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1 Samuel 8
1. Remember: he is not rejecting you, but rejecting God!
2. Warn him... 
          “If you continue to ____________, God will judge you. 
                    You can’t do that and get away with it.”
3. Step back, give them what he wants. 
                                                                          Psalm 106:15
                      So He gave them the desires of their heart, But sent leanness to their soul (KJV).
                         They will discover that if “it” is out of God’s will or timing, it will not satisfy.
4. God KNEW what would happen, so He “regulated” the office of king, but didn’t abandon them.

KNOW The BONDAGE of “insisting on your own way”

1 Samuel 8

Realize what it will cost… The “king” will take the BEST from you

Is your focus on the TEMPORAL, not the ETERNAL?
2 Timothy 4:7-8
I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith; in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.

Principles for those who GOT what they asked for and now regret it
1 Samuel 12

“I was told, but I didn’t listen”

1. (12: 6-12) When he is broken, remind him of God’s righteous acts, His faithfulness toward him.
2. (12: 12-13) Help him see their sin, confront what HE did wrong (instead of blaming others to excuse himself)
3. (12: 14-16) Call him to fear God. If not, the hand of the Lord will be against him.
4. (12: 17-19) Help him see their wickedness (name his sin), so he confesses and forsakes it.

Proverbs 28:13
He who conceals his transgressions will not prosper,
But he who confesses and forsakes them will find compassion.
1 John 1:9
If we confess our sins, 
He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
5. (12: 20-21) Move forward. Put away fear, guilt, and serve the LORD or the guilt will weigh him down.
6. (12: 22) Remind him that God will NOT abandon His people, for His Name’s sake. But He will chasten us and bring us to maturity.

                                                                    Romans 5:6, 8. 10
 For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.  But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.  For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 

7. (12: 23-24) Listen to God’s instructions

A. Fear God: Trust, respect, honor Him

B. Serve God: God still has a work for us to do until we draw our last breath
      In Truth

      With ALL your heart

C. Consider His mercy, goodness, gentleness, the motivation for our obedience. He expects us to do what we are told.

8. (12: 25) Remind him of the consequences if he does NOT obey….he will be swept away!
Note the downward spiral of Romans 1:20-32 
20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse. 21 For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 22 Professing to be wise, they became fools, 23 and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible man and of birds and four-footed animals and crawling creatures. 24 Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, so that their bodies would be dishonored among them. 25 For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. 26 For this reason God gave them over to degrading passions; for their women exchanged the natural function for that which is unnatural, 27 and in the same way also the men abandoned the natural function of the woman and burned in their desire toward one another, men with men committing indecent acts and receiving in their own persons the due penalty of their error. 28 And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave them over to a depraved mind, to do those things which are not proper, 29 being filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice; they are gossips, 30 slanderers, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, 31 without understanding, untrustworthy, unloving, unmerciful; 32 and although they know the ordinance of God, that those who practice such things are worthy of death, they not only do the same, but also give hearty approval to those who practice them.
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