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Romans III: Establishing God’s People in His Word, Precept Upon Precept

Lesson 1: What about sin and the Christian? Summary of Romans 1-8
Summary of Romans 1-5

What Paul has done before chapters 6-8 is establish two things: 
1. All mankind is under sin: Romans 1-3:20.

· Being a Jew does not mean you are not a sinner. 
· Being a Jew does not make you different than all mankind, because by one man’s sin, sin entered the world.
· All have sinned and come short of the glory of God. 
2. God justifies man through faith in the redemption which is in Christ: Rom 3:21-5

· Man is a sinner and unrighteous.

· Faith in Christ Jesus makes a man righteous in God’s eyes.

· Redemption in Christ Jesus is apart from:

i. Works

ii. Law 
iii. Circumcision. (The rabbis had taught the Jews that if they were circumcised they were “in”—they had it made. Heaven was guaranteed to every circumcised Jew.)

Paul, as a master lawyer set for the defense of the gospel, anticipates the objections and the perversions that people will make to this truth if you teach that salvation is by faith and grace apart from works and law.
1. Objections to the gospel: 

· “You can’t be justified by faith. You can’t take people who are sinners and just by faith make them righteous.” 
2. Perversions of the gospel:

· “I am saved by faith. It’s by grace—totally, absolutely, and completely—therefore since it’s by grace and since where sin abounded, grace abounds, then let me continue in sin and the more I sin then the more you see the grace of God.” 
· “Look, I am saved by faith. I walk that aisle; I prayed that prayer; I know I’m going to heaven. Get off my back, I’ll live any way I want to. It’s all right, don’t worry about me. I’ve been baptized; I’ve been confirmed; I’ve joined the church.”
Overview of Romans 6-11

Beginning in Romans 6, through 11, Paul lays down a series of questions or statements and then answers them. The key to understanding Rom 6-11 is to color every one of these questions. The answers follow each question. This is especially helpful for chapters 9-11 and will help understanding these three chapters.

In Romans 3:21-5, Paul has established:

· All mankind under sin 
· All are justified by faith.
In Romans 6-8, Paul brings before us: 
· What about sin and the Christian? 
· How are Christians sanctified so they do not sin?
Since he’s shown our salvation, Paul is now going to deal with sin.
· If you are saved by faith, apart from works and apart from law, how are you going to control sin? 
· If you don’t control sin by the law or good works, how are you going to control it? 
· How is justification by faith maintained? This was a very real problem in both the early church and today. The Jews thought it was maintained by putting people under the law. The Jews that came to know Christ were saved by faith but maintained and continued to be justified by the law.
· Sin’s reign (or rulership or power) over us is dealt a mortal blow through two things: 
1. Our death with Christ 

2. The life of the Spirit in us—the power of the indwelling Spirit in each Christian.
A Comparison of Romans 3:21-5 and Romans 6-8

	Romans 3:21-5
	Romans 6-8

	- Paul shows us how Christ’s death delivered us from sin’s penalty. What is sin’s penalty?

· Rom 6:23—The wages of sin is death 

· Rom 5:12—By one man, sin entered into the world, and death by sin. So that death has passed upon all men in that all men have sinned. He shows how Christ’s death delivered us from sin’s penalty.

- Christ died FOR us. When Christ died for us, that took care of sin’s penalty.

- The Holy Spirit is mentioned briefly in ch 5.
· Rom 5:5 Hope does not disappoint because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the HS who was given to us. 

· This is the first mention of the HS in the book of Romans and first mentioned in a salvation passage where he deals with our salvation and justification by faith 

· What he’s showing is this: that the HS was given to us at salvation. 

- Christ’s death delivers us from sin’s penalty—saved by the Son who gives us the Spirit.
	- Paul shows how our death with Christ delivers us from sin’s power or sin’s reign. 

- We died WITH Christ. When we died with Christ, that took care of sin’s power 

- We are saved by the Son who gives the Spirit.

· Important because some Christians don’t realize that they have the indwelling HS. 

· If you don’t have the indwelling HS, Rom 8:9 says you are none of His. 

· The HS is in every believer. 
- The Holy Spirit is mentioned a lot, especially in chapter 8. 

· We are sanctified, set apart, made holy by God’s Spirit who gives us power over sin. 

· This is absolutely liberating and is marvelous once you get a hold of it.

- Our death with Christ delivers us from sin’s power and we are sanctified by God’s Spirit who gives power over sin.


Summary of Romans 6-8
Romans 6: Our death freed us from sin’s power. 
· This is how you should remember this chapter. Our death when? On the cross. Our death freed us from sin’s power or sin’s reign. 
Romans 7: Our death freed us from the Law. 
· It freed us from the condemnation of the Law and marriage to the Law. 
· The Law cannot sanctify a person. The Law is holy. “Holy” and “sanctified” come from the same root word. But the Law cannot sanctify a person because of the flesh. Although you are saved, you live in a body of flesh. And the flesh is the flesh is the flesh is the flesh. Don’t let the flesh have control—you’re in trouble if you do. 
· He delivered us from the Law and we needed to be delivered because the Law cannot sanctify or make the flesh holy. 
· A man, regenerate (saved) or unregenerate (lost), can never conquer the flesh through the Law. This is liberating especially for those brought up in a legalistic type of Christianity—the most frustrating type of Christianity to live under because you try to control the flesh, which has an appetite, by the Law. You can’t do it and it’s absolutely frustrating. 

Romans 8: Our life in the Spirit fulfills the requirement of the Law. 
· Since the Law is holy, there’s nothing wrong with it but it can’t sanctify us. 
· The Spirit has to sanctify us and when it does this it doesn’t make us Lawless or give us license to sin but it produces righteousness in us.

Highlights of Romans 6-8
These are three of the most crucial chapters in all the word of God. They are liberating.

After Paul establishes the sinfulness of all mankind and salvation by faith apart from law, works and circumcision, he then comes up with a series of objections to his and God’s gospel. He states these questions then answers them.

Rom 6:1-2:  What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin so that grace might increase? May it never be! How shall we who died to sin still live in it?
He made the statement in Rom 5:20 that the law came in that the transgression might increase but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more. 

Back when Adam and Eve sinned in the garden, sin existed in the world but every little transgression was not put to their account. They were sinners and sin was in the world but when the law came, 430 years after the Abrahamic Covenant, the Law was given to show them their sinfulness. When the Law came, the transgression increased because they knew exactly what they were to do and exactly what they were not to do. 
Example: Driving 55 and feeling fine until you see a 40 mph speed limit sign but you keep speeding because you don’t see any police. Instead you watch for them. Why? Because now you know the law. The minute a law is set, transgression increases and you feel bad.

Rom 5:20 The law came in that the transgression might increase; but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more. 

There is no depth of sin, no multiplication of sin where there is not enough grace to cover that sin. It doesn’t matter where you’ve been or what you’ve done or to what depths you have sunk or how much you have been mired in the clay of sin. God’s grace reaches and covers every sin. It would have covered all the sins of Hitler if he had asked for forgiveness.
If sin is there but grace is there to cover it, let’s continue in sin! What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace might increase? God forbid! (KJV) How shall we, who died to sin, still live in it? You can’t continue in sin because when you got saved you died to sin. Rom 6 shows our death from sin’s power because we died with Christ.
Rom 6:3-4 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into his death, therefore we have been buried with him through baptism into death, in order that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 
(Listen to Roman II tapes where baptism is dealt with if you need clarification on baptism.

Kay does not believe this verse is talking about water baptism but other Godly scholars do. Whichever way, water baptism is symbolic of our death, burial, and resurrection with Christ to walk with him in newness of life. Baptism means to be united with, identified with, Christ. United into His death and thus we cannot continue in sin. The whole purpose of your death with Christ is so that you might have a brand new life. 

Before Christ and salvation: You are made of flesh and walking your own way. You are a puppet under the control of the Prince of the Power of the Air. You are in Adam. He is the federal head. Being born in Adam you are born in sin. 
Salvation: You come to know the Lord Jesus and believe in him. Christ died for your sins. 
II Cor 5:21 He who knew no sin was made sin for you and me. 
God took all our sins and put them upon Christ Jesus. He was made sinner for you. He paid the penalty for your sins. In the economy of God, (his plan, his mind, his heart, this omnipotent, omniscient, sovereign self-existent, eternal God), you died with Christ. When you died with Christ you were buried with Christ but Christ was raised from the dead so you were raised with Him to walk in newness of life. 
II Cor 5:17 If any man be in Christ he is a new creature. Old things have passed away. Behold, all things have become new. 
So I am no longer walking in oldness but walking in newness of life. The death with Christ, that identification and union with Christ, freed every believer from sin’s power and sin’s reign. Whether you believe it or not does not change the fact of it. You do not need to crucify yourself; you have been crucified with Christ. 

Rom 6:5 For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall be also in the likeness of His resurrection. 
If one is true the other is true. 
Rom 6:6 (Key verse of Romans 6) Knowing this, that our old self (our old man) was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin.
( “Old man” Never translate it any other way—let the Bible translate the Bible. Use Biblical terminology and stick with it. Hold fast to the pattern of sound words like Paul told Timothy. Keep Biblical terminology and you can follow it. 

“Done away with” in Greek means “render inoperative”. It doesn’t mean “annihilate” or “do away with so that it does not exist anymore”. Our old man was crucified with Him that our body of sin might be done away with so that we should no longer be slaves to sin.
Rom 6:7 For he who has died is freed from sin.
Who is the old man? Kay believes the old man is all that you were before Christ—all that you were in Adam. That old man does not exist any more. He died and was buried. There has been a resurrection of life to produce newness of life. 

(“Old man” or “old self” is only used two other places in Scripture so you should only use those references to understand about the old man or the old self.

Col 3:9-10 Do not lie to one another since you laid aside (aorist tense: singular action) the old self with its evil practices (old man) and you have put on (aorist tense) the new self (new man) who is being renewed (renovated) (present tense: a process) to a true knowledge according to the image of the One who created him.  
You have laid aside the old man. He died on Calvary. That old man is dead. Since you have put on the new man, what makes you new? Now you have the Holy Spirit living inside of this body that is still made of flesh. Before salvation you were just made of flesh. You didn’t have the Spirit in you. But when you got saved, God breathed back into you the Spirit of Life. He put the Holy Spirit within you so now you are new, having the Holy Spirit living in you. At Calvary you got rid of the old man. Before you get saved, you have living inside of you an old man. Mean as a snake and he rules this body, so that when he gives an order the body has to do what that old man says. Now when you get saved, the old man has a heart attack and dies. What do you do with dead people? You bury them. He is dead. You don’t have to crucify him, he is dead. You need to remember that he’s dead. When the old man was crucified, this body as an instrument of sin was rendered inoperative. 
Pinocchio was on strings and he would move when his strings were pulled. That’s like us before we are saved. Our strings are being pulled. We are under control of all that we are in Adam. We are under control of that old man who is connected to Satan. Eph 2: We walked according to the Prince of the power of the air. The spirit that now works in the sons of disobedience. But when Christ comes into your life, your strings are cut. There are now no strings on you. When Pinocchio’s strings are gone he dances “There are no strings on me! I am free!” That’s what happens to you when you come to know the Lord Jesus Christ. Your strings are cut. Satan can say, “Do this; do that” but you can say, “I don’t have to.” Your flesh can say, “I’m used to it, I’m used to it” but you can say, “I don’t have to yield to you.” because now there is a new resident supervisor in me. There’s a new power in me—the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Col 3:9-11 …You laid aside the old self…and have put on the new self but the new self is being renewed. It is being renovated. It is a process and it is according to the image of the One who created him— a renewal in which there is no distinction between Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and freeman, but Christ is all, and in all. 
Doesn’t matter who you are, you need Christ and you are being renewed in him.
Eph 4:1 (This is in the “walk” part of Ephesians after he lays down the doctrine.) I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, entreat you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called. 
(Eph 4:17-19 is about how these people walk in darkness of understanding.) 

Eph 4:20-24 But you did not learn Christ in this way, if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught in Him, just as truth is in Jesus, that, in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit, and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind and put on (all aorist tense: could read it: have laid aside the old self ) the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth. 

Eph 4:25 Since you’ve done that, therefore, laying aside falsehood, speak truth, each one of you, with his neighbor, for we are members of one another. 

Eph 4:26 Be angry and yet do not sin. 
Eph 4:27 Do not give the devil an opportunity.

Eph 4:28  Let him who steals, steal no longer.
In v 22-24 Paul is showing you your condition. You have laid aside the old man and put on the new. Therefore in v25-28 he’s showing you your conduct—how you are to conduct yourself in light of your condition. He shows the same pattern in Romans 6. He tells the truth and then reckon, consider, act on, live in, the light of that truth.

Rom 6:6-9 Knowing this, our old self was crucified with Him, (in order) that our body of sin might be done away with (rendered inoperative), so that we should no longer be slaves to sin; for he who has died is freed from sin. Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, is never to die again; death is no longer master over Him. 
You and I are never going to experience the second death which is hell. Death is no longer a master over us. 

(Key word: Master. (and Slaves) Might mark the word with a little crown.
Rom 6:10-11 For the death that Jesus died, He died to sin, once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God. Even so, (reckon) consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus.
If I am saved but don’t reckon myself dead to sin, am I not then dead to sin? I am dead to sin if I am saved whether I reckon myself dead to sin or not but I am not walking in faith. Faith is believing what God says no matter how you feel. You may feel very alive to sin but that’s a lie. You are dead to sin if you are truly a Christian. Paul is saying you act in faith upon this truth. Whether you believe it or not, doesn’t make a difference. If you are not able to act in faith upon this truth you are probably not saved, because if you are truly saved, sin cannot be the pattern of your life.

Rom 6:12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body that you should obey its lusts.
Flip Wilson: “The devil made me do it.” If I know Christ, I can never say “the devil made me do it.” I have to say “I chose to do it.” I made a willful choice to let sin have its way. If you made a willful choice to let sin have its way, God will judge that sin. Whether or not you are a child of God, sin always brings judgment because the character of God never changes. God is a god of love but also a god of wrath. These verses are imperatives of faith.

Rom 6:13 And do not go on presenting the members of your body to sin as instruments of unrighteousness.
Stop it! Right now! That is not right! There is no excuse because God’s Holy Spirit is within. The old man is dead. You have been set free from sin’s power so you do not have to sin. It is not the lifestyle and is not to be the habit of the child of God.

Rom 6:14-15 Sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law, but you are under grace. What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? May it never be! 

I know that I shouldn’t continue in sin and that I can’t continue in sin if I’m really born again. But since I’m not under the law, shall I sin because I’m under grace?

Rom 6:16-18 Do you not know that when you present yourselves to someone as slaves for obedience, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin resulting in death, or of obedience resulting in righteousness? But thanks be to God that though you were slaves of sin, you became obedient from the heart to that form of teaching to which you were committed, and having been freed from sin, you became slaves of righteousness. 
“Freed from sin” is a key phrase in Romans 6.
Rom 6:22-23 But now having been freed from sin and enslaved to God, you derive your benefit, resulting in sanctification, and the outcome, eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
In Romans 7, when you died to Christ you died to sin’s power, the old man was crucified, the body of sin was set free. Now he’s going to show that you died to the Law.
Rom 7:4 Therefore, my brethren, you also were made to die to the Law through the body of Christ, that you might be joined to another, to Him who was raised from the dead, that we might bear fruit for God. 
He uses the symbol of marriage. Before I get saved I’m married to Mr. Law. Mr. Law says “Do this; do that. That wasn’t perfect; I want you to be perfect. I want you to keep the whole Law but you broke one so you just blew it all.” The response is “Mr. Law, it is so hard to be married to you. You are so right and I am so wrong but I can’t do anything about it.” Mr. Law, though, will not die, he just lives on and on so the only way to get out of this marriage is for me to die. So I die by believing in Jesus and then with Christ I die, am buried, am raised and am married to another—Mr. Christ. And He wants me to be perfect, too. But He says, “I love you and this is what I want from you. What I want I will produce in you by my Spirit.” In my marriage I am to bear fruit. What is a marriage for? To bear fruit. What fruit is in this marriage? It’s that of righteousness.
Rom 7:5-6 For while we were in the flesh, the sinful passions, which were aroused by the Law, were at work in the members of our body to bear fruit for death. But now we have been released from the Law, having died to that by which we were bound, so that we serve in newness of the Spirit and not in oldness of letter. Why the law then? 
Rom 7:7 What shall we say then? Is law sin? May it never be! 
Since I died to the Law, is law sin? No, you’re sinful. The Law just exposes your sin. Where the Law entered transgression increases. Paul shows a conflict in Romans 7 between the inner man and the Law. The Law is spiritual and says to be good, but I can’t be good. The good that I want to do I can’t do and the bad that I shouldn’t do I do. Who will deliver me—set me free—from this body of flesh? There’s only deliverance by One and that’s by the Spirit.

Rom 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 
I was justified by faith. Am I still condemned for my sins? No there will be no condemnation. But God has to deal with sin. He’s a holy righteous God and He has to judge sin. But as a Christian I’m not going to live in sin. How are you going to keep from living in sin? Because the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and death. I have been set free—no longer a slave to sin and death. It is done through the spirit. Our life in the Spirit fulfills the requirements of the Law.

Rom 8:2-4 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and death. For what the Law could not do, (couldn’t make you righteous) weak as it was through the flesh, God did; sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh, (deposed sin of its power—of its domain) in order that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 
There’s a contrast all the way through Rom 8:17 between “according to the flesh” and “according to the Spirit”. If you make a column comparing the two, you’ll see that if you are walking according to the flesh as a habit of life, you have never been born again. Those that are according to the Spirit have been born again. The Spirit of life in Christ Jesus sets every single Christian free from the law of sin and death.
Rom 8:5-17 The Spirit sets us free from the law of sin and death, by law the principle of sin and death.

1. Walk according to the Spirit v4
2. Mind set on the Spirit v5-6
3. Spirit indwells every Christian v9
4. Spirit gives life to our mortal bodies v10-11
5. Spirit puts to death the deeds of the body v13
6. Spirit bears witness to our spirit that we are His children v16
Stiffler: “The ideal Christian life is not a constant battle with sin but victory over it.”
It’s “victory over it” as you walk in faith, as your flesh cries out to be satisfied. When you get saved you still inhabit the same body of flesh but it is no longer in the control of the old man. You have the Spirit of God inside you and that Spirit within this body of flesh gives you victory and enables you to walk in a way pleasing to God. The Spirit of life in Christ Jesus sets you free from this law of sin and death. If you’ve never been set free you need to examine yourself because you are not saved. You’ve never been crucified with Christ because those who are, are set free from sin’s power. Now some walk in greater victory than others because they walk by faith but every Christian has that Spirit within. Live accordingly. Keep the old man in the coffin—he’s dead. Don’t carry him around on your back. Walk in the Spirit.
