JUDGES – LESSON 7

“Understanding The Times – Meeting The Need”
Kay Arthur, Teacher


How important is it, my friend, for you to understand the times in which we live, the times in which historical events occur, the times in which philosophies come and go according to the culture?  That is what we want to talk about today.  How important is it that you understand the times?  It really depends on what you want from life.  What do you want from life?  If you simply want to exist for the moment, if you want to get through the moments of the day, the circumstances of the day, because the moment is all that is important to you, because the moment is the moment, you are living in the light of that moment, then your decisions are going to be shaped by your desires.  Your decisions are going to be shaped by your environment.  They are going to be set by the times; they are going to be set by the culture of the day.  You know what?  If truth never invades your life and changes it, then you are among the damned.  You are among the damned.  There are those that are quick, that are alive, and there are those that are among the damned.  But, if you want your life to have purpose, if you want your life to have significance and meaning, then your life must be shaped by truth--not by the culture of the day, not by the philosophies of the day, but your life must be shaped by truth.  And that is what we want to look at.

We want to look at truth versus the reigning philosophy of the day.  To do that you have to go through the scriptures and watch how God presents truth.  As you look at the Bible (and if you have studying with us since Genesis), you know that we are going through the first five, six, now seventh book of the Bible.  The first five are the Torah; then we come to Joshua, and then we come to Judges.  We see in the Torah that God lays out the history of mankind, the example of what life is to be like under His rule.  Then, in Joshua he brings us to the triumph, to the victory that can be ours if we live according to the truths in the first five books of the Bible.  

Then what does He do in Judges?  It is like a change; it is like a bend in the road.  Then in Judges He demonstrates to us what happens when we know truth and depart from it.  What happens when a culture has hold of the truth, and then they begin to gradually slip away, when they don’t hold to that truth anymore?  What happens when we become apathetic about obedience to God?  What happens when we apostatize, when we turn and we do our own way?  What happens when we end up in anarchy?  That is what we are going to see today as we look at the final segment of Judges.  

But before we do, I would like to do is to take you through the first seven books of the Bible, just a little bit slower and in another way.  So let’s get it down.  In Genesis, we see our moorings.  We see in Genesis an account of our beginnings, including the beginning of the nation of Israel.  In Exodus, we see God’s means of deliverance, and we see the importance of a relationship with God.  We see deliverance as they are delivered from Egypt.  We see the parallel, in that the Passover lamb that was used to deliver the children from Israel is a picture of our Passover lamb that God uses to deliver us from bondage to sin and to give us life through Him.  We see that parallel in seeing the relationship in Exodus.  We see the presentation of the tabernacle and how we are to worship God.  We see that every piece of that furniture is a picture of Jesus Christ, and the relationship that we have to God--only one way, through Jesus Christ, who later on in John 14:6 says that He is the way; He is the truth; and He is the life.  Did you catch that?  He is the what?  The way.  He is the what?  The truth.  And He is the what?  The life.  No man comes to the Father but by Him.  We see, in Jesus, that He is the only way to God; He is the personification of absolute truth, and no one can come to the Father but by Him.  He is the way; He is the truth; and He is the life, because when we come to the Father we pass from death to life.

In Numbers, we observe God’s power to lead us through the territory of our enemies, and to protect us and provide for us on our journey.  We see that as He leads them in the book of Numbers, as He takes them from Mr. Sinai, and He takes them eventually to the eastern side of Jordan where they camp and where they prepare to go into the land.  We see the picture of our journey.  We see many pictures in Numbers of Jesus Christ.  He is like the serpent that was lifted up in the wilderness.  When we get to Deuteronomy, they are camped east of the Jordan.  We are reminded again of the conditions for blessing and the consequences of disobedience. 


In Joshua, we see how to triumph over the enemy, because Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy all lead us to that awesome, awesome time when Israel, now the nation of God, the children of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, are finally going to step across that Jordan., are finally going to enter into the promise land and possess their possessions.  In Joshua we see how they go into the land, and how they triumph over the enemy.  We see the principles for our own lives.  But we see (now watch, this is very important for everything I am going to share to you, because it is very practical and very vital as we do this last lesson in Judges) them walking into this promise land, but now they are no longer isolated.  They are in the midst of a culture, the culture of the damned.  These are people that have rejected God.  These are people that have turned away from the light.  These are people whose cup of iniquity is full and overflowing.  These are the people that God is about to destroy.  So they step into the culture of the damned.

What do we see in Judges?  Because, although Joshua occupies the land, although under Joshua they take the many cities, still there are pockets of people that have to be driven out of the land, that have to be put to death, that they are not to intermarry with, that they are not to intermingle with, that they are not to learn to worship their gods, lest their heart be turned away from God.  So in the midst of this culture in which they are living in the book of Judges, we see the consequence of apathy to the word of God.  We see the consequence of apostasy, of turning your back on God.  We see the bondage that it brings; we see anarchy in full bloom.  That anarchy is seen in full bloom in Judges, Chapters 17-21.  We see what happens, in Judges, when we choose to do what is right in our own eyes.  

What is happening at this point in Judges?  We are coming to the final five chapters.  What is happening in Judges at this point?  Well, I believe that God thinks that it is so critical for you and me to understand the times that He devotes almost one fourth of the book of Judges just to understanding the times.  That is why I believe it is so critical.  It is interesting to me, and I have pondered over it.  I have thought, “Why, God,” (when these events of Judges 17-21 really come before the events of the judges, the periods of the various judges, when they come to the beginning of this 340-360 year time period) “God, why do You put it at the end?”  I think that He puts it at the end so that He tells us, He shows us, what happens when men do what is right in their own eyes, instead of understanding the times and living according to truth.

Now, I want to ask you a question.  This is very, very, very important.  I am talking to you because you name the name of Jesus Christ.  I am not talking to you because you don’t know God, but I am talking to you because you name the name of Jesus Christ.  So what I want to ask you is this, how well do you understand the times in which we are living?  How well do you understand the culture?  You say, “I really don’t have time to bother with the culture.”  I want to ask you another question.  How well do you understand the truth?  Because if you understand the truth, and you are doing what God said, and you are out there in the world, and you are giving the gospel, you understand the culture.  You understand the culture, because you see the contrast between truth and the culture.

Before I take you to Judges, I want you to go to 1 Chronicles 12:21.  (We are going to study Kings and Chronicles, probably together, but I haven’t written those courses yet.)  Saul is king, but David has been anointed by God to be king.  Saul has been disobedient to God.  Saul has not walked according to the statutes and promises of God.  So what is happening is this, an army is rallying around David.  (21) “And they helped David against the band of raiders, for they were all mighty men of valor, and were captains in the army.  (22) For day by day men came to David to help him, until there was a great army like the army of God.” [In the culture of that time, Saul was king, but he was an ungodly king.  He wasn’t living the way he ought to.  God had raised up another king.  God had anointed him, but it was not time yet for him to take up his throne, but God was putting around him a great, great army.  

What are the times like today?  What is God doing?  I believe that God is raising up a great, great army in preparation for the time when Jesus reigns as King of Kings and Lords of Lords.  A great army was coming around this man.  (23) “Now these are the numbers of the divisions equipped for war, who came to David at Hebron, to turn the kingdom of Saul to him, according to the word of the Lord.” [So here are divisions who are coming to David at Hebron (and remember that this was a city that Samson visited to see a prostitute) to turn the kingdom of Saul to him according to the word of the Lord.] (24) “The sons of Judah who bore shield and spear were 6,800, equipped for war.” [There he names them and numbers them.]  (25)”The sons of Simeon…” (26) “The sons of Levi…” (27) “Now Jehoiada was the leader of the house of Aaron,” (28) “also Zadok, a young man mighty of valor… (29) “And of the sons of Benjamin, Saul’s kinsmen.” (30) “And of the sons of Ephraim 20,800 mighty men of valor, famous men in their fathers’ households.”  (31) “And of the half-tribe of Manasseh 18,000, who were designated by name to come and make David king.”  (And this is where I wanted to go)  (32) “And of the sons of Issachar, men who understood the times, with knowledge of what Israel should do.”


Do you know what our goal at Precept Ministry is for you?  It would be that you are men and women of valor, who understand the times, who know what we should be doing, and who are rallying around the furtherance of the kingdom of God in preparation for the coming of the King.  Now it takes a different form when we talk about it.  Our goal for you, and we feel like we have accomplished our goal in teaching you to study the word inductively, is when we see you as exemplary followers of Jesus Christ, studying continuously all your life the word of God inductively.  Studying the word of God inductively.  Viewing the world, how?  Biblically, not according to the culture, but according to the word of God; not P.C., politically correct, not E.C., emotionally correct; but according to the word of God.  So we see you living as exemplary followers of Jesus Christ, studying the Bible inductively, viewing the world Biblically, and (listen) serving the church.  We are all for the church, because the church is Jesus’ bride.  Serving the church faithfully how?  In the power of the Holy Spirit.  So how well do you understand the times?  The minute Issachar understood the times, and they had knowledge of what Israel should do, and that is what made them valuable.
Now I want you to go to Judges, Chapter 17.  I know you have studied this, I know that you have discussed this up one side and down the other, and I am proud of you in that.  But let’s see some truths that I want to bring out of what you have studied because they are critical for understanding the times.  Remember that this covers a fourth of the book of Judges, and if it covers a fourth of the book of Judges, it means it is very important.  In the book of Judges, it is the last thing that God leaves on your mind.  The last thing God leaves on your mind is what the times were like.  In Judges 17-21, you pick up a phrase that is not used in any other place in the book of Judges but in this final segment.  And what is it, in essence?   “Every man did what was right in his own eyes.”  In other words, they were shaped by the culture instead of governed by the word of God.  What happens when we do that?

In Judges 17:1-5, we have an account of a man by the name of Micah who steals eleven hundred pieces of silver from his mother, who hears her utter a curse, and consequently comes and confesses that and gives it back to his mother.  What does the mother say?  “Shame on you, son”?  No!  The mother says, “Blessed be my son by the Lord.” So he returns the 1100 pieces of silver, and his mother says, “I wholly dedicate the silver from my hand to the Lord for my son to make a graven image.”  Now if we would go back to those first five books of the Bible, where would we find the verse that says, “Thou shall not make unto thyself any graven image, any likeness of anything in the heavens above and the earth beneath or under the earth.  Thou shall not bow down to them and thou shall not worship them.”?  Where would that be?  Exodus, Chapter 20.  So here we have people who either do not know the truth, or who have adapted the truth to their culture, who have integrated that truth into their culture, and in integrating it have prostituted the word of God.  So we find him making an image, making a shrine, making an ephod (this garment that the priest would wear in the temple), and consecrating his son--and his son is not a Levite.  His son is probably from tribe of Ephraim, because that is where this guy is living.  What is the bottom line of all of this?  Whoever God ordained to write Judges, what does He want you to see?  When does He introduce this term, this repeated phrase, for the first time?  As if to explain what they were doing in those days, Judges 17:6 says, “In those days there was no king in Israel; every man did what was right in their own eyes.”


What is God doing at this point in Judges?  He is explaining to us the times.  He is not only giving us an overview of the culture, but He is showing us the philosophy of those people.  He is showing us what their thinking is like.  He is showing you, so to speak, what is “in” in that culture.  And what is “in” in that culture should be “out”, because it’s not according to truth.  You have got to remember, at this point in the word of God, we’re dealing with a nation that has been chosen by God, a nation that has been brought out from among the people, through Abraham, and has been given a specific way to live.  It has been given the very words of God.  It has been given the very laws and the precepts of God.  So we are dealing here with a nation like this, living in the midst of a crooked (especially when they get into Joshua and Judges) and perverse generation.  

So we see them, and we see this culture, and I want you to see this, because I want you to understand the whole point of what God has laid on my heart.  And what God has laid on my heart is this: that you have got to understand the times in which you live.  You have got to understand the times in which you live, and you have got to know how you live within the times in which you live.  What do you do?  What are you called to?  See, if we just know the book of Judges, if you just walk away from here, and you can say this is the book of Judges.  Chapters 1 and 2 are this—it is apathy.  Chapters 3-16--it is the time of apostasy.  It is the time when they do evil, and they turn away from God.  And God raises up a judge and is with the judge all the days of his life; He hears, He has heard, and He has delivered His people.  But then they go back into the same cycle.  Then, in Judges 17-21, what you see is idolatry and immorality and internal war.  You are just standing there, and you are just spouting the book, and that is just wonderful, and we are all impressed.  But what is it doing to your life?  What is it going to do to the culture in which we are living?  What is this knowledge that God is giving to you and me, precious one, going to do to our culture?  What is the fact that you and I have this reservoir of truth, and we know right from wrong; and we know who is God, and we know how we are to live, what is that going to do when we walk out the door?  When we go to the grocery store, when we go to our place of business, when we go school, when we encounter a culture that is different from the word of God.  Are you going to understand the times?  And are you going to know what you should be doing in the light of the times?  That is the whole purpose of this lesson.  It is something that is so brand new (and God has laid it on my heart) that you have seen how I have been glued to my notes, and forgive me, but that’s the way it is.


Judges 17:7 says, “Now there was a young man from Bethlehem in Judah, of the family of Judah, who was a Levite; and he was staying there.  (8) Then the man departed from the city, from Bethlehem in Judah, to stay wherever he might find a place;” [Now watch this phrase.  Here is a man, who has been living in Judah, in the area and the territory of Judah, which was permitted by the Levites, because they were permitted to live in other places.  But this man is not from the tribe of Judah.  He was from the tribe of Levi, and he is seeking a place to live.  Now, God laid out where the Levites were to live.  God laid out the cities and the territories where the Levites were to live.  But now he wants to stay wherever he might find a place, so he makes a journey.  He came to the hill county of Ephraim, to the house of Micah.  


(9) “And Micah said to him, ‘Where do you come from?’  And he said to him, ‘I am a Levite from Bethlehem in Judah, and I am going to stay” [Have you got the repetition?  The repetition is because God wants you to remember it.  It was an oral book, so He repeats things.  He says, “I am going to stay wherever I may find a place.”  Now what is happening?  I want you to see this.  This is the Levitical tribe; these are the priests.  These are to be the people who have no inheritance in the land, because their inheritance is in the Lord.]  

Now I want you to go to Malachi 2 (the last book in the Old Testament).  I want you to see something in Malachi 2.  (1) “And now, this commandment is for you, O priests.” [Then He talks about what He is going to do to them because the priests aren’t doing what they ought to do.  They are not living according to the word of God.] (4) “Then you will know that I have sent this commandment to you, that My covenant may continue with Levi”, says the Lord of hosts.” [In other words, this is what He is doing.  He is coming, and He is getting hold of the Levites, and He is saying, “Listen to Me, you priests.  Listen to Me, you priests, listen to me, so that you can do what is right.  Listen to me, and remember the covenant of Levi.”] (5) “My covenant with him (with Levi) was one of life and peace, and I gave them to him as an object of reverence; so he revered Me, and stood in awe of My name.  (6) True instruction was in his mouth, and unrighteousness was not found on his lips; he (Levi) walked with Me in peace and uprightness, and he turned many back from iniquity.” [This is what Levi did.  If you go back and you study the history, you remember that it is Levi that comes and stands when they make the golden calf, and goes through and puts all those people to death.  If you remember, it is a Levite, in the days of Numbers, when they go down and play the harlot in the days of Balaam and Balak and the donkey.  You remember that story, don’t you?  It is after that, that it is a Levite that comes and puts them to death, because they have done wrong.  This man has gone into this tent, and has taken this foreign woman into his tent, right in presence of the whole congregation of Israel.  So it is a Levite that goes and puts this man to death.  Now watch, He is saying this is what the Levites are to do.] 

(6) “True instruction was in his mouth, and unrighteousness was not found on his lips; he walked with Me in peace and uprightness, and he turned many back from iniquity.  (7) For the lips of a priest should preserve knowledge, and men should seek instruction from his mouth; for he is the messenger of the Lord of hosts.” [So what shows up at Micah’s house?  A messenger of the Lord, a Levite.  What is the problem with this Levite?  First of all, this Levite is seeking a place.  You know there are lots of people today who are just seeking a place, a place in the sun, a place of fame, a place of recognition.  And sometimes in the churches (thank God it is not is all the churches) the one behind the pulpit is not giving forth truth, because he is seeking a place.  He is not really delivering the word of God as it ought to be, because he is trying to build a big church.  He is seeking a place.  He is not disciplining sin in the church, because he is seeking a place.  That is what this Levite was doing.  

Now go back to Judges 17:10.  “Micah then said to him, ‘Dwell with me and be a father and a priest to me, and I will give you ten pieces of silver a year, a suit of clothes, and your maintenance.  So the Levite went in.” [Now listen, this Levite is seeking a place.  What does he get?  He sold himself; he sold truth.  He sold truth for silver; he sold truth for a suit.  To put it all in essence, he sold truth for his sustenance because he was seeking a place.  He was seeking a place.  He was living according to the culture of his day, instead of according to the word of God, because watch what it says. (12) “So Micah consecrated the Levite, and the young man became his priest and lived in the house of Micah.” [How can Micah, who is an Ephriamite, consecrate a Levite?  Then he lived in the house of Micah.]  (13) “Then Micah said, “Now I know that the Lord will prosper me.” [Now what is the culture?  What are the times?  Listen to his words.  This is the philosophy of the day.] “Now I know that the Lord will prosper me, seeing I have a Levite as priest.” [Was he to have his own priest?  No.  Was he to have idols?  No.  But you know what?  The guy either didn’t know the truth, and we know from Judges 2, that there arose a generation that did not know the Lord, because they didn’t know Joshua., they didn’t know the elders, and they didn’t know the ways of the Lord.  So it could be that he is just, “Duh.” He has a little bit of knowledge, but he really doesn’t have it in context.  He doesn’t have truth under his belt.  And it could be that, or it could be that he has taken the truth and he has distorted it to his own use.  Whatever way, we really don’t know, but we know that the Lord is going to prosper him (he thinks), because he has a Levitical priest living in his house, wearing his ephod, and worshipping with his household idols--deceived, deluded, and thinking that God is going to prosper him.


Now look at Judges 18.  I think that it is an unfortunate break in everything.  (1) “In those days there was no king of Israel;” [What does God want you to understand?  He wants you to understand the times.  He wants you to understand the times in the days of Judges.  “In those days there was no king of Israel;” and I believe that is where it stops, because watch the next sentence.] “and in those days the tribe of the Danites was seeking an inheritance for themselves to live in, for until that day an inheritance had not been allotted to them as a possession among the tribes of Israel.” [Now listen to the next sentence.]  (2) “So the sons of Dan sent from their family five men out of their whole number, valiant men from Zorah and Eshtaol, to spy out the land and to search it;” [Now what is happening here?  I want you to understand the times.  What are the times?  What do you have?  You have the Danites.  Now this is one of the reasons that we know that chronologically Judges 17-21 moves to the beginning of the 340 years, rather than at the end of the 340 years.]  

Look at Judges 1:34-35. If we went back to Joshua, we know that Joshua allotted, under God’s directions and under the priest’s direction, they, by lot, gave the land to the 12 tribes of Israel.  Now it says in Judges 1:34, “Then the Amorites forced the sons of Dan into the hill country, for they did not allow them to come down to the valley; (35) yet the Amorites persisted in living in Mount Heres,” [Now what has happened?  Dan did not drive out the enemy; Dan did not stay and fight.  Listen to me carefully, Dan did not stay where he was supposed to stay and do the job he was suppose to do.  You know why?  He wasn’t pleased with what God had allotted him.  Are you pleased with what God has allotted you?  Or because of the culture and the times, do you forget that God is sovereign, so what you do is you move over?  You move over to another place, you look for another place, you leave this husband, you leave that wife, you leave this circumstance, and you are constantly trying to find where you belong--instead of getting on your knees and saying, “God, where do I belong?”  And wherever God says, then you stay there?  

Go to Psalm 16:6, because I want you to see this verse.  This is the philosophy that we need to have.  This is truth; this is biblical truth.  (6) “The lines have fallen to me in pleasant places;” [Dan would not say that.] (5) “The Lord is the portion of my inheritance and my cup; Thou dost support my lot.” [In other words, wherever I am, God is my inheritance, God supports me.] (6) “The lines have fallen to me in pleasant places; indeed, my heritage is beautiful to me.” [But Dan’s heritage was not beautiful to him.  So what are the Danites doing?  They are walking in a lack of faith.  

Judges 18:2 says, “So the sons of Dan sent from their family five men to spy out the whole number,” (You know the story; you have read it.)  They end up, where?  In Micah’s house.  And what do they steal?  They steal his image, they steal his ephod, they steal his household idols.  And what else do they steal?  His priest.  Understand the times; understand the culture.  Here is a whole tribe, you have the Levites.  That is one tribe; you see how they are living.  Then you see the Danites, and you see how they are living.  Understand the times; understand what Israel should be doing.  They should be judging all of this.  

So what do you come to?  You come Judges 18:30.  “And the sons of Dan set up for themselves the graven image; and Jonathan, the son of Gershom, the son of Manasseh, he and his sons were priests to the tribe of the Danites until the day of the captivity of the land. (31) So they set up for themselves Micah’s graven image which he had made, all the time that the house of God was at Shiloh.” [They could have gone to Shiloh.  That is where they should have gone, to the house of God, as God showed them in Exodus, as God showed them in Leviticus, as God showed them in Numbers, as God reiterated to them in Deuteronomy.  You are only to worship, you are only to make sacrifices, where?  “Wherever I have sent up My tent of meeting.  That is the only place you are to do it.  Wherever My tent of meeting is is where you are to be.”  But what are they walking by?  They are doing what?  What is right in their own eyes.  That’s what they are doing--what is right in their own eyes.  It is the signs of the times.


Go to Judges 19:1.  Now watch; this is not pointing back like the other verses pointed back, but this is pointing forward.  (1) “Now it came about in those days, when there was no king in Israel, that there was a certain Levite staying in the remote part of the hill country of Ephraim, who took a concubine for himself from Bethlehem in Judah.” [Now put it down (but we are not going to go there).  Leviticus 21:10-15 says that they were not supposed to take concubines.  A Levite was only allowed to marry a virgin.  A Levite was to have one wife, not a concubine on the side.  So once again you have another Levite and he is showing you, what?  The signs of the times, so that you might understand them.  Then what do you have?  His concubine plays the harlot.  You know the story.  He goes to get the concubine and to bring her home, and consequently, as they are traveling home, they stop where?  He wants to stop in this city where they would probably have been better off stopping in the world, but he says, “No, we are not stopping among these heathens; we are going to go to one of our own.”  

So he goes to the tribe of Benjamin, and what happens?  A guy finally comes along, invites him home, and the men of the city know that there is a stranger in town.  These are Jews.  They come knocking on the door, and what do they say?  “Send that man out to us, that we might know him.”  In other words, what are they?  They are homosexuals.  How did they survive in that city?  Because the law that had been laid down by God, and the truth said, “You are to put a homosexual to death.  You are supposed to put an adulterer to death.”  How did they get away with it?  It was the times, times when men and women were not living according to the word of God, a word that had been laid out very, very clearly, a word that they had, because Moses wrote the first five books of the Bible. (Somebody else penned the P.S. about his death, but Moses had penned these words.)  They had these words.  They had the law, but they didn’t live by it.  So you have homosexuality.  Well, what do they do?  You have this perverted thinking of these men.  What do they do?  They say, “No, you can’t have this man.  He’s come in; I’ve got to protect him.  Here take my daughter.”  Can you imagine?  That’s the times.  That’s the times.  “Take my daughter; use her.”


The Levite is very noble, and says, “Don’t send out your daughter.  Here take my concubine.”  So they throw out the concubine.  They ravish her all night.  These are Jews who know the law, who named the name of God, and they raped this woman all night for their own pleasure.  She crawls back, gets to the threshold, and dies.  You know what happens.  He comes out; he finds her; he takes her home and cuts her up into twelve pieces.  What does he do?  He says, “O.K.  What are you going to do about this abomination?  What are you going to do about this abomination that has happened in our land?”  

Now watch what happens.  What do they do about this abomination?  Catch the signs of the times.  See, here in Judges, at this point, you know that it goes back to the beginning, because here they are--all the tribes communicating together.  When you study the judges, you see these judges in certain locales.  But now, what do they do?  They say, “Benjamin, give up the homosexuals.”  What does Benjamin do?  He protects evil.  What is he saying?  He is saying, “There is no right.”  He is saying, “There is no wrong.”  It is the times.  It is the culture of the times.


Then what happens in Judges, Chapter 20?  You have internal war; you have them fighting with one another against the other.  And you find the bad guys are winning.  Until, finally, in Judges 20:26, what do all the people do?  “Then all the sons of Israel and all the people went up and came to Bethel and wept; thus they remained there before the Lord and fasted that day until evening.  And they offered burnt offerings and peace offerings before the Lord.  (27) And the sons of Israel inquired of the Lord.” [Finally!  What do you see?  You see them doing what they should do when they sin.  You see them weeping; you see them fasting; you see them sacrificing; you see them inquiring of God.  Then the battle is changed.   But what happens as a result of all of this?]

I went to see “Black Hawk Down”.  It is bloody, and they say it is a true event.   They say it is true.  We lost 19 men, and it was a tragedy.  It is always a tragedy if you lose even one.  But what did they lose here?  They lost 26,700 men.  They make a vow.  They make a stupid vow.  And when they make that stupid vow, then they are going to keep a stupid vow, and in the process what are they going to do?  They are going to kill a bunch of other people.  They are going to go in, and they are going to kill the men that they have found in the congregation, or going in and striking the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead with the edge of the sword, with the women and the little ones.  They are doing that so that they destroy the people, so that eventually they can right this wrong and have the tribe of Benjamin be able to marry girls.  And that is what you see in Judges, Chapter 21.  There is a feast at Shiloh.  They go up, and they get their brides there.  (If you don’t know what I am saying and understand it all, it is because you haven’t read it--and you need to read it.)  But listen to me, what is the bottom line?  They get in a mess, and they try to get out of their mess in any way other than in a biblical way.  Judges 21:25, “In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own eyes.” 

What does God want you to understand at the end of this book?  What does He want you to understand?  He wants you to understand the times, beloved.  He wants you to understand the times.  He wants you to understand the culture of that day, and how they got in that mess.  Now listen, do you know what we are living in now?  Do you know what the word is?  We are living in post-modern times.  “Post” means it comes after the modern times.  In modern times, it was all “the mind.”  It was the rationale of the mind.  It was science.  These were our gods.  We think, we have logic, and we can reason things out.  We look at science, and science is god.   We move over and turn away from the word of God.  But listen, we now live in a different time.  We live in a post-modern time.  In post-modern time they are not impressed with reason and logic.  You need to understand the times.  They disdain authority.  Post-modernism, and this is our time, and you look at the culture and they disdain authority.  We have moved from the importance of the family unit now to the individual.  The family unit is no longer important.  We can walk away from our family.  We can divorce it.  We can leave our kids.  Why?  Because we are in post-modern times and the family is not important, and authority is not important.  So we have come down to our own way, and we have left the family unit, and the individual is the one who determines what is right in his own eyes.  So you see that Micah can have his own priest, because that is what is right in his own eyes.  He can have his own brand, so to speak, of religion.  In post-modern times there is no such thing as absolute truth; rather it is what the individual perceives.  There are no absolutes; there is no black and white, everything is gray.  It is what the individual perceives.  We invent, in post-modern times, new realities.  Any belief system that you have is only for the benefit of society.  Any belief system is only for the benefit of society.  In post-modern times, if you take a book that I write, it doesn’t matter what my intention, what my purpose or anything was, because it is how the individual views it.  Maybe today this way, maybe tomorrow that way.  

So how are they going to look at the word of God?  That’s just the way you view it.  You are welcome to view it that way, but I am a homosexual, or I am lesbian, or I am an adulteress, and it is all right for me to live in these life styles, and God is perfectly happy with that.  That is not what the word of God means.  So they sit in judgment on the author.  Post-modernism deconstructs.  They move to their own interpretation.  There is no relationship between the past, the present, and the future.  Where is history?  It is out the door.  Remember the movie, “The Beautiful Mind,” that I told you about?  I am watching that, and I am thinking it is accurate.  It is not accurate.  It is not true to his life.  It is not true to his life, because whoever wrote it and put that movie together had their own message, and they violated the accuracy and the history and the authenticity of Nash’s life.  That’s the times we are living in.  We need to understand that.  There is no relationship between the past, the present, and the future.  They disconnect experiences, and they do not relate to one another.  

What was the problem with Israel later on?  Israel did not consider the future.  They lived for the moment.  In post-modernism all cultures are acceptable.  So this culture was acceptable to those in those days because every man did what was right in his own eyes.  I want to ask you a question.  What does our culture need?  Beloved, our culture needs a king.  It needs King Jesus to rule over us.  Until then, we are to be God’s deliverers, to introduce the culture to the truth of the word of God.  That’s what it is all about.  We are not to do what is right in our own eyes.  We are to do what is right in the eyes of God.  It is not the culture.  It is the truth.  It is the word of God.  

Now let me show it to you.  Let me take you there.  When you look at post-modernism, which are the times you and I are living, how are we to live in these times?  What are you and I to do?  #1 - You need to pray.  You need to pray everyday when you get up.  You need to commit that day to God.  You need to commit your day to God.  You need to ask God to direct your steps.  Steps of a righteous man are, what?  Ordered by the Lord.  “A man’s goings are of the Lord; how then can a man understand his way?”  So you get up, you commit each day to the Lord, you ask Him to direct your steps, and you tell Him, “God, I will live like Jesus.  The words that Jesus spoke, I will speak, even in a culture that doesn’t want to hear them does not believe them, and the works that Jesus did are the works that I will do.”  So that is how you begin your day.  You begin your day by committing your way unto the Lord, by telling Him that the words you are going to speak are going to be His words, and the works that you are going to do are His works.  You understand the culture; you understand the times, and you realize that God has brought you to the kingdom for such a time as this.  He has raised you up in your place as His deliverer for this hour.

#2 - You remember you are in the world, but you are not of the world.  You are in the world, but you are not of the world.  In John 17, what does Jesus pray for his own?  He says, (15) “I do not ask.You to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one. (16) They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.” [Then what does He say?] (17) “Sanctify them in the truth; Thy word is truth. (18) As Thou didst send Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world.” [Now listen very carefully.  When you realize this, when you realize that you are in the world, but not of the world, then what is the next thing you are going to do?  Day by day you are going to sanctify yourself in the truth.  You are going to sanctify yourself by getting in His word.  He says, “Father, sanctify them through Thy truth.”  That is why we do Precept Upon Precept.

#3 -You are going to listen to those that God brings your way.  You have asked God to direct your steps.  Listen, you have the truth, you have been sent into the world, you are His messenger, and you are His deliverer, so you listen to those that God brings your way.  You just don’t hit them with the gospel immediately.  You listen to them.  You figure out where they are.  You don’t give them a monologue.  You give them a dialogue, because they are not going with reason anymore.  They are not going with logic anymore, because they disdain authority, and they disdain the word of God.  They disdain absolutes, so you let them talk.  You listen to them, and then you give them truth.  Then you whip out that sword.  But listen, you don’t whip out the sword until they see you do this with the sword.  Kiss the sword.  What do I mean by kissing the sword?  I mean you are going to live by the sword.  They are going to see that your life is different.  If your life is not different, then you have nothing to say to them that they want to hear, because they don’t see anything different.  

#4 - You need to reach and teach those in the church the truth, because a lot of people in the church do not know the truth.  Take the 40 Minute Bible studies.  Take this Bible study. Take it.  If they won’t do this, take the International Inductive Study Series.  And take them through Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua and Judges.  Equip the church in the truth, so that they understand the times, and they know how the truth goes.

#5 – Finally, you need to love God with all of your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength, because you have installed Jesus as King of Kings in your life.  You know who He is, and you are not going to do what’s right in your own eyes.  You know that you have been brought to the kingdom for such a time as this.  God has raised you up; now do what God has called you to do.  Do what He has called you to do.  Understand the times.  Understand the times, and know how to live in this culture.  And it’s by every word that comes out of the mouth of God.
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