ETHICAL WILLS
 Lasting Testimonies
If you were to die today, and two hundred years from now one of your descendants wanted to find out whether or not you were a man or woman of faith, could that fact be determined from an examination of official records and documents that you left behind?
[image: image1.wmf]
Being weak of body but of sound and perfect memory (praised be Almighty God for the same) Knowing the uncertainty of this present life and being desirous to settle that outward Estate that the Lord hath lent me I do make this my last Will and testament. First and principally, I commend my soul to Almighty God my Creator hoping to receive full pardon and remission of all my sins and salvation through the merits of Jesus Christ my Creator and my Redeemer: And my body to the Earth to be decently buried with such charges as to the Overseers of this my last Will and Testament hereafter named shall be thought helpful and convenient

---John Winslow, Pilgrim 1674

If I had left you all the wealth in the world and had not left you a faith in Jesus Christ, you would be of all people most destitute. This is all the inheritance I give to my dear family. The religion of Christ will give you one which will make you rich indeed. 
Patrick Henry, 1798
I bequeath to God a soul polluted with many sins, but I hope purified by repentance, and I trust redeemed by Jesus Christ.
  Samuel Johnson, 1703
 Being of sound mind and memory, being confident and secure of eternal life with my Lord & Savior, Jesus Christ, but mindful of the certainty of this physical life, knowing that my trust is not in material things but in the Lord Jesus Christ who is the Provider and Sustainer of all things, and knowing that the true inheritance is everlasting life in His Presence, and desiring this for those I leave behind, in order to be a good steward of the material blessings He has provided I do hereby make this my last will and testament

Julie Holt

  In addition to leaving behind my material goods to my beneficiaries, hoping that such goods may profit them during the short time they have in this world, I wish also to leave behind some spiritual goods as first given by the Lord Jesus Christ in Matthew 22:37: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind,” hoping that all who read or hear this, my Last Will and Testament, might, by following the Lord’s Great Commandment, lay up for themselves treasures in Heaven that will assist them for eternity.

_____________________

Having now disposed of my material goods, which are only temporary, I wish to remind all who read or hear this, my Last Will and Testament, that the only way to spiritual goods and treasure in Heaven, which will last for eternity, is through accepting Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, and by asking Him to forgive your sins and to save you; for, as recorded in Acts 4:12, “Neither is there salvation in any other; for there is no other name under Heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.”

 I, ____________, a servant of Jesus Christ through Whom I  have obtained access to God's grace, rejoicing in my hope of sharing the  glory of God, and in anticipation of my entry into the Kingdom of Heaven, do make this Will disposing of my worldly possessions. Amen. 

STATEMENT OF FAITH

1.- I believe in the most wise, righteous, and gracious God, creator of  heaven and Earth, Who has given me salvation through Jesus Christ and Who has proclaimed His love for this world through the Holy Scriptures. 

2.- I believe in God the Father Almighty and His only Son, Jesus  Christ, born of the virgin Mary.  I believe in the sinless life of Jesus, His miracles, His atoning death and His resurrection and His ascension to the right hand of God.  I believe in the resurrection and the life everlasting.  I warmly and lovingly commend the Savior to my dear family and urge each one to yield to His Lordship this day. 
STATEMENT OF LOVE, FORGIVENESS, AND ENCOURAGEMENT

1.- To my precious family, I express my deep, unyielding love, for they  were a great part of my life.  Whatever transgressions they have committed - which I have not previously forgiven - know that they are, through the grace of God, forgiven.  In like manner, I beseech each and every one in my family whom I might have offended to forgive me, drawing upon the riches of God's outrageous grace to put any and all such iniquities under the blood of the perfect Lamb of God, Who takes away the sin of the world. 

2.- I have had many trying experiences in my life and I know that only through the power, strength, and the abiding presence of the Holy Spirit of God, have I been sustained.  Consequently when any of my family face these and similar difficulties and heartaches, I urge each one to turn at once to Christ Jesus, His Holy Word, and the fellowship of the redeemed, His Church for help and succor. 
Furthermore, I would ask and even urge each of my three children, grandchildren, and progeny down to the tenth generation, to live unashamedly and gladly for our Savior, Jesus Christ and in active, regular fellowship with His Church, giving generously to the cause of Christ, daily reading His Word, sharing boldly the Good News of Christ with others, and serving humbly the needy, both far and near. Amen.
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