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Precept Ministries – Romans IV

Lesson 0 – The Power of God for Salvation

Romans 1:16-17, 1 Corinthians 1:18-2:5, 15:1-8
You are in for a marvelous study in Romans IV. You are now stepping from the doctrinal part of the book to the practical part of the book and it is so practical it will make you hurt. Knowing the key verse of Romans is essential: 
Romans 1:16-17
For I am not ashamed of the gospel for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it (the gospel) the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “But the righteous man shall live by faith.”
Paul quotes the key verse of all the word of God: Habakkuk 2:4b But the righteous will live by his faith. The explanation of the [key] words in Romans 1:16-17 is necessary so you will have the definition of these vital terms under your belt.

The Greek word for “gospel” is “euangelion” (έυαγγελιον) meaning “the good news”. Wonderful news. 
The Gospel is the sum total of the saving truth about Jesus Christ as it is communicated to lost humanity. 
As you look at this you see that it is called the gospel of Jesus Christ or God—the good news of God to a lost world that there is salvation which is only possible through His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. If you want a definition of the gospel in the word of God where it is explained go to:
1 Corinthians 15:1-2 Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel (the good news) which I preached to you, which also you received, in which also you stand, by which also you are saved,… No man can be saved apart from the gospel of Jesus Christ. There’s not salvation in any other except the person of Jesus Christ. This is the good news about salvation that comes through Jesus. …if you hold fast (the truth) the word which I preached to you, unless you believed in vain. As you study Romans, it is a salvation that totally saves a man. It is a salvation that takes him from the minute he gets saved and delivers him from hell all the way to heaven. You continue in the faith if you are truly born again. …if you hold fast the word which I preached to you. Paul is not saying that you’re saved by holding fast but that the result of being saved is that you will hold fast. You know that you’re saved because you do hold fast. [1 Corinthians 15:3-4 defines the two parts necessary for the gospel to be the good news.]
1 Corinthians 15:3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, (the gospel—the good news about Jesus Christ): that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures.
1. Death of Jesus Christ: that Christ died for our sins therefore the first point of the good news is the death of Jesus Christ because the only way you can be saved is for someone to die in your stead according to the Scriptures, This points back to the Old Testament because all the way through it we see pictures of Jesus Christ and His substitutionary death for us. The Old Testament speaks of the death of Jesus Christ. When Jesus hung on the cross, He who knew no sin was made sin for you and me. God took all of the sins of all of humanity—all our sins—and placed them upon Jesus. Christ died for our sins. What is the evidence for the death of a person? That they are buried. So Paul goes on to say this:
1 Corinthians 15:4 And that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, So the death of Jesus Christ was verified in that He was buried. The second part of the gospel is the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
2. Resurrection of Jesus Christ. God looked at Jesus and His payment of the penalty for our sins and said, “My holiness is satisfied.” Then God raised Jesus from the dead. Again, this is according to the Scriptures and the verification is that He was seen by many. 
1 Corinthians 15:5-8 and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. After that He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom remain until now, but some have fallen asleep; then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles; and last of all, as to one untimely born, He appeared to me (Paul) also. 
After Jesus had ascended into heaven, He came back and appeared to Paul when he was on the road to Damascus.
So this is the Gospel. It is the good news that Jesus died in your place. He was buried, raised from the dead and seen by many. That’s the good news. If you believe this you will be saved. Paul says, “I am not ashamed of the gospel of Jesus Christ. It is the power of God unto salvation.” This is what is so neat and Kay wants you to grasp it: “It is not my talents or my ability or my persuasiveness or my charisma or my looks or my fanfare or my advertising or PR that makes the gospel effective in any way.” Contained in that gospel is “the power of God unto salvation.” 
Really, it does not matter who delivers it. If it is delivered correctly, you have the truth of the gospel: 
· of the death of Jesus Christ for our sins (for all have sinned and come short of the glory of God), 
· that He was buried, but God raised Him from the dead, and 

· that He was seen by many after being raised from the dead, and 
· because He lives I can live; because He lives you can live. 
When we deliver that gospel, then contained in that gospel is the power of God unto salvation. 
You have heard of people who have preached, who have been greatly used of God, but then have walked away saying, “I have never believed.” Kay knows someone who walked away saying, “I don’t believe this stuff.” People replied, “But you’ve got to believe, look at the effect it has.” His answer: “I’m telling you, I don’t believe it.” Their response: “Why? Why are you preaching?” His explanation: “Because it’s good business. You can make a good living.” There are people who have known these words [of the gospel] but have not known Christ personally or intimately [even though they] have spoken and people have gotten saved. How can this be?
The power of God lies not in the messenger but in the message.
We need to remember that because today we think we need to sugarcoat the gospel to make it palatable to people or to bring it on with great entertainment. We think we have to bring it on with eloquence of words or showmanship, but no. It is the power of God unto salvation. Inherent in those words—in that saving truth—is the power that takes a man: 

· out of darkness into light, 
· from the power of Satan into the kingdom of God, 
· gives him forgiveness of sins, and 
· gives him an inheritance among those who are sanctified.
1 Corinthians 1:18 For the word of the cross… The “Word of the Cross” is the death of Jesus Christ but it is also the resurrection because, with Jesus, life follows death. …is foolishness to those who are perishing,…
They are in a state of perishing. Every human being who does not know the Lord Jesus Christ is in a state of death—dying and dying and dying and pretty soon will go off right into hell. It is a habitual perishing, a continuous thing they are going through. It’s not that they are living and all of a sudden they die, but that they are dying continually, perishing and perishing. The wrath of God abides on someone who does not believe even now (John 3:36) but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. The Greek word for “power” is “dunamis” (δυναμις). It is the power of God. Who are being saved? Does that mean that I’m not saved now? That I have to keep on doing something in order to be saved? No. It’s a process of salvation. It’s not something that instantly happens then is over with. Rather, it’s that you move from darkness into light, from the power of Satan to the kingdom of God; it’s also something that keeps going on, which we will see when we look at the tenses of salvation.

1 Corinthians 1:19-20 For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the cleverness of the clever I will set aside.” Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 
The preaching of the Cross is foolishness to those who are perishing. The Corinthians were all caught up in wisdom. They were Gentiles, not Jews. Paul is therefore writing to a Gentile audience.

1 Corinthians 1:21 For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not come to know God, God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe.
It’s not through wisdom that a man comes to Jesus Christ. It’s through the message. The message is the power of God unto salvation. As we deliver it, it looks like a foolish message. “You mean one man could hang on a tree and while there pay for the sins of all mankind, past, present and future?” Yes. “I don’t understand that.” You don’t come to God through wisdom but through faith. You realize that this is what God says, then you bow the knee and believe it. Thus, you should never be intimidated by an intellectual. You should never take the gospel of Jesus Christ and alter it to fit a man’s wisdom or intellect. It’s just the good old gospel. 
One of the great “daddies” of the faith, Ironside, was on a train before the days of planes. A young man sat next to him. The Lord laid on his heart that he was to share the gospel with this intellectual young man. As he did, the young man kept trying to get him in a debate but all Ironside would do was to say, “Turn to your Bible and read this. But the Scripture says…the Scripture says, the Scripture says…” over and over.  That’s all you need. “What sayeth the Lord?” It is the power of God unto salvation and it convicts. We just need to know what that gospel is and give it out.
Kay was on a plane with a deadline to write John, Part II because it was going to be taught the next week. There were two men in her seats so they needed to move. Kay said that she didn’t care where they sat except that she needed to sit next to her secretary (Evelyn) because they needed to work. It left Kay sitting in the middle which she hates. She wanted to complain but kept her mouth shut and prayed instead. Just pray for “Fred”, so she did. He began to talk to her so God opened the door for her to share the gospel with him. Fred believes that when you die you go to a place called purgatory and there you pay for your sins. In his view, Jesus didn’t pay for [personal sins], He only paid for your original sin. Kay began to share with him the gospel of Jesus Christ, the death, burial and resurrection as explained in the Word of God. She showed him how there couldn’t be a purgatory but how in Hebrews 1:3 Jesus by Himself purged us of our sins and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. All Kay did was to say, “But look Fred, but look Fred…” He wanted to get her off target, to debate the differences between her denomination and his but Kay kept taking him back to the Scriptures. He didn’t get saved but he sure got convicted. He admitted that she had a convincing case. Kay has been praying for him ever since. We have the gospel and the gospel is the power of God unto salvation.
1 Corinthians 1:22-23 For indeed Jews ask for signs and Greeks search for wisdom; but we preach Christ crucified, I must preach Christ crucified—not Christ a good life, not Christ a good role model, but Christ crucified—the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. …to Jews a stumbling block… Most of the Jews are not going to see it but will stumble over it. The Gentiles, on the other hand, will think it’s nuts. The Jews are seeking for signs, therefore it becomes a stumbling block. …and to Gentiles foolishness, The Gentiles are looking for wisdom, therefore the gospel becomes foolishness to them.
1 Corinthians 1:24-25 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. You don’t come to know God through wisdom but once you come to know Jesus Christ you have wisdom. You have insight into man and into the world. Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.
1 Corinthians 1:26-29 For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble; but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, That’s why, when we are delivering the gospel of Jesus Christ, we don’t have to be intimidated by anyone or ask, “Who am I that I should go?” You should go because the One who is the “I am” says, “Go” and you should be obedient. All you need to know is the gospel of Jesus Christ and it’s also all you need to deliver. ..and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong, and the base things of the world and the despised God has chosen, the things that are not, so that He may nullify the things that are, so that no man may boast before God.
Bishop Latimer was in the procession down the aisle of the church in flowing robes and mitred hat when a man grabbed hold of his robe saying, “Prithee, dear master, may I speak to you after the service?” Latimer said “yes” then went on. Later this little peasant man knocked on the bishop’s door and entered his study. He said, “Master, I want to tell you what Christ has done for me.” Then he shared the gospel of Jesus Christ—a peasant sharing the gospel with the bishop of the church. Bishop Latimer knew then that he was lost and came to know the Lord Jesus Christ. He may have become a martyr for Christ. It was a little peasant telling the bishop of the church about Jesus Christ that brought that man to Jesus.

1 Corinthians 1:30-2:1 But by His (God’s) doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption, so that, just as it is written, “Let him who boasts, boast in the Lord.” And when I came to you, brethren, I did not come with superiority of speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to you the testimony of God. He knew that the power was not in his speech or his wisdom or in his intellectual arguments but the power was in the message that he was going to deliver.
1 Corinthians 2:2 For I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified. When you share the gospel and you’re talking to an unbeliever, that’s what you need to hit—nothing else. Jesus Christ and Him crucified. Not Him as a good life or as a model but Him crucified because that’s the gospel, the good news: The death of Jesus Christ for your sins.

1 Corinthians 2:3-5 I (this is Paul speaking) was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling,… Kay can relate. Sometimes she goes to speak and thinks she will have a heart attack, that her heart is going to fall out of her body. She gets frightened too. And my message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith would not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power of God. 
If their faith is going to rest on the power of God, it’s going to rest on the gospel because it is the power of God unto salvation for everyone who believes. If you get the message clear, they will hear. Romans 1:16 “I’m not ashamed of the gospel of Jesus Christ. It is the power of God unto salvation.”
“Salvation” in the Greek is “soteria” or “soterios”. The verb “to save” is “sozo”. The word for “savior” is “soter”. The word “soter” is used only 24 times in the New Testament, 16 times for Jesus as Savior and 8 times for God. There are three components that make up salvation:

The Three Components of Salvation
1. A person in distress or danger (like a person who is drowning)
2. A deliverer (like a life preserver. God throws the life preserver, which is Jesus Christ.)

3. Deliverance or safety or security.

Salvation goes from danger to safety through a deliverer. There are three tenses of salvation which it will help you to know when you read through Romans. 

The Three Tenses of Salvation
1. Past tense: I have been saved. What have I been saved from? The penalty of sin: the wages of sin is death (spiritual death).

2. Present tense: I am being saved. It’s not just a past tense of deliverance from death but a habitual deliverance from the power of sin. Sin has power but when you get saved the Holy Spirit comes within you and gives you power. The New Covenant says, “I will put My Spirit within you and I will cause you to walk in My statutes and keep My commandments.” If I walk this way then I am walking righteously and I’m delivered from the power of sin.

3. Future tense: I shall be saved. What shall I be saved from? The presence of sin. When my salvation is complete (I have received Jesus Christ as my savior then I walk with Jesus Christ so that I am being saved from the power of sin) then eventually, some day, I am going to be saved from the presence of sin because I am going to be taken up to heaven.

As you look at these three tenses you see in them:

The Three Doctrines of Salvation
1. Justification: As you are freed from the penalty of sin you are justified.

2. Sanctification: Is the doctrine that shows the process of being sanctified—set apart, made holy—as I am saved from the power of sin.

3. Glorification: When I get my new body or see God face to face at the time I am caught up to heaven or when I die and am absent from the body and present with the Lord.

Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation… We’ve seen what the gospel is, we’ve seen that it’s the power of God, and we’ve seen salvation. …to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.
“Believes” as a verb in the Greek is “pisteuo” (πιστευο). In Romans 1:16-17 you find key words that will go all the way throughout the book. Knowing these will help you as you read through Romans.

“Faith” is the noun form of the same Greek word: “pistis” (πιστις). The three component parts to faith and belief begin with some knowledge.
The Three Components of Faith and Belief
1. Firm conviction of some knowledge, ie, the truth about Jesus Christ.

2. Implied in that is some surrender to that knowledge. If Kay jumps off her speaking platform, she believes that she will land on her two feet. So what does she do? Jump. She first believes that she will land intact, then she commits herself to it. There is a surrender to it when she jumps. There is firm conviction of the knowledge followed by a personal surrender leading to:

3. Conduct inspired by it.

Therefore it is not mere intellectual assent. It is not “Yes, I believe that Jesus is the Christ.” Or “I believe in God.” The demons believe. They have enough sense to tremble but yet they are not saved. When Jesus confronted men with demons they asked, “What do we have to do with Thee?” So they knew who Jesus was but that didn’t save them. Why? Because, although they had the knowledge, they didn’t have a firm conviction that what they knew was true therefore there was no personal surrender to it, thus no conduct inspired by that.

1 Corinthians 15:2 By which (referring to the gospel) also you are saved, if you hold fast the word which I preached to you, unless you believed in vain. So you have a firm conviction that results in a surrender leading to a conduct that holds fast. This is true faith right here.
Romans 1:16-17 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; Meaning that it is totally by faith—always by faith. Grace. God did it all. Jesus did it all. You believed. You live by faith. You’re saved by faith. It’s totally faith. It’s firm conviction; a surrender; conduct. That’s what salvation is all about. As it is written, “But the righteous man shall live by faith.” 

Key Words in Romans Regarding Salvation
1. Redemption. “To redeem” means to “buy and set free”, “to purchase something never to be sold again”, there are different plays on the word “redeem”. It means “to buy out of the market” “to purchase something”. In redemption, God purchased us. God paid for your redemption. He bought you out of the slave market of sin, paid the price, then set you free never to be sold again back into bondage to sin. It’s a three-tense salvation, not just “I have been saved” but also “I am being saved”. Before justification can ever happen there has to be redemption. And that redemption was wrought at Calvary. What was the price of your redemption?
Kay was tearing down the barns where Precept Ministries began. They had a barn reminiscence party and gathered together some of the people who were there at the beginning of Precepts. They remembered when Kay taught and said they had never heard anything like that before. They didn’t understand those truths but were so excited because it was the preaching of the gospel and solid teaching of the word of God. God reminded Kay that there are now a lot of new people coming in. You think they know but they don’t. Never assume and never get away from teaching the good old gospel. There is so much garbage that has been added to the teaching and the preaching that has been done today. So much flesh but what you need is the word of God.

1 Peter 1:17-19 If you address as Father the One who impartially judges according to each one’s work, conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay on earth; knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile (empty, vain) way of life inherited from your forefathers, (sin passed down from Adam to every generation) but with precious blood,… You are redeemed, not with corruptible things but with “precious blood” …as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ. That’s what you were redeemed with. 
Therefore salvation is redemption from sin by the blood of Jesus Christ. It’s:

2. Propitiation. “Propitiation” means “to satisfy”. Who needed to be satisfied? Who was holy, righteous, just? God. God is absolute Righteousness. He is “+R”. He sits upon a throne and around it are the cherubim and the seraphim. They cry out continually to God, “Holy, holy, holy Lord God Almighty. Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory.” He is holy because He is absolute righteousness. He is other-than-man. Man dwells on earth and as you look at men, all of them have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. Man is “–R”. They are without righteousness and without that no man can see God. So God, who loves us, who loves the world, who does not want us to perish, but wants us to live with Him, wants unrighteous men to be made righteous. How is he going to take an unrighteous mankind and make us righteous? How can a holy God justify (declare righteous) anyone?
3. Justification. “Justification” means “to declare righteous”. Kay doesn’t like the definition “Just as if I’d never sinned” because you have sinned. “To justify” takes someone who was unrighteous and declares them righteous. How does God do that? By redeeming them by the blood of Jesus Christ. Then God, being propitiated by that blood, is satisfied.
To illustrate this, draw a triangle to represent God with a “+R” beside it, surround the whole thing by a rectangular box around which you draw cherubim and seraphim. This drawing also symbolizes the Ark of the Covenant in the Old Testament. The Ark of the Covenant was housed in the tabernacle in the holy of holies. Over the lid (the mercy seat) of the Ark was God’s pillar of cloud, the Shekinah Glory. This was where God met man in the Holy of Holies. But man could only go into the Holy of Holies one time of year on the Day of Atonement when man’s sins were covered for another year.

Lost mankind was always outside the tabernacle, which was a place of worship for God. If lost mankind wanted to approach God and have fellowship with Him in the Old Testament days, they had to come to the altar of brass and bring a sacrifice because no one could enter the presence of God without the symbolic blood to cover their sins. So here is unrighteous man whom God wants to be righteous. In the Old Testament, God gave us a picture of redemption, propitiation, and justification through the tabernacle. 
The tabernacle is the gospel to the Jews. It is a picture of the work of Jesus Christ. When someone would come to the altar of brass they would bring an animal whose throat was slit. The blood would be shed and applied to the horns of the altar with the animal on it as a symbol of sinful man trying to approach and worship God, which he can’t, apart from the shedding of blood. This altar of brass is a picture of the Cross thus a picture of our redemption. This is where the blood is shed for unrighteous men, knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things but with the precious blood of a lamb without spot or blemish. Jesus was that Lamb.
In the tabernacle after the altar of brass is the laver. Where was I cleansed of my sins? At the laver? No, at the altar of brass. The laver is for daily washing for the priests. In the New Covenant every believer becomes a priest. Remember when Jesus was washing feet and Peter said, “Lord you’re not going to wash my feet.” Jesus replied, “If I don’t wash your feet then you’re not clean.” Peter said, “Lord, my whole body.” Jesus answered, “Peter, he who has been cleansed only needs to wash his feet.” He’s saying that there’s a once-for-all cleansing, a once for all sanctification that sets me apart for God. But as I live and walk with Him there is a daily cleansing through the washing of the water of the Word.

Then we come into the holy place where on the right there is a table of shewbread. Jesus is the Bread of Life. “Except you eat my flesh and drink my blood, you don’t have eternal life.” On the left is the seven-branched candlestick. Jesus is the Light of the world. He that follows Him shall not walk in darkness but shall walk in light and he shall have the light of life.

John 1:4 In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men.
In front of the veil that separated the holy place from the Holy of Holies, there was an altar of incense. Before they went into the presence of God, they had to get incense off that altar, put it in a pot, take it in and wave it on the Day of Atonement. That altar of incense shows us that Jesus Christ is our High Priest. 

Hebrews 7:25 Therefore, He is able also to save forever those who draw near to God through Him since He always lives to make intercession for them.
So here is the tabernacle giving us a picture. Here is redemption at the altar of brass. Where is propitiation? On the Day of Atonement they would bring two goats to the tabernacle (see Leviticus 16). One goat would be the goat of azazel and the other would die. The azazel goat was the scapegoat. They would cast lots and tie a ribbon on the scapegoat. They would take the other goat, sacrifice its blood then the priest would go into the Holy of Holies on the Day of Atonement, put the blood on the mercy seat (“hilasmos” (‘ιλασμος) meaning “propitiation”; 1 John 2:2 “hilasterion”). He is our propitiation. This means that the blood of Jesus Christ was put on the mercy seat of the altar of God and God said that He saw that blood and He was satisfied. When Jesus died, Kay believes (there’s debate on it among scholars) from her study of Hebrews that Jesus walked right in to the very throne of God and put His blood on it and all of heaven shouted “propitiated”. God is satisfied.
This is how a righteous God can justify unrighteous men. Because of our redemption, God is propitiated. We have propitiation. Redemption + Propitiation enables a righteous God to declare us righteous = Justification. Therefore we can be declared righteous. (All of this comes through the New Testament not the Old.)
4. Reconciliation. Thus you have the doctrine of reconciliation. Between an unrighteous man and a righteous God there is enmity because man walked away from God. God never walked away from man but man walked away from God in unbelief and disobedience. So when man by faith turns back to God, coming to Him through Jesus Christ through redemption, knowing that God has been propitiated in His holiness for the blood of Jesus Christ, then you have reconciliation. It is so intense that it is Christ in you, the hope of glory. And it’s me in Christ. That’s our reconciliation. This is the “power of God unto salvation to everyone who believes”. It is a salvation through redemption, through propitiation, through justification, through reconciliation, and through sanctification.
5. Sanctification. “Sanctification” means that an unrighteous man no longer lives an unrighteous life but because he has been saved, he now lives in righteousness. Oh, every now and then he sins but it is no longer the habit of his life. Why? He has not only been set free from the penalty of sin but also from the power of sin. There’s my sanctification, and a guaranteed: 
6. Glorification. Because “whom God foreknew, those He predestined (marked out beforehand) to become conformed to the image of His Son…and whom He justified He also glorified.” (Romans 8:29-30) 
That’s the salvation Paul talks about all through Romans. As you read it you’ll see how a holy God made it possible for an unholy, unrighteous man to be saved. 

Romans 1:16-17
For I am not ashamed of the gospel for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it (the gospel) the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “But the righteous man shall live by faith.” 
Righteousness is the underlying idea of conformity to a norm. The underlying idea of righteousness is conformity to a norm—to God’s norm. So righteousness is me conforming to God’s norm so that I live now according to the word of God and the power of the Holy Spirit. For in the gospel the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith to faith. The way you get saved and the way you live, day by day, is by faith. Totally and absolutely by faith. It’s grace and faith and it results in righteousness.
