JUDGES – LESSON 6
“Beware of Being Weary”
Kay Arthur, Teacher

Oh, man of faith, oh, woman of faith, beware of being weary.  Beware of being weary in your walk with the Lord, in the work of God, in your commitment to the Lord.  You know people that were walking with the Lord, that were serving the Lord, people that were on fire for the Lord, people who were being used by the Lord.  And then, all of a sudden, what did you hear?  You heard that they had walked away from the Lord.  You heard they had gotten into sin.  As I stand here on this platform, people’s faces go through my mind.  I can think of one girl, absolutely gorgeous with beautiful red hair, who went to church where I went years ago here in Chattanooga, Tennessee.  She would come up to me, and we would share the things of the Lord.  She was so excited.  She came to Bible study, and there was just an enthusiasm for the Lord.  Then not too long after that, she walked away from a husband that adored her.  She went into a life style of immorality.  She ended up working in bars.  This was a woman who had so very much going for her.  She became weary.  Beware of becoming weary.  That’s the message that God has laid on my heart as we look at the life of Samson.  


Samson was a man of faith.  He is a hero of so many children’s books.  I bet, when you were younger, that you read Bible story books about Samson.  You saw him standing there with all those bulging muscles and everything; you saw him ripping a lion apart; you saw him carrying a great big gate on top of his head.  He was a hero.  You know what, he is a hero.  I think that, when we look at him, we have to remember what God calls him.  I want you to go to Hebrews 11:32, as he is wrapping up this awesome, awesome chapter that talks about living by faith, a chapter that tell us that “without faith it is impossible to please God, and those who come to God, must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.”  

Hebrews11:32 says, “And what more shall I say?  For time will fail me if I tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets, (33) who by faith conquered kingdoms, performed acts of righteousness, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, (34 quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, from weakness were made strong, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight.  (35) Women received back their dead by resurrection;” [Then He moves to another category, a category of people that looked like they were totally defeated.] “and others were tortured, not accepting their release, in order that they might obtain a better resurrection; (36) and others experienced mocking and scourging, yes, also chains and imprisonment. (37) They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were tempted, they were put to death with the sword; they went about in sheepskins, in goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, ill-treated,” [Now listen to what He has to say about those..] “(men of whom the world was not worthy)…”  

I am going to tell you about one of those men, not one of the men written here, but one of the men of modern days.  “men of whom the world was not worthy), wandering in deserts and mountains and caves and holes in the ground.  (39) And all these, having gained approval through their faith.”  [What is God’s final word on Samson?  “He gained approval through his faith.”  Samson is listed among the heroes of faith.  So as we look at his life, we have to look at it through God’s glasses, through God’s lenses.  Yes, Samson failed, but he was still called a man of faith, and there is hope for us in that.]

I want us to look at Samson.  Go to Judges 13.  Samson was a man called from birth to be a judge.  It is awesome, because no other judge in the book of Judges has this long description of how this person was born.   We know that Jephthah was a son of a harlot, but that is all they tell.  But here we find the angel of the Lord himself appearing to Samson’s parents who live in Zorah.  Now come to me to the map.  Zorah is northwest of Jerusalem.  So the life of Samson is going to take place in this area, all the way down to Hebron.  So this is the area that we are looking at for this period of Samson’s life.  In Judges 13, the angel appears to Manoah and his wife, a woman that is barren, a woman that has no children.  We have seen this before.  We have seen the angel of the Lord appearing to a woman who was barren, a woman who had no children, and promising her and her husband that through him and through their seed all the nations of the earth would be blessed.  In what book do we see that?  Genesis.  What persons was that?  Abraham and Sarah.  

So here is the angel of the Lord, appearing to them again.  Judges 13:3 “Then the angel of the LORD appeared to the woman and said to her, ‘Behold now, you are barren and have borne no children, but you shall conceive and give birth to a son. (4) Now therefore, be careful not to drink wine or strong drink, nor eat any unclean thing. (5) For behold, you shall conceive and give birth to a son,” [No sonograms or any of these other things that we see now to tell us whether it will be a boy or a girl.  This is a pronouncement from God.] “‘For behold, you shall conceive and give birth to a son, and no razor shall come upon his head, for the boy shall be a Nazirite to God from the womb; (this is what I want you to see.) ‘and he shall begin (“begin” is very important.  It’s not that he is going to deliver, but he is going to begin) to deliver Israel from the hands of the Philistines.” [So from before his birth, he was named to be a judge of Israel.  He was going to begin to deliver Israel from the hands of the Philistines.  We know that the judges were raised up by the Lord.  Judges 2 tells us that. 

Judges 13:6.  “Then the woman came and told her husband, saying, ‘A man of God came to me and his appearance was like the appearance of the angel of God, very awesome.’” [We know from studying this chapter that later on that when Manoah asked him his name, he said, “It is “Wonderful”.  His name is Wonderful.  We go back and we think about Isaiah 9:6, where it says a virgin shall conceive and shall give birth to a child, and his name shall be called Mighty God, Wonderful Counselor, etc.  So this is what we see here.  We see that he was a man called from birth to be a judge.  We see that he was consecrated from birth, because this woman is told by the angel that she is not allowed to drink any wine, she is not allowed to touch anything from the vine, because she is going to give birth to this boy, and what is he going to be?  A Nazirite, a Nazirite from birth.


Go to Numbers 6, and I want you to see something about this Nazarite, although you have looked at it.  There is one thing that I want us to pick up and understand.  When you go through, and most of us have studied Numbers together, but when we went through that book, one of the key words that we marked in this chapter that talks all about the vow of a Nazarite, was the word “separation.”  (6:2) “Speak to the sons of Israel and say to them, ‘When a man or woman makes a special vow, the vow of a Nazirite, to dedicate himself to the Lord, (3) he shall abstain from wine and strong drink; he shall drink no vinegar, whether made from wine or strong drink, neither shall he drink any grape juice, nor eat fresh or dried grapes. (4) All the days of his separation. [This is a key word, and what I want you to see and understand was this man of faith that was raised up by God as a judge to begin to deliver Israel form the Philistines was a man that was appointed by God from his mother’s womb, and was to be a perpetual Nazirite.


Now we know from studying this chapter that this was a vow that you would take for a certain amount of time.  After that vow was complete (one of the things a Nazirite was not allowed to do was cut his hair), then he would cut  his hair off, and he would take that hair and he would burn it in a ceremonial way to the Lord.  You see that in v.18. “The Nazirite shall then shave his dedicated head of hair at the doorway of the tent of meeting, and take the dedicated hair of his head and put it on the fire which is under the sacrifice of peace offerings.” (21) “This is the law of the Nazirite who vows his offering to the Lord according to his separation,” [There’s that word again.] “in addition to what else he can afford; according to his vow which he takes, so he shall do according to the law of his separation.” [What I want you to see is here is a man of faith.  Our theme is this, beware of being weary; beware of being weary.  This was a vow that Samson would keep all of his life.  It was different than the normal Nazirite vow.  He would never cut his hair.  He would always be separate.  He would always stay away from wine.  He would never go near a dead person.  Now look, it is a dead person.


Go back and look at Numbers 6:6.  “All the days of his separation to the Lord he shall not go near to a dead person.” The word here for “person” is nephesh.  That means “soul.”  If you take time and go to Leviticus 21:10-11, you would see that the high priest had the same restrictions on him.  He was not allowed (and this is very important) to go near to a dead person.  As a matter of fact, when you took the vow of a Nazirite, if you got close to a dead person, you had to stop and cut off you hair.  It is talking about a person; it is not talking about an animal.  I want you to understand that, because some people think that Samson broke his vow when he tore the lion in two, when he touched the dead lion and got honey out.  They think, “Oh, he broke the vow.”  He did not break the vow.  It had to do with a dead person (a dead soul), not a dead animal.  And the same for the priest, because the priest dealt with dead animals all the time because they were constantly making sacrifices.  

This is the law of the Nazirite.  The law of the Nazirite is nothing from the vine; the law of the Nazirite is no hair cut; the law of the Nazirite is that he shall not go near a dead person.  The fourth law of the Nazirite is in v. 8.  It says, “All the days of his separation he is holy to the LORD.”  So he is separated; he is consecrated.  He is separated under God for life.  Now look, when we look at Samson, I want us to look at us, because the things that were written beforehand were written for our learning, for our knowledge, for our instruction.  So I want to ask you, who are you?  Who are you?  How does your life parallel with the beginning of Samson’s life?  As Samson was called from his birth, so are you and I are called from our birth.  We are called from our spiritual birth.  Now I believe we are called, in the sovereignty of God, when God places us in our mother’s womb.  But when you look at John 15:16, what does it say?  Jesus says, “You did not choose Me; I chose you.”  And when He chose us, what did He choose us for?  He says, “I chose you, and I appointed (ordained you), that you should go and bear fruit.”  Did you know that God has a plan for your life, and He has a task for you to do?  He wants you to go, and He wants you to bear fruit.  He says,

“and your fruit shall remain, and whatever you ask in My name I will do it.”  

Do you see that in Samson’s life?  Yes, you see Samson calling upon the Lord after he has killed a thousand Philistines, and he is about to die of thirst.  You can imagine, after killing a thousand people with the jaw bone of an ass, that you would be plain worn out, and you have lost a lot of sweat.  He calls to the Lord, and the Lord splits this open, and gives him water and leaves that water there as a well, as a testimony of the fact that this is a man of God.  He is separated unto God, he belongs to God, he is consecrated to God, and because of that he has the right to call upon God, and God will hear and answer.  You and I are the same thing.  We didn’t choose Him, He choose us.  What are we?  Ephesians 2:8-9, we know, “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; (9) not as a result of works, that no one should boast.”  Then what does verse 10 say?  “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we would walk in them.”  

So here is a man of faith.  Here is a person that is set apart by God.  Now I want to ask you a question.  Are you a man of faith?  Are you a woman of faith?  Then you are consecrated by God.  You are not under the vow of a Nazirite, rather you are called a Christian, a follower of Jesus Christ, and God has a plan for your life.  God has a work for every single one of you to do.  Now Samson’s work was not very wide spread.  Samson lived and worked right in this area.  You see Zorah, Ekron, Timnah, Gaza, Hebron.  You see those names mentioned in the life of Samson.  He didn’t go very far.  Yet, here we read about him in our children’s story books because he was a man of faith.  God has the same calling on your life.  You are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works that He has ordained for you to walk in.


What is the next thing we see about Samson?  Let’s go back to Judges.  One of the things that we see mentioned so many times (I put this in your homework) is what would come upon him, what would come upon him that gave him strength.  The Spirit of the Lord.  We saw that he had the Spirit of the Lord on him.  It was the Spirit of the Lord that gave him his power.  He lost his power when his hair was cut, but when he regained his power, was when he cried to the Lord, and he brought death to his enemies at the end of his life.  What I want you to see is that the Spirit of the Lord is upon him


Look at Judges 13:24.  “Then the woman gave birth to a son and named him Samson; and the child grew up and the Lord blessed him. (25) And he Spirit of the Lord began to stir him…” [So here is the Spirit of the Lord moving in his life.]  Now we have to remember that these are Old Testament days.  In Old Testament days the Spirit of God would come and leave.  The Spirit of God did not indwell people until after Jesus Christ.  Jesus Christ left in order that the Spirit might come and indwell us.  But in the Old Testament times the Spirit of the Lord would come and go.  

Look at 14:6, and what do you see?  You see the Spirit of the Lord coming upon him, and what is he doing?  He tears this lion as one would tear a kid.  I want you to see that his strength is not in his hair.  His strength is in the Lord.  His strength is in his commitment to the Lord.  The hair is a sign of his consecration.  It is a sign of his vow.  You say, “But when Delilah cut it, he lost his strength.”  Yes, but that was because the vow was broken.  That’s because the vow was broken.  I want you to see that when you look at him, he is a man that is moving in the power of the Spirit of God.


Go down to v. 19.  After his wedding to the woman at Timnah, to the Philistine woman at Timnah.  (19) “Then the Spirit of the LORD came upon him mightily, and he went down to Ashkelon and killed thirty of them (the Philistines) and took their spoil; and gave the changes of clothes to those who told the riddle.” [So here is the Spirit of the Lord on him that enabled him to kill the enemy.]  You look on, and you see in 15:14, “When he came to Lehi, the Philistines shouted as they met him.”  [The Jews had bound him in these ropes, and these are thousands of men that are coming against him.] “the Philistines shouted as they met him. And the Spirit of the Lord came upon him mightily so that the ropes that were on his arms were as flax that is burned with fire, and his bonds dropped from his hands.” [I want you to see that it isn’t that they are coming against him, or because he swishes his hair that the bonds break off.  It’s not that.  It is the Spirit of the Lord coming upon him.  Now listen, O man of faith; listen, O woman of faith, you have the Spirit of the Lord indwelling you.]

Look at Acts 1, because I want you to understand all this, because I want you to see that here was a man that was a great man of faith.  Here was a man mightily, mightily used of God.  We look at him and we stand in awe.  You know what?  God wants you to be a man of faith/a woman of faith just like Samson was.  God wants you, in a sense, to have that vow of separation, that consecration that Samson had as a vow of a Nazirite.  In Acts 1, Jesus is getting ready to leave.  He is with his disciples.  He has been resurrected from the dead.  He has been teaching them for forty days, speaking of the things of the kingdom of God.  Then he tells them in (1:4) “…to wait for what the Father had promised, ‘Which,’ He said, ‘you heard of from Me; (5) for John baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.’ (6) And so when they had come together, they were asking Him, saying, ‘Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the kingdom to Israel?’ (7) He said to them, ‘It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority; but you will receive power  when the Holy Spirit comes upon you;’”  [Listen, the Holy Spirit indwelling you and me, just like the Spirit of God came upon Samson, gives us our power.  It gives us our power.]


Look at I Corinthians 12:13.  But you say, “I haven’t been baptized by the Holy Spirit.”  Well listen, if you haven’t been baptized by the Holy Spirit, you need to get saved, because that is what salvation is--it’s the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  (13) “For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.” [The same Spirit of the Lord that came upon Samson is the same Spirit that indwells in us.]  

Look at 1 Corinthians 6:19. “Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you…you are not your own?  (20) For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.” [Now let me ask you a question.  Where is the Holy Spirit, according to this?  What’s the temple?  The temple is your body, and the Holy Spirit indwells you.  This is the sign that you are truly a child of God.  In Romans 8, it says, “If any man has not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His.” [So the same Spirit upon Samson is the same Spirit upon you.] 

So we see who Samson was.  We see he had the Spirit of God.  We see that the Spirit of God was on him until when?  Go to Judges 16:20.  In chapter 16, he has met Delilah.  He has fallen in love with this woman.  He is so in love with this woman that he eventually becomes weary by her.  Beware of being weary.  She wears him down.  She wears him down.  “Tell me, what is the source of your strength?”  He tells her all these little stories, and none of them are true.  But eventually, this is what he does.  He says then in16:16, “It came about when she pressed him daily with her words and urged him, that his soul was annoyed to death.” He was weary; he was worn out; he was tired of it.  Be wary of being weary.  Be wary of being tired.  Be wary of people who are going to come against you, and people who are going to wear you down.  Beware of wrong company.  1 Corinthians 15:33 says, “Evil companions corrupt good morals.”  

Samson was where he should not have been, and this is the first chapter in Samson’s account.  In Chapter 13, we have his birth; in Chapter 14, we have his marriage, a marriage to a Philistine woman, but a marriage that is of God, because God wanted an occasion against the Philistines.  In Chapter 15, we have his victories over his enemies.  But what happens in Chapter 16?  In the first part of the chapter, he goes into a harlot that is living in Gaza.  That’s where the PLO is now.  You hear about Gaza on television all the time.  It is one of their headquarters, as Gaza was a chief city of the Philistines in those days.  So he goes there into a harlot.  What is happening?  


So the next thing you see (and the rest of the chapter) takes you right into that famous story.  When we think of Samson, what do we think of?  We think of his strength, and we think of his hair cut, don’t we?  Hollywood makes movies about Samson and Delilah.  He becomes weary.  Here is a man of faith, and I want you to see this and understand it, this is a man of faith.  God says he is a man of faith.  This is a man that was ordained by God.  This is a man that is consecrated by God from the womb, and is to remain consecrated to God.  This is a man that God raised up with a purpose of beginning to judge Israel, to begin to deliver Israel from the hands of the Philistines that had been their enemies for forty years--longer than any others in the book of Judges.  This is this man, and now he is weary, worn down by a woman.  Being weary and being tired of it all, he lets her know the source of his strength.  

Listen to what he says in 16:1.  “And it came about when she pressed him daily with her words and urged him, that his soul was annoyed to death (or impatient to the point of death). (17) So he told her all that was in his heart and said to her, ‘A razor has never come on my head, for I have been a Nazirite to God from my mother’s womb.  If I am shaved, then my strength will leave me and I will become weak and be like any other man.’” [Weak because he lost his hair?  No, weak because he has broken his vow.  The people that I have seen that ran well… Paul said you did run well, who broke your stride?  Who broke your stride?  Who kept you from going across that finish line?  Who kept you from breaking that tape?  Who kept you from the prize of your high calling?  He was running well until this point.  Then what did he do?  He violated his vow.  He was a Nazirite.] (17) “So he told her all that was in his heart and said to her, ‘A razor has never come on my head, for I have been a Nazirite to God from my mother’s womb.  If I am shaved, then my strength will leave me.’” [A Nazirite was what type of person?  A separated person.  What are you to be?  You are to be separate.]

Look at 2 Corinthians 6.  Here is a warning that you and I need to listen to and need to heed very, very carefully.  (14) “Do not be bound together with unbelievers.” [You say, “He was bound together with the woman from Timnah that he married.”  Yes, he was.  I don’t understand it all, but I do know this, that the Scripture said (when his parents opposed this marriage) that it was of the Lord--because the Lord was seeking an occasion against the Philistines.  And he was going to use Samson to begin to deliver Israel.  But is Delilah of the Lord?  No.  It doesn’t say that he married her.  Was the harlot of the Lord?  No, because he was committing adultery.  So he was where he should not have been.  He was in the midst of unbelievers, and those unbelievers were out to get him.  

Now listen to me very carefully, I am in the world, but I am not to be part of the world.  I am not to come down here; and I am to stand in the world.  I am to be salt; I am to be light, and I am to be a witness.  I am to do the job that God has given me, and that job is delivering others, that job is rescuing others, bringing them out of the world and introducing them to our God.  I am never, never to sit down over here with the world with the intention of being part of the world.  I am not to be bound together; I am here to rescue the perishing, to give the gospel to all that will listen to me, but I am not to be part of the world.  

In this relationship, he was binding himself together with an unbeliever.  God says that we are not to do that.  He says in 2 Corinthians 6:14, “Do not be bound with unbelievers; for what partnership have righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with darkness?  (15) Or what harmony has Christ with Belial, or what has a believer in common with an unbeliever?” [What has an Israelite in common with a Philistine?  What was he supposed to do with the Philistines?  The Philistines should have been put to death.] So he says, “What harmony has Christ with Belial?” [Samson belonged to the one and true living God.  Here was a woman that he was in love with that worshipped Dagon and Ashtaroth, false gods.  What has that in common?  

What do you and I have in common with the world that worships the god of this world, the prince of this world, Satan, who is a murderer and liar, who abides not in the truth.]  He says, “What has a believer in common with an unbeliever?  (16) What agreement has the temple of God (and we are the temple of God, because the Spirit of God is in us, so we are the temple of God) with idols?  What agreement has the temple of God with idols?  For we are the temple of the living God; just as God said, ‘I will dwell in them and walk among them; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.  Therefore, come out of their midst and be you separate’, says the Lord.” 

What does the vow of the Nazirite do?  It brings a separation.  What does Christianity do?  It brings a separation.  I want you to know that the woman I told you about at the beginning became weary.  Maybe one of you that I am talking to, you are weary in your marriage, you are weary of being single and being a virgin.  You have been serving the Lord, and you are weary in it, and along comes temptation.  Don’t be weary; beware of being weary.  Because if you are not careful, you will find yourself, so to speak, with your head shaved.  You will find yourself in the same condition that Samson found himself in.  (We will look at that in just a moment.)  Beware of being weary.  Have you got it?  Beware of getting too tired.  Beware of the company that you keep.  When they start to entice you, when they start to influence you, when you start to let standards go, when you start to compromise, you are headed the same place Samson was headed and Samson ended up.  You beware of being weary.  And this is what happened to him.

I want you to go back to Judges.  The next thing I want you to see is this.  Samson lived in times of the enemies’ triumph.  Samson lived in times when the enemy was thriving.  It was not popular to be an Israelite in those days.  Is it popular to be a Christian today?  No.  Does the enemy seem to be triumphing?  Yes.  And how do you know?  You look at the morals of the United States of America, and that’s how you know.  As I wrote my book, Sex According to God, I became aware of all that is going on.  I am telling you I am just horrified, absolutely horrified.  After spending all that time writing that book and looking at everything that God has to say about sex, I see how far we have gone, how far we have degenerated.  It is like I am more conscious, and I am more aware of the power of sexual sin.  And you see it in the life of Samson.  He lived in the days if the enemies’ triumph.  He lived in Zorah.  Now Zorah was a dividing line between the Israelites and the Philistines, so he lived right on the border.  He lived right there in the midst of all of this.

Now who were the Philistines?  Let me explain it carefully.  They were the ones who had the longest oppression over the Israelites.  It was forty years.  These were immigrants that sailed across this Mediterranean Sea, and landed here.  Gaza was one of their main cities.  They were immigrants; they were not born in that area.  They were descendants of Ham.  In Genesis 10:14 you see that they were descendants of Ham.  They worshipped Dagon (you can see this in Judges 16 and 1 Samuel 5) and they worshipped Ashtaroth (and you can see this in 1Samuel 31:10).  They were not conquered under Joshua.  Now remember, they were to get rid of all these enemies, but they did not get rid of the Philistines, so the Philistines were a thorn in their flesh.  These were people that had learned how to smelt iron, so they cast their swords in iron.  Now you take an iron sword and you go against a bronze sword of the Israelite, for the Israelite’s did not know how to smelt iron, and you take iron up against bronze, and the iron is going to take off the bronze.  You see that.  

Samson lived as a judge between two battles with the Philistines.  I want to show you those two battles.  The first one was the battle of Aphek, and that is the battle that is talked about in 1 Samuel.  When you go into 1 Samuel, you are still in the days of the judges, because Samuel was a judge.  He was also a prophet.  When you go to 1 Samuel 7 (now the battle was before this), this is what you see.  (1) “And the men of Kiriath-jearim came and took the ark of the Lord and brought it into the house of Abinadab on the hill, and consecrated Eleazar his son to keep the ark of the Lord. (2) And it came about from the day that the ark remained at Kiriath-jearim, the time was long, for it was twenty years; and all the house of Israel lamented after the Lord.” [That was the twenty years that Samson was the judge.  Samson was the judge, and two years after he became the judge, Samuel was born.  But Samuel is not yet in power.]  

This ark was taken during the battle in 1 Samuel 4.  Eli is the priest at Shiloh.  When you come down to 1 Samuel 4, they come and bring him the new of the defeat.  (17) “Then the one who brought the news replied, ‘Israel has fled before the Philistines and there has also been a great slaughter among the people, and your two sons also, Hophni and Phinehas, are dead, and the ark of God, has been taken.” [So this is the time he is living.  When you go to 1 Samuel 7:6, you have the children of Israel, under Samuel, gathering together at Mizpah.  They fast before the LORD, they confessed their sin, they go against the Philistines, and they defeat the Philistines.  So Samson is living between the battle of Aphek and the battle of Mizpah.  Do you have that?  He is judging during that time.  This is when he began to deliver.]  

What was Samson’s role?  Obviously, he didn’t deliver in these battles.  Samson was like a detractor.  He was like a sniper.  There are snipers in battle, and they keep bringing down people.  So everybody’s attention is on finding the sniper.  So he was like a detractor, and he kept the Philistines busy.  They were trying to get rid of Samson.  We know they had tried to get him the whole time he judged Israel, because when you go to Judges 16, you find them in v. 5, still plotting to get Samson.   (5) “And the lords of the Philistines came up to her, and said to her (Delilah), ‘Entice him, and see where his great strength lies and how we may overpower him that we may bind him to afflict him.’” [Now why they were still interested in that?  Because he was still tormenting them.  I mean if they had forgotten him a long time ago, and he was doing nothing while he judged Israel, they would not be out to get him.  But they are out to get him, so you find him as a detractor.]  

Listen to me very carefully.  The enemy without was what Samson physically battled.  Why did he lose the battle with the enemy out here?  Because he never conquered the battle of the enemy within, in here.  What was Sampson’s weakness?  Women.  You see him as he goes down to Timnah, and sees this woman.  He says to his parents, “Get me that woman.”  In Judges 16, he goes down to Gaza.  He sees a harlot.  He sleeps with the harlot.  He gets up at midnight, walks out, takes the gates of the city on his head, because they had plotted to kill him, and they think, “Wow, we’re not going after that man.”  Then he meets Delilah.  Now listen, beware of growing weary, and beware of the enemy within.  If you don’t conquer the enemy within, whatever your besetting sin is, what does Hebrews say?  “Laying aside every what sin which does so easily beset us; and laying aside every weight and every sin that comes against us, then run the race that is set before you with perseverance.”  So he never conquered the enemy within.  

I don’t know what your enemy within is.  I don’t know what your weakness is.  I don’t know if it’s the lust of the eyes.  I don’t know if it’s the lust of the flesh.  I don’t know if it is pride of life.  I don’t know if it is material things.  I don’t know if it is wanting to be promoted, or wanting to be noticed.  I don’t know if it’s because all your life you have felt rejected, and now you must be acclaimed.  I don’t know what it is, but I can tell you this--if you don’t conquer the enemy within with the word of God, the enemy without is going to get you.  

What was this to be for Samson?  When you know that you have an enemy within, and you are fighting an enemy without, and you are getting weary, what are you to do?  You are to have a time of vigilance.  A time of vigilance.  You need to be careful.  Look at 1 Peter 5:8.  “Be of sober spirit,” [Constantly in the epistles they are saying, “Be sober, be sober.”  That means, “Keep your mind under control.”]  “Be of sober spirit, be on the alert.  Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.  (9) But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same experiences of suffering are being accomplished by your brethren who are in the world.”  

Listen, we all have enemies within.  We all have enemies without.  We are all going to suffer.  We need to be careful, because the devil is going around like a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour.  But listen, if you have the Spirit of God inside you, you can tear that roaring lion just like Samson tore the roaring lion.  You can have victory through the Spirit.  So you need to be careful.  Go through Revelation 2 and Revelation 3, and look at his words, his words of exhortation to the church, and you will understand what God says to you about being vigilant, about overcoming, about not giving in to the flesh, about being faithful until death, about knowing that the enemy is going to try you and test you, but you are to be faithful until death.

The next thing I want you to see about Samson is this.  Samson was humiliated by sin.  Samson was humiliated by sin, and so was his God.  I want you go to Judges 16:2.   This was after she cut off his hair. (20) “And she said, ‘The Philistines are upon you, Samson!’  And he awoke from his sleep and said, ‘I will go out as other times and shake myself free.’”  [But he did not know that his hair had been cut.  He had broken his vow.] “But he did not know that the Lord had departed from him.  (21) Then the Philistines seized him and gouged out his eyes;” [Now listen, what was part of Samson’s problem?  His eyes; it was his eyes.  He saw, and he desired.  And now the enemy comes and gouges out his eyes.  What does Matthew tell us?  Matthew tells us that if your eye is leading you into adultery, you would be better off removing that eye than having two eyes to cast you into hell.  In other words, you have to deal with the enemy.  Well, the enemy gouged out his eyes.] “and they brought him down to Gaza and bound him with bronze chains, and he was a grinder in the prison.” [Samson was humiliated by sin.  Where do you find him?  You find him blind; you find Him grinding; and you find him bound in chains.  You find this man blinded by the enemy, bound by the enemy, and you find him grinding for the enemy, working for the enemy.  

Then what do you see happening?  (23) “Now the lords of the Philistines assembled to offer a great sacrifice to Dagon their god, and to rejoice, for they said, ‘Our god has given Samson our enemy into our hands.’” [Our god has given Samson our enemy into our hands?  No, he became weary; this man of faith became weary, and in his weariness, he gave himself into the hands of the enemy.  It was not Dagon; it was him.  It was his choice.  Beware, beloved, of being weary.  Beware, and know this, that just as they were praising God in David’s day, when David sinned, what happened?  He said, “You have given the enemies of God an opportunity to blaspheme the name of God.”  My friend that walked away from the Lord gave the enemies of God reason to blaspheme God.  Beware of being weary.  Beware of it.  Remember, precious one, that you are called to a life of consecration.  

What do you see with him?  You see him triumphing in the end.  You see it, and I think this is why he is called a man of faith.  Now listen very carefully, he did not give up.  He did not quit.  Here he is in prison, his hair is growing again, and they bring him to this Philistine party.  They are praising their god; they are making sport of Samson.  What does Samson do?  Samson cries out to God.  He gets his hands on those pillars that supports that house, and (28) “Then Samson called to the Lord and said, ‘ Lord God, please remember me and please strengthen me just this time, O God, that I may at once be avenged of the Philistines for my two eyes.’” [What does he do?  He kills more Philistines in his death than he killed during his lifetime.  You see this man recovering; you see this man triumphing; you see this man willing to die.  
This is the way you and I are to live, and this is what will keep us from getting weary.  Galatians 2:20 says, “I am crucified with Christ; nevertheless I live, yet not I, but Christ in me.  The life I now live, I live by the faith of the Son of God who lived and died for me.”  [You and I, precious one, are to do the same thing.  When you think of Samson, think of being weary, and think of the enemy within.  Remember, if you are going to be victorious you have to conquer the enemy within, or the enemy without will trap you with the enemy within.  That is exactly how they trapped Samson.]

In 1555, Christians were being martyred at the stake.  It was England.  “Thomas,” his friend lowered his voice so as not to be heard by the guard, “I have to ask this favor.  I need to know if what others say about the grace of God is true.  Tomorrow they are going to burn you at the stake, Thomas.  If the pain is tolerable, if God’s grace is there, and your mind is still at peace at the way you walked with the Lord, then lift your hands above your head before you die.  Do it just before you die, because, Thomas, I have got to know if His grace is sufficient.”  Thomas Hawker whispered to his friend, “I will, I will.”  The next morning they bound Hawker to the stake, and the fire was lit.  The fire burned a long time, but Hawker remained motionless.  His skin was burned to a crisp, his fingers were burned off.  Everyone was watching, supposing he was dead.  Then suddenly, miraculously, Hawker took those arms and raised them triumphantly over his head.  Those fingers burned off, and he reached them up to the living God, and he clapped them three times-- and he died. 

Don’t be weary.  Don’t be weary, no matter what the fire, no matter what the trial, no matter what the temptation, beloved, endure, endure.  Embrace that cross and know this, that as Samson put his two hands around those pillars and brought them down and conquered the enemy, that you can stand triumphant, not weary, but triumphant, overcoming the enemy within, triumphing over the enemy without, with your hands in the air, the Father, the Son , the Holy Spirit.  We are free.  That is what we are supposed to be, and then we will know the victory that is ours in Christ Jesus.  Finish the race that you have begun.
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