Titus Lesson 3

Kay Arthur/Precept Ministries
     The Book of Titus tells us that the grace of God has appeared to all men bringing salvation.  In the third chapter Paul reminds us what we were before the grace of God was received in our lives.  He also reminds us that as we are recipients of this awesome, lavish, extravagant, unmerited favor of God, we are to be equally the dispensers of that grace.  This lesson asks “Has our grace channel gotten clogged?  Have we received it but it’s having a hard time coming out?”  If so, God not only has a word on getting unclogged, but it’s possible we have not yet received the grace of God.  It may be hard to believe how much God cares for you and loves you. Today we will see the awesome truth. 

      Kay drew a sketch of Crete on the board with a church having elders speaking from the front and a congregation made up of both the ungodly and the godly men/women/bond slave members sitting in the pews.  In looking at the island of Crete, Paul left instructions for Titus what to do there.  He was to put in order the things of the church.  Titus was to appoint elders who were overseers of the church.  In chapter 1 we learn that there was a multiplicity of elders, not just one.  These pastors are sanctified, set apart by God, and lead lives which are above reproach.  They were to hold fast the faithful word of God.  In one section of the church there were ungodly men attending who were upsetting whole households because they were teaching bad things.  They were to be silenced. The word silenced means gagged.  Do whatever it takes!  Chapter 1 has elders and ungodly men.  The elders were also to refute what the ungodly were teaching and give forth sound doctrine.  In the last verse, the ungodly men are described.  This is what chapter 1 is about. 

     Titus 1:16 they profess to know God, but by their deeds they deny Him, being detestable and disobedient, and worthless for any good deed.

     In chapter 2, we see another section of the church.  We see the older men, older women, young men, young women and the bond slaves.  These people also attend the church.  Paul tells Titus is to speak the things that befit sound doctrine, that adorn the doctrine of God.  Chapter 2 instructs Titus and the elders to refute unsound doctrine.  

     Now the church also has a door on it- people go out and live in the community.  There is a way they are to behave when they leave the church.  The people leaving the church include the ungodly men and the godly men and women.  They live on the island of Crete where the society is not good.  They are just flat out displeasing to God.  Their description in 1:12 calls them “detestable, disobedient, worthless, always liars, lazy beasts, gluttons”.  So the ungodly men from the church are professing to know God but by their deeds are denying Him. They are teaching wrong things for sordid gain, so when the Cretans see these “church people”, how will they respond?  What are they going to see?  

     Mentally, transfer this image to a map of the United States, Canada, any city or state.  In chapter 3, Paul reminds them how to respond to the ungodly Cretans and live among them.  When Titus gives the sound doctrine, he is to speak, exhort and reprove.
Reprove means there is a real conviction and knowledge of sin.  In chapter 1 he is

to refute and reprove and refute/reprove are the same Greek word.  In 3:10 Paul says refute them because they are not teaching the word, but are teaching myths and the commandments of men who do not hold to the truth of the word of God.  Refute and reprove them.

Reprove/refute= elegcho

Means to convict, prove wrong.

Paul tells them to reject a factious man after the first and second warning.  If someone ignores your first and second warnings, he is to be out the door.  He has been shown the truth but refused to accept.  In the book Fresh Wind Fresh Fire written by the pastor of the Brooklyn Tabernacle Choir, the author shares the story of how he when he started a church, the Lord showed him in prayer that they were not to allow factious men like this to stay in the church.  If they would not change, they needed to go somewhere else.  They cause problems and division that harms they church.  It distracts the leaders from teaching sound doctrine.  

     Titus 3:9  But avoid foolish controversies and genealogies and strife and disputes about the Law, for they are unprofitable and worthless.  

     Titus 3:10-11 Reject a factious man after a first and second warning, knowing that such a man is perverted and is sinning, being self-condemned.  

It is not our worry, he has been shown the truth and he has made his own decision.  So the command is to refute and reject the ungodly after two warnings.  We should feel no guilt because they are self condemned. 

In chapter 3, he addresses those in the church first.  

     Titus 3:1-2  Remind them to be subject to rulers, to authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every good deed, to malign no one, to be peaceable, gentle, showing every consideration for all men.

Now, he’s talking to Titus and telling him what to do with the elders and the members- all people who are saved and have received the grace of God.  Remind them what everyone needs to know.
· Be subject to rulers unless that ruler tells you something that is diametrically opposed to the word of God.  Romans 13 tells us rulers are appointed by God to serve as His earthly policemen to keep law and order.  We are to obey them unless they are telling us to deny Jesus Christ or break God’s commands, in which case we will take the consequences.  

· Be obedient.  We have just heard the truth of God in church so when we leave we have to live a life of obedience and set a good example for others.  

· Be ready for every good deed.  (Remind is a command for continuous action.  It is easy to forget if we do not stay in the word continually).
· Malign no one.  This convicted Kay regarding things she has said about the president.

 1Peter 2:21-23  For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps, WHO COMMITTED NO SIN, NOR WAS ANY DECEIT FOUND IN HIS MOUTH; and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, he uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously;
Jesus did not revile Pilate or Herod or ask “do you know what’s going to happen to you?”  He did not malign.  Titus says malign no one.  We are to be gentile, showing every consideration for all men, not just some.  Looking at the rebellious ungodly men it is hard to understand, but God says do it.  The grace of God has appeared to all men.

     Titus 3:3-4  For we also once were foolish ourselves, disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various lusts and pleasures, spending our life in malice and envy, hateful, hating one another.  But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love of mankind appeared,
Everyone in mankind was separated from God at some point.  We are called to be kind to everyone because the kindness of God has saved us from what we once were.  We must guard against thinking we are any better than anyone else.  While many have been righteous in comparison to other people, doing many good deeds, there is still a gap and the bible says all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.  Jesus is the glory of God, so He is absolute perfection. To whatever degree, there is always a falling short, missing the mark and that is sin.  Everyone misses the mark, so He saved us not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy.  God saves us showing mercy, kindness and grace.  God declares us righteous not on our deeds, but on the sacrifice of Jesus Christ.  

     Titus 3:5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,

By the washing of regeneration and renewing by the holy spirit.  The word “washing” is only used in one other place in Ephesians 5:26, where it talks about the husband/wife relationship comparing it to the relationship of Christ and the church.  God saved us from ungodly deeds by the washing of regeneration, or rebirth.  

Palin genesia=rebirth

This regeneration is referred to in Matthew 19:28 concerning the regeneration of the earth when Christ reigns. He saved us not on the basis of deeds which we have done, in righteousness, but according to His mercy by the washing of regeneration.  That means, Kay believes, that the minute we are saved, the minute we receive Jesus Christ, the minute we recognize that we are sinners and there is only one Savior who is Jesus Christ, when we put our trust and faith in Him, acknowledging Him to be God, acknowledging 
Him to be Savior of the world, the one who paid our penalty, acknowledging Him to be the one promised by God to save us from our sins, the minute we do that:
1. We are washed in regeneration, washed in a new birth.  All of our sins are paid for and gone.  

2. Renewed by the Holy Spirit.  Made new, having a new nature.

As the godly Cretans from the church ( the elders, men, women and bond slaves) moved out among the Cretans people noticed that they have a different nature.  What makes them different?  What enables them to live differently than those who profess to know God but deny Him with their deeds?  It’s the Holy Spirit who has moved inside every child of God.  What is the work of the Holy Spirit?

     Titus 3:5-6 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and  renewing by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior.  
     Ephesians 1:13-14 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation-having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy spirit of promise, who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God’s own possession, to the praise of His glory.  
We hear the Gospel and believe in our heart.  The Holy Spirit comes in and seals us until the day of redemption and the Holy Spirit in us is the guarantee that this mortal body will put on immortality, this corruptible body will be incorruptible, the minute we die we will be absent from the body and present with the Lord.  In addition, the Holy Spirit is in the process of renewing us, making us different.  

     Hebrews 10:10 By this will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.  
That “sanctify” is in the perfect tense in Greek, which means it is an event which happened in the past and continues to be true.  So we are sanctified by the offering of the body of Jesus Christ.  It’s perfect and it’s passive which means the subject receives the action of the main verb.  We did not participate in this, it’s all God’s doing, He sanctified us.  

     Hebrews 10:14 For by one offering He has perfected for all time those who are sanctified.
The word “perfected” is again perfect tense, active voice and indicative mood- meaning it is certain, it is a reality.  By one offering God has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified.  We’ve had the rebirth, we are totally clean, but there is also a renewing, a process of making us all we ought to be by the Holy Spirit.  So whereas we have been sanctified (perfect tense) we continue to be sanctified.  Titus tells people how to behave during the sanctification process- with good deeds.

     Titus 3:8  This is a trustworthy statement; and concerning these things I want you to speak confidently, so that those who have believed God may be careful to engage in good deeds.  These things are good and profitable for men.

In other words, the process is God making us more and more like Jesus.  Our new nature inside us by the Holy Spirit is becoming more and more like Jesus.
     Romans 12:1-2 Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.  And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing o your mind, so that you may prove shat the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.
     Titus 3:5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, but the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit.
     Ephesians 5:25-27 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her, so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word,
What is God doing?  When we receive Him, we have many blemishes.  He washes us and begins “spot and wrinkle removing”.  He gives us a spiritual face lift.  As we behold His glory, we are transformed into His image.

     Romans 8:28-31And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.  For those whom he foreknow, he also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that he would be the firstborn among many brethren; and these whom he predestine, He also called; and these whom He called, he also justified; and these whom he justified, he also glorified.  That then shall we say to these things?  If God is for us, who is against us?
     When we walk into the world around us, we are to behave like God would behave towards them.  We are to love them, not revile them in return or utter threats.  We are to be as Christ and remember what we were before.  We are in process.

     Titus 3:7  so that being justified by His grace we would be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

We must remember we are an heir of God with Jesus Christ.  We have the hope of eternal life.  Our sins are forgiven and we are in process of learning how to adorn the doctrine of Jesus Christ.  So every opportunity we have for a good deed, we should take it.  In any situation we have a choice to live by the Spirit given to us to make us beautiful or to walk by the flesh in that particular instant.   If we are by chance constantly walking by the flesh, we profess to know God but we deny Him.  

Where do we stand with God? 

     Titus 3:14  Our people must also learn to engage in good deeds to meet pressing needs, so that they will not be unfruitful.
We must bow the knee and ask for forgiveness and a fresh start.  Upon receiving Jesus as Lord and Savior, we have the knowledge of the truth which is according to Godliness and will reap the eternal benefits of eternal life with Jesus Christ as Lord.  
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