Romans III 

Lesson 8

Israel’s Rejection is Your Salvation

Israel’s Salvation is Your Savior’s Return
As you read Romans you must remember Paul’s Gospel is God’s Gospel.  Paul’s Epistle to the Romans is God’s word to the church.  The truth that Paul gives us in Romans is the truth God wants us to have.  Therefore, it is all you need to know.

Man’s 4 Responsibilities in Salvation are:

1) To let go of his own self righteousness and by faith to subject themselves to the righteousness of God.

2) To believe in his heart and confess with his mouth that Jesus Christ is Lord.

3) To call upon the name of the Lord.  (Rom. 10:13)
4) To have beautiful feet.

Romans 10

How are people going to believe without hearing?  They hear through a verbal testimony. How are people going to hear? Preachers need to be sent, the beautiful feet of the gospel of peace.

 Beautiful Feet
Kay and Jack spent 3 ½ years in Mexico where she met, Moises, (Moy-says) a child in a poor village in Mexico. He had lost his feet to diabetes and only had stumps. But he still managed to share the gospel message in his village by scooting around on a crude cart his parents had put together.  He didn’t have feet but he had the “beautiful feet of the gospel of peace.”  He shared the gospel in a village steeped in paganism by handing out gospel tracts.  Many times he was stoned for preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ.  I have two good feet.  Am I using them to preach and bring good tidings of good things? We have an obligation because we know!

Romans 10:14-21

Point 1

All Will Not Heed But All Will Hear
1) Through those with beautiful feet

2) Through creation and their God consciousness. 

(Rom. 10:18 “But I say, surely they have never heard, have they? Indeed they have; ‘Their voice has gone out into all the earth, and their words to the ends of the world.’”)
Paul is going back to Psalm 19 under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, and he is picking up some Scripture that proves his point that all have heard.
Psalm 19 – wonderful Psalm, interesting Psalm
Two Divisions:

Testimony of Heaven, Psalm 19:1-6 show the heavens declaring God’s glory, or giving witness to Him. 

Psalm 19:1-6

The heavens are telling of the glory of God;

And their expanse is declaring the work of His hands.

Day to day pours forth speech,

And night to night reveals knowledge.

There is no speech, nor are there words;

Their voice is not heard.  (In other words, there is a witness, but it’s an inaudible witness)
Their line has gone out through all the earth,

And their utterances to the end of the world. (It is a universal testimony without words which is coming from the heavens.)

In them He has placed a tent for the sun,

Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, 

It rejoices as a strong man to run his course. 

Its rising is from one end of the heavens,

And its circuit to the other end of them;

And there is nothing hidden from its heat.
He is talking about the sun and the stars that declare the glory of God.

Testimony in Word of God, Psalm 19:7-14 Scriptures declaring God’s word or God’s Servant (Jesus)

Psalm 19:7-14

The law of the Lord is perfect, restoring the soul;

The testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple.

The precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart;

The commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes. 

The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever;

The judgments of the Lord are true, they are righteous altogether.

They are more desirable than gold, yes, than much fine gold;

Sweeter also than honey and the drippings of the honeycomb.

Moreover, by them, Your servant is warned;

In keeping them there is great reward.

Who can discern his errors? Acquit me of hidden faults.

Also keep back Your servant from presumptuous sins;’

Let them not rule over me;

Then I will be blameless.

And I shall be acquitted of great transgression.

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 

be acceptable in  Your sight,

O, Lord, my rock and my Redeemer.

You see two testimonies of God: one in the heavens and one in the word of God. God has Paul go back to Psalm 19 to show that, yes, everyone has heard. They have heard because the heavens declare the glory of God.

Parallel verse in Rom. 1:19-20.  The wrath of God is revealed.  That which is known about God is evident within them.  Everyone has a God consciousness. Nature testifies that there is a God.  God in His creation testifies of the reality of His existence.  He lets us see in His creation that He is the Creator, and we are the created.  We see within our heart that we are responsible and accountable to God. 

3) Israel will hear through the Gentiles. Rom. 10:14-21 The Gentiles were given Israel’s privileges. 
Rom 10:19  “But I say, surely Israel did not know, did they? At the first Moses says, ‘I will make you jealous by that which is not a nation, by a nation without understanding will I anger you.’ And Isaiah is very bold and says, ‘I was found by those who sought Me not, (Gentiles) I became manifest to those who did not ask for Me. But as for Israel He says, ‘All the day long I have stretched out My hands to a disobedient and obstinate people.’”  
Yes, all men are without excuse because all men have heard. They have heard through 1) beautiful feet of those that preach the Gospel of peace, 2) heavens and creation and inward witness 3) through the Gentiles receiving and having what Israel rejected and therefore it becomes a witness.
Romans 9-11

Paul moves to his second major point.  Paul is explaining why Israel has not been saved.
Romans 9:1-10:21: It is not that the word of God that has failed.  Why hasn’t the word of God failed?

1) God sovereignly chooses from Jew and Gentile.
2) Because He said that only a remnant of Israel would be saved. 
3) Israel stumbled over the stumbling stone (Jesus).  
4) Because faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the word of Christ.

People have been saved, some Jews and some Gentiles.

Point 2 (11:1 -36)
God has not rejected Israel

1) Israel’s rejection is not total but partial.
2) Israel’s rejection is not eternal but temporal.
3) Israel’s rejection is the salvation of the world.
God has not rejected Israel has He? (11:1-36)
Kay’s 7 “No’s”
1) No. Paul is a Jew; he is part of the remnant.

2) No. Israel’s temporary rejection is the Gentile’s salvation or the reconciliation of the world.  (Rev. 5:9-10 – people from every tribe and tongue and nation)

3) No. The root is still there.  The branches will be grafted in.
4) No. Their deliverance will come when the fullness of the Gentiles comes in. (John 10:14-16 – I have sheep which are not of this fold that will come in.)

5) No. God has made a covenant with them. God never breaks His covenants.
6) No. The gifts and calling of God are irrevocable.  This is why you can be secure in the salvation that God has brought you.
7) No. God is merciful. As He was merciful to Gentiles so He will be to the Jews.

Now, what opens up in Romans 9 with a cry of grief, ends with a eulogy of praise, a eulogy of trust in chapter 11 because you see the whole scope of salvation in 9, 10, and 11 from the Jew to the Gentile to the Jew.
Chapter 11
Kay reads.

Verse 1:     Paul is proof that God has not rejected Israel.
Verse 2-4: God foreknew His people and although Israel temporarily rejects, God is

going to bring His people to Himself.  God always had a believing remnant.

Verse 5-7: The remnant is according to God’s gracious choice.  We see the sovereignty of God.  Grace not works.  
Those who were chosen obtained salvation.  God knew who the remnant of believers would be in the nation of Israel at that time.  God also knows that the rest were hardened.  When they are hardened, this is what he does. He quotes Isaiah and then Psalm 69 that David wrote.  We see that they were hardened and what the judgment is that is going to come upon them.  You say, “But they were hardened, that is not fair of God.”  But who are you, O man, to take God into court.  Who are you, O man, who is going to judge?  You say, “It doesn’t reconcile in my mind.” But remember God has given you enough to know. If He wanted to explain it to you anymore, He would. He has not.  You must bow the knee.  He is just and fair.

Verse 8-10: The judgment of the wicked. 
Verse 11: (Ps. 69:22) The Jews stumbled over Jesus, but not so they could not recover. This is only temporary.  By their transgression, this stumbling has been the salvation of the Gentiles. This is something that you ought to give great thanks to God for because it has been the salvation of the Gentiles.  The gospel is given to the Jew first and then to the Greek. It came to the Greek because Israel’s rejection was our salvation.  Our salvation is to make the Jews jealous. (Rom 10:19)

What do you do when you witness to a Jew? Kay makes them jealous.  She tells them, “I want you to know that if I could be anything in this world, I would be a Jew that knew Jesus. I am so thankful to God for you because it is you that has given me the promises of God which have made me an inheritor of heaven, a son of God... You can go on and on and on until they are licking their chops over what you are sharing with them.

Verse 12:    How much more their fulfillment will be? In other words, God has not rejected His people.  They are going to be saved. When they get saved, it is going to bring back Messiah. 
Verse 14:  Paul understood the sovereignty of God in salvation.  Paul understood that God chooses, that whom God foreknows, He chooses. Paul knew all that, yet that did not stop him from preaching the gospel as if it depended upon man.  

Paul doesn’t know who is elect. He doesn’t know who the remnant are.  But he knows that he is responsible for delivering the Gospel to all men.  Don’t ever let God’s sovereignty and God’s election keep you from giving the gospel.  Giving the gospel is my responsibility.
Verse 16:    God put down an olive tree.  The Jews understood this.
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If the root is holy, the branches are holy.  If the dough is holy, then the lump you pull out of that is holy. God began with Israel. God began with father Abraham. Through the Jews would come salvation to the world. But how would it come?  What happened was the tree started to grow and then these branches did not believe, and God cut them off. Then God got branches off of a wild olive tree, and He grafted them into the natural tree.  Because of the root system flowing and the life of Messiah flowing through them, they are holy. But the branches that were cut off will eventually be grafted in again.  Yes, Israel as a nation did not believe. It was laid aside. But God will pick Israel up as a nation and graft them in, and He can do that because they were cut off from that which was holy.  It is no problem to graft them back in again. It was no problem to graft a wild branch in.
Verse 17: Note: it was some of the branches.  
Verse 18: Don’t be arrogant toward the branches.  They support you, you don’t support
them.  Where did your salvation come from? Salvation is of the Jews. It began with them.
Verse 20:  You (unnatural branches) stand only by your faith, not by works.  You have heard the sovereignty of God. You have heard that God chooses and whom God calls and whom He justifies, those He also glorifies. And yet, here you hear the responsibility of man to keep on believing. Here you hear that continuance in the faith is evidence of your salvation.   

Verse 21: If the natural branches were not spared because of their unbelief, the unnatural branches will not be spared either.

Verse 22: Behold then the kindness and severity of God (see the contrast); to those who fell, severity, but to you, God’s kindness, if you continue in His kindness; otherwise you also will be cut off.  (You can’t ever be cut off.)  This is the man-ward aspect of responsibility to continue in faith.

Verse 23: And they also, if they do not continue in their unbelief, will be grafted in, for 

God is able to graft them in again.

Verse 25: Do not be uninformed of this mystery lest you be wise in your own     estimation-this is a partial hardening only until all the Gentiles come in.

Train Track Drawing
God began with Israel. He had a track that was going to lead to heaven. He put a train on this track. It was the Jewish train, salvation was by them.  Then God comes along and after the coming of Christ that Jewish train goes off on a side track.  Then God puts a Gentile train in. Then when all the Gentiles who are to be saved are saved, (when they are all aboard) then the switch will change and Israel will come back on the track and Israel will be saved.  There is a partial hardening until the fullness of the Gentiles comes in.
Fullness of the Gentiles:  John 10:14-16; “I am the Good Shepherd and I know My own and My own know Me, even as the Father knows Me and I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep. I have other sheep, which are not of this fold; (the Gentiles that He has chosen before the foundation of the world) I must bring them also, and they will hear My voice; and they will become one flock with one shepherd.
Verse 25-26: Until all the Gentiles has come in; and so all Israel will be saved; just as it is written, “The deliverer will come from Zion, He will remove ungodliness from Jacob. And this is my covenant with them, when I take away their sins.

Back in Jeremiah He promised the Jews that the day would come when He would make a new covenant with them. He would take away their sins.

Jeremiah 31:33-34

“But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those days,” declares the Lord, “I will put My law within their heart (that’s what the Holy Spirit does to us in salvation)  I will write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. They will not teach again, each man his neighbor and each man his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they will all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them.” Declares the Lord, “For I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.”

He is not saying that all Israel from Abraham on, He is saying all Israel that is living at the time when Christ comes back to remove ungodliness from Jacob (Israel). Then the Jews will be saved.  He is not saying every Jew will be saved.
God is going to take away their sin.

Jeremiah 33:14-26

God has not rejected His people because He is a covenant-keeping God.
33:20-21a “Thus says the Lord, ‘If you can break My covenant for the day and My covenant for the night, so that day and night will not be at their appointed time, then My covenant may also be broken with David My servant, (Can you break the covenant for the day and night? No.) 
Verse 25-26: “Thus says the Lord, ‘If my covenant for day and night stand not, and the fixed patterns of heaven and earth   I have not established, then I would reject the descendants of Jacob and David My servant...  But I will restore their fortunes and will have mercy on them.’”
All Israel is going to be saved. God has not rejected His people.
Romans 11:26  The deliverer is Jesus.  He is coming from heavenly Zion.  

When Jesus comes back and all of Israel is saved, how much of Israel will still be existing?

Zechariah 13:7-9; 

 “Awake, O sword, against My Shepherd, and against the man, My Associate,” declares the Lord of hosts.  (This is talking about Jesus. This is prophesy.) “Strike the Shepherd that the sheep may be scattered; (crucifixion) and I will turn My hand against the little ones.  It will come about in all the land,”(This is over a span of time. We are going from the crucifixion of Jesus Christ to just before the coming of Jesus Christ as King of Kings and Lord of Lords.) declares the Lord, “That two parts in it will be cut off and perish; but the third (of Jews) will be left in it.” “And I will bring the third part through the fire,(tribulation) refine them as silver is refined, and test them as gold is tested.  They will call on My name, and I will answer them; I will say, ‘They are My people,’ And they will say, “The Lord is my God.’” 

These are the statements concerning Israel in Zech. 13:7-2/3 destroyed and 1/3 come through the fire.

Verse 28: The Jews are the enemies of the Gospel because of their unbelief for your sake, but from the standpoint of God’s choice they are beloved for the sake of the fathers; Why? God made a covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the fathers and He doesn’t break His covenant.
Verse 29: for the gifts and calling of God are irrevocable. God does not change His mind.

When God calls, when God gives you something, He doesn’t take it back. 

Verse 30-32  “For just as you once were disobedient to God, but now have been shown mercy because of their (Jews) disobedience, so these also now have been disobedient, that because of the mercy shown to you (Gentiles) they also may now be shown mercy. For God has shut up all in disobedience so that He may show mercy to all.”   Reminds us of Romans 3- All have sinned that they might be justified by grace. 

Verse 30-35: God is debtor to no man.  No one can know the mind of God to tell him what to do. 
Verse 36:  For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen. 

This brings the doctrinal section of Romans to a conclusion.  In 12-16 you will have the duty.
Closing Remarks
In Romans chapters 1-11: You learned the doctrine of the Gospel.  You know the Gospel.  You are a debtor to tell the others who do not know. How beautiful will be your feet when you stand before God the Father who so loved the world.
John 3:16

For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.

How beautiful will your feet be?  If you don’t take this gospel and you hoard it to yourself and you do not take it to that world out there, you are going to be so ashamed when you stand before Him.  

You understand God’s sovereignty.  But you also see man’s responsibility.  Take the gospel to the world.  It is your responsibility to preach in season and out of season. We are to reprove and rebuke and exhort with all long-suffering and doctrine for the time is coming when men will not endure sound teaching. (2 Timothy 4:2-3) You have the sound teaching, now give it out.  And know this as you move out, that from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever and ever.  Amen.
Prayer:

Father, thank you for Your Word. Thank you for opening our eyes of understanding.  Thank you for being our teacher. Thank you for the fellowship that we have had as we discussed the things we have learned. Thank you for teaching us through one another. Thank you, Father, for this wonderful privilege of being able to study to show ourselves approved unto you, workmen that need not be ashamed. Help us to go forth bearing precious seed, weeping as Paul wept over those who do not know you but coming again rejoicing and bringing our sheaves with us.

May our cry of grief be turned to a eulogy of trust and praise knowing, Father, for from You and through You and to You are all things. To You be the glory forever and ever. AMEN.
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