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Precept Ministries 

Romans IV – Lesson 8

Ministers of Christ – Romans 15-16

In our last session on the book of Romans, Kay wants to address the topic of being a minister for Jesus Christ. This is the lesson that God has laid on her heart. Pray that it will not only get into your head and your heart, but that it will light a fire in you—a fire that will burn brightly until the coming of the Lord or until you see Him face to face.
In Romans 15-16, there are three keys words to pick up on:

1. Servant 

2. Minister

3. Fellow Worker

Servant
The word for “servant” is “diakonos” (διακονος) in the Greek. It is a key word to you as a minister of the gospel. It means “to minister,” “to adjust,” “to regulate,” “to set in order.” Diakonos represents the servant in his activity for the work. Draw a triangle to represent God. Beneath that, draw a stick figure man—this is the servant. Nearby draw some heads to represent the people to whom the man is going to minister. The relationship does not go back to the one you are serving (here: God), or the one who gives you orders, or the one you represent; but in “diakonos” the action or tenor of this word goes from the servant to the people to whom he is ministering. The emphasis in “diakonos” is on the service that is being rendered. In Romans 15-16, we look at Christ, then Paul, then the fellow workers of Paul’s in the gospel. The emphasis in these last two chapters is on the service of the gospel that Paul is rendering to others.

The derivation of this word is uncertain. One of the two possibilities means “To run through the dust” or “in the dust, laboring.” In other words, it’s a labor that shows a lot of activity, not just walking gingerly through but creating dust in its wake. The other meaning is “to hasten” or “pursue.” There’s nothing lethargic about this kind of service. It’s very active service.


There’s another word for servant: doulos (δουλος). This is the word for “bondservant.” Diakonos differs from doulos in that doulos is more of a slave-type word, a servile state. Doulos is the relationship of the servant upon the master. If it were doulos the path would go upward from the servant back to the master. But because it’s diakonos, the emphasis is not on serving the master but in the relationship to the people. Foremost in diakonos is the people whom you’re serving. Diakonos is more of a voluntary thing—a service or an advantage rendered to another.

Romans 15:8-9a For I say that Christ has become a servant (διακονον) to the circumcision on behalf of the truth of God to confirm the promises given to the fathers, and for the Gentiles… Christ became a servant for the circumcision—the Jews—and for the Gentiles. His focus was on others, not on pleasing Himself.

Romans 15:25 But now I (Paul) am going to Jerusalem serving (διακονων) the saints.
Romans 15:31 That I may be rescued from those who are disobedient in Judea, and that my service (διακονια) for Jerusalem may prove acceptable to the saints;

Romans 16:1 I commend to you our sister Phoebe, who is a servant (διακονον) of the church which is at Cenchrea. Phoebe could simply be a servant or she could actually be a deaconess in the church, one or the other. There’s debate on that. 1 Tim 2 seems to allow for women in the position of deacons but not in the position of ruling elders or pastors.
Ministers

There are two connected words used here. The first word is “leitourgos” (λειτουργος). This is translated “a minister.”
Romans 15:16a To be a minister (λειτουργον) of Christ Jesus…

Romans 15:27 Yes, they were pleased to do so, and they are indebted to them. For if the Gentiles have shared in their spiritual things, they are indebted to minister (λειτουργησαι) to them also in material things. This is a verb form but has the same root.

This word means “a people-worker.” It is made up of two words: “leito” meaning “people” and “urgos” from “ergon” meaning “worker.” So when Paul says he’s a minister of Christ Jesus, he means a “people-worker”—a worker with people.


The second word is “hierourgeo” [Kay’s spelling is wrong according to the Greek lexicon.] (‘ιερουργεω). You can see the same ending from “ergon” meaning “to work.” The first half “hiero” means “a sacred place or a temple.” This is the word Paul uses for “ministering.”
Romans 15:15-16 But I have written very boldly to you on some points so as to remind you again, because of the grace that was given me from God, to be a minister (a people-worker) of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles, ministering (working in a sacred place, working in a temple) as a priest (as a priest ministering) the gospel of God, so that my offering of the Gentiles may become acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit. We are to minister the gospel. We have been given the glorious gospel of Jesus Christ. If anyone ought to understand the gospel, it should be us. Why did God give you that—to let you know just how wonderful your salvation is? No. He has made you a steward of the gospel of Jesus Christ and, as Paul said in Romans 1, “I am a debtor.” God has placed upon you an awesome responsibility. You are a debtor of Jesus Christ.


When Kay was a new babe in Christ just several years old, she married Jack, a missionary, and they went to Mexico as missionaries. She came home one time and someone heard her testimony who shared it with Elizabeth Newbold, a marvelous, outstanding Bible teacher who lived in Birmingham. Elizabeth would go to Grace Kinser’s house and teach the Word of God in Atlanta every week. She would teach in Huntsville every week as well as Birmingham. She was in Frank Barker’s church who was a real man of God, a real man of integrity in the Word of God. Somehow Kay was invited to go to Elizabeth’s Huntsville class and give her testimony. Elizabeth didn’t know that they had invited Kay so she was late that day because of a flight delay. But she came in and heard part of it and God used that to put Kay in touch with Elizabeth. Elizabeth, then, was the one who told Grace Kinser about Kay when Elizabeth had to stop teaching Grace’s class. Kay became the replacement teacher that God laid upon their hearts when they prayed. The first time Kay ever heard Elizabeth speak she thought, “What a minister of the gospel that woman is.” Kay learned so much by watching her example.

Kay remembers Elizabeth standing up saying, “I have the treasure of the gospel of Jesus Christ. It’s my very salvation. Am I going to keep it for myself? Am I going to hoard it? It’s given me life. Am I going to say it’s mine, and I’m going to treasure it?” Kay remembers Elizabeth just driving her hands into her chest, then she said, “No. I must share it with you because it’s what gives life. Apart from it you’re going to perish. It’s like having a cure for cancer and seeing that you have cancer but keeping that cure to myself.” 
That woman served as a valiant warrior of Jesus Christ while they experimented on her with new drugs because her body was riddled with cancer later on. She died in the saddle; there was no retirement for Elizabeth. She and Bud traveled all over the world for Campus Crusade for Christ. Kay watched her minister the gospel of Jesus Christ, even with cancer, coming home for injections of new drugs then going back. Kay remembered, and she watched closely as a new babe in Christ. She knew her responsibility. 
On the mission field when Kay started leading people to Christ, none of the books that she had would satisfy her as far as teaching the Word. She consulted with some older women of the gospel who had nurtured her in Chattanooga. They told her to get in a book of the Bible and start teaching it to them, so she used the book of Romans, the first book she ever studied. She began at 1:1 because she didn’t know how to do an overview of a book. Someone sent her Irving Jensen’s Independent Bible Study and someone else sent her some tapes in which the teacher talked about the etymology of a word, about tenses of verbs. Kay didn’t even know what “etymology” meant so she had to look it up. Same with “syntax” and other terms… Kay began to learn. She became a steward—a minister—of everything she had learned in the light of her gifts. And that became to write these studies and to impart them to others. Now, you have taken these studies. What for? You have the gospel. 
If you have done all four parts of Romans, you understand that gospel and you can’t keep it to yourself. The world has cancer—the cancer of sin. They’re going to die. They’re going to perish forever and ever and ever. You have the power of God unto salvation to the Jew first and also to the Greek. In it is the righteousness of God. That’s what they need—the righteousness of God, because without that they are going to perish. The only way they’ll get it is to receive and believe, trust and commit to the Lord Jesus Christ and receive His righteousness. To believe His glorious gospel, which is the power of God unto salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also the Gentile, and to which you are a debtor. 
Romans 15:15b-16 …of the grace that was given me from God, to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles, ministering (working in this temple, working in the gospel, serving in the gospel) as a priest the gospel of God, so that my offering of the Gentiles may become acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit. Who is he offering to God? The Gentiles. Whom are you going to offer to God? To whom have you ministered the gospel? You are a servant of the gospel. You are to minister that gospel.

“Leitourgos” is a public servant. “Public” is important. It is not one that stays cloistered in a Christian community or the church, cloistered in everything the church has to do. It is out of the church and into the world. It would be nice to live in a Christian community, but we are salt. The salt has to get out of the salt shaker and into the world. We are light and light can’t be hidden under a bushel. It must shine so men might see our good works and glorify our Father who is in heaven. It must go beyond the confines of the walls of the church. 
When the normal church member goes out into the world, they invite people back to their church so that the minister can do his job. That’s not the job of the minister. The job of the minister is to feed the sheep, to equip the saints for the work of ministry so that they go out. They are salt and light, and they are the stewards of the mysteries of the gospel. They minister the gospel that they might bring an offering—that they might bring people to Christ. Their lives cause people to come to Christ, and then these [new] people come into the church for the purpose of getting equipped so that they can go out to minister. That’s what it’s all about. Ministering here, yes, but only ministering here so that here we are strong enough to go out and equip enough others to go out and bring in the lost sheep of the House of Israel and the Gentiles. 
It is a public servant or a functionary in the temple or in the gospel. In the context of Romans, it’s a functionary in the gospel: “Ministering as a priest the gospel of God.” It is not just knowing the gospel but living it.

Fellow-Workers

Paul uses this word over and over in chapter 16 as he gives his greetings. He says “they are workers with me” or “they worked hard.” 

Romans 16:3 Greet Prisca and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus,

Romans 16:6 Greet Mary, who has worked hard for you.

Romans 16:9 Greet Urbanus, our fellow worker in Christ,

Romans 16:12 Greet Tryphaena and Tryphosa, workers in the Lord. Greet Persus the beloved, who has worked hard in the Lord.

Romans 16:21 Timothy my fellow worker greets you,
“Fellow-worker” is “synergos” (συνεργος). [“υ” in Greek often translates as “y” in English.] What do you see the same as in “minister”? Ergos. “Sun” [syn] means “together” or “with.” Therefore it means “work together” [synergy]. It’s work. It’s not play. We are not called to vacation in all the glorious liberties of the gospel in Jesus Christ but to work.
“Workers,” those who have worked hard, is another word: “kopiao” (κοπιαω). It comes from “kopos” meaning “laborious toil.” It is working up a sweat. “Workers” means “to work hard,” “to grow weary,” “to toil.” Some people just work, but some toil. Ann in Betsy’s department is a wonderful worker. She has toiled on behalf of Kay yet Kay is not her boss. Kay appreciates that. “Kopos” means “to diligently labor.” It’s hard work.
Ministering the Gospel
In light of those three words; in the light of the call that you are to serve people, to minister the gospel, to be fellow workers, to join the ranks of Jesus Christ, Paul, Priscilla and Aquila, Phoebe, Justus, Persus, and all these others down through the centuries; here are the lessons you can learn from Romans 15-16 in ministering the gospel.

1. By following Christ’s example. He is always the pre-eminent One. He has given us an example which you can see in Romans 15:1-13

Romans 15:1 Now we who are strong ought to bear the weaknesses of those without strength and not just please ourselves. Personally, Paul has talked about the weak brother and the strong brother. But in bearing the weaknesses of others’ faith, see in 1 Thessalonians 5 that some Christians have not only a weakness in their faith, not understanding their liberty in the gospel, but there is a weakness in their walk.

1 Thessalonians 5:14-15 We urge you, brethren, admonish the unruly, encourage the fainthearted (small-souled, despondent), help the weak (those without strength), be patient with everyone. See that no one repays another with evil for evil, but always seek after that which is good for one another and for all people. In all of your ministry, as you minister any aspect of the gospel, you are to minister in such a way as to:
a. Bear the weaknesses of others.

Romans 15:1-3 Now we who are strong ought to bear the weaknesses of those without strength and not just please ourselves. Each of us is to please his neighbor. Remember, you are a servant and, as a servant, what is your focus? The people you serve. You aren’t going to please yourself but others.  …for his good, his edification. For even Christ did not please Himself; but as it is written, “the reproaches of those who reproached You fell on Me.” From:
Psalm 69:6-9 May those who wait for You not be ashamed through me, O Lord God of hosts; May those who seek You not be dishonored through me, O God of Israel, Because for Your sake I have borne reproach; dishonor has covered my face. I have become estranged from my brothers and an alien to my mother’s sons. (This really happened to Christ and His half-brothers) For zeal for Your house has consumed me, and the reproaches of those who reproach You have fallen on me. Jesus bore the reproaches of others. He became our sin offering. God took your sin and put them upon Him. He bore the reproaches people had against God. He bore it. He did not please Himself. What did He say before He went to the cross when He agonized in the Garden of Gethsemane? Was He going to be without pain? No. Was He going to be without suffering? No. Was He going to be without the trauma of rejection? No. So what did He say in that garden? He cried out with loud crying and great tears: “Father, if it’s possible, take this cup from Me. Nevertheless not My will but Thine be done.” He didn’t please Himself. It wasn’t what He wanted but what God wanted. It was what the people needed.
Romans 15:7-9 Therefore, accept one another, just as Christ also accepted us to the glory of God. For I say that Christ has become a servant (diakonos) to the circumcision on behalf of the truth of God to confirm the promises given to the fathers, That’s pretty good—He’s a Jew for a Jew. But it wasn’t just for the circumcision, it was also for the Gentiles and for the Gentiles to glorify God for His mercy; as it is written, “Therefore I will give praise to you among the Gentiles, and I will sing to your name.” 
Old Testament is quoted all the way through verse 12 showing that this gospel was not just for the Jew but for the Gentile. For whom do you deliver the gospel? Everybody—black, white, yellow, poor, rich, male, female, bond-slave, free… Is there anyone you don’t want to be in heaven? Is there any nationality or color you can’t stand? Any condition you can’t stand? As we looked at it before, if you’re consecrated to the gospel, you will accept Jew and Gentile—all men. And if you’re going to minister the gospel, you’re going to minister the gospel to all no matter their state. No matter how nasty they are or how nice they are. No matter no matter how much they remind you of someone you hate, or someone that you love, you’ll minister to all. You’ll minister to those who slap you in the face and spit on you and threaten your life as well as those who embrace you and receive what you have to say. Why? Because you are a steward of the mysteries of the gospel. Because you are to minister that gospel to others that you might present to God a sacrifice. Revelation tells us that standing before the throne are people from every kindred, tribe, tongue and nation under the face of this earth—every one.
b. Do not please yourself. Remember, if you’re a worker, you’re a hard worker. You don’t give into yourself. You don’t say, “Listen, I’ve got my rights.”
c. Take their reproaches. “The reproaches of Thee fell on Me.” Whatever they say to you, however they respond to you, they’re responding that way, hating you, because they hate Jesus. They reject you because they don’t want to come to the light that their deeds might be manifested as evil. They’re doing it because they’re lost! But when they’re saved they won’t do it anymore. Or they might never be saved. But whether they’re saved or not, read 2 Corinthians.

2 Corinthians 2:14-17 But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and manifests through us the sweet aroma of the knowledge of Him in every place. For we are a fragrance of Christ to God among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing; to the one an aroma from death to death, to the other an aroma from life to life. And who is adequate for these things? For we are not like many, peddling the word of God, but as from sincerity, but as from God, we speak in Christ in the sight of God. To some you’ll be an aroma of life to life, to others you’ll be a stench unto death. No matter what their response, do you know what God is doing as you minister the gospel, as you serve the people with the gospel of Jesus Christ, as you labor and toil to exhaustion for the gospel of Jesus Christ? God breathes in the sweet fragrance of your life as a minister of the gospel.
d. Accept others as they are. We want to make them acceptable and then accept them. But you don’t make people acceptable then accept them. In Romans 5, God loved us when we were enemies, when we were helpless, when we were without hope, without strength. He accepted us as we are. Do you know what the world is looking for? Why there are so many books out on self-acceptance and self-image? Because we think we have to make ourselves acceptable in order to be loved. When instead, God loves us as we are. In that love, He makes us more and more loveable. Love transforms people. Kay has seen it happen.
Kay thanks God for a gal who was on her staff but now works for Hope for the Heart. As Kay looked at one of her disciples, she saw the young woman blossom under Linda Sims’ discipleship. Kay saw Laura Neal become a young woman who has blossomed. She is profitable to Kay for the ministry. You’ve seen Kay blossom.

2. Finding your ability to persevere. Find your encouragement in the Scriptures. You are to minister the gospel finding your ability to persevere and your encouragement in Scripture.
Romans 15:4-5 For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, so that through perseverance and the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. Now may the God who gives perseverance and encouragement grant you to be of the same mind with one another according to Christ Jesus, 
Where did Paul get this ability to persevere and get the encouragement to keep on persevering when he kept getting flack for delivering the gospel? He got flack from his Jewish brethren, from the Corinthians that he poured out his life for—where did he find it? Constantly in Paul’s writings he quotes the Old Testament. That’s where your perseverance and encouragement comes from. More and more as you move into leadership, you’ll find that it can get lonely and painful because it puts you in the public and the public is not always sweet. And the people back here who don’t understand your ministry or are jealous for their own ministry, who are building their own disciples or are peddlers of the Word of God instead of servants of the Word of God, will attack you also. So you get it from all quarters. What do you do? More and more as you saturate yourself in the Word, you’ll begin to relate with Paul…and Peter… 
Where has Kay found encouragement? She’s not a typical soft-talking devotional sweet woman. Though that is lovely, that’s not her teaching style. Her husband told her that she can’t change. He told her, “God has gifted you. You stay the way God has gifted you.” So she has this lapodith like Deborah had in the Old Testament. Her husband was a light-bearer. Kay also has one helping her. Where does Kay get her encouragement from? From Deborah.
3. From Paul’s example. Romans 15:14-33 illustrates this. The main points of ministering the gospel following Paul’s example is:

a. An act of worship. Romans 15:1-13. In Romans 15:14-16, Paul talks about serving as in the temple ministering as a priest. You do it so that you will have others to offer to God.
Romans 15:16 …to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles, ministering as a priest the gospel of God, so that my offering of the Gentiles may become acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit. You can go through the Scriptures to pick up many of these illustrations in Isaiah, Jeremiah, and others.
1 Thessalonians 2:19-20 For who is our hope or joy or crown of exultation? Is it not even you, in the presence of our Lord Jesus at His coming? For you are our glory and joy. Kay looks at Precept students. Who is her crown or hope of rejoicing at the coming of the Lord? It is the fruit of her ministry. It’s not just her ministry but it belongs to everyone who helps her. What is their offering to God? Who is their hope, their crown of rejoicing? It’s not just Kay—she can’t write a Precepts course alone. She can’t train leaders alone. It’s all their offerings because they minister the gospel according to their gifts.
b. Offer others to God
c. Christ will accomplish this through you. It’s He that does it, but He can’t do it without your availability. Stuart Briscoe said this and Kay just about fell off the pew she got so excited: God doesn’t need your ability; all He needs is your availability.

Romans 15:17-21 Therefore in Christ Jesus I have found reason for boasting in things pertaining to God. For I will not presume to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished through me, resulting in the obedience of the Gentiles by word and deed, in the power of signs and wonders, in the power of the Spirit; so that from Jerusalem and round about as far as Illyricum I have fully preached the gospel of Christ. And thus I aspired to preach the gospel, not where Christ was already named, so that I would not build on another man’s foundation; but as it is written, “They who had no news of Him shall see, and they who have not heard shall understand.” Paul’s goal is the same as Kay’s goal. She wrote this Bible study because there was no other like it. If there’d been another like it, she wouldn’t have written it. There would have been no need to reinvent the wheel. Kay is on radio because she feels that there is a specific need to be filled by a woman there. She feels, as far as she knows, that no other woman in a non-charismatic situation is filling that need. You’re to minister the gospel as Christ wants to accomplish it through you, not reinventing a wheel. There’s a whole world out there. Don’t limit your vision to just what’s in front of you. Ask God to show you where to go. What are you going to boast in? There’s only one thing to boast in—your knowledge of God.
Jeremiah 9:23-24 Thus says the Lord, “Let not a wise man boast of his wisdom, and let not the mighty man boast of his might, let not a rich man boast of his riches; but let him who boasts boast of this, that he understands and knows Me, that I am the Lord who exercises lovingkindness, justice and righteousness on earth; for I delight in these things, declares the Lord.
d. There’s no retirement. If you’re going to minister the gospel, there’s no retirement, there’s no stopping no matter the cost. Romans 15:22-29

Ecclesiastes 8:8b And there is no discharge in the time of war, and evil will not deliver those who practice it.

Romans 15:25 But now, I am going to Jerusalem serving the saints. 
What is going to happen to him in Jerusalem? He’s already been told that he will be arrested. He knows that, which is why he begs for their prayers.

Romans 15:27 Yes, they were pleased to do so, and they are indebted to them. For if the Gentiles have shared in their spiritual things, they are indebted to minister to them also in material things. There’s a debt we have to pay that can never be paid so there’s no retirement.

e. Build yourself a solid prayer base.

Romans 15:30-32 Now I urge you, brethren, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to strive (“to strive” means “to contend in games,” “strenuous effort”) together with me in your prayers to God for me, that I may be rescued from those who are disobedient in Judea, and that my service for Jerusalem may prove acceptable to the saints; so that I may come to you in joy by the will of God and find refreshing rest in your company. You are to minister the gospel of Jesus Christ.
4. Follow the example of the saints.

5. Contend for the gospel. As you minister the gospel, you will have to contend for it.

Romans 16:17-18a Now I urge you, brethren, keep your eye on those who cause dissensions and hindrances contrary to the teaching which you learned, and turn away from them. For such men are slaves, not of our Lord Christ but of their own appetites; 
Romans 16:19b But I want you to be wise concerning that which is good and simple concerning that which is evil. You are to earnestly contend for the gospel which was delivered to Christ Jesus. (Jude 3).
Early in the 1980’s Arnold Fine, a Jewish man, was walking along the street and looked down and picked up a billfold. Someone had lost their wallet. He opened it up but there wasn’t one thing in that billfold except for a “Dear John” letter—only it was “Dear Michael.” It said, “I love you with all my being, but my mother has forbidden me to ever see you again.” He felt it must have been a precious letter to be in a billfold since1924 ~ to be almost sixty years old. So he thought that he would find that person. The only address he had was Michael’s address.  He called the operator and he said, “I found a billfold, would you please give me the phone number.”
The operator said, “I can’t do that, that’s against the law.”

But he explained it. Her heart was touched. She said, “Let me put you in touch with my supervisor.”
The supervisor said, “I will not give you the phone number, but I will dial the number for you and see if they want to talk to you.”

She dialed the number and the people said that they wanted to talk to him so please have him call.
So he called and he said, ‘I have a letter and it is to Michael so and so, and it’s signed Hannah.
The woman on the other end of the line said, “Oh, Hannah, yes.  Hannah’s mother owned this house and Hannah sold it to us when she had to take her mother and put her in a nursing home.”

He said, “I would like to find Hannah since you don’t know where Michael is.”

She said, “Hannah is now in a nursing home herself.” She gave him the address.

It was late at night but he went to the nursing home. He stopped and talked to the concierge and then got on the elevator and went up to find a sweet, gray-haired lady sitting there watching TV. 

Arnold walked in and he said, “Hannah, I’ve found a letter.”
The second she saw the letter she said, “Young man, this letter was the last contact I had with Michael.  I loved him very much but I was only 16 and my mother felt I was too young. He was so handsome like Sean Connery, the actor.”
They both laughed.

She said, “Michael Goldstein was his name.  If you find him, tell him I still think of him often. I never did marry.”  Tears welled up in her eyes. “I guess no one ever matched up to Michael.”

Arnold left and went downstairs and was looking at the billfold. The concierge said, “Did you find this Hannah?”
“Yes, I found her.” And he told her about the billfold.

She said, “Why, that’s Mr. Goldstein’s billfold. He’s always loosing his billfold.”

“Mr. Goldstein, where is he?”

“He lives four floors about Miss Hannah.”

Arnold got on the elevator even though it was late at night. He went in, and he found Mr. Goldstein.

To make a long story short, told him about the letter he had found.

Mr. Goldstein said, “Oh, I loved her.”

“Come with me,” Arnold said and took him down four flights of stairs and took him in.

Hannah said, “Michael!”

He said, “Oh, Hannah.” And he patted her on the hand and he leaned down and kissed her.

She said, “Michael, I never loved anybody else but you.”

He said, “Hannah, I couldn’t marry anybody else but you. I have stayed single all these years.”

Arnold Fine was invited to a wedding several weeks later.

God has written a love letter. It’s the gospel of Jesus Christ. And you found it! Now go find the lover He wrote it to and unite them in the gospel of Jesus Christ. You are a minister of the gospel. Don’t ever forget it. There is someone out there that needs to know that God loves them. There is part of the bride of Christ out there. Go find her and bring her to her bride groom. They are very close – just a prayer of faith away.
