Lesson 7 Romans III


Key question

Can you accept Jesus Christ as savior, deny Him as Lord, and still enter the Kingdom of Heaven?  Can a person receive salvation and entrance into the Kingdom of heaven when they knowingly, willfully, purposefully refuse to yield to three things: 

1) Jesus’ Lordship over their life
2) obedience to His commandments or His word

3) when they refuse to yield their will to His

There are many people that I know that say to me in person or write to me and say, “I received Jesus Christ as my Savior when I was seven but I didn’t make Him my Lord I was 35.” I want to say to them, “When were you saved?” And they will go back and say, “I was saved when I was twelve but I made Him Lord at the age of 35.”  

Can you do that? I usually don’t go over the issue unless I want to teach them about salvation because really you were saved before the foundation of the world.  But I think it is critical for to answer this question because it will determine the gospel we deliver to others.  

Answering this question determines how we deliver the Gospel.

This is a question over which many theologians disagree.  We need to see what the word of God says.  You have to understand what is involved in salvation to answer this question.

What is salvation?

We are going to go through a process of answering various questions in order to answer the question, “Must you receive Jesus Christ as Lord or must you understand His Lordship in order to be saved?”

The Greek translation: Salvation=”soteria,” deliverance, preservation, salvation

The Greek translation: save = “sozo,” used basically the same way as salvation

What do we know?  We know that if we are saved then we are delivered.  What are we delivered, preserved from? Salvation is deliverance from sin.  What is the result of sin?  death (eternal separation from God in the lake of fire) We need to be sure from what we are saved.

Matt. 1:21   “She (Mary) will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus (Jesus means God our Savior), for it is He who will save His people from their sins.” 
Here is salvation, deliverance, preservation from sin.

Luke 2:10  “But the angel of the Lord said to them (shepherds), “Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy which shall be for all the people; for today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ ( promised One, anointed One, Messiah) the Lord.”

Lord = “KURIOS” is used in the NT in 717 passages.  It is used 400 times when we are told to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. (It is used 400 times in salvation passages.) “Savior” is used only 24 times in the NT.  It is used with people who are already saved or it is used in relationship to the body of believers and not to individuals. When you have a salvation passage, you will see that “Lord” is used over and over and over again.  “Lord” denotes authority and rulership.  The angels are saying there has been born for you a Savior who is Christ Lord.  

When the Jews translated the Old Testament into Koine Greek translated “Yahweh” (Jehovah) into the Septuagint, they translated “Yahweh” as “Kurios,” the most sacred name for God.  When the Jews are reading this, “there has been born for you a Savior, Christ (kurios) the Lord.”  They, having read the OT, would see that this implies that Jesus is God.  This is significant and you want to keep that in mind.

What is Salvation? deliverance from sin
John 8:34; (How this deliverance comes) “Jesus answered them, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is the slave of sin. The slave does not remain in the house forever, (a slave can get kicked out) but the son does remain forever. If therefore, the Son makes you free (free from sin) you will be free indeed.’”  
Salvation= deliverance, freedom from sin. He is Jesus the Lord.  Thou shall call His name Jesus for He save His people from their sin.
Acts 26:14-18        Paul’s testimony before King Agrippa telling about his salvation.
“And when we had all fallen to the ground, I heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew dialect, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?  It is hard for you to kick against the goads.’ (Saul was Paul’s name before he was saved.)  And I said, “Who are You, Lord? And the Lord said, “I am Jesus whom you are persecuting. “But get up and stand on your feet; for this purpose I have appeared to you, to appoint you a minister and a witness not only to the things which you have seen, but also to the things in which you have seen, but also to the things in which I will appear to you; rescuing you from the Jewish people and from the Gentiles, to whom I am sending you, to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the dominion of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have been sanctified (set apart, made holy) by faith in Me.”
(Kay prays this verse for the lost.)

Salvation is not just forgiveness of sins, but it is deliverance from sin because that is what sanctification is.  Sanctification is to be made holy.
 If this is so then what will my lifestyle be?

Righteousness

Romans 1:16-17  

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation (deliverance from sin) to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, ‘But the righteous man shall live by faith.’”

If I have the gospel effectually working in me, it produces righteousness because I will live by faith.  Faith is taking God at His word.  (Romans 10:17)
What is faith?

Faith in Greek is: “pistis” (have - noun)

Believe in Greek is: “pisteuo” (do - verb)

Faith is a firm persuasion.
Faith is a conviction based on hearing.
Believe is to be persuaded of, to put confidence in. It is not mere credence, it is not 

mere intellectual acknowledgment, but reliance.
Vine’s Expository Dictionary

3 Main Elements of Faith

1) A firm conviction, producing a full acknowledgement of God’s truth.  You know that what God says is true; you acknowledge it to be so.  It is not mere intellectual fact.

2) Personal surrender to Him – you hear what He says and you surrender to Him.
3) Conduct inspired by that surrender – your conduct is affected.
What does Romans talk about?  Rom. 1:4-5 the obedience of faith.  
“Who was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith (when you believe, there is a faith that obeys, a conduct that comes from that belief) among all the Gentiles  for His name’s sake.”

Can I receive Jesus as Savior and deny Him as Lord and still be saved?  I need to know what salvation is.
Romans 16:25-26

“Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery which has been kept secret for long ages past, but now is manifested, and by the Scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the eternal God, has been made known to all the nations, leading to obedience of faith; to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, be the glory forever. Amen.

                          
                    What is Sin?

Sin is walking your own way.  Sin is denying God’s right to rule over your life.

God placed the tree of the knowledge of good and evil in the Garden so that man would have a choice or a free will.
God put before man a choice; a choice to obey or disobey; a choice to believe or disbelieve.  Belief and obedience are synonymous.  This is seen in Hebrews 3:18-19 “And to whom did He (God) swear that they should not enter His rest, but to those who were disobedient?  And so we see that they were not able to enter (into rest) because of unbelief.” 
Eve was tempted by the serpent.  The serpent said – you shall not surely die. God is holding out on you.  Eve has the word of God and she has the word of the serpent.  She can either believe what God said or believe what the serpent said. If she believes what God says, she will obey and not eat of the fruit of the tree. If she believes the serpent, she will disobey God and eat the fruit of the tree. So she eats the fruit of the tree. What has she done? She has disobeyed God. She has walked her own way.  Satan said the day that you eat of the fruit of that tree, you will not die, you will be as gods. In other words, if you are god, you don’t need God.  You will run your own life. You will have the knowledge that you need of good and evil. You won’t need a God to tell you what to do and not to do. 

When Adam and Eve sinned a chasm was created between God and man.  Up until this time God walked in fellowship in the garden with Adam and Eve. Death is separation from God.  They did not physically die on the day that they ate of the fruit of that tree, they died spiritually died.  Physical death became certain.
Here we have the result of sin. 
Believe God = Obey                                                      ________ =disobey

If you are god you won’t need God

Sin is denying God’s right to rule over your life.  Exodus 32:7-8 “Then the Lord spoke to Moses, “Go down at once, for your people, whom you have brought up from the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves.  They have quickly turned aside from the way which I commanded them.”  What is sin?  Sin is turning away from the way God commands us to walk.

Is. 53:6 “All of us like sheep have gone astray.  Each of us has turned to his own way; But the Lord has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him.” Iniquity is me doing my own thing.

Sin is self’s rulership to rule own life; my will, my way, my exultation, my sufficiency, my evaluation, my estimation, my opinion against what God says.  Sin is choosing self above God. 
Therefore the Scripture tells us how sin is manifested.                                              

Romans 14:23   Whatever is not from faith (taking God at His word) is sin. Anytime I look at the word of God and I don’t act accordingly, I don’t have that firm conviction, and that conduct that results, I am guilty of committing sin.
1 John 3:4  Sin is lawlessness.

1 John 5:17 All unrighteousness is sin. What did Jesus Christ come to save me from? sin and unrighteousness.  
James 4:17 Therefore, to one who knows the right thing to do and does not do it, to him it is sin.


                      What is the result of sin?

The wages of sin is death.  
What does it take to be free from sin?  Salvation is not just freedom from sin’s penalty, but it is freedom from sin’s power.  Therefore, what does it take to be free from sin?  It takes deliverance because that is what salvation is.  It takes deliverance from that which produces sin. 
What or who produces sin?  It is not the flesh. The flesh can sin, but it is not the power plant of sin.  The old man produces sin; the old man that causes the body to be an instrument of sin.

Romans 6:6; Knowing this, that our old self (man)was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might be done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin;  “Done away with” = rendered inoperative.   In Greek the word is “katargeo.”
The one that used to make me a sinner is dead! He who has died (the old man) is freed from sin.
Heb 2:14 “Therefore, since the children (you and me) share in flesh and blood, He Himself (Jesus) likewise also partook of the same (He also became a man) that through death He might render powerless (katargeo) him who had the power of death, that is, the devil.

Question:  How did Satan have the power of death over us when you learned that God is sovereign and that He wounds and that He heals and He kills and He makes alive?  Satan had the power of death over us by keeping us in slavery to sin because the wages of sin is death. Therefore, when Jesus became flesh and blood for you and me, and you and I were crucified in Him, Satan power was broken over us. He could no longer lead us into death because we were freed from sin.  
It is absolutely key. Satan, who had the power of death, was rendered inoperative.  Why?  because Christ took care of your sin.  Not just the penalty of sin, but the power of sin.

Romans 6 – Our old man was that which produced sin in us. It was our old man that ruled over us, that reigned over us, that made us a sinner. But when I come to Christ, I am no longer a sinner, I am a saint.  I used to be a sinner, but I am saved from sin’s power.  I have been delivered. Salvation has happened to me.

What was the means by which that old man was put to death?  the cross.

What is salvation?  Salvation is embracing the cross of Jesus Christ.  Salvation is denial of self.
So many people say that you can be saved and then you can be a disciple or you can not be a disciple.  Kay doesn’t believe that is true. If I am truly saved, I will be a disciple. 
A disciple is a follower of Christ. (John 10 Jesus says that my sheep hear my voice and they follow me and I give them eternal life)  

Jesus says in John 14, I am the Way and the Truth, and the Life.  No man comes to the Father but through Me.  Can I say to Jesus, “I’ll take salvation but You leave me alone. I’m going to run my own life.” NO. If I truly take salvation it will deliver me from me, from self-rule, from sin’s power. If it delivers me from sin’s power, what is sin? It is independent action from God.  So I am going to be delivered from independence from God and I am going to live a life of submission to God.  What is faith? submitting to God’s word. 
Mark 8:34 (What is the mean? the cross)  “And He (Jesus) summoned the multitude (He is speaking to lost people) with His disciples, and said to them, ‘If anyone wishes to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.”’ 

What is salvation?  I am crucified with Christ.  Nevertheless I live, yet not I, but the life I now live, I live by the faith of the Son of God who lived and died for me.  

Can I say that I will take Jesus as my Savior but He cannot rule over my life?  I will not follow you; I will not embrace the cross? No.

What is the symbol of all Christianity? It is the cross of Jesus Christ where my sins were paid for and where sin was rendered inoperative in my life.
Mark 8:35 –“For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life (Here, I give you my self-will.  I give you myself and my life. You are God. I bow the knee. You are the Lord; I am the servant.) for My sake and the gospel’s (the power of God for salvation) will save it. “For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world, and forfeit his soul?  For what will a man give in exchange for his soul?  For whoever is ashamed of Me and my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the son of Man will also be ashamed of him when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels.”
If I am truly born again, I am going to deny myself and take up my cross. The cross is the bridge back to God. 

If there is no self denial, if there is no following Him, there is no salvation.

We cannot present a watered-down gospel.  There will be a righteousness produced through the Lordship of Jesus Christ if you are saved.
Luke 14:25-26 “Now large crowds were going along with Him: and He turned and said to them, ‘If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple.  Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple.”’
What is the cross? It is an instrument, a symbol of death.  I die to my right to rule over my life.

Luke 14:28 “For which one of you, when he wants to build a tower, does not first sit down and calculate the cost, to see if he had enough to complete it?”  In other words, when there is true salvation, you will sit down and figure out if you are willing to pay the price.  Are you willing to pay the price?  
Do you know what the cost of salvation is?  The cost of salvation is the denial of self.  It is saying, “God, what I lost in Adam, which was you ruling over me, I want to have back in Jesus Christ.” It is saying I want your rulership back in my life.

Luke 14:29 ‘Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation, and is not able to finish, all who observe it begin to ridicule him, saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to finish.”
Isn’t that what happens in church? People make a profession of faith, they walk the aisle, and they never really consider what they are doing.  No one has really ever explained to them that salvation is deliverance from sin’s power.  Then later on, people mock Christianity because there is no change.
Luke 14:31  “What king, when he sets out to meet another king in battle, will not first sit down and take counsel whether he is strong enough with 10,000 men to encounter the one coming against him with 20,000. Or else, while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks terms of peace.” So therefore, no one of you can be My disciple who does not give up all his own possessions.”  
“own possessions”?  Does that mean to be a disciple I have to walk out of my house and give it all up?  No, it means I give up the ownership of all I possess.  Why? because the cross is death. Salvation is total submission of oneself to God.  It is giving to God His rightful place.
Nothing can have preeminence over God.  

What does this take on the part of man?  In God’s sovereignty, what is man’s responsibility?  Repent and believe.  Repentance is the missing element in our teaching, in our presentation of the gospel.  
Repentance is a change of mind. Salvation is not just an emotional thing.  It is acknowledging in your mind and in your heart that Jesus Christ is God. It is deciding that you are no longer going to be your own god. You are going to let God be God in your life.  Repentance is repentance from sin.  If I repent from sin, I am repenting from running my own life.
Luke 15

Three parables:
Lost sheep




Lost coin




Lost son

Luke 15:7 “I tell you that in the same way, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents, than over 99 righteous person who need no repentance.”

Lost son: wants to live his own life.  Luke 15:18; “Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in your sight;” Repentance is seeing that you are wrong and having a change of mind.
Matt. 3:2 & 4:17 Jesus Christ and John the Baptist calling for repentance.  A kingdom implies a King and implies rulership.  Can I deny Jesus Christ as king, as God, as Lord, as Master, and move into His kingdom and not let him rule over me?  of course not  
Jesus is Lord and repentance is turning from self to Lordship of Jesus Christ.

Luke 13:3; “I tell you, no, but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.”

Repentance is a change of mind about who is going to rule your life.  Repentance is turning from self and faith is receiving Christ and it results in salvation.  Salvation takes repentance and faith.

Luke 24: 46-47  “and He said to them, ’Thus it is written, that the Christ would suffer and rise again from the dead the third day, and that repentance for forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in His name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem.”’  We are to proclaim repentance. Repentance is turning from self to God. That is salvation.
Story of the rich young Ruler:  What must I do to inherit eternal life?  Jesus said to keep the commandments.  He names everyone except the first commandment.  The first commandment is thou shall love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all soul, with all thy mind and with all thy strength.  Jesus tells him to sell all that he had. Would he go and sell what he had? No. What is that synonymous with? Luke 14 – does not give up his own possessions cannot be My disciple.
Why didn’t he give up his own possessions?  because self was at the center. 
Do you understand why you must believe and receive Jesus Christ as Lord?   I’m not saying that the day you get saved you have to get down on your knees and acknowledge that He is Lord. But I am saying this, when people get saved, you see Jesus as Lord in their life.

And if a person willfully, knowingly says, “OK, I’ll take salvation, but I don’t want God messing around with my life.”  You have got to tell that person, I’m sorry, but to be saved you must believe in your heart that God raised Jesus Christ from the dead delivering you from sin and you must confess with your mouth that Jesus Christ is Lord.

At the end of the Sermon on the Mount Jesus says that many people will come up to him and say Lord, Lord have I not cast out demons in your name.  Have I not done miracles in Your name? Have I not prophesized in Your name?  He will say to them depart from Me, I never knew you.  Jesus says it is those who hear and do that are built upon the rock of salvation.

It is not just saying, Lord, Lord. But it is the life of righteousness that is produced by repentance, turning from self and turning to God believing in the Lord Jesus Christ and receiving Him.  
Jesus is Lord, and when you give out the gospel, don’t give another gospel. You give the true gospel that produces the righteousness of God in us.

Now go out. Have beautiful feet and spread the gospel of peace and bring glad tidings of good things to people. But as you go, give them God’s gospel that saves men from the power of sin. It turns men from the rule of self to the rule of God, the Lordship of Jesus Christ.






What is the gospel that Paul sets forth in Romans?


Salvation is not mere forgiveness of sins, but it is deliverance from sin’s power through a life of faith.  “Just as it is written, the just shall live by faith.”








Salvation is not just the mere forgiveness of sins but an act of God that delivers men from sin’s dominion.  Salvation deals with the whole issue of sin not just with sins of the past but with the cause of sin in man.








Sin is rebellion against God’s authority or Lordship.


Salvation is submission to God’s authority or Lordship.
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