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LOVING-KINDNESS

Hesed
חֶסֶד (ḥesed) kindness, loving-kindness, mercy (kjv). steadfast love, loyalty (rsv), lovingkindness, kindness, love (nasb), unfailing love. (niv)

ḥesed is practiced in an ethically binding relationship of relatives, hosts, allies, friends and rulers. It is fidelity to covenantal obligations. While a loving relationship is present, the ḥesed is freely given. “Freedom of decision” is essential. The central feature is that the help is vitally needed, someone is in a position to help, and the helper does so in his own freedom. The care of Saul’s body by the men of Jabesh-Gilead seems clearly to have been a free act of kindness. God’s love is not merely a factor in a covenant, rather the covenant is the sign and expression of his love.
Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament
FAITHFULNESS: hesed is associated with endurance, that which stands firm, can be trusted, stable amid the unsettling circumstances of life, realized that God’s truth has established them (Ps 119:30). We have a deeply rooted reliance upon God, because of His justice and wisdom in running the universe.
ELECTION & PRESERVATION: God’s choosing of Israel was a matter of pure grace. Abraham returned human hesed (loyal love: service, action, and responsibility) for God’s hesed.  Abraham had a destiny to fulfill as God promised to faithfully, lovingly preserve His people for His ultimate purposes (Ps 138:8).
SALVATION: God’s unfailing love (hesed) sometimes refers to a spiritual salvation rather than a physical deliverance (Ps 119:41). The emphasis is not on removal from this life, but the idea of God’s liberating power that breaks the bonds of earthly oppression and set His people free. The work of salvation is to bring healing, relief, and victory to those weighed down by the debilitating cares and concerns of the here and now….such as Matthew 25:31-46, “I was hungry and you gave me something to eat; thirsty and you gave me something to drink; I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me; I was sick and you looked after me; I was in prison and you came to visit me.” The basis of the Savior’s judgment is involvement in the lives of the needy.
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Psalm 136

1 Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, 


For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 

2 Give thanks to the God of gods, 



For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 

3 Give thanks to the Lord of lords, 



For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 

4 To Him who alone does great wonders, 


For His lovingkindness is everlasting; 

5 To Him who made the heavens with skill, 


For His lovingkindness is everlasting; 

6 To Him who spread out the earth above the waters, 
For His lovingkindness is everlasting; 

7 To Him who made the great lights, 



For His lovingkindness is everlasting: 

8 The sun to rule by day, 




For His lovingkindness is everlasting, 

9 The moon and stars to rule by night, 


For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 

10 To Him who smote the Egyptians in their firstborn, 
For His lovingkindness is everlasting, 

11 And brought Israel out from their midst, 


For His lovingkindness is everlasting, 

12 With a strong hand and an outstretched arm, 

For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 

13 To Him who divided the Red Sea asunder, 

For His lovingkindness is everlasting, 

14 And made Israel pass through the midst of it, 

For His lovingkindness is everlasting; 

15 But He overthrew Pharaoh and his army in the Red Sea, For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 

16 To Him who led His people through the wilderness, 
For His lovingkindness is everlasting; 

17 To Him who smote great kings, 



For His lovingkindness is everlasting, 

18 And slew mighty kings, 




For His lovingkindness is everlasting: 

19 Sihon, king of the Amorites, 



For His lovingkindness is everlasting, 

20 And Og, king of Bashan, 




For His lovingkindness is everlasting, 

21 And gave their land as a heritage, 



For His lovingkindness is everlasting, 

22 Even a heritage to Israel His servant, 


For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 

23 Who remembered us in our low estate, 


For His lovingkindness is everlasting, 

4 And has rescued us from our adversaries, 


For His lovingkindness is everlasting; 

25 Who gives food to all flesh, 



For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 

26 Give thanks to the God of heaven, 


For His lovingkindness is everlasting.

STORK Hebrew word, hasida, rooted in hesed, “loving-kindness”), Its Hebrew name reflects the character of the bird which is noted for its special kindness to its young. They return to Israel each spring to occupy their old nests. One account tells of a stork’s devotion during a raging fire in the city of Delft. After unsuccessful attempts to carry off her young, she chose to remain and perish with them rather than leave them to their fate alone. While the stork is distinguished for her affection, the ostrich is noted for her indifference to her young. 








