Titus Notes Lesson 2
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Introduction

     Are you thinking about having a midlife crisis?  Are you thinking about just shucking motherhood and homemaking and going out and establishing your career and making sure you have that stability and luxury in life that a career could bring?  Or are you younger and saying “I’m young and I need to live while I can!” and are you living recklessly without considering your future?  Or are you an employee who figures your employer makes plenty of money so therefore so you can ease up, take what you can because you’re the employee so he’s lucky to have you?  Do any of those things relate?  If so, then Kay Arthur says you and she need to talk.  Or if you have friends described above, you and she need to talk because we need to see what the word of God says about these things.  
Chapter 1 Review
Sound doctrine for Church leaders
     The book of Titus is a short book, only three pages long, which was written by Paul sometime after the book of Acts was complete.  Titus is written to his son, his “true child in the common faith”, Titus, who was left in Crete.  Crete was not a nice place to live.  The Cretans were not of a high moral standard.  Paul left Titus there to set in order what remains and appoint elders.  In the first chapter Paul describes the lifestyle and character of an elder who is to be an overseer of the church.  Eldership points to a maturity if not in age, then his maturity in Christian experience.  The role of an elder was to be an overseer of the flock, so Paul describes this man.  He also tells us in Titus 1:9 what this man is supposed to be able to do.  He is supposed to hold fast the faithful word- which is the Word of God.  At this point in history, it was still being written and recorded.  They had the Old Testament, it was complete, but the New Testament was still in process.  But they were to hold fast the faithful word which is accordance to the teaching.  In other words, what they taught and the Word of God go together.  And as the Old Testament was completed and they were teaching these principles which would be recorded and included in the bible,  such as the letter to Titus, that teaching was faithful to what the Word of God had to say.  They were to hold fast the faithful word which was in accordance with the teaching that they might be able to exhort ( exhort means to come beside, to take someone from here to there, to encourage someone)  in sound doctrine (sound means healthy, whole) and to refute those who contradict.  In Titus 1:10-16, we learn that the church in Crete had a group of rebellious men who would stand up and carry on and expound, and say nothing in all their expounding.   They were empty talkers and deceivers- they were turning whole households around and upsetting them by their teaching.  They were not clinging to the sound word, but instead giving attention to Jewish myths and commandments of men who did not hold to the truth.  In chapter one is the setting, and Paul introduces himself giving an introduction which will lead to what he will cover in this book.    One of the ways he introduces himself is

 Titus 1:1 “as a bond-servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ for the faith of those chosen of God and the knowledge of the truth which is according to godliness”    
Chapter 2:  Sound doctrine for individuals 

     In chapter one, Paul is showing us godly men and ungodly men and in chapter two he says 
Titus 2:1 “But as for you, speak the things that are fitting for sound doctrine”

We are to have elders in the church who are going to stand with sound doctrine and refute those who are contradicting this sound doctrine, but he also wants Titus to be able to speak the things which are fitting for sound doctrine and be an example to all.  Titus 2:1 opens with the word of contrast “but” where he contrasts the people in 1:16 to Titus.
Titus 1:16 “They profess to know God, but by their deeds they deny Him, being detestable and disobedient and worthless for any good deed.”    
In other words their mouth says one thing but their deeds prove another.  They say they know God, but the way they are living show they do not know God.  There is no change in their lifestyle.  How do they deny God?  They are being detestable, disobedient, and worthless for any good deeds.  These are very strong words. 

     In contrast verse 2:1 states what he wants Titus to do.

Titus 2:1 “But as for you, speak the things which are fitting for sound doctrine.”
Fitting means appropriate, proper, those things which go with sound doctrine.  Then in verses 2-14, he shows us these things which are fitting and go along with sound doctrine.  Then he brings this chapter to a conclusion in verse 15 saying 
Titus 2:15 “These things speak and exhort and prove with all authority.  Let no one disregard you.”
 Titus has the authority of the word of God and the authority of Paul behind him.  Paul is saying the things I have just told you I want you to speak. The word “speak” is used several times in this book and we see it in 2:1, 2:8, 2:15, 3:8, so he wants to stress that just our behavior will not convince someone.  Our behavior has a lot to say and either cause people to say “Wow, you are one more wonderful person!” or “What makes you the way you are?” but you have to be able to speak the things that are sound teaching and sound teaching always handles the word of God accurately.  Sound teaching always produces a changed lifestyle.  

     In Lamentations 2:14, the city of Jerusalem has been destroyed and they are in bondage.  They have gone into captivity and the enemy has had his victory over them.  He explains to them part of the problem.  He says “your prophets have seen for you false and foolish visions.  They have not exposed your iniquity so as to restore you from captivity.”  That’s in essence what the rebellious men who were in the church in Crete were doing.  There were many churches in Crete- it was an island of 100 cities.  What Titus was to do was to come along and not give them false and misleading oracles, these Jewish myths, these commandments of men, but he is to give them the sound teaching of the word of God which will change the way they think and live, bringing them into good deeds.  As he does this, he has already told us about the elders.  He will now tell us about the various categories of people within the churches.  First he will talk about older men, then older women, younger women, and young men and finally bond-servants. 

      In the beginning, I asked you if you were thinking about having a midlife crisis.  People might say “Well, what can you expect?  He’s in the middle of a midlife crisis. He’s missing his youth.  He’s having hormonal changes.”  This and that.  According to the word of God, it is never time for a man of God to have a midlife crisis.  In Titus 2:2 where it says older men are to be temperate, that means controlled.  If you were drinking temperate would mean sober.  He’s saying you are to live a controlled life, where a man in a midlife crisis says he cannot control himself.  He’s an older man not being dignified.  Temperate means you act for the occasion- you live a proper lifestyle.  Kay shares the story of a man who was saved from the bondage of alcoholism and now works mightily for the Lord.  He is a changed man who helps others.  He is temperate, dignified and sensible.  

Sophron= sensible

It is used several times in Titus and means “a sound understanding”.  It has to do with the mind.  In our language, it means to keep your head screwed on straight.  It means self-discipline in our freedoms, our passions, and our desires.  
Kay thinks about the movie Sense and Sensibility where the dialogue has such meaning and where a life is lived sensibly and properly and has integrity to it.

     Temperate means stay controlled and sensible means keep your head on straight.  If you keep your body controlled and your mind straight, you will be a man that no matter what your passions, cravings and desires are you will be a man who will control yourself as a child of God is able to.  In Lamentations, their “uncleanness in their skirts” is referred to and it says they did not consider their future.  In other words, they followed their passions and desires and they did not consider their future.  When men leave their wives and families for another woman, and disregard sound doctrine, the separation from their family often leads to regret in the future.  They don’t think the whole thing through.  Sound doctrine not only teaches the right words to say, but deeds will follow.  To be sound in faith means healthy and whole.  To be healthy, we must stay in the word of God.  Just because we learn it once, it is necessary to review them often.  

     In Titus 2:3, the older women are to be reverent in their behavior.  They are not to gossip or enslaved to wine, but teach what is good.  They have come all the way through life to this age where more than hobbies and activities, they are to teach what is good.  They should encourage the younger women to love their husbands.  This love is a fond affection/friendship kind of love. It is not the sexual passion that is not really dealt with in the bible.  If the older women are to teach this, that means it is teachable and learnable.  It is not a matter of whether you feel it or don’t feel it, it’s a matter of I will or I will not.  The younger women are to be taught to love their husbands and their children.  While it seems natural to innately love your children, for some women the love for their children is gone and they see their children as holding them back from developing themselves and being what they should be.  Consider your future.  Children grow up and move but they never leave your heart.   You want children who are going to love you. Our future is in the next generations.  
     Women are to be sensible and pure.  By pure, we watch what we read and what we watch on television.  Women are to be workers at home.

Workers=oikouros

This means a keeper of the house.

Today, there are many families who do not eat dinner together.  Kids may take meals to their rooms or eat in front of the TV.  Some families are so busy they do not even eat at home.  As a result, many girls do not know how to set a table or prepare a healthy meal. They don’t know how to be workers at home because many mothers are not home to teach the younger generation.  Kay’s understanding of the word of God is that women should try to everything they possibly can to be at home with the children and be a keeper of the home.  In 1 Timothy 5:1-14, it talks about older women and younger women and what their roles are to be.  While some say the bible is outdated, the bible is never outdated!  Our culture is not in line with the word of God, but that doesn’t mean the culture is right.  The bible always lays out for us how we are to live and the bible is not outdated.  Timothy 14 includes the phrase “keep house” which is the Greek word “despoteo” and a despot is someone who has complete authority.  So the woman is to have authority in the keeping of her house (not the family, but the home).  It means to govern or manage the house- the domestic affairs of the house.  Kay expands quite a bit serving the Lord as a homemaker.  She feels the bible calls the wife to be responsible for the atmosphere of the home and encourages everyone to study the word for themselves- not just judge by her opinions and statements.  

     In Titus 2:5, Paul also includes the statement that women are to be subject to their own husbands.  According to the bible, women are to rule the home but not rule the master of the home. It is important to welcome your husband home and make him feel appreciated.  Why should we do this?  In verse 5 it states “so that the word of God will not be dishonored”.  When we don’t live this way, in submission as also stated in Ephesians 5:22, the word of God is dishonored.  Titus gives at least four references to the importance to the word of God:

     Titus 1:1 It is the knowledge of the truth

     Titus 1:3 His word which was manifested

     Titus 1:9 it’s the faithful word

     Titus 1:13 It is the faith, the truth

All these are references to the word of God:  it is faithful, it is true, it produces godliness, and it is God’s book.  You and I are to honor the word of God by the way we live.  

     In Titus 2:6, we see again the call to be sensible.  Then he shifts the attention to Titus where he reminds him “in all things show yourself to be an example of good deeds with purity in doctrine.”   Paul wants Titus to be an example among these young men.  He is to be an example of good deeds through purity in doctrine and dignified behavior.   Not only are the older men called to be dignified but the young men also.  The young can sometimes think youth is the time to throw away caution and sensibility.  Rather Titus 2:8 states to be sound in speech which is beyond reproach in order that the opponent may be put to shame having nothing bad to say about us.  

     He talks about bond-slaves and while we don’t have bond-slaves in this country now, we do have employers and employees.  The advice to bond-slaves in Titus 2:9-10 certainly applies to us in our workplace.  The way we live will either adorn the doctrine of God or disgrace the doctrine of God.  Kay has friends who lived in Romania under a despot and as true Christians they were called “repenters”.  Repenters were under persecution there, but they were the best employees the government had.  They were working for God and adorning the doctrine of God so that first they would please God and second so that the people around them would see a difference.  How is this possible?  God lays out the character, lifestyle and deeds of righteousness and what is befitting of sound doctrine.  How can we do it?  The answer is in Titus 2:11 “for the grace of God has appeared bringing salvation to all men” We are able to be sensible and dignified because this is truth and the grace of God has appeared unto all men.  You can be who you ought to be because the grace of God has appeared to all men bringing salvation from sin.  Using a tree as an image, the fruit is based on the root of the tree, and when we know Jesus and are saved, we are saved from our independent living and rooted in Christ.  We are grounded and rooted in the righteousness of God.  

     Titus 2:12 uses the word “instruction”.

Instruction=Paideuo

This means child discipline- the nurture and training of a child.  It is used in Hebrews 12:4-11, and He says “do not regard lightly the instruction/discipline of the Lord”.  It is discipline that says if you step over the line, these are the consequences.  God also deals with us as with sons.  If we are without discipline, then we are illegitimate children and not a child of God.

The knowledge of truth is in accordance to holiness.  Holiness means set apart, living a different kind of lifestyle.  And this new lifestyle is laid out for us in Chapter 2; how the older men, the older women, the young women, the young men and the servants obey and how they walk in the light of the word.  

     Titus 2:11-12 shows us how to deny ungodliness.  We bring our desires in subjection, lead a controlled life and stay in the word of God.  Don’t forget there is a future and if we sow to the flesh we reap of the flesh.  But we want to sow of the spirit.   Paul instructs us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and live sensibly, righteously and godly in this present age.  

     We say it’s harder to do today, but remember what we learned about Crete.  Cretan society is like our society today.  Look at the society in Rome and what happened there.  Women kept track of the year by what husband they were on.  There was blatant immorality in the Roman Empire.  There was not only greedy, sensuous living, but there was also a lot of violence and the people loved it.  Even though we live in a similar society, the grace of God has also appeared to us bringing us to salvation.  Our roots are no longer rooted in independence, which produces adultery and lying and the fruit of the flesh. If we are planted in Christ it will produce righteousness.  And we can live that way now in this present age looking for the blessed hope and appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ.   The “blessed hope” means absent from the body and present with the Lord.  When we live righteously we have that promise to look forward to upon our death as well as the appearing of the Lord as written in 1 John 3:1-10 which is a purifying hope. The children of God live righteously.  

Titus 2:13-14 states Christ gave himself of us that we might be redeemed.

Redeem=lutroo

This means to ransom, that He paid a price.

Christ ransomed us from every lawless deed that He might redeem us and purify for Himself.  Purify is the process of the instruction, the child training, that belongs to every child of God.  He will also purify for himself a people of his own possession zealous for good deeds.  
     John 1:14 “And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.”
     John 1:16 “For of His fullness we have all received, and grace upon grace.”

What is grace?  It is not only unearned, unmerited favor, but grace means that everything Jesus Christ is and has is made available to us.  We can live soberly and righteously and godly in this present age because the grace of God has appeared.  How did it appear?  It appeared in the person of Jesus Christ.   It has always been; we have always been saved by grace.  But when Jesus Christ was born and the word became flesh, we saw that He was full of grace and truth.  

     John 1:17 “For the Law was given through Moses; grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ”.
     Remember the movie The Ten Commandments and how the Law was written on tablets of stone?  That was the law and we had it in stone, but we were still sinners, rooted in sin.  So the law could not transform us, it could only tell us how to live.  But, when the grace of God appeared to all men bringing salvation, when the truth was realized through Jesus Christ, we were not only saved by grace but we are uprooted from sin and replanted in the righteousness of God.  As a result our fruit is righteousness and our lifestyle adorns the doctrine of God.  When the desires of the flesh come, the spirit keeps us sensible.  The bible also tells us that the Law was written on stone tablets, but grace is written on fleshly tablets= our hearts.  

Application

     We are to take these things and speak them, exhort them and when necessary reprove them to bring people back into accountability.  Our nation is suffering because the salt has lost it’s saltiness; the light is hidden under a bushel; we are not living as saints following sound doctrine.  So forget the midlife crisis, make your home and family a priority and be the kind of man or woman who adorns the doctrine of God.     

