Romans III: Establishing God’s People in His Word

Lesson 6 on Romans 9:6-10:13

God’s Sovereignty and Man’s Responsibility in Salvation
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Introduction
God is sovereign in salvation but man is responsible and accountable. The two don’t fit together in our finite brains. They can’t be reconciled. Instead, all you can do is bend the knee and say, “God, your ways are so much higher than my ways, Your thoughts are so much higher than my thoughts. Who has known the mind of the Lord that he might instruct Him? Who has been His counselor? God, I bow before You and say that from Thee and through Thee and to Thee are all things and to Thee be the glory. You say it, I’ll believe it, and I’ll live accordingly. I’ll remember that You’re sovereign and that I’m responsible and accountable.”
God’s Sovereignty in Salvation
In laying a foundation in context in Romans 9 the question is: Because the Jews have not believed God as a nation, has the Word of God failed? Primarily look at two statements in Romans 9-11:

A. The Word of God has not failed.

B. God has not rejected His people whom He foreknew. 
A. The Word of God has not failed. 
In chapter 9, since the Jews as a nation have not believed in salvation by faith or in Jesus Christ, has the Word of God failed? No. Here’s why:

1. God is sovereign in salvation. He is not obligated to men because of their birth or nationality (their Judaism), or their legal works (the works they have performed under the Law), or because of their behavior. God is not obligated to any man on any basis whatsoever. God is sovereign. Man is obligated to God but God is not obligated to man. 

Romans 9:6-11 But it is not as though the word of God has failed. ¶For they are not all Israel who are descended from Israel; nor are they all children because they are Abraham’s descendants, but: “Through Isaac your descendants will be named.” That is, it is not the children of the flesh who are children of God, but the children of the promise are regarded as descendants, for this is the word of promise: “At this time I will come, and Sarah shall have a son.” And not only this, but there was Rebekah also, when she had conceived twins by one man our father Isaac; for though the twins were not yet born and had not done anything good or bad, so that God’s purpose according to His choice would stand… That shows His sovereignty. God’s purpose: God does according to His will in the army of heaven and among the inhabitants on earth. God says, “As I have purposed so it shall come to pass.” …not because of works but because of Him who calls. In other words, in salvation God is sovereign. Man does not attain salvation by his works nor can he manipulate God by his works. Salvation is because of God who calls. 

Romans 9:12-13 It was said to her, “The older will serve the younger.” This was said before Jacob and Esau were born. Just as it is written (in Malachi later), “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.” God chose Jacob. Even though Esau was the firstborn of the twins from Rebekah by their father Isaac, still God chose Jacob above Esau. Esau despised his birthright. He sold his birthright for a mess of pottage. He chose the temporal over the eternal. [from Webster’s: Pottage is “a thick soup made of vegetables with or without meat.”]
Romans 9:14 What shall we say then? There is no injustice with God, is there? In Romans 9, it is not a matter of justice but a matter of mercy. God is not unjust. We know that from studying His attributes and from the Word of God.
2. God sovereignly has mercy on whom He will. Although all deserve His wrath, both come from the same clay.  So it’s not a case of God being unjust (because He’s just) but He is going to have mercy on these people. Why do all deserve His wrath? All come from the same clay—a group of sinners, for all have sinned. 
Romans 9:14-17 What shall we say then? There is no injustice with God, is there? May it never be! For He says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.” So then it does not depend on the man who wills, or the man who runs, but on God who has mercy. For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I raised you up, to demonstrate My power in you, and that My name might be proclaimed throughout the whole earth.” God took, from a group of sinners, one man (Pharaoh) who had rejected Jesus Christ, and brought him forth to use him for His purpose. When, in exposing him once again to God through Moses and God’s power, Pharaoh did not bend the knee, it was a hardening process in his life. God did not create Pharaoh this way but He raised him up to demonstrate His power.  So then He has mercy on whom He desires, and He hardens whom He desires.

Romans 9:18-19 You will say to me then, “Why does He still find fault? For who resists His will?” Who has resisted the will of God if God is going to do that—to bring us forward and harden some hearts and have mercy on others? If I’m part of the hardening, who has resisted His will?—I can’t help it! This is the way people will answer: “All right, if God has mercy on some and hardens others, then who has resisted His will?” God comes back through Paul to answer, “Who are you, O man, to answer back to God? Who are you, oh human bit of clay, to raise your fist in the face of the sovereign Potter? Don’t you know who God is—that He is righteous? Just? And that in righteousness and justice He should condemn all men? But because God is merciful, He has had mercy on some. So don’t answer back to Him. God is saying, “I have made two different vessels out of the same clay. Both vessels deserve destruction but I have had mercy on some.” 

Romans 9:20-22 On the contrary, who are you, O man, who answers back to God? The thing molded will not say to the molder, “Why did you make me like this,” will it? Or does not the potter have a right over the clay, to make from the same lump (this is key) one vessel for honorable us and another for common use? What if God, although willing to demonstrate His wrath and to make His power known, endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction? This is not teaching that God took vessels and prepared them for destruction, but rather that they were already headed for destruction. The clay was already headed for destruction but through the adjustment of their parts, they condemned themselves to destruction. When Pharaoh was brought forth on the stage of events, he was confronted with the Word of God. He had the same opportunity to believe God, to bow before God, but he didn’t do that so he is a vessel unto wrath and prepared for destruction.
Romans 9:23 And He did so in order that He might make known the riches of His glory upon vessels of mercy, which He prepared beforehand for glory. In Ephesians 1:4, before God ever created the heavens and earth, He prepared some for glory. He chose them in Christ before the foundation of the world. Draw a timeline with a cross at the time of salvation. Mark on the timeline when you were born. Before then God knew when you would be born and the time that you would embrace the cross of Jesus Christ and be saved by faith. This was enacted because God planned your salvation before the foundation of the world. He prepared you beforehand for glory. He caused the sperm and the egg to come together and for you to be born. When it pleased God, He opened your eyes so that you might see the glorious light of the gospel and be saved. 
Galatians 1:11-15 For I (Paul) would have you know, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not according to man. For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but I received it though a revelation of Jesus Christ. For you have heard of my former manner of life in Judaism, how I used to persecute the church of God beyond measure and tried to destroy it; Paul was a sinner just like Pharaoh, like all of us. And I was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries among my countrymen, being more extremely zealous for my ancestral traditions. But when God, who had set me apart even from my mother’s womb... Way back when, God knew who Paul’s mother would be because He was sovereignly watching over a sperm and an egg to bring forth Paul. …and called me through His grace, was pleased to reveal His Son in me. Now drop the clauses in between: “But when He who had set me apart was pleased to reveal His Son in me.” 
There is a day of salvation which comes:

· When it pleases God to reveal His Son in you. 
· When it pleases God to turn you from darkness to light, from the power of Satan to the kingdom of God. 
· When it pleases God to give you forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among the sanctified.
Salvation is of the Lord. You come to him because in His mercy He has chosen to have mercy on some. He is God. You cannot fight it, you cannot argue it, rationalize it, take Him to court over this, challenge Him, or accuse Him. He is God; He will not be accused by you or questioned by you. Who are you, O man, who answers back to God? What does He want from you? For you to bend the knee and say, “Oh, God, thank You for Your mercy and grace and awesomeness that You would choose me and take me and make me a vessel for your mercy—that You would prepare me for glory.” This brings with it great responsibility to God. What do we do with this teaching of salvation being by the sovereignty of God? We simply bend the knee and say “God, thank You. What now can I do for You and the kingdom of heaven?” 
People will say, “If God chooses some and not others then whoever is going to believe is going to believe.” This is true because salvation is of the Lord. “So why should I go into the world and preach the gospel? Because they are going to get saved whether I preach it or not.”  This is true—they will, whether you preach it or not, because He’s going to find someone who will be obedient to Him, who will see themselves as a debtor to other men and obligated to the gospel of Jesus Christ and He will use their feet to spread the gospel of peace and bring glad tidings of good things because they simply have been obedient.  We serve a sovereign God but we are responsible to walk in obedience to Him. We don’t need to understand it all but just to bend the knee and say “God, if this is what you say for me to do, I will do it.” Don’t haul Him into court or question Him or find fault with Him. How can God find fault in us if He made us this way? He did not make you this way—men are sinners. In Adam all have sinned. If Adam had not sinned, someone else would have.  We are sinners: by choice, because we were born in sin—in sin did our mothers conceive us. God has had mercy on some but on those He has not had mercy on are still without excuse because it says that in Romans 1. So we are going to answer to God. 

Some say that God chooses out of his foreknowledge. When people hear about the sovereignty of God in salvation, predestination, election, or God choosing according to His foreknowledge, they say that God knew who was going to choose Him therefore He saved those who were going to choose Him. This is an attempt to justify God’s sovereignty in salvation, which you don’t need to do. You don’t have to explain it away. 

Romans 8:29-30 For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren; and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified. Whom God foreknew (“proginosko”) then He predestined them—marked them out—to be conformed to the image of His Son. 
The erroneous interpretation by people:
God knew that someday I would receive Jesus Christ so therefore He predestined me to adoption as a son to become conformed to the image of His Son. So, if that’s true, where does salvation rest? Salvation then rests in man. God acts according to what He knows I will do. Not true:
The correct interpretation by God’s Word:
Salvation is all and totally of God. He knew me beforehand is all it means. He chose me beforehand. He predestined me beforehand. I am going to be His child in His perfect timing. I am going to come to Him because He has prepared me as a vessel of mercy beforehand for glory.

Romans 9:22 What if God, although willing to demonstrate His wrath and to make His power known, endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction? Have you ever heard someone say, “There is no God and I’m going to prove it to you today.”? This has happened. People have stood up and blasphemed the name of God, raising their puny clay fists to say, “Now, God, if You exist then prove it by striking me dead! HA! See, I’m still alive therefore God doesn’t exist!” These people are putting God on their level because if they were God and someone did that to them, they would smash or crush the person. But God is not manipulated by any man. God is absolutely sovereign. Man never manipulates God. Man cannot challenge God and make Him angry so that He acts in quick hot anger. God, although willing to demonstrate His wrath and make His power known… His wrath is going to be demonstrated some day at the great white throne of judgment. All men who do not know Jesus are going to answer to God there when the books are opened then they will be cast into the lake of fire that was prepared for the devil and his angels. …He endured with much patience the vessels of wrath prepared for destruction. So what has He done? He has endured Pharaoh, Hitler, Mussolini, all the atheists, and men sitting in seminaries calling God to court and judging Him, acting higher and loftier than God stating, “This is God’s Word—this is not God’s Word. This demonstrates God—this doesn’t demonstrate God in his Word.” They are challenging God. God says, “No, I have not dealt with them because it’s not time. In God’s character and in His sovereignty, He has endured those people. And in that enduring, He has brought forth vessels of mercy prepared beforehand for glory.

B. God has not rejected His people whom He foreknew.
God’s Word didn’t fail—rather, it stated what would happen. People say that the Word of God has failed because the Jews have not come to believe in Jesus Christ. But the Word has not failed, because Scripture stated what would happen. The salvation of a remnant of the Jews and the salvation of the Gentiles was all laid down in the Scripture. This is proven in Romans 9:24 when Paul quotes Hosea that these vessels of mercy include not only the Jews but the Gentiles. 

Romans 9:23-26 And He did so to make known the riches of His glory upon vessels of mercy, which He prepared beforehand for glory, even us, whom He also called, not from among Jews only, but also from among Gentiles. As He says also in Hosea, “I will call those who were not My people, ‘My people,’ and her who was not beloved ‘beloved.’ And it shall be that in the place where it was said to them, ‘You are not My people,’ there they shall be called sons of the living God.”
After Kay was saved, a man started dating her and brought her a Phillips translation of the New Testament. She started reading it and couldn’t believe the wonderfulness of what used to be dull and boring. She didn’t know about the veil being taken from her eyes because she was a new Christian. She was reading this passage in Romans which in the Phillips translation says, “and He called her beloved when there was nothing lovely about her.” Kay said to God, “That’s me! You called me beloved when there was nothing lovely about me.” Only God could save her. Only God can save us. She tried to be good and righteous but she couldn’t. She was absolutely, completely unlovely. Then God reached down and called her beloved when there was nothing lovely about her. She was just like Pharaoh and the others but, wonder of wonders, without ever being able to explain it or understand it, He had mercy on her. He says, “I, the sovereign God—My word has not failed.” In the Old Testament He gave the promise of the gospel to the Gentiles. In Genesis 12, He calls Abraham and promises to make him a father of many nations. Galatians 3 says that’s when he preached the gospel to the Gentiles. So God has not failed because Israel rejected the gospel—that was in God’s sovereign plan.
Romans 9:27-29 And Isaiah cries out concerning Israel This is where we see that only a remnant of Israel will be saved. The word of God said that only a remnant would be saved. Though the number of the sons of Israel shall be as the sand of the sea it is the remnant that shall be saved, for the Lord will execute his word upon the earth thoroughly and quickly, and just as Isaiah foretold, except the Lord of the Sabaoth had left to us a posterity (a seed, a remnant) we should all have become as Sodom, and would have resembled Gomorrah. If God had not been gracious unto us, or rightly judged us as He should have judged us, then we would not have a seed left; there would not even be a remnant. We would have been destroyed as Sodom and Gomorrah. 
With this Paul closes this section showing that the Word of God has not failed but God in his sovereignty has brought forth salvation.  Now he turns from God’s sovereignty to man’s responsibility.

· Romans 9:6-29 – The sovereignty of God in salvation

· Romans 9:30-10:21 – Man’s responsibility in salvation

The two cannot be harmonized in your mind. Two parallel lines will never meet one another. These are two parallel doctrines taught in the Word of God and laid down throughout the Word. One is the sovereignty of God in salvation and the other is the responsibility or accountability of man to God for accepting or rejecting the gospel of Jesus Christ. If you try to make them meet, you will distort one or the other of these doctrines. You will go to an extreme that God never stated. You will get involved in philosophy by trying to figure it out in your own mind. You will mess up—these are hyperdoctrines. Just bend the knee and know that Godward salvation is the sovereignty of God and manward salvation is the responsibility of man. You live according to both of these doctrines by faith. God demands faith.
Hebrews 11:6 And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him. You must believe that He is God and a rewarder of those who diligently seek him. There you see the sovereignty of God and the free will of man. 

Man is Responsible
Romans 9:30-10:5 Man is responsible to pursue righteousness by faith.
Romans 10:6-13 Man is responsible to believe and confess that Jesus is Lord (what God already did.)

Romans 10:14-15 Man is responsible to carry the gospel to others.

Romans 10:16-31 Man is responsible to God because he has heard. Therefore man has heard, either because somebody has preached to him or because the heavens declared the glory of God.

A. Man is Responsible to Pursue Righteousness by Faith
Romans 9:30 The Jews missed salvation because they sought righteousness by the Law or works rather than by faith. They missed righteousness because they did not see the end of the Law resulting in righteousness by faith in Christ. What shall we say then? That Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness—they were not even looking for righteousness—attained righteousness, even the righteousness which is by faith; These Gentiles didn’t even acknowledge God, weren’t accountable to God, had no Law that they were trying to keep, yet they came to salvation. How did those Gentiles who were not pursuing righteousness, attain it? By faith.
Romans 9:31 but Israel, pursuing a law of righteousness, did not arrive at that law; They were pursuing a law of righteousness but they never saw the fulfillment of that law in absolute righteousness which comes only through faith in Jesus Christ.
Romans 9:32 Why? Because they did not pursue it by faith, but as though it were by works. They stumbled over the stumbling stone, Christ was the end of the law of righteousness for everyone who believes (Paul shows us that in chapter 10.) Here is Christ and you and I can only become righteous through His death.
II Cor 5:21 And He, Christ, who knew no sin was made to be sin for us that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him. All the way throughout Romans, Paul establishes that righteousness is by faith. Abraham believed God and God counted it to him for righteousness, as with David. That’s the only way it comes. They looked forward to the coming Messiah, the promised Seed, who would bruise the head of Satan and by faith they were saved. When Israel looked at Messiah, who was the cornerstone of salvation, they tripped—they stumbled over that.
Romans 9:33 Just as it is written, “Behold, I lay in Zion a stone of stumbling and a rock of offense, and he who believes in Him will not be disappointed.” Jesus is either a stumbling Stone or a stepping Stone. You either you stumble over Him or you stand on Him for your salvation.
I Cor 1:22-23 For indeed Jews ask for signs, and Greeks search for wisdom; Paul divides all of mankind into two groups here: Jews seek for a sign before they will believe. Remember they kept saying to Jesus, “Show us a sign and we’ll believe.” Jesus then showed them sign after sign but they would not believe. Finally He said, “One sign shall be given to you, as Jonah was in the belly of a great fish three days and three nights so shall the Son of Man be in the heart of the earth three days and three nights. The final sign I’m going to give you is the resurrection of Me from the dead.” The Jews sought a sign, and although they had the signs, they would not believe. The Greeks sought to know God through their wisdom, their intellect, their rationale. …but we preach Christ… What do you preach? Do you reason with people? It’s all right to reason with people out of the Scriptures but philosophy and psychology will not do. …crucified, to Jews a stumbling block, and to Gentiles foolishness. But to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.
Romans 9:33 Just as it is written, “Behold, I lay in Zion a stone of stumbling and a rock of offense, and he who believes in Him will not be disappointed.” Here, Paul takes them to Isaiah with a quote.
Romans 10:1-2 Brethren, my heart’s desire and my prayer to God for them (Israel) is for their salvation. For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not in accordance with knowledge. There are so many people sitting in the church like that. They have a zeal for God but it’s not in accordance with knowledge. You talk to them and they don’t even talk according to the Word of God. So many people run by their experiences and their emotions, and by what happened or didn’t happen seemingly by answer to prayer. You listen to them but they are not talking according to the Word of God. They have a zeal for God but not according to knowledge. Precept puts you in the Word of God so that you might know God’s Word and in knowing the Word, you’ll know God. 
Romans 10:3-4 For not knowing about God’s righteousness, and seeking to establish their own, they did not subject themselves to the righteousness of God. For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes. The law could not bring righteousness but Christ did. The law is simply a tutor to shut you up to Jesus Christ—to simply expose your sin—to define your sin. So that you would see that your righteousness would never please God. That you were an unrighteous person and you could only attain righteousness through the finished work of Jesus Christ. He is the end of the law to righteousness to all who believe. You’ll never be made righteous by the Law but the Law will show you your unrighteousness then bring you to Jesus Christ. Romans 3:20—by the Law is the knowledge of sin and it’s sinners who need a savior.
B. Man is responsible to believe and confess that Jesus is Lord.
Romans 10:6-8 But the righteousness based on faith speaks thus, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ (that is, to bring Christ down), or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead).” But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart”—that is, the word of faith which we are preaching. It’s not something you have to do. You don’t have to ascend into heaven and bring Christ down. You don’t have to descend into hell to bring Christ up—that’s already been done, too. Christ has already come—Messiah is already here and has already paid the price for your sins. All you have to do is believe what God has said. Have the word of faith.

Romans 10:9 That if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you shall be saved;

That if you confess… This is the “word of faith”. You have to confess. …with your mouth Jesus as Lord, You are going to confess with your mouth that Jesus is “kurios”—Master, Ruler, Lord and believe—have faith—in your heart that God raised Him… How significant is the raising of Jesus from the dead? If He wasn’t raised from the dead then He is still in sin and was not a perfect sacrifice. If He wasn’t raised from the dead, then you are in sin. Romans 4 closes with this statement: “He was raised for our justification.” God was completely satisfied with the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ that took care of your unrighteousness when He, who knew no sin, was made sin for you and then could offer you the righteousness of God in Him. God was satisfied and being satisfied, He raised Jesus  from the dead, (so) you shall be saved; so to be saved you need to believe and confess what God has already done. In Romans 10:6-8, the Jews are turning back to Deuteronomy 30. Those words are used so Paul grabs them: “I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing. Now choose life that you might live.” In other words all you have to do is hear my Word and obey it. You don’t have to ascend into heaven or descend into the abyss—just believe—that’s all you have to do. Christ is the end of the law of righteousness. He has attained righteousness. All you have to do to lay hold of that righteousness is to believe and confess.
Romans 10:10 For with the heart man believes, resulting in righteousness, When you believe then righteousness is put to your account. The gospel of Jesus Christ is just the righteousness of God by faith. So if you believe in your heart it results in righteousness and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation. Kay believes that if you say you believe but you will not confess, then you are not saved. It takes not only believing in your heart but also confessing with your mouth—making that statement—to result in salvation.
Romans 10:11 For the Scripture says, “Whoever believes in Him will not be disappointed.” This is what the Jews were panicked about: “What if I believe in Him and it doesn’t work? What if I let go of the Law but it doesn’t work? What if I let go of my works but it doesn’t work?” No. Whoever believes in Him will not be disappointed. Why? Because salvation is by faith. 

Romans 10:12-13 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, Lord of Jews and Lord of Gentiles abounding in riches for all (Jews and Gentiles) who call upon Him; for “Whoever (Jew or Gentile) will call upon the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
Have you called upon the name of the Lord or are you trying to attain a righteousness that is by works? Have you missed the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus by your own self-righteousness? In Isaiah, he says all of our self-righteousnesses are like filthy rags—ie, menstrual cloths. There has been no conception. You have never been born again. The Word of God has never been received by faith in your heart because when that happens you have been born again into God’s family. Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. That, man, is your responsibility. You’re responsible to believe God and to submit to God. You are not accountable to judge God, figure it out or rationalize it in your mind. You simply hear what God says and take God by faith—you believe God—and it is accounted (imputed) to you as righteousness. 
Whoever calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. You call and you’ll find out that that very calling in your heart has come because God has put it there and He in His sovereignty has planned it and will bring you to Himself. “What if I’m not called? What if I’m not chosen?” God doesn’t take salvation and dangle it before you and say, “Here it is in all its wonderfulness to transform you and give you heaven—to free you from sin and from the law. Here it is, take it.” Then, when you reach out to take it, God yanks it out of reach. No. He offers it to you because He wants you to have it. He doesn’t dangle it in front of you and say that you can’t have it. So never panic. If you have a desire for it it’s because that desire has been put in you by God. You, man, are responsible to call—but when you call you will be saved. Is it necessary to call upon Jesus as Lord? Is the Lordship of Jesus Christ necessary to salvation? That’s next week’s lesson.
