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Lesson 5

JUDGES

Jephthah’s Vow
Did he …or didn’t he ???
	Daughter: Burnt Offering
(Killed or consumed by fire,

in order to make atonement)
	Daughter: Living Sacrifice
(Serve the Lord by never marrying, 

or having children)

	1. Jephthah knew it had to be a human sacrifice, because the sons of Israel did not keep animals in the house.
2. Jephthah was doing what was right in his own eyes. He did not know the Law and was influenced by the surrounding pagan culture.

3. According to Leviticus 27:28-29, if a man has devoted a man or animal (“under the ban”) to the Lord for destruction, he shall not sell or redeem it, but shall surely put him/it to death.
4. Later, King Saul made another foolish vow. He would have put his son Jonathan to death had the people not rescued this popular prince.(I Sam 14)

5. The yearly commemoration of this noble girl makes sense only if she died at the hands of her father. The view that she served at the sanctuary in lifelong ministry would not demand this kind of lamenting.
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	1. Iron Age houses stabled animals on a ground-level floor or in the courtyard. Jephthah had an animal sacrifice in mind when he made his vow. 

Besides, “Whatever comes out” is of the masculine gender.

2. He knew Israel’s history and Law. The burnt offering was to be from the herd or flock (Lev 1:2) Only a priest could sacrifice a burnt offering. The purpose of a burnt offering was to make atonement for sin. (Lev 22:17-25)  God’s Law forbids human sacrifice. The one who does it is detestable. (Deut 18:10)
3. All the wicked people and detestable things in Jericho were “under the ban”/ “devoted to the Lord” for destruction. Faithful Rahab and her family were spared from death.
4. A redemption price could be paid and a difficult vow could be redeemed, according to (Lev 27:1-4)If people knew that Jephthah was going to slay his daughter, they probably would have kidnapped the girl! Surely the story would have spread quickly during the 60 day waiting period.
5. It’s difficult to believe that the daughters of Israel would establish a custom to “celebrate” (not “lament” as in KJV) the awful sacrifice of a human being, but we can well understand that they would commemorate the devotion and obedience of Jephthah’s daughter. She deserves to stand with Isaac as a faithful child, who was willing to obey both father and God, no matter what the cost.5
6. If Jephthah were going to kill his daughter, he would want her home with himself and not running around on the mountains with her girlfriends. 
7. Furthermore, why would the girl lament her virginity if she expected to die? Of what significance is virginity if you’re heading for the grave?








