I SAMUEL – LESSON 5

“The Rising Star of David”

Pete DeLacy, Teacher


Have you ever been jealous of someone or something, afraid to loose that which you have or envious of what someone else has?  These are emotions that the Bible addresses.  As we study the character of Saul over these next few chapters that are in this week’s lesson, I believe that we can draw some lessons about envy and about jealousy from Saul, from Jonathan and from David.  The dictionary today, Webster’s, or Random House’s, or whosoever’s dictionary you might use today, often make jealousy and envy synonymous, uses them interchangeably.  But I believe that is a detriment to communication and a loss to the English language, because there is a distinction between being envious and being jealous, according to what we see in the Scripture.  In the New Testament there are two distinct Greek words that are used, but in the Hebrew there is just one Hebrew word, Qanah.  That word can be translated as either envy or jealousy, depending on the context.  In fact, it can even be translated as the word “evil”, depending on the context.  

If you studied through the Old Testament with us thus far up to the point of I Samuel, you might even have run across that part of the Scriptures that talks about God being a jealous God, Qanah.  It is important for us to know what that means if we are to understand God.  He is a jealous God, but He is not envious.  The distinction quite easily is that envy has to do with a strong passion or zeal towards what someone else has, whereas jealousy is a zeal towards what one has himself or herself.  Whereas jealousy is a zeal towards your own possessions, not wishing someone else to have it, envy is a zeal towards the possession of another, wishing to have it—at least in the sense of the English language some time ago and of the Hebrew as it is used in the Old Testament.  But it is that root word idea of “zeal” that’s the heart of both words that are used in translation.  Now why does that matter?  Well, I think it is important because when we get to the New Testament, and we see the word envy and we see the word jealous, that we understand that concept, because God is very, very clear to us about envy and about jealousy.  

For example, in Matthew 27:17-18, the Scripture says, “So when the people gathered together, Pilate said to them, ‘Whom do you want me to release for you?  Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?’  (18) For he knew that because of envy they had handed Him over.” [You see, they were envious of what Jesus had.  Jesus had popularity.  He had power.  He had the following of the people.  He seemed to have the blessing of God upon Him for the power with which He taught.  They were envious, and they did not want Him to have what He had.  They wanted it for themselves, or they at least wanted Him to lose it.]


In Mark 7:21-23, the Scripture says, “For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed the evil thoughts, fornications, thefts, murders, adulteries, (22) deeds of coveting and wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride and foolishness.  (23) All these evil things proceed from within and defile the man.”  [So envy is taught as something which defiles the man and is evil.  In fact, when you look in the New Testament concept, with those different Greek words that are there, envy is always evil.  It’s jealousy that can be either good or evil.]  

Just to continue with a few more scriptures, so that we have this concept of the distinction between the two.  Romans 1:28-32 says, “And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave them over to a depraved mind, to do those things which are not proper, ((29) being filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice; they are gossips, (30) slanderers, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, (31) without understanding, untrustworthy, unloving, unmerciful; (32) and although they know the ordinance of God, that those who practice such things are worthy of death, they not only do the same, but also give hearty approval to those who practice them.”


Paul wrote to the Philippians in Phil. 1:15.   “Some, to be sure, are preaching Christ even from envy and strife, but some also from good will.”  I Timothy 6:3 says, “ If anyone advocates a different doctrine and does not agree with sound words, those of our Lord Jesus Christ, and with the doctrine conforming to godliness, (4) he is conceited and understands nothing; but he has a morbid interest in controversial questions and disputes about words, out of which arise envy, strife, abusive language, evil suspicions, (5) and constant friction between men of depraved mind and deprived of the truth, who suppose that godliness is a means of gain.” 

I like to remember those verses as we talk about Saul, as we think about Saul from last week’s lesson where his motive, his ideas of a form of godliness that would be gain for him, as opposed to those being of depraved mind and deprived of the truth and having envy and strife and abusive language, evil suspicions as we will see in this weeks lesson.  Titus 3:3 says, “For we also once were foolish ourselves, disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various lusts and pleasures, spending our life in malice and envy, hateful, hating one another.”  The book of Titus goes on there, in that chapter, to talk about, “God saved us when we were that way.”  I Peter 2:1 says the same thing.  “Therefore, putting aside all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander.”   There is also ungodly evil and jealousy talked about.  


In II Corinthians 12:20, Paul writes, “For I am afraid that perhaps when I come I may find you to be not what I wish and may be found by you to be not what you wish; that perhaps there will be strife, jealousy, angry tempers disputes, slanders, gossip.”  The reason I’m reading these other verses is there are different Greek words behind there, and the concepts are very distinct, that the New Testament teaches against envy and teaches against this ungodly jealousy.  The deeds of the flesh, we talked in the last lesson about the fruit of the spirit including patience.  Right before the fruit of the Spirit, in Galatians 5:22, are the deeds of the flesh, starting in verse 19.  “Now the deeds of the flesh are evident,”… and it goes on and lists them.  In verse 21, it lists envying, and in verse 20 it mentions jealousy.  So clearly jealousy and envy are distinct characteristics or emotions that are a part of the makeup of mankind, and that both are said to be evil or deeds of the flesh in Galatians 5:19-21.  

James 3:14 says, “But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, do not be arrogant and so lie against the truth.” (16) “For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every evil thing.” [Just a contrast, and to show you there is godly jealousy, II Corinthians 11:2 says, (Paul writes to the Corinthian church)].  “For I am jealous for you and with a godly jealousy; for I betrothed you to one husband, so that to Christ I might present you as a pure virgin.”  That’s the kind of jealousy that’s a part of what it is when we say, “God is a jealous God.”  He has something, and He does not want to lose that.  So the idea of the jealousy of God is, “You are mine, Israel, and I’m not willing to share you with foreign gods.”  That’s the kind of jealousy that is a godly jealousy, even as Paul writes, “I have betrothed you; I don’t want to lose you; I don’t want you to commit fornications, and adultery, and all those things.  I want to present you a chaste, a pure virgin.”  


So the application to ourselves of the knowledge of what it means to be envious and jealous, and what the differences are should be evident, because of the strong New Testament teachings.  So knowing that, as I was reading and studying this lesson on these chapters, I Samuel 16-20, I believe the Holy Spirit kinda pricked my heart, and said, “Look at the example here, through Saul, Jonathan and David, of envy and jealousy, and the lack thereof, and what the differences are, because there are a great contrast between Saul and Jonathan, between Saul and David, and a great comparison between Jonathan and David, as you see how they are similar.


So let’s begin in chapter 16 and work our way through.  I’m going to go through Chapters16 and 17 rather quickly, and then camp a little more on 18, 19, and 20.  But let’s take a look at I Samuel 16:1.  Now we just left Saul going home to Ramah.  Samuel did not see Saul again (that’s right at end of chapter 15), and Samuel grieved over Saul.  You remember that from last week.  (1) “Now the Lord said to Samuel, ‘How long will you grieve over Saul, since I have rejected him from being king over Israel?  Fill your horn with oil and go; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have selected a king for Myself from among his sons.’”  

Do you remember when he told Saul, in 1 Samuel 13:14, “But now your kingdom shall not endure.”?  “The Lord has sought out for Himself a man after His own heart, and the Lord has appointed him as ruler over His people.”  At that time we didn’t know where that was coming from, but now we know.  He’s a descendant of Jesse the Bethlehemite.  Here goes Samuel, at the Lord’s bidding, to anoint him with oil.  Samuel, however, is a little afraid for his own life.  (2) “But Samuel said, ‘How can I go?  When Saul hears of it, he will kill me.’  And the Lord said, ‘Take a heifer with you, and say, “I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.”  (3) And you shall invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do;’”  [Remember, that is one of the distinction between Saul and Jonathan, and Saul and Samuel, is knowing from the Lord what to do rather than trusting in his own judgment.]  

(4) “So Samuel did what the Lord said, and came to Bethlehem.  And the elders of the city came trembling to meet him and said, ‘Do you come in peace?’” [Now why would they think that of the prophet of God, Samuel?  Why would they tremble and say, “Do you come in peace?”  I believe the word has gone out in Israel how he hacked king Agag to pieces, how he was the minister of justice and righteousness for the Lord in delivering the justice of God upon that sinner, Agag the king of the Amalekites.  So he comes, and they say, “Are you coming in peace?] (5) “And he said, ‘In peace; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.  Consecrate yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.’  He also consecrated Jesse and his sons, and invited them to the sacrifice.  (6) Then it came about when they entered, that he (Samuel) looked at Eliab and thought, ‘Surely the Lord’s anointed is before Him.’  (7) But the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.’” 

Remember, that’s what we said about Saul.  Here was this great big hunk of a man.  He was head and shoulders taller than everyone else, handsome in appearance; the way that man would look upon man, and say, “There must be our leader, the tall, good looking guy, not the little short shrimp kind of guy.”  What does Samuel do?  He looks at Eliab in the same way.  He says, “Surely this must be…”  But God reproves Samuel here and says, “Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his stature, because …God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”   

13:14, “The Lord has sought out for Himself a man after His own heart.” [God is looking for the heart.  He’s looking for your heart and for my heart.]  (8) “Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel.  And he said, ‘The Lord has not chosen this one either.’  (9) Next Jesse made Shammah pass by.  And he said, ‘The Lord has not chosen this one either.’  (10) Thus Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel.  But Samuel said to Jesse, ‘The Lord has not chosen these.’  (11) And Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Are these all the children?’  And he said, ‘There remains yet the youngest, and behold, he is tending the sheep.’  Then Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.’  (12) So he sent and brought him in.  Now he was ruddy, with beautiful eyes and a handsome appearance.  And the Lord said, ‘Arise, anoint him; for this is he.’” [That’s kind of interesting, because if David is handsome.  Saul was handsome.  God just got done saying, “Don’t look at the outward appearance.”  But yet here is that detail that he is handsome.  In other words, had he been paraded before Samuel, the temptation would have been to look on the outward appearance, and say, “Ah-ha, here is a handsome one!”  But David, being the young one, was relegated to be the tender of the sheep, and he wasn’t even at the sacrifice.  So the opportunity to look upon him the way man would look upon him was taken away. In God’s plan here, he said, “Ah-ha, here he is.”]  (13) “Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him (David) in the midst of his brothers; and the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward.  And Samuel arose and went to Ramah.” 

Now look at the great transition that occurs in v. 14.  “The Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward,” in v. 13.  Now big shift, in v. 14.  (14) “Now the Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from the Lord terrorized him.  (15) Saul’s servants then said to him, ‘Behold now, an evil spirit from God is terrorizing you.  (16) Let our lord now command your servants who are before you.  Let them seek a man who is a skillful player on the harp; and it shall come about when the evil spirit from God is on you, that he shall play the harp with his hand, and you will be well.’” [Now this should be a familiar story.  It should be something that you have heard before, if you have been in Sunday school and church, but many of you did not grow up in that tradition.  But the basic idea here is that God is going to orchestrate where His Spirit dwells and rests.  He’s had it on Saul, because that was the one chosen to be king.  Now that Spirit of God lifts up from Saul, and it comes upon David.  In place of that Spirit of God on Saul is this evil spirit that terrorizes him, and he needs soothing.  Now the way God puts David and Saul together is that he brings David onto the scene to be that harp player to sooth Saul when the evil spirit terrorizes him.  So they bring David in, and that is the rest of that chapter.] 

(23) “So it came about whenever the evil spirit from God came upon Saul, David would take the harp and play it with his hand; and Saul would be refreshed and be well, and the evil spirit would depart from him.”  [Now what I think that God is doing here is using David as an agent toward Saul, in order to knit David and Saul together, that Saul appreciates David for what relief he can bring him, because the closer He can bring David in the beginning, the stronger the contrast when he pursues David to kill him.  When David rises above Saul in stature with the people, then that bond is broken and makes that contrast all the more greater as we see Saul trying to cope with the feelings that come upon him because of his sin.  Of course, what is happening here is a result of the sin, which occurred in the last few chapters that we studied last week.  The kingdom has been torn from him and given to another.  Saul doesn’t know it yet, but David is that one.  



Chapter 17 has had so many sermons preached from it that I didn’t think I could find something fresh to talk about.  The story of David and Goliath is one of those Sunday school tales that most of us who ever went to Sunday school learned, among a few other Old Testament stories.  But what is going to happen as a result of the story of David and Goliath is pivotal to the rest of what we see about David and Saul.  And that is that Saul and his army are camped on one side of a valley with the Philistine army on the other side of the valley, this creek between there, and this giant of a man, and this Philistine from Gath, comes out and taunts the Israelites. And they do not come over and do anything.  They do not come and take care of this uncircumcised Philistine who is taunting the army of the living God.  

David finds that a bit distressing.  He finds that an affront to God’s character, and he confronts this Philistine, as you know, with a sling and smooth stones from a creek bed.  He slays Goliath with one stone.  That act alone takes David from being the harp player who smoothes Saul and elevates him in the eyes of all the rest of Israel to provoke Saul to think ill of David.  It’s thinking well of David when they are working together and he’s helping him, and now David ends up with much higher regard by the people.  In fact they sing a little song, (18:7) “Saul has slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands.”  And what happens is David finds favor with the Lord, and he continues to prosper with everything that he does, including defeating the Philistines.  Saul has not been able to do that, and now David has been given that by God.  Saul did defeat the Philistines, did he not?  That’s why they sing, “Saul has slain his thousands.”  But David seems to have done so much more.  That’s got to provoke some feelings in Saul of envy of what David has.  David has the adulation of the people, and Saul is in second place in their eyes.  So Saul is envious of what David has.  


But there is another emotion that goes on in Chapter 18.  We are in the chapter where we have Jonathan.  I am going to deal with them one at a time.  The first thing that happens in Chapter 18 is that we have this: (1) “Jonathan was knit to the soul of David, and Jonathan loved David as himself.” [Jonathan made a covenant with David because he loved him as himself.  Jonathan stripped himself of the robe and gave it to David, along with his armor and his sword.  In that, there was an exchange of identities.  If you haven’t studied it, you need to get the course on Covenants, and study it and learn all about covenants.  This is one lesson in that study of covenants, about the exchanging of identity.  In fact, when Jonathan gives David his coat, and David puts Jonathan’s coat on him, when people would see that coat, they would say, “Ah-ha, there is Jonathan.”  So there was an identification of the two together.  When Jonathan says, “Here take all my weapons,” he is essentially saying, “I’ll give you my strength.  I’ll take on your enemies, and you take on my enemies,” a knitting together of the two.  That is important for later in the chapter, and in the following chapters as well.  


(5) “So David went out wherever Saul sent him, and prospered; and Saul set him over the men of war.  And it was pleasing in the sight of all the people and also in the sight of Saul’s servants.” [Then we have that episode in vv. 6-7, about the women singing about Saul having slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands.  Then look at verse 8 and the emotions that we have.] (8) “Then Saul became very angry, for this saying displeased him; (It was evil in his eyes.) and he said, ‘They have ascribed to David ten thousands, but to me they have ascribed thousands.  Now what more can he have but the kingdom?’” [Now, what has God said?  God has already told Saul he has torn the kingdom out of his hands.  God has already said to Saul, “Your kingdom will not endure.”  Yet here comes a man who Saul suspects as being the anointed one, the one that God would choose—or does he?  Perhaps he only sees that David is so popular that the people would elect him as king.  But we know better; it’s not a democracy, it’s a theocracy.  God will choose who will be king.  In that monarchy where one stands before, theocracy still is there because God is choosing who will be the king, the monarch, the one who stands in front.  


(9) “Saul looked at David with suspicion from that day on.” [He eyes him from that day on with suspicion.  He looks at him in just a little bit different way than he looked at him before.] (10) “Now it came about on the next day that an evil spirit from God came mightily upon Saul, and he raved in the midst of the house, while David was playing the harp with his hand, as usual; and a spear was in Saul’s hand.” [Now here is the agency and opportunity to do away with this man Saul thinks is going to usurp his throne.] (11) “And Saul hurled the spear, for he thought, ‘I will pin David to the wall.’  But David escaped from his presence twice.”  Now v. 8 said that Saul became very angry.  V. 9 said that Saul looked at David with suspicion from that day on.  Look what happens in v. 12.  “Now Saul was afraid of David,” [He has moved from anger to suspicion to fear.] “for the Lord was with him (David), but had departed from Saul.  (13) Therefore Saul removed him from his presence, and appointed him as his commander of a thousand; and he went out and came in before the people. (14) And David was prospering in all his ways for the Lord was with him. (15) When Saul saw that he was prospering greatly,” [Now here is another emotion in v. 15] he dreaded him.”  He’s gone from anger to suspicion to fear, and now dread.  Dread is an idea that—you know what it is like.  Many of you that were in school, and were good or didn’t do so well in a particular subject, dreaded the time when a test would come on something that you could not do well at.  There was just this sense of pressure and weight and despair that can come upon you.  He dreaded David, because every time he would see David he would see someone that the people liked more, and it seemed that God liked more than himself.  


The contrast between Saul is laid out in v. 16.  “But all Israel and Judah loved David, and he went out and came in before them.” [Saul knows that he is losing the kingdom.  He has understood that David has God’s favor.  He might or might not understand that this is the Lord’s anointed, but he suspects that David is going to take his throne.  So Saul, an angry, suspicious, fearful man who dreads David’s presence, hatches a plot.  You know it is a plot, because if he is afraid and dreads David, why else would he offer his daughter, except for a plot, a snare?] (17) “Then Saul said to David, ‘Here is my older daughter Merab; I will give her to you as a wife, only be a valiant man for me and fight the Lord’s battles.’” [He’s already doing that.  This is not really a condition.] “For Saul thought, (here is his motivation) ‘My hand shall not be against him, but let the hand of the Philistines be against him.’” [Oh, this motivation will come back to haunt David much later, because in II Samuel, when he spies Bathsheba and he finds out she is married to one Uriah the Hittite, he decides to send Uriah out into battle and let the hand of the Ammonites be against him, to free him from what gets in the way of his plans.]  


(18) “But David said to Saul, “Who am I, and what is my life or my father’s family in Israel, that I should be the king’s son-in-law?’  (19) So it came about at the time when Merab, Saul’s daughter, should have been given to David, that she was given to Adriel the Meholathite for a wife.  (20) Now Michal, Saul’s daughter, loved David.  When they told Saul, the thing was agreeable to him. (21) Saul thought, (here comes his plot again.) ‘I will give her to him that she may become a snare to him, and that the hand of the Philistines may be against him.’” [So he is finding another way to get the Philistines to kill David for him.] “Therefore Saul said to David, ‘For a second time you may be my son-in-law today.’ (22) Then Saul commanded his servants, ‘Speak to David secretly, saying ‘Behold, the king delights in you,’” [Now that’s a lie.  He dreads David; he does not delight in David.] “and all his servants love you; now therefore, become the king’s son-in-law.’” 

Now it is true that the king’s servants loved him.  We saw that a little earlier in the chapter, about  how he prospered, and (5) “… it was pleasing in the sight of all the people and also in the sight of Saul’s servants.” [So that part is true, but the part about Saul delighting in him, is a flat, bold lie.]  (23) “So Saul’s servants spoke these words to David.  But David said, ‘Is it trivial in your sight to become the king’s son-in-law, since I am a poor man and lightly esteemed?’” [What does it have to do with being poor?  Well, in the marriage custom of the day, when the woman is betrothed, there is the issue of the exchange of value.  The wife brings a dowry, but there is quite often a payment to the father in recompense for having taken away that daughter, because she is, in the poorer families, a worker in the fields, and that is a valuable farm hand that he is selling, if you will.  So there is often an exchange of value in that marriage custom.  “I am a poor man and lightly esteemed.  How should I become son-in-law of the king?”  


(24) “And the servants of Saul reported to him according to these words which David spoke.  (25) Saul then said, ‘Thus you shall say to David, “The king does not desire any dowry except a hundred foreskins of the Philistines, to take vengeance on the king’s enemies.”’” [Now, haven’t we seen that in that whole incident with Jonathan and the honey?  What it he gave that oath about now eating?  I Samuel 14:24, “Cursed be the man who eats food before evening, and until I have avenged myself on my enemies.”  Here he is again talking about how he is going to get vengeance on his enemies through David bringing a hundred foreskins to him.  So Saul planned to make David fall by the hand of the Philistines.  (26) “When his servants told David these words, it pleased David to become the king’s son-in-law.  Before the days had expired” [Now, this in terms of this marriage kind of custom, about how long it will be before you get the daughter, and when you pay for her.]  (27) “David rose up and went, he and his men, and struck down two hundred men among the Philistines.  Then David brought their foreskins, (double the number that was asked for), and they gave them in full number to the king, that he might become the king’s son-in-law.  So Saul gave him Michal his daughter for a wife.  (28) When Saul saw and knew that the Lord was with David, and that Michal, Saul’s daughter, loved him (here is another emotion out of Saul), then Saul was even more afraid of David.” [In other words, his plot to have the Philistines kill David, because David was trying to go get something as a dowry for the daughter, Michal, and David has now thwarted that plot, has done more than what was asked of him, has come back safely, and Michal, his daughter, loves David, he knows the bond between that husband and wife might well be stronger than the bond between father and daughter.]  


(29) “Then Saul was even more afraid of David.  Thus Saul was David’s enemy continually.” [Now what is going on here that we have to understand is that Saul is not operating within the context of what God wants.  Saul is operating in the human, in the flesh, totally within himself.  He’s fearful, he is suspicious, he dreads David.  He’s even more afraid.  He’s his enemy, because he doesn’t recognize that if God has chosen this man as the king and rejected this man as the king, that under God, that’s the end of it.  Saul is envious of what David is about to get, and at the same time he has an evil jealousy for the kingdom.  He has an evil jealousy for himself being king.  He doesn’t want to lose what he has, and certainly not to David.  So Saul is operating in this ungodly manner.  Remember, the Spirit of God has come off of Saul and is now on David.  What Saul only has is torment from an evil spirit, and it’s driving him farther and farther and farther down into more and more sin, farther and farther from God.
                In the next chapter, Chapter 19, he’s now got a problem with his son.  He’s got a problem with his daughter, Michal, because Michal loves David.  We know from earlier in Chapter 18, that Jonathan loves David as himself and has a covenant with him.  (1) “Now Saul told Jonathan his son and all his servants to put David to death.” [What is Jonathan’s problem?  Jonathan’s problem is he has made a blood covenant with David to take on his enemies.  We know that Saul is continually David’s enemy.]  “But Jonathan, Saul’s son, greatly delighted in David.” [Saul had told a lie when he said, “Go tell David the king delights in you.”  That was a lie.  The truth is Jonathan delights in David.]  (2) “So Jonathan told David saying, ‘Saul my father is seeking to put you to death.  Now therefore, please be on guard in the morning, and stay in a secret place and hide yourself.’” [He concocts a plot to try to help things here.] (3) “And I will go out and stand beside my father in the field where you are, and I will speak with my father about you; if I find out anything then I will tell you.’” [I will protect you over pleasing my father.  So already the concept of love here and the justice of things has got both Saul’s son, Jonathan, and his daughter, Michal, on David’s team against him.  Saul is just going to go farther down hill.]  

(4) “Then Jonathan spoke well of David to Saul his father and said to him, ‘Do not let the king sin against his servant David, since he has not sinned against you,” [there is no justice here, Saul; no justice, father.] “and since his deeds have been very beneficial to you.” (They have been good for you.) (5) “For he took his life in his hand and struck the Philistine, and the Lord brought about a great deliverance for all Israel; you saw it and rejoiced.  Why then will you sin against innocent blood, by putting David to death without a cause?” 
               This is the same basic circumstance that Jonathan and Saul went through.  Can you see how Jonathan can emphasize with David?  Jonathan had brought about great deliverance in Israel by defeating the Philistines, and yet Saul sought to put him to death because he violated Daddy’s command to not eat anything.  The people saw the injustice of it, and said, “He shall not die.”  Jonathan sees the injustice here, with Saul saying, “Put David to death,” when David has done nothing but good for Israel and operated in no way except in the way that God would want him.  It is no sin against God.  (6) “Saul listened to the voice of Jonathan, and Saul vowed, ‘As the Lord lives, he shall not be put to death.’” [Now if Saul has anything at all about him, it’s the contradiction of saying one thing and doing another.  Here he is vowing never to kill David, but he doesn’t intend that at all.   He’s going to be right back in that situation soon after.  (8) “When there was war again, David went out and fought with the Philistines and defeated them with great slaughter, so that they fled before him.  (9) Now there was an evil spirit from the Lord on Saul as he was sitting in his house with his spear in his hand, and David was playing the harp with his hand.  (10) And Saul tried to pin David to the wall with the spear, but he slipped away out of Saul’s presence, so that he stuck the spear into the wall.  And David fled and escaped that night.”  
                 Three times now David has escaped the spear of Saul, and he flees.  David flees.  He’s not going to kill Saul.  He’s just going to escape Saul’s wrath.  He goes out of Saul’s presence.  Saul tried to pin him to the wall.  David simply got away.  (11) “Then Saul sends messengers to David’s house to watch him, in order to put him to death in the morning…”  [Remember, he just lied up in v. 6, and said he should not be put to death.  So here he is trying to kill him again.  Now another of Saul’s children protects David.  Michal, Saul’s daughter, David’s wife, helps him to escape.  I am not going to read all the verses of the rest of the chapter about that escape, because the point is already well made that there is a justice in David living and an injustice in Saul trying to kill him.  Michal takes care of that for him and helps him escape.  
               (18) “Now David fled and escaped and came to Samuel at Ramah, and told him all that Saul had done to him.  And he and Samuel went and stayed in Naioth.” [Now this is interesting, because remember that Saul begged Samuel to return to him that he might worship, and Samuel left him, and said, “No, I won’t see you again until the day of your death.  I’m going off away from you.”  David comes to Samuel, and Samuel goes with David--another instance in the life of David that causes Saul to hate him, to be envious of him.  (19) “And it was told Saul, saying, ‘Behold, David is at Naioth in Ramah.’  (20) Then Saul sent messengers to take David, but when they saw the company of the prophets prophesying, with Samuel standing and presiding over them, the Spirit of God came upon the messengers of Saul; and they also prophesied.” [That happened once, v. 21, and it happened a second and a third time.  (22) “Then he (Saul) himself went … and he asked and said, ‘Where are Samuel and David?’   And someone said, ‘Behold, they are at Naioth in Ramah.’  (23) “And he proceeded there to Naioth in Ramah; and the Spirit of God came upon him also, so that he went along prophesying continually until he came to Naioth in Ramah.  (24)  And he (Saul) also stripped off his clothes, and he too prophesied before Samuel and lay down naked all that day and all that night.  Therefore they say, ‘Is Saul also among the prophets?’” 
                The Spirit of God can change a man.  We saw that before.  If you go back in our story with Saul and his rising to power, 1 Samuel 10:6, Samuel is saying that the Spirit of the Lord will come upon him and, then what happens is that God changes Saul’s heart, in v. 9.  “And all those signs came upon him,” and then the Spirit of God came upon him, and he prophesied.”  That passage is 1 Samuel 10:9-12, and there also is the proverb, “Is Saul also among the prophets?”  We see that again at the end of Chapter 19.  God can take anyone, even Saul, and with his Spirit coming upon him, cause him to do as the Lord wills.  The problem with Saul is, because he has rejected God in not obeying His commandments, God has rejected him from being king.  God will have His way.  God will take care of this envious, jealous, angry, fearful, dreadful man, and David will become king.

                 1 Samuel 20:1 says, “Then David fled from Naioth in Ramah, and came and said to Jonathan, ‘What have I done?  What is my iniquity?  And what is my sin before your father, that he is seeking my life?’” [David knows that he hasn’t done anything; he can’t figure it out, because the issue is not with David.  The issue is with Saul.  Saul envies David for what David has in terms of popularity and prosperity with the people, and he is jealous for his own kingdom, and he doesn’t want to lose it to David.  The issue is with Saul.]  (2) “And he said to him, ‘Far from it, you shall not die.  Behold, my father does nothing either great or small without disclosing it to me.  So why should my father hide this thing from me?  It is not so!’” [In other words, I will find out and I will protect you.]  (3) “Yet David vowed again, saying, ‘Your father knows well that I have found favor in your sight, and he has said, “Do not let Jonathan know this, or he will be grieved.”  But truly as the Lord lives and as your soul lives, there is hardly a step between me and death.’” 
             David despairs; he doesn’t think that Saul will trust Jonathan with that information.]  (4) “Then Jonathan said to David, ‘Whatever you say, I will do for you.’  (5) So David said to Jonathan, (here is the new plan) ‘Behold tomorrow is the new moon, and I ought to sit down to eat with the king.’” [Now remember, the Jewish system of worship established with the law and with the tabernacle, they celebrated certain days and feast and times of the year.  Besides going up for Passover and Pentecost and Booths and those other feast that we study in the law, they also celebrate the new moon.  At the new moon there is a festival, a feast.  So he ought to go be eating with the king at the start of the month, the new moon.] “But let me go, that I may hide myself in the field until the third evening.” [In other words, I’m not going to go for several days.]  “If your father misses me at all, then say, (Here is the excuse, my plan.) ‘David earnestly asked leave of me to run to Bethlehem his city, because it is the yearly sacrifice there for the whole family.’” [So Jonathan says, “Okay, this is a good plan.”  He’s going to go execute it.  Listen for what David’s response is.  (7) “If he says, ‘It is good,’ your servant will be safe; but if he is very angry, know that he has decided on evil.’” [In other words, he wants him to come to the feast.  This is kinda interesting to me, because when Jonathan and his armor bearer were going up to attack the Philistines outpost, they say, “Listen, if he says stay there, we’ll stay here; but if he says come on up, lets go, we’ll know what the Lord has decided.”  [So once again David here is following that pattern, and saying, “I will know by his response what’s in his heart, and what the Lord really has intended here.]  (8) ‘Therefore deal kindly with your servant, for you have brought your servant into a covenant of the Lord with you.  But if there is iniquity in me, put me to death yourself; for why then should you bring me to your father?’  (9) “And Jonathan said, ‘Far be it from you!  For if I should indeed learn that evil has been decided by my father to come upon you, then would I not tell you about it?’” 
               David knows that there is a covenant.  Jonathan knows that there is a covenant.  I think David is being a little distrustful of Jonathan here because he is fearful of Saul.  He knows that Saul intends to kill him.  He knows that Jonathan is Saul’s son.  I think that David is concerned that Jonathan’s father-son relationship might even be stronger than this brother relationship they have in covenant.  I think Jonathan exhibits the greater faithfulness here in saying, “Wait a minute; we are in covenant.  I know that you have reminded me of that.  Trust me.  I am in covenant with you.  I love you as myself.  I will protect you from your enemy, my father.”  That’s an important thing to understand about the power and strength and seriousness of what a covenant is.  When God makes a covenant, that covenant lasts and endures and is the basic motivator for what He does, because He is a covenant keeping God.  And the covenant that He makes with you and me He will keep, no matter what our enemies have planned.  So the story is, of course, that they are going to go out in the field and shoot arrows.  They are going to say, “If it goes beyond you, (one thing), and if it comes short, (there is another).”  The details there you have studied, and I don’t need to go through all those details of what the verses say.  But there are important things to note in the chapter that are valuable to us here.  (14) “If I am still alive, will you not show me the lovingkindness of the Lord, that I may not die?  (14) And you shall not cut off your lovingkindness from my house forever, not even when the Lord cuts off every one of the enemies of David from the face of the earth.” [Now this is Jonathan speaking to David.  “Lovingkindness” is a covenant word.  It chesedh; it’s the kind of love that’s a part of the covenant.  So this is covenant language.  It’s a repeat of v. 8, where they talk about that covenant.]

              (16) “So Jonathan made a covenant with the house of David, saying, (with the house of David, a covenant extending beyond David to his descendants), ‘May the Lord require it at the hands of David’s enemies.’  (17) So Jonathan made David vow again because of his love for him, because he loved him as he loved his own life.” [The strength of the covenant bond between Jonathan and David here is the essence of why Jonathan is going with David against his father, Saul.  And I believe that the hearts are knit together because they are one heart toward the Lord, that both of them would depend upon the Lord.  Jonathan, when he and his armor bearer attacked the Philistines, and David, when he goes up against Goliath on his own, risking his own personal life against the Philistine army for the sake of the people of Israel.  They had that companionship, that fellowship that exists, because they had that same heart toward God.  Where as Saul is concerned about himself, taking vengeance on his own enemies, and boosting his own image in the sight of the people, and apparently, he thinks, in God’s sight.  Because what he is doing is against God; it is not for God if he’s after David.  
              So, of course, what happens is that Saul is still out to kill David, and Jonathan gets him that word.  But that covenant that they made is a forever covenant.  (23) “As for the agreement of which you and I have spoken, behold, the Lord is between you and me forever.” [The Lord is the witness.  In covenant practice they sometimes set us a pile of stones, sometimes they plant a tree, sometimes they dig a well; sometimes they do something else, and they say, “This will be the witness.  Whenever we see this, it will remind us of that covenant promise.”  Here the Lord is the witness between them, forever and ever; not some pile of stones or tree or some other thing.  The story is that David finds out that Saul still desires to kill him.  In fact Saul’s desire to kill David is so strong, look at v.32.  (32) “But Jonathan answered Saul his father and said to him, ‘Why should he be put to death?  What has he done?’ (33) Then Saul hurled his spear at him (Jonathan) to strike him down; so Jonathan knew that his father had decided to put David to death.” [Why?  Jonathan was in covenant with David, had taken on David’s enemies.  It seemed Saul understood that as well, because he is going to take on Jonathan as if he were David.  He has three times tried to stick David to the wall with his spear, and now he tries the same thing with his covenant partner, Jonathan.  His fear, his anger, his suspicions, his dread of David, extends now to his own son that he tries to kill him with his spear.] 
              (34) “Then Jonathan arose from the table in fierce anger, and did not eat food on the second day of the new moon, for he was grieved over David because his father had dishonored him.” [Jonathan anger at this point is a righteous anger.  The New Testament says, “Be angry and sin not; and do not let the sun go down on your anger.”  It is not a sin to be angry, for God is angry in a righteous way, when He judges.  Here Jonathan’s anger, I believe, is a righteous anger, for he knows that David is innocent, and that Saul is unjustly trying to kill him.  He’s grieved over what his father has done.]  
                So Jonathan goes out, and he lets David know what the decision is of his father.  (40) “Then Jonathan gave his weapons to his lad and said to him, ‘Go, bring them to the city.’” [That was to get rid of the lad out in the field when shooting the arrows.]  (41) “When the lad was gone, David rose from the south side and fell on his face to the ground, and bowed three times.  And they kissed each other and wept together, but David wept the more.” [Now why would that be?  Why would there be weeping?  Weeping, because, I think, not only is Jonathan grieved over what Saul, his father, is doing to David, but I believe David is grieved that Jonathan had to choose between his father and himself, that Jonathan had to make that choice at all, that Saul would try to kill his own son, Jonathan, because he was trying to protect an innocent man, David.]  (42) “And Jonathan said to David, ‘Go in safety, inasmuch as we have sworn to each other in the name of the Lord, saying, “The Lord will be between me and you, and between my descendants and your descendants forever.”” [Let that be the basis of our continual relationship.]  “Then he rose and departed, while Jonathan went into the city.”

               This covenant promise between David and Jonathan will play out down the road, after Jonathan and Saul are killed.  To Jonathan’s descendants the fulfillment of this covenant, watch for it when we get to II Samuel.  But God is a covenant keeping God.  The covenant that David and Jonathan made between each other would overcome anything that Saul felt or wanted to do, Saul’s evil thoughts and intentions, his jealousy, his envy that were both evil, would be overcome by the lovingkindness, the chesedh, the lovingkindness of the covenant between David and Jonathan.  He has already protected David thus far, and he will continue to do so.  Saul will not kill the Lord’s anointed.  Jonathan has a great affinity for David.  They are very much alike, and both are a great contrast to this man Saul.  
              I believe that Saul is a shining example of someone that could have had so very, very much, but lost it all out of envy and jealousy.  He lost his kingdom, and he’s really, for all practical purposes, lost his son.  It’ll play out at the end of this book.  The day that Saul dies, Jonathan will die too, and all because, I believe, of the sins of Saul.  The downward spiral of Saul’s sin is going to take him farther than he ever wanted to go, than he ever could have imagined.  It will get worse and worse.  Jealousy and envy are evil twins, if you will, or twin evils, whichever way you would like to say it.  They expend energy that could be used for the glory of God into the destruction of another person, destruction of self.  They’ll drag you down.  

We have to be concerned about that, and ask ourselves that question, “Where do we stand with regard to envy and jealousy?  Do we understand what that can do to us, if we are envious and if we have an evil jealousy in us?  What could jealousy do to us?  How bad could it get?  Let me ask you, what do you envy?  Power?  Wealth?  Something that someone else has that causes you to have anger, suspicion, fear, dread?  What do you have that you are jealous over, that is yours?  What do you have that is yours, or has God given you everything that is really God’s?  And what are you jealous over it for?   If you were jealous about your salvation, you wouldn’t want someone else to have it, because you’ve got it.  That certainly can’t be the kind of thing that God would want for us.  You should not envy someone else’s peace, or so-called peace, that comes from transcendental meditation, or Hinduism, or Confusionism, or whatever they say they have found that is giving them peace.  Don’t be envious of those kinds of things.  That is not what God wants.  And don’t be jealous of what God has given you, the grace that He has poured out upon you in salvation, and the peace that He has given you, and the love that He has given you.  That is to be shared.  

If God has given you something, it’s yours to be a steward over.  It is God’s; you should not be jealous over it.  Why else did Jesus tell us about sharing?  If you have two cloaks, and you see a man without a cloak, give him one of yours.  Don’t be jealous over the cloak.  God gave it to you anyway, that you would prosper.  It is He who makes rich.  It is He that lifts up.  It is He who appoints kings.  
              The example of Michal and Jonathan—don’t be jealous over your children.  They’re not yours anyway. God gave them to you as a gift.  You are going to raise them, and they are going to go out on their own, as the Bible says.  Remember, “A man shall leave his mother and father and cleave to his wife.”  The relationship between husband and wife ought to be a stronger relationship than that between father and son, just as it comes out here, brother to brother with Jonathan and David, stronger than the bond between father and son.  They are not yours; they are God’s.  They are yours to take care of until the time when God moves them off into the ministry of their own kind.  I try not to be jealous, and I try not to be envious, because I don’t want to become a man like Saul.  I don’t want to be eaten up inside with feelings of anger, with fear, with dread when I see someone who I think ill of. 
              What about you?  What about you?  How do you look at what God has given you?  Are they things to be grasped, things to be possessed forever?  Or do you hold them with an open hand, knowing that they were a gift from God to be used by you as a steward for the glory of God?  That whatever you have is truly something that God has given you, and not something to be grasped?  Jesus Himself, in Philippians 2:6, says that He did not consider being equal with God, or equality with God, a thing to be grasped, but let it go voluntarily, in order to come and serve us.  That’s the attitude that Paul says, in Philippians, that we are to have ourselves, that we should humble ourselves and serve others.  Saul was as self-centered a man as you could ever want to see.  At this point in his life, he is consumed with himself and destruction to anybody who would challenge whatever he has, or what he wants, or what he thinks he ought to have.  Let’s be sure that none of that creeps into our lives, so that we can be obedient to I Timothy 6, as we talked about that early in this teaching.  I said, “Remember that.  Remember that when we come back to it.”  Be like Job.  Job who in Job1:21 said, “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked I shall return there.  The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away.  Blessed be the name of the Lord.”  Let’s pray.

             Father in heaven, let me not grasp the things you have given me, to be jealous over them.  Let me not be envious of what you have given to someone else, but let us rejoice, Father, in what you have bestowed upon us.  Father, help me to be more like David and Jonathan.  Keep me, Father from being like Saul.  We ask these things, Father, in the name of Jesus, Your Son.  Amen.
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