TITUS – LESSON 0
“What Happens to Character When Truth Perishes”

Kay Arthur, Teacher


As we enter a new millennium, what are we like?  What is the character of men and women and teenagers as they enter this new millennium?  You realize that it has been about (if you follow Biblical chronology) 4,000 years since God destroyed this earth, since He brought a flood and destroyed man off the face of this earth, because man had corrupted this way.  It grieved God that He made man.  He restarted, so to speak, His earth with eight people on the face of this earth:  Noah and Mrs. Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth, and Mrs. Shem, Ham, and Japheth.  Shem, Ham, and Japheth and their wives were the ones that populated this earth.  They are the ones that you and I can all trace our genealogy back to.  What has happened to us since that time?  What has happened during that 4,000 year span?  Has man achieved a greatness?  Has man become more of what God ordained for him to be?  Or has man degenerated?  What has happened since almost 2,000 years ago, when Jesus Christ was born, when He walked upon this earth, when grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ, when He was crucified, when He was buried, when He was resurrected?  What has happened since that monumental event that dates all of history, so that we have B. C. (Before Christ), or as the Hebrews would say, B. C. E. (Before the Common Era)—and now, in the time of A. D., anno domini, “of our Lord”?  Since those 2,000 years have passed since grace and truth came and were seen, manifested in Jesus Christ, what has happened to man?  Has man spiraled upward, and achieved a greater likeness to God, made in the image of God, that was destroyed in the Garden of Eden?  What has happened to man?  What has man achieved since that time?  

Well, its achievements have been great.  As you look at it, who could have believed that we would walk on the moon?  Who could believe that we would be doing all the scientific things that we are able to do?  It is phenomenal!  Knowledge has increased; travel has increased; the language barriers are broken down; the oceans are no longer hindrances to nations getting together and pooling their knowledge.  And even as it was on the day when God looked down, and He saw those men as they built the tower of Babel, He said, “They are of one spirit and one mind, and because they are of one heart, there is nothing that they will not be able to do.”  Yet, their hearts were evil, and their intentions were evil, and they were in rebellion against God.  They had built that tower, which was a symbol of going against God.  So God said, “Let Us go down, and let us confuse their language.”  

But now those language barriers are gone, and now distance has been traversed by all our travel, and so we have made great, great achievements.  And yet, what has happened to our character in that time?  What has happened to the character of man?  I know that as you pick up the newspapers, as you turn on television, as you see even what we watch as entertainment, as you see the violence, as you see the immorality, that you know that although man has achieved great things intellectually and scientifically and philosophically, and in all those areas that man has degenerated.  We have gotten worse.  And you have to ask yourself, “Why?  Why has the character of man degenerated to the level that it has, when the achievements of man have gone in the opposite direction.  I believe that man’s character is degenerating because truth is perishing in our streets.


I want you to turn in your Bibles to Isaiah 59, which is a prophecy that was given by Isaiah the prophet to warn of the coming captivity of Israel.  It is a marvelous book, and someday I want to write a Precept course on it.  I just have to find people that will stick with me long enough to do Isaiah, because it is 66 chapters.  (66 books in the Bible—66 chapters in Isaiah.)  In Isaiah 59, he describes the condition of the people.  I wish I had time to read it all, to bring you up to this point, but I am just going to pick up a few random verses.  (2) “But your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God,” [He is speaking to the nation of Israel.] “and your sins have hidden His face from you, so that He does not hear, (3) For your hands are defiled with blood, and your fingers with iniquity; your lips have spoken falsehood, your tongue mutters wickedness. (4) No one sues righteously” [And don’t you see all the time people going to court, asking for exorbitant fees, challenging people, “I have gotten cancer because I have smoked your cigarettes.”  Well, why didn’t you just not smoke those cigarettes?  Why do we make other accountable?  

(4) “No one sues righteously and no one pleads honestly.  They trust in confusion, and speak lies;”

etc.  (9) “Therefore, justice is far from us, and righteousness does not overtake us; we hope for light, but behold, darkness.” [I think that in our country there is a hope for light.  I worked with Bill Bright on the Executive Committee of Fasting and Prayer, and we are hoping and we are praying for righteousness.  We are praying for revival, but so far we haven’t seen it.  And this is what was going on in their time.] (12) “For our transgressions are multiplied before Thee, and our sins testify against us; for our transgressions are with us, and we know our iniquities:” [We know that there is sin in our lives.] (14) “And justice is turned back, and righteousness stands far away; for truth has stumbled in the street.” [This is why we are in the trouble that we are in.  This is why justice is turned back.  This is why righteousness stands far away, because truth has stumbled in the street.] 

(15) “Yes, truth is lacking;” [And listen to this next line, because I believe this is coming for Christendom.] “and he who turns aside from evil makes himself a prey.” [In other words, those that decide, “I am not going to go along with this evil and adulterous generation.  I am going to stand for righteousness; I am going to stand for godliness;” that person makes himself a target, a prey.  And you see this move in our great nation that once was founded on a fear of God, because you go to the monuments in Washington, D.C., and they are engraved, chiseled in stone, “God,” “God,” “God.”  A reverence for God, a fear of God, a respect of God, and acknowledgment of God.  But all of that is passing away, and there is a move on to get rid of those who are bringing condemnation on that society that is living in their own lusts, and living in their own desires.  They are bringing condemnation on it because they are saying it is wrong, and “Who are you to say anything is wrong, because truth is relative.  Truth is a matter of opinion.”  You have a right to your opinion, and I have a right to my opinion, and the minute that I tell you that your opinion is wrong, I have become intolerant.  That intolerance is based on a reaction, and not on a premise that there is an absolute truth.  


So why are we in the troubles that we are in?  Why has man achieved incredible greatness in his achievements, and at the same time descended so low into a pit of iniquity?  I believe it is because truth has perished in our streets, even as it did in the land of Israel.  As you look at this you see that he says, “Truth is perishing in the streets, and I am going to bring judgment.”  I believe that is where we are headed, unless God moves in a gracious revival, and this nation repents, and turns back, and has a fear of God.  There is a character crisis in our nation.  There is an integrity crisis in our nation.  We see it on every hand.  But the thing that is so distressing is when people were polled in the United States, they said that money meant more than character; and if our economy is good, then forget getting rid of men who do not have character that are leading our country as long as the economy is good.  So what is our God?  Our god is greed; our god is money.  


When you look at this character crisis, this is what you need to know.  There is an intimate connection of truth with character.  We see this in the book we are about to study.  In three weeks, you and I are going to go through the book of Titus, and as we look at the book of Titus, you are going to see some exciting things.  I don’t want to preempt you according to what you are going to see, but I want to take you to Titus 1:1.  (All the Ts in the New Testament come together.  Isn’t that nice of God to put them together?  The longest one comes first, which is Thessalonians; the second longest one is Timothy; and then Titus.  That all happens just before Hebrews.  Philemon is squeezed in there somewhere (but he is so small we hardly notice him).


Titus 11 begins like this: “Paul, a bond-servant of God, and as apostle of Jesus Christ, for the faith of those chosen of God and the knowledge of the truth which is according to godliness,” [“A knowledge of  truth which is according to godliness.”  You see an intimate connection between truth and character.  There is an intimate connection between truth and character.  He says that he is a bond-servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the faith.  The word “for” here is the preposition in the Greek, kata.  Kata, with the accusative case, means “according to; in harmony with.”  Kata marks the standard of measurement.  By usage here is could mean “for, or according to the goal or the purpose.”  He is a bond-servant of God.  He is an apostle of Jesus Christ for the purpose of, or for the goal of, the faith of those chosen of God.  In other words, Paul is saying, “This is who I am, and this is why I am who I am.”  


Let me ask you a question:  Who are you?  And why are you the way that you are?  How would you identify yourself?  Some of you would identify yourselves very properly, and others would identify yourselves very improperly, and very unbiblically, because you do not know the truth of what God  says about you.  But I pray that by the end of this course, in three short weeks, that you will be able to say, “Kay Arthur (you say your name), and this is what I am.  And this is what I am for the goal, for the purpose, of the faith of the chosen—not just for myself, but for the faith of the chosen, and for the knowledge of the truth.”  Because you are going to be a light bearer.  You are going to be a standard.  The reason that our society is in the mess it is in, I believe, is because we have forgotten that we are the salt of the earth, and that the salt is what stops the spread of corruption.  We have lost our salt; we have forgotten that we are the light of the world.  You don’t take a light and put it under a bushel, and we have taken our light and put it under a bushel.  Instead, you put it on a lampstand, so that it might dispel the darkness, and then men might see our good deeds, that men might see us as we walk in the light, that our light would so shine before men, that men might see our good deeds, and glorify our Father who is in heaven.  And that we would be so firm, and so confident, precious one, that we would say, “All right, if they are going to come after me because I am righteous, let them come.  I am going to stand firm; I am going to be an oak of righteousness; I am going to be a planting of the Lord.  My roots go deep, and the storms can come, and I will stand, because I know who I am, and I know why I am here.  I know I am here for the faith of the chosen, and I know that I am here for the knowledge of the truth, which is according to godliness.” 

What is godliness?  Godliness is simply “God-likeness.”  We are to be like God.  When God formed man, when He made man in the Garden of Eden, He made man in His image.  That image has been distorted, and Christianity is the process of restoring man into the image of God.  


What we believe impacts the way that we live.  I will tell you that, and you just think about it.  It is so interesting.  My sweet husband hasn’t been feeling well, and he got so dizzy that he was in bed all day yesterday.  I keep running into the bedroom, “Are you all right?  Are you all right?”  He watches intelligent things on television (he really does).  If I want to know anything, I go to my husband.  He knows what is going on in the world; he knows what is going on on C-Span, and all of that.  He keeps me informed; he keeps me straight, and I need somebody like that.  Anyway, he had on the news, and they were talking about now they have discovered that people that start exercising, and getting a positive outlook, and a progressive outlook, and keeping themselves in shape, that what goes on in the mind is affecting the body.  What we think, and the way we think, and the way we think, and how we respond to truth (I am not talking about the power of positive thinking.  I am talking about understanding truth.), and what we really believe impacts the way that we live.  Many, today, (and I wish I could, “just in the world,” but that is not true) in the world, and in the confines of the church universal, so to speak, or the church local (all the different denominations) have chosen to believe a lie.  They have chosen to believe a lie, or they have been deceived.  They have rejected truth, and as a result of rejecting truth, it affects the way they live.

Let me take you to Romans 1:21, and show you what happens when men reject the knowledge of God.  If you have done our Precept course on Romans, you know where I am taking you, and you know what we are going to look at.  (21) “For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God, or give thanks;” [In other words, they had no fear of God before their eyes.  To honor God as God is to have a fear of God.  It is to have a respect of God.  It is to have a reverential trust of God.  It is to believe that He is there, and that He is God, and that you are man, and He is to be respected, and He is to be trusted.  He is to be trusted, and if He speaks, He is to be listened to.  These people, even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God, or give thanks.] “but they became futile in their speculations,” [in what they were speculating about, in what they were thinking.  Suppose this, suppose this, suppose this—all these “supposes.”] “and their foolish heart was darkened.”


(22) “Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools,” [Now watch; here are people that are off in their thinking.  Watch for the word “truth” and watch for the word “lie.”  Here are people that are off in their thinking, so what happens?  They know God, but they do not honor Him as God.  They have these futile speculations.  Their foolish heart is darkened.  They profess to be wise, but they become fools.] (23) “and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God” [for a God that is unchangeable, a God that cannot be corrupted, a God that is different.  He is not like an animal that is going to live and die, or a man that is going to live and die, etc.] “for an image in the form of corruptible man and of birds and four-footed animals and crawling creatures.”


When I go to India, you wouldn’t believe all the gods.  They have 333 million gods.  (I didn’t know you could even count that many.)  You wouldn’t believe the things they worship.  When you go to Taiwan, and you go to these Buddhist temples.  When you go around the world, you see these idols.  In America, our idols come in a different form.  The Bible tells us in Colossians 3 that greed is idolatry, so we have a different kind of idol.  They worship these corruptible things.  

(24) “Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their hearts to impurity,” [Why did He give them over to impurity?  Because they do not honor God as God.  They are foolish in their speculations.]

He gives “them over in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, that their bodies might be dishonored among them. (25) For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie,” [The truth of whom?  God.  For what?  A lie.  Now watch what happens when you exchange the truth of God for a lie.] “and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever.” [If you exchange the truth of God for a lie, then you are going to worship other things.  If you embrace the truth of God, you are going to worship God, and God alone.]

(26) “For this reason God gave them over to degrading passions; for their women exchanged the natural function for that which is unnatural, (27) and in the same way also the men abandoned the natural function of the woman and burned in their desire toward one another, men with men committing indecent acts and receiving in their own persons the due penalty of their error.” [The due penalty of their error.  Do you know that now in the White House, for the first time in years, there is no religious liaison?  We have had them come here.  The religious liaison with the White House has visited here.  Carolyn has been a friend of mine ever since she pulled up in her limousine from the White House.  Now they have no liaison, but they have an appointed liaison with the homosexual community.  What is it saying here?  “When they exchanged truth for a lie,” they descend, they degenerate into leaving the natural use of a woman for a man, and a man for a woman.  So you have women with women (lesbianism) and men with men (homosexuality).]

(27) “and in the same way also the men abandoned the natural function …men with men committing indecent acts” [God says they are indecent.] “and receiving in their own persons the due penalty of their error. (28) And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer,” [They are not coming to the knowledge of the truth, and they are not acknowledging God.  What happens?] “God gives 

them over to a depraved mind, to do those things which are not proper,” [Now watch—they have a depraved mind.  And how does it come out in their character, in their actions?] (29) “being filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice; they are gossips, (30) slanderers, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, (31) without understanding, untrustworthy, unloving, unmerciful; (32) and, although they know the ordinance of God, that those who practice such things are worthy of death, they not only do the same, but also give hearty approval to those who practice them.” [So this is what happens when men reject the knowledge of the truth, which is according to godliness.  The way we believe affects our character.]  


What is important?  Truth is important.  You have heard that famous saying, “What is truth?”  What is truth?  How important is truth?  Where is it to be found?  Is truth relative, or is truth absolute?  How are we to respond to it?  When you look at Isaiah 65:16, you see that God is truth.  If you want truth, it is embodied in the character of God, in the person of God.  


If you look at Titus 1:2, you see that God cannot lie; God is truth, and He cannot lie.  (1) “…the knowledge of the truth which is according to godliness, (2) in the hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, promised long ago.” [Did you realize that God cannot lie?  Do you realize, precious one, that there is one person, one personality, one very, very real person and personality that will never, ever lie to you?  That will never shade the truth; that will always speak absolute, as pure and unadulterated truth to you?  There is one place where you can find truth.  There is one place where you can embrace truth.  There is One who cannot lie, because it goes against His nature.  It goes against His character, this one that you and I know and serve.  And if you do not know Him, I pray that this will be the time in these next three weeks, that you will see where you really stand with God.  This book of Titus is going to help you see this.  How do I know that I am truly a child of God?  You are going to see that, and you are going to see that on your own, as you study Titus.  Do you realize that you and I have believed and have a God that cannot lie, a God that is not capricious, a God who is immutable, a God who changes not, a God who is the same yesterday, today, and forever.]  


In John 16:4, what do we see about the Son of God? What do we see about the word who became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth?  What about this One named Jesus Christ, in which grace and truth came and were realized.  In John 14:6, Jesus says this, “I am the way, and the truth,” [So there is Father in heaven who is truth.  There is the Son who is in heaven, but the Son who has been on earth, the Son who has been in your skin, the Son who has been made in the likeness of our flesh, and yet without sin, and He is truth.  He is the One who was seen, and handled, and touched by John and Peter and Andrew, and the others.  That is the One that we are told about.  He is truth.  God is truth; Jesus is truth.]                   


Go to John 17:17, and what else do you see that you and I have that is pure and unadulterated truth?  Jesus is getting ready to be arrested in the Garden of Gethsemane, and He stopped (probably outside that temple in Jerusalem that was still standing, and stood until 70 A.D.  Somewhere along the way from the Upper Room to the Garden of Gethsemane, down through the Kidron Valley, He prays.  This is His high priestly prayer, (17) “Sanctify them in the truth;” [“Sanctify” means to set apart.] “Thy word is truth.” [So what do you and I have here?]  

We have pure, unadulterated truth.  You say, “But it is full of mistakes.”  I was doing an interview for Israel, My Beloved, on the Mindy Jackson Show.  Mindy Jackson is a Jewish woman, and she was interviewing me, a secular interview.  She doesn’t believe the Bible is the word of God.  She says it has nothing to do with today; it is totally, absolutely irrelevant.  I said, “Mindy, let me ask you a question.  Have you ever read it?”  She said, “No.”  I said, “Mindy, before you say those things, may I suggest, Darling, that you read it.”  Then Mindy asked me some questions, and in the course of this interview, I said, “I guess you can tell that I am excited about what I am saying.”  (I am holding the phone, and I am excited about what I am saying.)  She said, “Yes, and it makes me envious.”  I said, “What makes you envious?”  She said, “I wish I had a Savior like that.”  “This is the basis of my faith.”  She said, “How do we know?”  I began showing her the way we know that it is not a bunch of fairy tales, and the future, and what it says about Israel, and how it has come to pass.  This is truth—this is truth.  God is truth; Jesus is truth; and the word of God is truth.  

You and I have truth, and you are going to learn how to discern truth and how to understand it for yourself, so you don’t have to be dependent upon someone else’s opinion.  That is what Precept is all about.  Proverbs 23:23 tells us to buy truth, and not sell it.  Getting truth costs you something.  He says, “Buy truth; do not sell it.”  Pay the price to know truth.  That is what Precept Upon Precept is all about.  That is what this ministry is all about.  That is what our International Inductive Study Series is all about.  That is what the International Inductive Study Bible is all about, that you might buy truth, and that you might not sell it.  Once you buy it, you know how vital it is, because it is what holds you in the midst of the storms.


Go to Proverbs 3:3.  “Do not let kindness and truth leave you;” [By the way, when you really know truth, it makes you kind.  If you are not so kind, honey, you need to know more truth, and obey it.  “Do not let kindness and truth leave you.”  What are you to do?] “bind them around your neck, write them on the tablets of your heart.” [You are to write kindness on the tablets of your heart; you are to write truth on the tablets of your heart.  That is what this study is designed to do.  It is designed to get this truth right in here, so that it is bound around your neck, so that it is written on the tablets of your heart, so that as you go, you just spill truth.

I had the most exciting adventure the other day.  I got stuck in the Chattanooga Airport for two hours, and poor ASA was suffering, because they are always having mechanical difficulties, and everything.  But this wasn’t ASA; this was God, because the weather was bad in Cincinnati, and we couldn’t get on the plane.  I live five minutes from the airport, but I had to sit there, because we might take off at any moment.  Well, I am sitting there in this lounge, and I am spread out on the desk doing my work.   I am asked by this man to be his ears, to hear what the announcement is, so I can tell him if we are ready to go.  (So I am the little go-between.)  So I am sitting there, and they began talking about ASA, and demeaning it, and this guy just said, “That’s a bunch of ----!”  And he just let out this profanity.  I thought, “God, do I correct him right now, or do I tell him not to talk that way?  God, what do you want me to do?”  Well, God didn’t want me to do anything, so I kept my mouth shut.  (But I would have done it kindly.)  So we wait two hours, and then get on this tiny little puddle-jumper.  We get on, and I am standing in the aisle, and somebody is in my seat.  I said, “Well, that is all right.  I will just sit here.”  It was not the most comfortable seat.  I sat down, and there is Mr. Profanity sitting next to me across the aisle.  He is a real gregarious young man, a really fun guy, I find out, and he asked what I do.  I tell him I am a Bible teacher, and he says, “Oh, I have three Saint Peter jokes.  Can I tell them to you?  You will like them; you are a Bible teacher.”  I looked at him, and I said, “You know, you can tell them to me, if you don’t use those vulgar words like you did in the lounge.”  He looked at me, and said, “Okay.”  

It didn’t even phase him that I called them vulgar words.  He started to tell me the first Saint Peter joke, and all of a sudden he stopped, and said, “Can I say the word “homosexual”?”  I said, “Yes, you can say the word “homosexual,” because it is in the Bible.”  So he told me these three jokes.  In between, I start coming on with the gospel, the truth of the gospel.  He just flat-out said to me, “I’m sorry, but I don’t want you to say a word.  I don’t want to hear anything.”  But I want you to know that by the time we got off the plane, I had his address.  He couldn’t wait for one of my books to come; he wanted to make sure that I was going to autograph it.  And he promised me that he would read it if I gave it to him, because I said, “Bill, I am not going to waste a book on you.”  When we got off, Bill knew that he was going to go to hell, that he was not right with God (the way he thought he was), that he was not on good terms with God, and that God was very disappointed in him—but wanted him to come to Him.  Not only that, but this really got him, but that he was leading his son (who is named Peter) whom he adored, to hell, and what was he going to do?  Because if little Peter followed him, and did everything, and he wasn’t teaching Peter the truth, then, “If you don’t want to go to heaven, that is fine, but what about your son?  Because this is truth.”


That whole flight, all the way to Cincinnati (and in those little planes it takes longer), we did Bible.  We did Bible, but I am not opening my Bible in that little plane.  The Bible is coming out; truth is coming out.  Truth met a lie, and the lie was seen to be a lie.  Now what he does with it, I don’t know.  But he said, “If I write to you, will you write me back?”  I said, “Yes, Bill, I will.  I will write you back.”  Because God put me there, and He knew that when we got through that we had had a divine appointment, that it was in the sovereignty of God that the plane was delayed, that he was sitting where he wasn’t supposed to be sitting, I was sitting where I wasn’t supposed to be sitting, and he is one that talked to me, and started the whole thing.  


Truth, truth, truth!  We are to be steeped in truth.  We are to bind it around our neck; we are to write it on the tablets of our heart.  What I shared with him, when I shared about his sin, was this—go to John 8.  It was so cute, because he is thirty some years old, and when we got off the plane, he was helping me with my bags, and waiting for me, and everything, and he was saying to me (of course, it impressed him that I knew Billy Graham personally, and that I knew Jim Bakker.  That didn’t impress him.) “You are famous.”  I said, “No.”  I just mentioned that I write books, kind of like Paul dropping his credentials, but if you write a book, they just think you are wonderful.  You could self-publish, but they don’t know the difference.  (I didn’t self-publish.)


When we got off the plane, he said, “You know, if you had been younger, and I met you, I probably would have dated you.”  So I want you to know that although I told him that he was going to hell, he didn’t hate me, because he could see the kindness.  He could see the love; he could see the concern.  But he also saw the bold confidence I had because I know truth.  I know truth.


John 8:32 is what I shared with him, and it is about truth.  Jesus says, “And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”  You see, the world lies under the power of the evil one.  The evil one is a liar; he is the father of lies.  He is a murderer.  He abides not in the truth.  And the world lies under this world system that does not believe truth.  You and I have truth, and we are to know that truth.  We are to have that knowledge of truth, which is according to godliness, that knowledge of truth that changed our character.  How can it change our character?  Because, “you shall know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”  (34) “Jesus answered them, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is the slave of sin.’” [But you shall know the truth, and the truth shall set you free.  Set you free from what?  Set you free from sin.  So this is what I got to share with him.  It sets you free from sin, and, as we saw in John 17:17, “Sanctify them in the truth,” it also sets you apart from sin.  It sets you apart into truth.


Go to Ephesians 4:22, and you will see that the new man (and this is what I am telling Billy that he needs to become, and that God can make him.  I mean, he got my whole testimony.  He wanted it, and he got it.  He kept asking me.  He said, “No,” through the first, second, and third Peter jokes, but then he starts asking questions.  Then I give him my testimony, and I give him my story.  I tell him how God set me free from sin, and how I was immoral, and how God saved me; how I said words that were so bad that my husband committed suicide, and all of that.  But how God saved me, and how there is no condemnation now.)

Ephesians 4:22 says, “that, in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit,” [You are deceived in your mind about these lusts, and there are so many people that have such a desire for things.  Such a desire, maybe for another person, or a desire for this or a desire for that, and there are lusts that are coming from deceit, and they are going after those things.] “that, in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside (or you laid aside, it should be) the old self,” [the old man, what you were before you knew Christ] “which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit, (23) and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind, (24) and put on the new self,” [the new man] “which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth.” [Truth and character go together; there is an intimate connection.  Here you have truth, and here you have the holiness of truth.] 


(25) “Therefore, laying aside falsehood, speak truth, each one of you, with his neighbor, for we are members of one another.  (26) Be angry, and yet do not sin;” [Don’t steal any longer.]  (29) “Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth…” (31) “Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. (32) And be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.” [This is the lifestyle; this is the character of those that have put on the new self, the new man that is created in righteousness and holiness of the truth.]

What are we to do with truth?  We see that His word is truth.  2 Timothy 2:15 says, “Study” [exert yourself is what it means] “to show yourself approved unto God, a workman that needs to be ashamed, handling accurately the word of truth.” [What is the implication there?  If you don’t study, and you don’t handle God’s word accurately, what are you going to be?  Ashamed; because this is truth, and truth is to be handled accurately.  You are going to see how important it is for you, as you study Titus, to handle the truth accurately.  You are going to see your responsibility, and your accountability to that.  We are to handle it accurately.


Go to Jeremiah 23.  We are to speak it in truth.  We are to handle it; we are to speak it.  I wish we had time to look at the whole chapter, and I would suggest that you read the chapter—at least starting with v. 16.  “Do not listen to the words of the prophets who are prophesying to you.  They are leading you into futility; they speak a vision of their own imagination, not from the mouth of the Lord.” [Sometimes when I turn on our Christian television, I weep, because I see all of these people standing up, praising God to error.  I see multitudes flocking in.  I was interviewed by a Moody Monthly Magazine (they interviewed a group of us, and they are going to do an issue on the lies that we have believed.  They came to me, and said, “We are interviewing all these people, and we want to know what you would write on, and we will let you know if we want you to do it.”  So they wrote back to me and asked me to do it.  I said, “One of the things that burdens is that we think popularity validates the message. If you see thousands of people there, that man must be right, and he must be giving truth.  Or, if people acclaim him or applaud him, or give him/her a standing ovation, if must be truth; but that is not true.”  

In these days (and Isaiah leads right into Jeremiah eventually and the destruction of Jerusalem) you have these prophets that are leading them into futility.  They are speaking a vision of their own imaginations; they are not a word from the mouth of the Lord.  When you come down to Jeremiah 23:28, he says, “The prophet who has a dream may relate his dream, but (contrast) let him who has My word speak My word in truth.” [You can speak His word, and speak it not in truth.  You can take the word of God and you can distort it.]

2 Peter 3:16 talks about people who distort the word of God to their own destruction.  They will take truth, and they will give it a twist that is not Biblical.  That is what is happening, so he is saying, in Jeremiah 23:28, “‘Let him who has My word speak My word in truth.  What does straw have in common with grain?’ declares the Lord.” [The dreams and the visions and the prophecies are as straw compared to the word of God, because this is pure and absolute truth.  The other you don’t know; you have to examine it.  Then he goes on and talks about His word, which we don’t have time for.


2 Timothy 4:4, this is what we see about truth, and it is a sad thing to see.  (1) “I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living” [That is you and me—Christians.] “and the dead,” [That is lost people.] “and by His appearing and His kingdom: [He tells Timothy] “preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and doctrine.” [Why?] (3) “For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires;” [They just want what is going to fulfill their desires.] “and they will turn away their ears from the truth.” [I believe that time is here.]

Romans 2:8 tells us (and you can move on that chapter.  I won’t go there because of time.) that God is going to judge us according to truth and according to deeds.  The end of that chapter tells you that God is going to judge you according to the gospel.  Now, what is the relationship between the gospel and truth in deed?  There is a relationship, and you are going to see that relationship as you study Titus, but you can know that God is going to judge us according to this.  He is going to judge us according to truth, because truth is according to godliness.  “The knowledge of the truth which is according to godliness.”

Go to Zechariah 8.  We have descended into the depths; we have degenerated, because truth has perished in the streets, because truth has stumbled in the streets.  But I want you to know that truth is going to triumph in the end.  In Zechariah 8, God is talking about Israel in Zion.  He says, (2) “‘I am exceedingly jealous for Zion, yes, with great wrath I am jealous for her.’ (2) Thus says the Lord, ‘I will return to Zion and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem.  Then Jerusalem will be called the City of Truth, and the mountain of the Lord of hosts will be called the Holy Mountain.’” [So it is the city of truth, and that is where truth is going to be found.  And the One who is the truth is going to be there.]


Until truth ultimately triumphs, what does God desire?  In 1 Timothy 2:4, it says that God wants all men to be saved.  But not only to be saved, but He says, “I desire that all men be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth.”  So listen, precious one, you may be saved, but have you come to the knowledge of the truth?  That is what this course is all about.  That is what this ministry is all about.  It is to bring God’s people to fulfill God’s desire, not only to be saved, but that you would come to the knowledge of the truth.  That is what we are about.


Now, for one last minute, I want you to reason with me.  If there is an intimate connection between truth and character, why is it that our church is so bereft of men, women, teenagers, and children of godly character?  Why is it hard to find a church full of godly men and women and teenagers and children that have character?  Could it be that the church (and you and I are the church) is not teaching them sound doctrine?  Could that be the case—that we are not teaching sound doctrine?  I leave you with that, as you study Titus—Precept Upon Precept.

Let’s pray.  Father, we thank You.  We thank You for Your word.  We thank You for the truth of it.  And, Father, I know that as we get into it we are going to be confronted with truth, and some of that truth is not going to be easy to believe.  Some of that truth is going to fly in the face of what we have thought, of what we have been taught, or what we have just assumed.  I pray, Father, for each one of us, that as we get into Your word, that we would remember that the God of truth has recorded the word of truth, and given us salvation through Your Son, who is truth.  And that, Father, that truth is to be believed, is to be embraced, is to be adhered to, and is to be proclaimed.  I thank You, Father, that as we get into it, we are going to see it for ourselves.  No man is going to have to tell us what to believe, because it is there in black and white, and it is able to be understood.  I pray, Father, that as we come face to face with truth, that we would embrace it, that we would be willing to lay aside all of our preconceived ideas, all of our theology that is not biblical; that we would let go of pet doctrines that do not measure up to the plumb line of Your word, and that we would be able to sit on Your side, and believe what You tell us about those that are truly saved, and those that are not saved, even if it hurts, that we will join You.  And, Father, when we leave this course, that we will know who we are, what our calling is from You, and it is not just for us.  It is for the faith of those children of God, and it is for the knowledge of truth which is according to godliness.  I pray that our lives will be transformed as a result of this, and that our light will shine before You, and that they would see our good works, our good deeds, and that they would glorify You in heaven.  I thank You, Father, for what you are going to do now.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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