2 SAMUEL – LESSON 8

“Would You Be King?”
Kay Arthur, Teacher

Let me ask you a very personal question.  Would you be king?  I mean, would you have things your way?  Would you bring to yourself riches and honor?  Would you desire to exalt yourself?  Would you be king, the ruler of your life?  That’s what we want to talk about today.  Before we do, I want to have a brief word of prayer with you, because my heart’s passion, precious one, is that God would so speak to your heart that when I ask that question again, you would be able to say, “I never ever want to be king.”


Let's pray.  Father, I ask You now, as we have already prayed together on behalf of those that are doing this study and are watching this video, Father, that You would speak to us, and that You would take Your word and search our hearts and see if there be any way of pain, any hurtful way in us.  Father, take the truths of David and Kings and Chronicles and open the eyes of our understanding, and show us, Father, precepts for life by which we can find instruction and encouragement and perseverance, for, Father, truly we know that we are living in the last days, the end of the ages.  We know that soon we will see You face to face, either out of the body or in the body, either way, Father, our desire is to be pleasing to You, Father, not pleasing ourselves, but pleasing You.  So, Father, use Your word now to cleanse us with the washing of the water of Your word that we might be presented to You without spot and without blemish.  We ask this all in the name of Jesus Christ, and we ask You now to overshadow your servant and speak to us in the power of Your spirit.  In Your name we pray.  Amen.


As I asked you who would be king, I was reading a book entitled What are Business Ethics.  As I was reading that book I came across an account of what happened to us in 2001.  The story broke on November 8.  It was the story of the Enron scandal.  People were indigent; they were greatly perturbed.  They were angry when they heard what Enron had done.  Enron was one of the hottest companies of the nineties.  They admitted to falsifying their accounting.  They had inflated their income by 586 million dollars over a period of four years.  A month later, after this came out, they filed bankruptcy.  In 2002, a criminal investigation followed.  They wanted to know who, and they wanted to know what happened at the executive level of that company.  What happened was this, the executives told their employees, “Hold your shares, hold your stock; don’t sell your stock.”  At the same time they went out, and they sold more than one billion dollars worth of stock.  Employees retirement funds were virtually wiped out and millions of investors lost more than sixty billion dollars, all because there were men who wanted to be king.  All because there were men whose passion was to have riches, and whose passion was to have honor.  

But that was just the beginning of the toppling of the dominoes.  Because four months later, in March 2002, the CEO of Tyco was charged with tax evasion.  What kind of tax evasion?  Well, he didn’t pay the sales tax on over a million dollars worth of art that he purchased for himself with company funds.  The investigation would show that the CEO and two other executives had stolen 600 million dollars from the company, because, in a sense, they wanted to be king.  They wanted to live like a king.  They thought that they had earned it.  They thought that it belonged to them, and they thought they could get away with it.  

The same day that that news broke, the sixth largest cable company, Adelphia Communications, let it be known that they too had financial problems.  The founder and his son had used company assets as collateral on loans that totaled 3.1 billion for personal purchases and family projects.  What followed on the heels of that?  World Com followed, and the news broke that their 2000-2002 profits were over estimated by 7.1 billion dollars.  3.8 billion in expenses had been improperly reported for 5 quarters.  Their stock fell by 75%, and 17,000 employees lost their jobs.  You’ll find all this information in John Maxwell’s book and the title is There is No Such Thing as Business Ethics.  And his point is: there are just ethics.  (Or you can go to Time Magazine and follow that.)  

What happened, and why did it happen?  Well, I believe it happened, in a sense, because somebody wanted to be king.  And, of course, you know where I am going.  I want you to turn to 1 Kings 1.  Somebody wanted to be king, and somehow, in their twisted thinking, their personal desires became their consuming passion over everything else.  I want to ask you a question.  Has there ever been a time when you have seen something that you wanted so badly that it absolutely consumed you, that you couldn’t think of anything else? Or was there a position that you wanted, and you wanted that position, and nothing was going to get in your way.  And all of a sudden, what did you do?  You found yourself doing whatever you could do in order to satisfy that desire.  Somehow, in your mind, you twisted, you rationalized what you were doing, and you said, “It would be worth it.”


I watch “Biography,” and I like to watch that television program because you learn so much.  But you see the stories of these men, of actors, and men of business that have this desire to get ahead.  You see them pushing ahead, and pushing ahead, and in the wake they are leaving their family and their children by the wayside, and they are stepping on other people’s backs—because they want to be king.  And it doesn’t matter, and they think, “When I get to be king it’ll be worth it all, and then I can bring my family along.  Then I can raise up the one whose back I stepped on, or I can get rid of him, because I will be king.”  Look at Suddam Hussein.  He would be king.  Look at his people living in all that poverty, and look at all the billions of dollars that he stashed away that we found when we went in and began to uncover the things in Iraq.  Just look at that—he wanted to be king.  He thought he was invincible.  A matter of fact, if you study him carefully, he wanted to be the next King Nebuchadnezzar.  He wanted to be the king of Babylon, of that ancient land that filled his present land.  

Let’s go to Kings, and let’s see what happened with a man that wanted to be king.  As we do this, I just want you to know that when we want to be king, we forget a verse that we are going to see in Chronicles.  But that verse is this, and I will be repeating it over and over.  (2 Chronicles 1:12) “Riches and honor come from God.”  1 Kings 1:1, “Now King David was old, advanced in age; and they covered him with clothes, but he could not keep warm.  (2) So his servants said to him, ‘Let them seek a young virgin for my lord the king, and let her attend the king and become his nurse; and let her lie in your bosom, that my lord the king may keep warm.’” [You know the Bible says that two can keep warmer than one, so it was just the matter of a human heating pad, a human hot water bottle, so to speak, that they could put beside David to keep him warm.] (3) “So they searched for a beautiful girl throughout all the territory of Israel, and found Abishag the Shunammite, and brought her to the king.  (4) And the girl was very beautiful; and she became the king’s nurse and served him, but the king did not cohabit with her. (5) Now Adonijah the son of Haggith exalted himself, saying, ‘I will be king.’” [I will be king!  I will be king!  I am going to be king, no matter what.] “So he prepared for himself chariots and horsemen with fifty men to run before him.  (6) And his father had never crossed him at any time by asking, ‘Why have you done so?’” [Now, if this is David’s habit with Adonijah from his youth, then you have a little boy (and we know he was handsome and all that), you have this handsome little kid that his father dotes on, and that his father never corrects.  Or, it could be that while he was going out, and while he was saying, “I am going to be king,” and he would appoint these chariots and horsemen and everything to run before him, so everybody would know, “I am worthy of being king.”  Then you would know, as you look at this, that David knew what Adonijah was doing, and he never stopped him.  Yet what did David know?  Did David know that Adonijah was not to be king?  Of course he knew that Adonijah was not to be king.  He knew that, and yet he didn’t cross him. 

(6) “And he was also a very handsome man; and he was born after Absalom.” [So he was the next in line after Absalom.  “Absalom, Absalom, oh, my son Absalom is dead.”  David has grieved, and maybe that’s why he allows Abonijah to continue.] (7) “He (Adonijah) had conferred with Joab the son of Zeruiah and with Abiathar the priest; and following Adonijah they helped him. (8) But Zadok the priest, Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, Nathan the prophet, Shimei, Rei, and the mighty men who belonged to David, were not with Adonijah. (9) And Adonijah sacrificed sheep and oxen and fatlings by the stone of Zoheleth, which is beside En-rogel; and he invited all his brothers, the king’s sons, and all the men of Judah, the king’s servants.  (10) But he did not invite Nathan the prophet, Benaiah, the mighty men, and Solomon his brother.” [Now what is he sitting himself up for?  He is sitting himself up to take the kingdom.  Now as I looked at this, and as I meditated on it, and I have been thinking about living life in the spirit.  And I try to remember, every morning when I wake up, and if I don’t remember before I get out of bed, eventually, when I’m on my knees, I do remember, and I tell God, “God, fill me with Your spirit.  Fill me with Your spirit from the top of my head to the tip of my toes, because I know my flesh, and I know that my body is body of flesh, of natural human desires, and I know that if I do not choose to walk by the spirit, but I choose to walk by the flesh, then I am saying, “I will be king.  I will be king.  I don’t need you, Holy Spirit.  Get back; get down.”  And I quench the Holy Spirit, or I push Him aside, and I grieve the Holy Spirit, because I do not walk according to the Spirit, but I walk according to the flesh.  So as we look at this, I want to take everything that you have learned, and I want to take it and I want to apply, it in a picture way, picture of my own devising.  So I’m not saying this is a type; I’m saying this is a picture of my own devising.  This is a lesson for me that God has opened my eyes to, and I want to share it with you.  

What you find here is a young man who says, “I will be king,” when in reality, and in all probability, he knows he’s not going to be king.  He knows that he is going to have to fight for it.  He knows he is going to have to manipulate for it.  Why?  Because if he understood his father’s heart was for him to be king, he would not have to make the push.  Do you find Solomon, in this chapter, making a push to be king?  Do you find Solomon saying, “Hey, guys, there goes Adonijah.  Get my horses, get my chariots; let’s go down the road.  Get as many as you can, and follow me.”  So you’ve got a race for the throne?  Oh, no.  You never see Solomon in this conflict at all, except that (obviously) Adonijah did not invite him when he went up to make the sacrifice.  Now why did Adonijah not invite him?  It had to be because he understood that David’s intention was for Solomon to be king, and not for him.  So he’s out to insure the kingdom for himself.  

When I look at this, when I look at, “I will be king,” I think of Galatians 5.  Let’s go to Galatians 5, because I want to teach you parallel truths from this passage.  You know, you do all of your homework, you study everything, and I try to make sure that we cover all the bases (and the rest of the team) when we write these precept courses, and I think, “God what is left for me to teach?”  I think, “I don’t want them to walk away bored.  I don’t want them to go, ‘Ho hum, I have studied this before.  I’ve studied it; I know it better than you do, Kay.’”  So I’m always praying, “God, show me how to take this truth and make it applicable to our lives, but handling the test accurately.  Galatians 5:16 says, “But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh.”  

Now what is Adonijah doing?  If Adonijah knows that David has Solomon in mind for the throne, then is Adonijah walking by the Spirit?  We know that they were not inhabited by the Holy Spirit, but is he walking according to the will of God or against the will of God?  Against the will of God.  Whose will is he asserting?  He’s asserting his will.  And what God shows us in Galatians is, “Hey, it is natural in us, as human beings, to say, ‘I will be king.’”  I mean, if you don’t believe it is natural, then (poof) pop your head, Ostrich, out of the sand, and look at society.  Because what is society?  Society is a group of people who, for the most part, do not know Jesus, and those who do not know Jesus are only walking in the flesh.  What is the thinking?  “I will be king.  I will be Number One.  I will get honor; I will get riches. I will go after it; I will do whatever is necessary.  I will compromise along the way.”  Unless you have been brought up in a high moral standard or a family of great integrity, that’s your passion.  

So in Galatians 5, he says, “Walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh.”  Is he saying the flesh won’t desire?  No, the flesh is going to desire, but he says, “If you keep on walking by the Spirit, if you are a child of God, you have the Spirit of God.  Every child of God has the Spirit of God.  And the Spirit of God, so to speak, is the engine under the hood of your life.  And if you walk by the Spirit, you will not fulfill the desires of the flesh, so the flesh can keep saying, “Give me, give me, give me,” but the Spirit is saying, “Holy, holy, holy.”  And you’re there, and you have to shift in gear.  You either shift in gear into the Spirit, or you shift it in gear to the flesh, but the flesh is there, and the flesh wants its desire.  And you’re not going to get rid of the flesh until you get a brand new body.  But he is saying this, “If you will walk, if you will choose to shift it into the gear of the Spirit, then you will not fulfill the desires of the flesh.”  And you see that he is going to be king.  

I want you to just put this down.  The flesh is never anointed nor appointed to do anything for God.  You see this because you see Jesus.  You look at Him, and what does He say?  “The words that I speak are the Father’s words.  The works that I do are the Father’s work.  Apart from the father I don’t do anything.  I only and always do those things that please the Father.”  So you have the Father, you have the Son, and you have the Holy Spirit.  There is your trinity.  So you and I are to live under the control, and within the framework, of God.  This is what Adonijah is not doing.  Adonijah would seek, I believe, to take advantage of David’s weakness.  I believe that’s why Kings opens up letting us know the status of David.  He is old.  We know he is weary from battle.  We know he is not allowed to go out into battle anymore.  Now we know that he is so old that he is cold.  I talked to my mother on the phone the other day, and she said, “I am so cold.”  My mother is 92, a precious, precious woman.  And I said, “Oh I wish I were there to crawl up in bed with you,” because I would be to her like this young virgin was to David—just to be there to keep her warm.  So I think they want us to see that the king is weak.  So along comes another who says, “I will be king.”  He takes advantage of David’s weakness.


I want you to see several things about Adonijah and what Adonijah wants to do, because I think that if we look at this we can see, “Okay, when I want to be king, this is what I want to do.”  So the first thing I want you to see is that: #1.  He would legitimacy around his ploy for the throne.  And I think when we seek to walk in the flesh, instead of walking in the Spirit, I think when we seek to say, “Hey, I’m going to be king,” then we try, in a way, to legitimize or justify what we are doing.  He legitimizes this in Chapter 1, vs. 7-10 (and I have already gone over this with you) when he confers with Joab.  Now Joab is David’s commander.  I am so mad at Joab at this point, you know, that I just want to give him a boot.  I think, “Joab, what are you doing?  You are this close to David, and you don’t know that Solomon is to be king?”  So he wants to legitimize what he is doing.  So he gets Joab, and he gets Abiathar the priest, and he gets these, and he comes down and Adonijah sacrifices the sheep and the oxen.  (9) “And he invited all his brothers, the king’s sons, and all the men of Judah, the king’s servants.  (10) But he did not invite Nathan the prophet,” [the one that is bold enough to point his finger] “and Benaiah, the mighty men” [but he doesn’t bring these 37 mighty men in that we studied about] “and Solomon his brother.”  

So you have got to know that he knows in his heart that he is going after a coup, and that he is trying to legitimize it by getting others around him.  You have to be careful of the flesh.  You have to be careful of this desire to be king, because you can begin to rationalize your actions.  You can begin to justify what you are doing.  “Well, if I get all these riches, if I get all this honor, I’ll be able to do more for God.  It’ll make me more influential.  I’ll be able to have more money to spend for God,”—but of course you will have more money to spend for you.  Do you know it is the richest people that, percentage-wise, give the least to the kingdom of God?  Basically, if you took all the percentage of Christians who give to God, we, as a population, as a total body, do not even come close to giving a tenth of our income to God.  Why?  Because deep inside of us there is this flesh, and there is this ability to rationalize, and say, “I will be king.  I will be king.”


Let’s go back to 1 Chronicles 22.  I want you do see, in case you forgot, that it was very clear to David that Solomon was to be the heir to his throne.  It was very clear to David.  This is his charge to his son, and he’s preparing all these things for the house of God, and that is a key word here.  (6) “Then he called for his son Solomon, and charged him to build a house for the Lord God of Israel.  (7) And David said to Solomon, ‘My son, I had intended to build a house to the name of the Lord my God.  (8) But the word of the Lord came to me, saying, “You have shed much blood, and have waged great wars; you shall not build a house to My name, because you have shed so much blood on the earth before me.”’” [Let me stop here, and say, “What does that house, that temple, represent?”  That temple is a picture of reconciliation to God.  It’s a picture of where atonement is made; covering for your sins, so that there is reconciliation with God.   .And when there is reconciliation with God, there is peace between God and man.  Right?  

In 2 Corinthians 5, he tells us that we are ambassadors for Jesus Christ.  We’re to come to the world, and we are to say, “Be ye reconciled to God.”  How can you be reconciled to God?  To be reconciled means you are no longer at enmity.  It means you are no longer an enemy of God.  Now, God is not your enemy, you are the enemy of God.  God hasn’t moved, so if you need to go find God to be reconciled to Him, you have moved away from God.  So he is saying, “The message that we have as ambassador of Christ is: be ye reconciled to God, for He (God) has made Him (Jesus) who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.”  So the message of reconciliation is this: you can be at peace with God.  So here is this picture—David is not going to be able to build this house because he has been a man of war.  And what is this house a symbol of?  It is a symbol of peace.  And Solomon (his name, and Shalom) has the word “peace” in it.  Jerusalem has the word “peace” in it, so all of it is about having peace with God.  

In 1 Chronicle 22:9, God is speaking to David, and he says, quoting God, “Behold, a son will be born to you, (God is speaking to David) who shall be a man of rest;” [There is rest; no war, there is peace.] “And I will give him rest from all his enemies on every side; for his name shall be Solomon (which means “peaceful”), and I will give peace and quiet to Israel in his days.” [So what has He just said?  Before Solomon is ever born, God says, “I’m going to give you a son.  His name is going to be Solomon (peaceful), and he’s going to sit on your throne.  He’s going to build the house.”  So, somehow, I believe, that Adonijah knew this.  Now the Scriptures do not tell us whether he knew it or not, but you come to 1 Chron.23:1, and this is what it says.] (1) “Now when David reached old age, he made his son Solomon king over Israel.” [Now when did that happen?  We don’t know; it doesn’t tell us exactly, but it could be after Adonijah wanted to be king, and he just simply said, “No, you’re not going to be king.  Solomon is going to be king.”  But David knew that Solomon was going to be king, didn’t he?  And you have to assume that if David knew that he was going to be king that others knew that he was going to be king, because he is getting this house ready.  He knows Solomon is going to build this house, and not only that, but Adonijah is making a bid for the throne.  If it was automatically to be Adonijah that was to rule on the throne and everybody understood it, and it was a succession plan (which they didn’t have in those days), but then, if it was a succession plan, then Adonijah would automatically have come to the throne.  But see, here is a young man that is going to get what he wants, when he wants it, and he is going to do anything to get it.  Just like those guys at Enron, Tyco, 
Adelphi Communications, and World Com did.  They wanted to be king, and they wanted to live like kings. The flesh loves to live like a king.  Just remember that; we are all made of flesh.


Now the next thing I want you to see is this: like Adonijah, there is nothing worthy in the flesh.  I am saying, “The flesh wants to be king, but we are not to yield.  The flesh would put legitimacy around it.  Adonijah would put legitimacy around him.  Go back to 1 Kings 1:15.  What you see, in a sense, is like the flesh, like Adonijah, there is nothing worthy in the flesh.  Now watch what happens.  Adonijah makes his bid for the throne.  You know what happens.  Nathan goes to Bathsheba; Bathsheba goes to David.  She tells David what Adonijah is going to do.  Then she walks out, and Nathan walks in (it’s all planned). He tells David what is going to happen.  David says, “Get Bathsheba.  He is not going to rule; it is going to be Solomon.  We’re going to declare Solomon.  Put him on my mule, and get him up there and anoint him king, so Adonijah and the boys with him find out.  Now listen, what happens?  They are terrified, and rightly so.  Look at it.  

1 Kings 1:49, “Then all the guests of Adonijah were terrified; and they arose and each went on his way.” [Because they just found out Solomon has just been anointed king.  And that might be 1 Chronicles 23:1.] (50) “And Adonijah was afraid of Solomon, and he arose, went and took hold of the horns of the altar”.  [Now that’s where he grabs, because they are not going to put him to death there.  And that is where he is going to ask for mercy.  So he’s hanging on to the horns of the altar.] (51) “Now it was told Solomon, saying, ‘Behold, Adonijah is afraid of King Solomon,” [Well, should he be?  Of course he should be.] “for behold, he has taken hold of the horns of the altar, saying, “Let King Solomon (I’m saying he’s king) swear to me today that he will not put his servant to death with the sword.”  (52) “And Solomon said, ‘If he is a worthy man, not one of his hairs will fall to the ground; but if wickedness is found in him, he will die.’ (53) So King Solomon sent, and they brought him down from the altar.  And he (Adonijah) came and prostrated himself before King Solomon, and Solomon said to him, ‘Go to your house.’” [Go to your house.  He’s not making any decisions.  But what has he said?  “If wickedness is found in him, he will die.”  Now listen, Adonijah goes to his house. But before we look at that I want you to know something about this flesh.  You ain’t going to find anything worthy in it.  You are not going to find anything worthy in it. 

Go to Romans 7.  This is Paul’s wonderful conclusion about his flesh.  He says, (18) “For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh; for the willing is present in me, but the doing of the good is not.” [In other words, he says, “I know my flesh.”  And he says, “There is nothing worthy in it.  I will to do good, but my flesh is not going to do it.”  That’s why, beloved, you have to walk by the Spirit.  You and I have to remember that anytime that it occurs to me in my mind that “I will be king,” that “I will be rich,” that “I will be popular,” that “I will be well known,” that “I will have my own ministry,” that “I will do this,” that “I will do that;” that’s the flesh, and there is nothing worthy in it.  Riches and honor come from where?  From God, not the flesh.  And so, what you and I are to be is absolute, total, complete putty in His hands.  We’re to be putty in His hands.  If we are putty in His hands, then He can give us, if He wants, riches; then, if He wants to give us honor, He can; then if He wants to give us a ministry, He can.  I want you to know that what you see that in all these countries, in 121 countries in 67 or more languages, all that you see is not of man’s devising.  It is man’s surprise.  You know, God has surprised us by what He has done.  But we never had that ambition. I never had any ambition to have a ministry.  I never had an ambition to write a book; I never had an ambition to be on radio, or TV, or be a speaker, or do the things that I do.  That is of God’s devising.  Now I will tell you this though, at times I have had to wrestle with my flesh.  I have had to wrestle with the pride of the flesh.  I have had to wrestle with the desires of the flesh.  Max Lucado (and he is so dear, and they do Precept at his church), Max said in an article in 2004, in the “Christianity Today,” that he battled with the desire that he wanted the biggest church.  He wanted to be the best.  He is one of the best in the publishing field.  But see, here he is admitting; he knows that he has the flesh.  I know that I have the flesh.  I know that in my flesh there is nothing worthy in my flesh.  We always have to remember that, so that we walk by the Spirit, and we do not fulfill the desires of our flesh.  We cannot say, “I will be king.”  That’s God’s decision.


The next thing I want you to see is that Adonijah, just like the flesh, doesn’t give up easy.  He doesn’t give up easily.  He knows that Solomon is king.  He gets to go back to his house.  Go to 1 Kings 2:13, and I am going to dip my foot in our Kings and Prophets series.  (13) “Now Adonijah the son of Haggith came to Bathsheba the mother of Solomon.  And she said, ‘Do you come peacefully?’  And he said, ‘Peacefully.’ (14)  Then he said, ‘I have something to say to you.’  And she said, ‘Speak.’  (15) So he said, ‘You know the kingdom was mine” [Oohh, Oohh!  Well, the kingdom belonged to the flesh too, until the Spirit moved him, because you thought you were king.  You walked according to the prince of this world, the spirit that works in the sons of disobedience, but you were blind so you just thought you were running your own life.  You didn’t know that the devil had you like a puppet on a string.] (15) “So he said, ‘You know that the kingdom was mine and that all Israel expected me to be king; however, the kingdom has turned about and become my brother’s, for it was his from the Lord. (Oohh!  It was his from the Lord.  He knew!] (16) “‘And now I am making one request of you; do not refuse me.’  And she said to him, ‘Speak.’  (17) “Then he said, ‘Please speak to Solomon the king, for he will not refuse you, that he may give me Abishag the Shunammite as a wife.’  (18) And Bathsheba said, ‘Very well; I will speak to the king for you.’” [Just like a woman.  We’re so in tune with romance and things, and matchmaking, and all that sort of stuff.  She didn’t see anything wrong with it.  Oh, but there was something wrong.] 

(19) “So Bathsheba went to King Solomon to speak to him for Adonijah.  And the king arose to meet her, bowed before her, and sat on his throne; then he had a throne set for the king’s mother, and she sat on his right. (20) Then she said, ‘I am making one small request of you; do not refuse me.’  And the king said to her, ‘Ask, my mother, for I will not refuse you.’  (21) So she said, ‘Let Abishag the Shunammite be given to Adonijah your brother as a wife.’  (22) And King Solomon answered and said to his mother, ‘And why are you asking Abishag the Shunammite for Adonijah?  Ask for him also the kingdom—for he is my older brother—even for him, for Abiathar the priest, and for Joab the son of Zeruiah!’  (23) Then King Solomon swore by the Lord, saying, ‘May God do so to me and more also, if Adonijah has not spoken this word against his own life.’  (24) Now therefore, as the Lord lives, who has established me” [God is the one that establishes the Spirit in our life, to be our King.] “and set me on the throne of David my father, and who has made me a house as He promised, surely Adonijah shall be put to death today.’”  

That is what you and I need to do, day by day by day.  See, the flesh won’t quit.  The flesh is the flesh is the flesh.  Adonijah, in asking for Abishag, was asking for David’s concubine.  It was Absalom that went into David’s concubines and then declared him king.  His brother is following the same way.  He has not given up; he will be king.  Now listen, you are going to live in this body of flesh for the rest of your life, so you need to learn how to live in it.  You put the flesh to death.  Go to Romans 6:8.  “Now if we have died with Christ,” [He is talking about when you received Christ you died with Him, because when Christ died, you died.  When He was buried, you were buried.  When He was raised to walk from the dead to walk in newness of life, you were raised.]  “Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, (9) knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, is never to die again; death no longer is master over Him. (10) For the death that He died, He died to sin, once for all; but the life that He lives He lives to God. (11) Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus. (12) Therefore do not let sin reign (or rule, or be king) in your mortal body so that you obey its lusts, (13) and do not go on presenting the members of your body to sin as instruments of unrighteousness; but present yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, …” (14) “For sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law, but under grace.”  

You and I, just as Solomon.  Listen, Solomon had to put Adonijah to death because he was a threat to the throne.  And your flesh is a threat to the throne.  So what does Paul say in Galatians 2:20?  “I am crucified with Christ, nevertheless I live, yet not I but Christ lives in me, and the life I now live I live by the faith of the son of God who lived and died for me.”  So we reckon ourselves as dead to sin and alive unto God, and that is what he had to do.  Now what happens?  Well, the only and best way we can piece things together is to go back to 1 Chronicles 28 and 29.  Chronicles does not tell us when this happened.  But Chronicles 28:1 tells us, “Now David assembled at Jerusalem all the officials of Israel, the princes of the tribes, and the commanders of the divisions that served the king, and the commanders of thousands, and the commanders of hundreds, and the overseers of all the property and livestock belonging to the king and his sons, with the officials and the mighty men, even all the valiant men.  (2) Then King David rose to his feet and said, ‘Listen to me, my brethren and my people; I had intended to build a permanent home for the ark of the covenant’” [and it sounds just like 1 Chronicles 22] (3) “‘But God said to me, “You shall not build a house for My name because you are a man of war…”  (4) “Yet, the Lord, the God of Israel, chose me from all the house of my father to be king over Israel forever.’” [Listen, you can come and reign over anything that God gives you to reign over.  Do you understand?  You walk by the Spirit.  You have victory by the Spirit.  And you can do it that way, but it has to be God.]  

(5) “‘And of all my sons (for the Lord has given me many sons), He (God) has chosen my son Solomon to sit on the throne of the kingdom of the Lord over Israel.”  (6) And He said to me, “Your son Solomon is the one who shall build My house and My courts; for I have chosen him to be a son to Me, and I will be a father to him.”’” [What is he saying?  He’s saying, “Solomon is God’s choice.  It’s not a matter of succession; it’s not a matter of birthright; it’s a matter of God’s choice.”  Beloved, you didn’t choose God, (John 15:16) He choose you.  He ordained you, that you should go and that you should bear fruit, and whatever you ask in His name He will do it.  (Gal 5:16)  But He chooses you, and then He put His Spirit inside of you, and we are to walk by the Spirit, and not fulfill the lush of the flesh.  So God has chosen us.  So what he is saying here is, “God didn’t choose Adonijah; God chose Solomon, and God is God.”  Now when this happens, we have no record, but (in all probability) and that is all we can say, that this is an event that is not recorded obviously in Samuel (we have been there).  It is not recorded in Kings, but we are told about it in Chronicles.  

We are told, in 1 Chronicles 29:22, “So they ate and drank that day before the Lord with great gladness.  And they made Solomon the son of David king a second time,” [So in all probability this could have come after (1 Kings 1:33) Solomon rode David’s mule up to the ______(?), and they declared him king, and Adonijah found out about it.  And then afterwards, David gathers all the assembly, and he has this coronation, so to speak, and Solomon is made king a second time.  Whenever it happens, we don’t want to miss the point of it all.  We want to see this awesome, awesome truth.  Because remember, when I opened up I was talking about Enron, Tyco, and these other people, and these executives in high level places, that, in a sense, had risen to kingship, and when they had gotten there, the power was not enough.  They wanted the riches that went with it.  

Now listen to this wonderful truth that we see in 1Chronicles 29:1. “Then King David said to the assembly, ‘My son Solomon, whom alone God has chosen, is still young and inexperienced and the work is great; for the temple is not for man, but for the Lord God.’” [This temple that they were to build was not for man, but it was for God.  Listen, this temple (your body) that the Holy Spirit indwells is not for man; it is for God.  “What, know you not that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit?”] 

Drop down to v.10.  “So David blessed the Lord in the sight of all the assembly; and David said, ‘Blessed are You, O Lord God of Israel our father, forever and ever.” [Now watch the “You” and “Yours.”] (11) “‘Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and the majesty,’” [We can’t be king, beloved.]) ‘“indeed everything that is in the heavens and the earth;’” [That is Yours; that is God’s.  Listen, you and I can be great in the sight of God if we will say, “I will not have any king but You to reign over me,” and we recognize that it all belongs to Him.] “‘Yours is the Dominion, O Lord,’” [Yours is the right to rule.  Yours is the authority, is what he means,] “‘and You exalt Yourself as head over all.’” [Over all, including as head over me.] (13) “‘Both riches and honor come from You,’” [You see, those men obtained riches and honor, but it didn’t last, did it?  Because God says, “Be ye sure your sins will find you out.]  

(12) “And you rule over all, and in Your hand is power and might; and it lies in Your hand to make great and to strengthen everyone.” [You don’t have to be king, because the King of Kings will do with you as He pleases.  And whatever He pleases will be good and just and for His glory.] (13) “Now therefore, our God, we thank You, and praise Your glorious name. (14) But who am I and who are my people that we should be able to offer as generously as this?  For all things come from You, and from Your hand we have given You.  [Now watch, it is coming from Him.  What comes, comes from God.  What we give, we’re giving back to Him what He has given to us.  And he calls this such a high privilege, “Who am I, who are these people, that we should be able to offer as generously as this?”]


Have you ever thought about giving that way?  Have you ever let go of everything that you possessed, and realized that it came from God, and whatever you give Him you are giving back to Him what He has given to you?  And if you do that and live that way, more will come and more will go back, and more will come and more will go back, until all of a sudden you grab it up, and say, “I will be king.  I will be rich.”  And then it is taken away, but otherwise it goes around and around to God.  (14) “For all things come from You, and from Your hand we have given You. (15) For we are sojourners before You, and tenants, as all our fathers were;” [He’s saying, “We are like homeless travelers, and we are totally dependent upon others to supply our needs.”  He is saying, “We are totally dependent upon You.”  Beloved, that’s life in the Spirit.  It’s a life of total dependence upon God, so that you walk by the Spirit.]  Romans 11:36 says, “From Him and through Him and to Him are all things.  To Him belongs the glory forever and ever.”  Don’t be king; the glory belongs to Him. 

(16) “O Lord our God, all this abundance that we have provided to build You a house for Your holy name, it is from Your hand, and all is Yours. (17) Since I know, O my God, that You try the heart” [Now remember that when you would say, “I would be king.”] “and delight in uprightness, I, in the integrity of my heart, have willingly offered all these things; so now with joy I have seen Your people, who are present here, make their offerings willingly to You (God).”  Beloved, O beloved, everything that you and I have is simply here to offer back to God to whom alone belongs the glory, the power, the majesty.  There is only one King, and His name is Jesus Christ.  Bow before Him.  Live by His Spirit and bring Him the glory and the power and the majesty and the dominion that is due His name.  Don’t be king; simply serve Him.  

Let’s pray.  Father, thank You.  Thank You for Your word.  O Father, thank You, thank You, thank You.  I pray that You would take this lesson, and that you would use it in such a way that every time it comes into our mind, “You can be king.  Those riches and that honor you should go after that.  You deserve it; you’ve earned it.”  That every time that any thought like that would come to our mind that You, by Your Spirit, would say, “Don’t say, ‘I will be king.  Don’t say, ‘I will be king.’”  God will not share His power, His glory, His majesty, His might with anyone, with anyone.  To Him alone belongs the glory.  Now walk by the Spirit, and don’t fulfill that desire of the flesh.  Thank You, Father.  Thank You so much for what You are teaching us as we steep ourselves in Your word.  Thank You for the way that You cleanse us with the washing of the water of the word.  And Father, I pray that we would be a bride without spot, without blemish, a chase virgin, because we have studied the word, and we have not been lead astray.  In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.
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