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Precept Ministries 

Romans IV – Lesson 6

Do’s, Don’ts and Differences – Romans 13-14
How does a consecrated Christian, one who has presented him/herself as a living sacrifice to Jesus Christ, handle “do’s, don’ts and differences” in the Body of Jesus Christ? It is Kay’s prayer that God will minister to you in this because it is such a vital question. If you’ll answer it Biblically, it’ll bring peace to the Body and enable us to be about our Father’s business.

This is the remaining outline of Romans in the area of consecration.

Romans 13:1-14
Consecration is manifested in Obedience:

1. To governing authorities

2. To the law of love

3. To the command to put on the Lord Jesus Christ

Romans 14:1-16:6 
Consecration is manifested in Acceptance:

1. Of the weaker or the stronger brother (depending in which category you find yourself.)

2. Of the Jew and Gentile

3. Of Paul (or God’s servant or minister—Paul’s role, as emphasized in Romans 15:14-33.)

4. Of the saints (Romans 16:1-16 where Paul goes through all the greetings to the saints.)

Romans 16:17-20
Consecration is manifested in Rejection 

If I’m really consecrated to the Lord there are certain things that I am going to abhor. Remember in Romans 12:9 “Let love be without hypocrisy. Cleave to that which is good and abhor that which is evil.”  

Thus consecration is manifested in rejection of (NASB: “turning away from”):
1. False brethren
2. Knowledge of evil

Won’t you miss Romans after this ends? Barnhouse was in Romans for over 20 years on radio. He taught the Bible only from Romans. That’s good—you could teach the Bible from Romans.

Romans 13

Consecration Manifested in Obedience to Governing Authorities
Romans 13 says the government is a minister of God, to be used to stop the spread of evil.

Romans 13:4 For it is a minister of God to you for good. But if you do what is evil, be afraid; for it (the government) does not bear the sword for nothing; for it is a minister of God, an avenger who brings wrath on the one who practices evil. Here “minister” = “servant”.

Romans 13:5 Therefore it is necessary to be in subjection, not only because of wrath, but also for conscience’s sake. We are to be in subjection to the government for two reasons: 
1) for wrath, because if we’re not we’re going to get the just due penalty of the law, and 
2) out of conscience’s sake so we have a good conscience before government and God.
Romans 13:6 For because of this you also pay taxes, for rulers are servants of God, devoting themselves to this very thing. This word “servants” is a different word than “ministers” up above. This speaks of the priestly service, picking up the term used for the Old Testament priests when they offered sacrifices and did their duties. This is a priestly character, a sacrificial service.
Romans 13:7 Render to all what is due them: tax to whom tax is due; How are our government officials paid? Through our taxes. How were the priests paid? By the tithes of the people. The Levites weren’t allowed to own any land. They were to give themselves totally to the service of the temple. 
The rulers are to give themselves to the governing of the country, therefore if you hold back your taxes or cheat on them, you are cheating on the means God has ordained for a government to support itself. If we look at it that way, it might help a little bit. But you say, “Well, our taxes are too high. They’re getting paid too much. They’re not handling our money well.” Well, that is between them and God because they are answerable to God as the servants. 
But that does not excuse us. So many times Kay thinks Christians excuse their response to the government, their obedience to the governing authorities, because they’re Christians.  Because you are a Christian means that you cannot excuse yourself from obeying the government, from paying taxes, from paying custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honor (reverence) to whom honor. When we don’t do this it is a slap in the face of God and it belies who we say we are, which is consecrated Christians. 
Consecration Manifested in Obedience to the Law of Love
If I’m consecrated to God then I’m going to obey the Law of Love.
Romans 13:8 Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for he who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law. How does love fulfill the law? Stop and think about it:
Romans 13:9a For this you shall not commit adultery. If I really love my neighbor, am I going to have relations with their mate? Of course not. What if their mate is not a Christian? If you go back in Scriptures, who is my neighbor? Christ established in the Scriptures that my neighbor is anyone and He illustrated it with the parable of the Samaritan, helping a man in trouble while the Jews walked around him. So my neighbor is anyone else.

In Romans 12, Paul dealt with love to the brethren very thoroughly, as well as love to my enemies and love to people no matter what state they’re in. Now he’s talking about my walk in the world: my obedience to governing authorities and my duty to my neighbor, which is to love them. If I love them, I’m not going to commit adultery. I’m not going to take their spouses.
Romans 13:9b You shall not murder, you shall not steal, I’m not going to steal from them. I’m not going to cheat on my expense account. I’m not going to take home extra pens, pencils, paper clips, pads of paper from my place of business—that’s stealing. 
Romans 13:9c You shall not covet. “To covet” means that I’m not going to look at what my neighbors have and say, “I want that so I’m going to go after it and take it.” Kay had a beautiful 14 carat gold necklace that matches a bracelet chain that was given to her by a friend who just took it off and said, “The Lord said to give it to you.” Kay didn’t want to accept it but the friend insisted. Then one day, through the mail, the friend sent her the beautiful matching necklace. Someone came in to clean Kay’s house who wasn’t the person who normally helps her. Kay has never put something up when such people come in so now the necklace is gone. Somebody just lifted it. Yes, they had somebody in to clean but they also had an open house at that time. It’s just gone. Coveting. Seeing what someone else has. It can be coveting another person’s maid, mate, possessions—anything. It’s to say, “I’d rather have that for myself than to have you have it.” That’s coveting. Paul says, “That’s not love.” If I’d rather have that for myself than to have you have it then I am focusing on me and not on others. But love focuses on others not on itself. Love lays down its life. 
Romans 13:9d And if there is any other commandment, it is summed up in this saying, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” If I’m really consecrated to God then I’m going to walk in this law of loves which is really love’s liberty. You see, you have the love of God inside of you. The love of God (as we have seen in Romans 5) has been shed abroad in your heart, so you’ll walk in this love with everyone in the world. You’ll lay down your life and not worry about keeping the Commandments because all the Commandments are summed up in one thing: Loving another as you love yourself.
Romans 13:10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. That “no wrong” begins with the way you speak to them, the way you act toward them, the way you meet their needs. Love does no wrong to a neighbor. How does the world know that you belong to Jesus Christ—by your doctrine? No, because they can’t understand doctrine. They’ll know that you belong to Jesus Christ by:

John 13:35 by this shall all men know that you are my disciples, if you have love one to another. That’s what manifests or is a sign of true consecration. 
Romans 13:8a Owe nothing to anyone… Some people have responded to this with, “If I can’t owe anything, then I can’t buy a car on time [with a loan], I can’t buy a house on time or anything.” But Paul is not talking about finances here. To say that that’s a financial statement is wrong. But if I say to a person, “I will buy that from you by paying for it with payments over time”—but then I don’t pay it, that’s not love.  Paul is saying that there’s only one debt that you can never pay—that you are always in debt for as a child of God—and that is love. You can never pay it such that you never owe it again. In other words, all the days of my life are to be characterized by one thing—and that’s love. 

In this ministry, Kay gets all sorts of letters. Some of them correct her in such love but some do it in such meanness. Just meanness, not considering her heart. She says, “Don’t you know my heart? Haven’t you been listening to me long enough to know? I know I’m not perfect. I accept your correction. You are right. I am wrong in this or that. (I’m not wrong all the time.) But don’t you know my heart?” What does love do? Love hopes, it bears, it believes, it endures, it thinks no evil. Kay has seen Christians at tape tables and in line be absolutely obnoxious. If I’m really going to walk and live a consecrated life, I’m going to love.
Love will restrain a man from incurring debts stemming from adultery, coveting, stealing, false witness. Right now Kay has a very dear friend whose husband is in an adulterous affair. It is killing both Kay and this friend. The man says, “But I love her. I love you and I love her.” You see, he really doesn’t know what love is because if he really loved his wife, he wouldn’t be doing this. If he really loved the other woman he would not have caused her to commit adultery by divorcing her husband and breaking up her home. If he really loved, he would not take his daughter through this trauma. But he says, “I love,” proving that he doesn’t know what love is.

James 2:8-12 If, however, you are fulfilling the royal law… This is the law that belongs to the royal king—the law of love.  …according to the Scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well. But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of all. For He who said, “Do not commit adultery,” also said, “Do not commit murder.” Now if you do not commit adultery, but do commit murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. So speak and so act as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty. If you are going to walk in the law of love and fulfill the law of love, then you must fulfill it in every aspect. If I am showing partiality because of the way you are dressed, or because of your educational background, because of the house you live in or don’t live in, because of where you go or don’t go, then I am guilty of breaking the law of love also. James is very serious about this.
James 1:25 But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man will be blessed in what he does. As I hear all of this, I must look into what God is saying in His word about how consecration is manifested in this royal love, the fulfilling of the law, and “loving my neighbor as myself.” If I look at it but then I walk away and don’t do it, it’s nothing. But if I look at it and I do it, then I am blessed by God and will not be ashamed.
Romans 13:11 Do this, live this kind of law, obey your governments, love your brethren, do all this knowing the time, that it is already the hour for you to awaken from sleep; for now salvation is nearer to us than when we believed. Here you are—you’ve received Christ right now. The coming of Jesus Christ in clouds to 1) take up His saints and 2) to rule and reign on the face of this earth, is nearer than it was before. Even if His coming doesn’t happen, you will be laid out in a coffin [someday] and you will see God. When you see Him, what’s it going to be: tears or rejoicing? When He comes for the church, what is going to happen? There’s a judgment seat of Christ where you will stand before Him and you, as a Christian, will give an account for the deeds done in your body. 
Consecration is manifested in obedience to clothe oneself with the Lord Jesus Christ and, during the whole time that you walk, to make no provision for the flesh. Why? Christ is coming. There is a day of accounting for Christians. We must all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. We shall all stand before our Lord to whom we must give an account (see Romans 14).
Romans 13:11b-12 knowing the time, that it is already the hour for you to awaken from sleep; What is sleep? It’s inactivity. Throw off inactivity. If the church of Jesus Christ in the United States of America needs anything, it’s “Throw off your inactivity.” Throw off your apathy. For now salvation is nearer to us than when we believed. The night is almost gone, and the day is near. (the day of the coming of the Lord.) Therefore let us lay aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. It’s not just “put on light” but “put on the armor of light.” What is armor? Protection against darkness. 
Romans 13:13 Let us behave properly as in the day, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual promiscuity and sensuality, not in strife and jealousy. Kay meditated on this. When does wickedness usually take place? At night, after people get off from work, after they have earned their living. Then they go out to carouse and party. When do people get shot in bars? At night. When do strife and jealousy start? After you get home from work. And then the haranguing and the hassling starts.

Romans 13:14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, “Put on” is aorist, middle, imperative. Aorist means “at one point in time”. Middle means that the subject participates in the action of the verb. Christ wants to be put on you, wants to clothe you in Himself. You cooperate in it. Imperative is a command. And make no provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts. Remember this all the way through Romans 14, 15, and 16: You make no provision for the flesh in regard to its desires. Take no thought, consecrated Christian, for the flesh’s desires because you presented yourself as a living sacrifice. Have you presented just your mind? No, you have presented your body, with all of its lusts and desires. This body is going to have desires and you are going to live in the flesh until you see Jesus. Paul, in 2 Corinthians 5 (the other passage on the judgment seat of Christ) was so anxious to put off this tent and be clothed with his heavenly body so that he wouldn’t have to continue to go through this battle. How do you win the battle? If you walk by the Spirit you will not fulfill the lusts of the flesh. (Galatians 5:16) If I put on Christ I’m walking by the Spirit and making no provision for the flesh. At the end of Romans 13, Paul brings to mind the coming of Jesus Christ.
First Thessalonians is a great Bible study because it is on discipleship, spiritual warfare; Precepts has a great course on 1 Thessalonians. Every chapter of this book ends or has something to do with the coming of the Lord because it was the watchword of the church. “Maranatha, maranatha—the Lord is coming.”

1 Thessalonians 1:9-10 For they themselves report about us what kind of a reception we had with you, and how you turned to God from idols (they had awakened from sleep) to serve a living and true God, and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath to come. The coming of the Lord was before them, the same thing he brings before them in Romans.

1 Thessalonians 3:11-13 Now may our God and Father Himself and Jesus our Lord direct our way to you; and may the Lord cause you to increase and abound in love for one another,; The New Testament says the same thing over again in different ways. You’ll see it more and more as you study it. …and for all people, just as we also do for you; so that He may establish your hears without blame in holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all His saints. This parallels with 1 Thessalonians 4.
1 Thessalonians 5:1-2 Now as to the times and epochs, brethren, you have no need of anything to be written to you. For you yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the night. We need to know that headlines are not going to come out proclaiming when this is going to happen, “Jesus is coming, get your act together.” It’s been printed in the Word of God. You say, “People have been waiting for thousands of years and He still hasn’t come.” Then His coming is much closer than it was—and you don’t know when He’ll come. It says that if the thief knew when the owner of the house was coming, he wouldn’t have broken in and stolen. So we need to know.

1 Thessalonians 5:3 While they are saying, “Peace and safety!” That’s one of the things you’ll be hearing: “Peace! Safety!” That’s what the world will be saying. Then destruction will come upon them suddenly like labor pains upon a woman with child, and they will not escape. All of a sudden it hits—like birth pangs. It says in the Old Testament that when this happens the times will be so bad that you’ll see men groaning and grabbing their thighs in agony and it will be like men having labor pains. 
1 Thessalonians 5:4-8 But you, (note the contrast)  brethren, are not in darkness, that the day would overtake you like a thief; for you are all sons of light and sons of day. We are not of night nor of darkness; so then let us not sleep as others do, (We must be awake and about our Father’s business,) but let us be alert and sober. For those who sleep do their sleeping at night, and those who get drunk get drunk at night. But since we are of the day, let us be sober, having put on (This is the same thing, in essence, as putting on the Lord Jesus Christ.) …the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet, the hope of salvation. A helmet covers the head. Inside is the way you think. So here’s the hope of salvation. 

The government may be lousy. In Roman times when Paul wrote this word about obedience to government authorities, there were three slaves for every free man. But Paul said nothing about slavery. He simply told the slaves to obey their masters. He didn’t incur any uprising whatsoever. Isn’t that interesting? He said, “Render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar’s; render unto God the things that are God’s.” During the time Paul wrote this, taxation was about to break the backs of the people. The Roman taxation was unbelievable. He mentions Priscilla and Aquila. They are now back in Rome but he met them in Corinth when they were kicked out of Rome by the Romans, along with the other Jews who had not submitted to government authorities. Not to say that Priscilla and Aquila hadn’t but they had borne the brunt of rebellious Christians who were not obedient. It was hard. We live under an easy government compared to what they were under.
1 Thessalonians 5:9-11 For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep, (whether you are still alive or have died) we will live together with Him. Therefore encourage one another and build up one another, just as you also are doing. Encourage one another and build up one another.

When you move into Romans 14, Paul says, “Whatever you do, weak or strong brother, do it for the edifying—the building up—of the Body.”

Overview of Romans 14
Romans 14:1-4 Now accept the one who is weak in faith, but not for the purpose of passing judgment on his opinions. Not for the sake of doubtful disputations. (KJV) One person has faith that he may eat all things, but he who is weak eats vegetables only. The one who eats is not to regard with contempt the one who does not eat, and the one who does not eat is not to judge the one who eats, for God has accepted him. Who are you to judge the servant of another? To his own master he stands or falls; and he will stand, for the Lord is able to make him stand. Paul has just stepped out of speaking about our relationship to the governing authorities, and of love to the world. He has said that we have to put on Christ and make no provision to the flesh. Now he concentrates on a problem in the church, a problem of acceptance and peace between weak and strong brothers. 
In Romans 14, consecration is manifested in acceptance of the weaker or the stronger brother—whichever one you are. If you’re the weaker brother, it’s acceptance of the stronger brother; if you’re the stronger brother, it’s the weaker. When the chapter refers to weak in faith and strong in faith, it’s talking about “do’s and don’ts and differences” and how you handle them in the Body of Jesus Christ. How do you as a consecrated Christian handle them within the Body?
1. It was a problem of the externals of holiness.

Have you ever judged someone’s spirituality, their walk with, or love of, Jesus Christ by the way they were dressed or by the length of their hair or whether they wear makeup or not? Have you ever looked at a woman and thought she isn’t very spiritual because she has on slacks? Have you ever been with another Christian who ordered wine and you just about fell off the chair? Have you ever sat down with brethren from France or California and judged their holiness on the basis of that? Someone sent Kay literature that if she wasn’t part of the “whore of Revelation”, she would keep the Sabbath—Friday sundown to Saturday sundown. Have you ever judged someone’s holiness on what day they worship or if they go to Wednesday night prayer service? Kay’s granddaughter goes to a school where they will make you kneel to see if your skirt touches the floor. It makes Kay’s son furious but it’s a good school where they love Jesus. 

There were some guys in a year long training programs in Precepts who heard about a young pastor who was really on fire for Jesus but he didn’t have a big congregation so they wanted to encourage him. They went to his church one Sunday evening but were a little late. When they were about to go in, one of them heard the Holy Spirit say, “Don’t go in.” He wasn’t sure it was the Holy Spirit. Since he was with a group they went in and all sat down in the middle of the church. The pastor was already teaching when the guys came in but immediately changed his sermon topic to long hair on men. Those guys did not have flowing locks but it did cover the tips of their ears. That preacher began to tear them down, so much so that they knew they were a disturbance to the service. They felt like the Lord was telling them to walk out. As they did the preacher exclaimed, “A ha! It’s burning your ears, isn’t it! The judgment’s on you! You’re going to hell.” These boys loved Jesus and their hearts were there to encourage this man but he never knew it. When Kay heard about it she was so furious she wanted to go jerk a knot in him. So she was being just as bad. Where was this law of love? Where was Kay walking in love? She had to bring that under control but she never talked to the man. She wanted him to read Romans 14: Do’s, don’ts and differences: How do you handle them? 

Kay was a Gentile to Gentiles. Her husband was a Pharisee to Pharisees. He was raised by a very strict grandmother who wept when he played basketball because he wore shorts. It was the worst sin. Her husband was an illegitimate child so was raised by his grandmother, a sweet Nazarene—country farm folk. Purity all the way. They could only listen to the radio for a certain amount of time. They put it in a bowl because it had a battery. They’d listen to the old time revival hour. He led a sheltered life. One day when she saw Jack waterskiing she praised God that he was walking on water! When Jack got saved, he ended up at a very legalistic school with lots of do’s and don’ts. So you take this liberated Gentile [Kay] that gets saved at 29 and marry her to Jack Arthur—can you imagine? That man had never sat in a movie until he married Kay. How do you live with do’s, don’ts and differences?
Paul is dealing here with the externals of holiness. Is it externals that make you holy? How are you transformed? From the outside to the inside? No—from the inside to the outside. So you take a Gentile liberated from sin and bring her into the body of Jesus Christ and she’s standing there with a cigarette in one hand and a drink in the other loving Jesus. And Kay did love Jesus. Very quickly, though, Jesus told her to put out her cigarettes, and next her drinks. The first thing He did was tell her to get rid of her wardrobe which she did immediately because it was really bad. She was meeting with all these Christians, talking to them, sharing, learning the Word of God—her heart so in love with Jesus, yet smoking the whole time. She so admires these dear Christians because they never came onto her about her cigarettes. But as she got “metamorphooed”, the Holy Spirit took away her cigarettes. 
You might feel condemned that you’re still smoking. Don’t feel condemned because the Lord told her that. Where in the Bible does it talk about cigarettes? Someone might answer, “Your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit.” That’s right, so why are you overeating? Why are you eating sugar? You can hit it from all different angles. We look at someone and think we’re spiritual because we’re skinny but they’re not spiritual because they’re heavy. What about metabolisms?

The externals of holiness were: 
a. eating and 
b. drinking and 
c. days of worship. 
If I’m holy, do I eat meat or don’t eat meat? Drink wine or don’t drink wine? Do I worship on the Sabbath or do I worship on Sunday? These were the issues. What they missed was this. 
Romans 14:17 For the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. That’s what it is, joy in the Holy Spirit, not eating and drinking, so why are we judging on the basis of that? Those are externals and honestly have nothing to do with holiness whatsoever. The kingdom of God is righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. It is easier to get grace into the heart than it is into the head.
From Stiffler’s commentary: “Him that is weak in the faith omit thee. Faith is weak by lack of moral discernment and understanding. It has no breadth. It knows that Christ saves from sin but it does not perceive the relations of this salvation to living. So it is full of small scruples whose observance it invests with the highest importance.” Kay has seen churches put the highest importance on eating, drinking and days. The length of skirts, the length of hair. All of this yet they miss righteousness and joy and peace. “At the same time it is blind to real piety. It would not eat meat but it would condemn harshly the man who does, exalting its own abstinence far above Christian love.” They won’t eat meat but they condemn the brother who does. In love there is no condemnation. This is why he says, “Grace sanctifies the heart much more easily than the head.” We can accept the fact that the Lord saves us but then we don’t live under the grace of God. We don’t allow others to live under the grace of God. “But this weak believer, weak in his faith but correspondingly strong in his scruples, is to be received into Christian fellowship but not to be disputed with in his thoughts. This seems to be the meaning of the phrase ‘not to doubtful disputations.’ He cannot be argued out of his views. Argument would only confirm them.” This is so key because Kay is the one who wants to argue him out of them. “He must grow out of them but meanwhile he is not to be criticized and judged but love.” Kay has been on both sides. She has been so liberated but then some who were weak in the faith got a hold of her and she became weak in the faith and then she studied the word of God and got liberated again.
2. The problem is between the weak in faith and the strong in faith. She is not talking about saving faith and neither is Paul. He is talking about walking faith. Colossians says, “As you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in Him.” How did you receive him? By faith. So how do you walk in Him? By faith. Paul is talking about walking in the liberty of grace which (see 2 Corinthians 3) is life in the Spirit. He’s talking about the problem of the liberty of grace versus the legalism of the law. 
To whom is Romans written? Jews and Gentiles. These are Jews who have come to know Jesus Christ but all their Jewish life, they have never eaten certain meats and have kept the Sabbath. If they didn’t they were to be stoned. But now they have received Christ so the next day they can pick up some pork and put it in their mouths and swallow it without choking? Bless their hearts, that’s hard! The Gentile sitting next to him starts to laugh and says, “Hey, you got saved. You can eat pork. Eat it, man!” Oh no. You leave that brother alone. How do you do it? See the next lesson.

Paul is talking about walking according to custom and culture so it’s not just Jews versus Gentiles. It could be coming out of any background that puts certain customs or certain cultural mores upon your lifestyle. It is about walking either according to custom and culture or by faith’s liberty. Faith’s liberty means that there’s nothing unclean that can enter the body. 
Romans 14:14 I know and am convinced in the Lord Jesus that nothing is unclean in itself; In Mark 7, Jesus says that it’s not what enters into a man’s body that defiles him—it’s not what he eats or drinks. …but to him who thinks anything to be unclean to him it is unclean.

Romans 14:20 Do not tear down the work of God for the sake of food. (or length of hair, length of skirts, pants—any of this stuff.) All things indeed are clean, but they are evil for the man who eats and gives offense. 

What is the problem in Romans 14? It is not a problem of the clear-cut commands of God but of opinions. That’s what he brings out in Romans 14:1. It is a problem of personal opinions as to what I am to eat, what I am to drink and when I am to worship. The problem is not one of obedience or disobedience to the clear commandments of God but the gray issues. Next time we’ll talk about those gray issues—how you are to live in the light of them as a consecrated believer, manifesting that consecration in acceptance of your brother and sister wherever they’re coming from so that you walk in love.
