TODAY’S 
POST-MODERN CULTURE

Post-modern thought is a reaction to the disappointment that Science failed to supply in its answers and utopias. “Truth” depends on how individuals perceive a situation. “New Realities” are the basis for making decisions. Today’s mantras are along these lines:
Truth is relative. There is NO absolute truth. 
OK, that may be truth for you! 
Any claim to KNOW truth is considered by the listener to be an unwelcome imposition or “power play”. All cultures are acceptable. In fact, the truth claims of the “marginalized” (minority cultures, excluded from the Westernized culture politically, economically, or intellectually) are somehow given more validity. Beliefs must be beneficial for all society. “Historical Deconstructionists”--Historical accuracy is no longer important. Feel free to view history as YOU see it. Live for the moment. There is no relationship between the past, present, future. And every man did what was right in his own eyes.
Respect for the basic “family unit” has been replaced with “individualism”.  “Self” (the god of this age) is the center of life and personal meaning. Values are not seen as universal, but as individual preferences.    God is OK with my decisions.

As today’s generation is provided with so many more options and material “choices” than in earlier times, even churches feel compelled to compete in this “consumer culture”.

Because today’s high-tech world tends to isolate individuals from the “human element”, more and more people are hungry for the community of a small group environment, rather than the perceived emptiness of a large professional, institutional movement.
UNDERSTAND THE TIMES
God has brought you to the Kingdom for such a time as this…that you might DELIVER TRUTH
1. PRAY DAILY

Commit this day to the LORD - 
Ask Him to direct your steps—Walk like Jesus: my words, my actions
2. SANCTIFY MYSELF in HIS TRUTH (John 17)

Study God’s Word - Be “in the world”, but NOT “of the World

3. LISTEN to those God brings my way

Don’t hit them with gospel message right away - Dialog, NOT monologue:  Listen, then give God’s truth.
Is my life different enough from the world to give them a different perspective worth listening to?
4. TEACH those in the Church with TRUTH, so THEY can understand
5. Because Jesus is KING of my life, LOVE Him with ALL my heart, mind, and strength 
THIS is NOT Your Daddy’s WORLD
	MODERN Society
	POST-MODERN Society

	Industrial Age
	Technological Age

	Win/Lose positioning
	Win/Win positioning

	Control/ Order
	Chaos/ Ambiguity

	Success/ Materialism
	Significance/Quality

	Loyalty to Institutions
	Loyalty to Peer Group

	Centralized Power/ Corporate Authority
	Decentralized Power- Team Authority

	Truth: objective, absolute,
Based on Authoritative source
	Truth: Subjective, Relative, 
Based on Individual Experience

	Leadership determined by perceived character/ virtue
	Leadership determined by personality/ media image

	Personal Responsibility
	Victimization/ Blame

	Judeo-Christian religion dominates U.S
	Spiritual Pluralism dominates U. S.

	Sectarian
	Ecumenical

	Corporate
	Entrepreneurial

	Rigid structures
	Flexible structures

	Rules & Regulations
	Suggestion Boxes

	Tenure, Seniority, Longevity
	Performance Incentives/ Innovation

	American View
	Global Perspective

	Facts teach
	Experience is the only valid teacher


	MODERN Church
	POST-MODERN Church

	Services designed for those with previously bad/ boring experiences
	Services designed for those with NO previous church experience

	Starting point is with the Judeo-Christian worldview (Jewish synagogue, Acts 17:1-3)
	Starting point is the retelling of creation & origin of man & sin (Greek marketplace, Acts 17:22-34)

	The sermon is the focal point of the service
	The whole “experience” is focal point of the service.

	Message is primarily in lecture format
	Message is a mix of lecture, visuals, art, testimony, story, dance

	Biblical terms basically understood: like “gospel” and “Armageddon” don’t need much definition
	Biblical terms like “the gospel” and “Armageddon” need to be deconstructed and re-defined.

	Need to break stereotype of what “church” is
	Need to break stereotype of who Christians are

	Worldwide ecumenical movement
	Loose-knit networks of small groups,

 face-to-face relationships 


	Coming Church Changes?

	Services designed to be user-friendly & contemporary
	Services designed to be experiential /spiritual/mystical

	Crosses & symbols removed from church to eliminate looking too “religious”
	Crosses & symbols brought back into church to visually promote a sense of spiritual reverence

	Pews replaced with theater seats, focused on stage
	Tables set up, focused on “community”

	Sanctuary well lit, cheery
	Darkness valued as it displays a sense of spirituality

	Apologetic teaching: evidence/ proof
	Most effective apologetic: changed lives.


Precept Upon Precept


                   JUDGES








