Precepts Ministries with Kay Arthur

Joshua, Lesson 1

“Get a Grip”
How are you doing, my friend? Are you winning life’s battles or are you cowering in a corner, trembling and fearful? Do you feel absolutely defeated, like there are things that you ought to be doing, but you just can’t get them done? And you look at yourself and say, “Christianity has to be more than this.” I promise you, Christianity is more than this. We are about to look at an incredible book, the book of Joshua. It’s in the Old Testament and comes right after the Torah, the first five books of the Bible: after Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy. Joshua is a book of victory, of conquest, of winning by faith, a book that shows you how, through the examples of others, to possess your possessions.

As we study this book, what we’re going to see are, as the Bible says, things that were written beforehand  for our encouragement and instruction so that you and I might have these living examples to learn from on how we are to live as more than conquerors.

Joshua 1:1-5  – “Now it came to pass after the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, that the Lord spoke to Joshua the son of Nun, Moses' minister, saying, “Moses my servant is dead; now therefore arise, cross the Jordan, you and all this people, to the land which I am giving to them, to the children of Israel. Every place on which the sole of your foot treads, I have given it to you, just as I spoke to Moses. From the wilderness, and this Lebanon, even as far as the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, and as far as the great sea toward the setting of the sun, will be your territory. No man will be able to stand before you all the days of your life. Just as I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will not fail you or forsake you.”

In the first few verses, Moses is going to be front and center. It’s about his death, the servant of the Lord. (Mark after as a time phrase in verse 1 with a little clock so you can keep track of what is happening.) 

Then the land is described in verse 4. Their territory was to be all the way to the Euphrates River to East; to the West, the Mediterranean Sea; to the South, the wilderness; and to the North, Lebanon. Use your map in the lesson to see all of the boundaries of this land. He lays out the territory.

Joshua 1:5  – “No man will be able to stand before you all the days of your life.”
Stop and think of where Joshua was. He was the servant of Moses; he had been where Moses had been, done what Moses has done, but he had watched him. Moses had been the leader; Joshua had been the servant and now Moses was dead. The people thought that Moses was the one who would take them into the Promised Land. But, Moses was dead because of his disobedience in striking the rock a second time. He did not glorify God and therefore could not go into the Promised Land.

Now God said to Joshua, “No man will be able to stand before you all the days of your life…. I will be with you…. I will not fail you or forsake you.” 

Joshua, inside in his gut, probably to trembled and was probably fearful because he knew what was on the other side of the Jordan. It was occupied with the enemy and he knew that it was his task to lead all of these Jews who were with him. Irving Jensen thinks that there were about 2 million Jews. (If you take the men who were numbered in the book of Numbers as valiant warriors, approximately 607,000, [those who were 20 years old and above], the others who were under 20, the women (one woman for every man) and children, then you have a host of people.) He was about to lead this host of people over the Jordan at flood stage and defeat the enemy.

So, what did he need to know more than anything else? What do you and I need to know when we have an enemy facing us, when we are battling against a world system that is against us, which wants us to go home, shut the door behind us and stay inside, and shut out mouths? We live in a world, which is opposed to God. He wanted Joshua to know that no man will be able to stand before him all the days of his life. The enemy will go down, not being able to stand before Joshua. God says in Joshua 1:5:

“I WILL NOT FAIL YOU. I WILL NOT FORSAKE YOU!” What a promise! 

Do you know that that promise is as good as gold for you too?

Turn to Hebrews 13:5-6. The text is talking to people who are facing enemies and were having a difficult time, having their goods taken away from them, people who were being incarcerated and put in prison for the Gospel of Jesus Christ. “Let your character be free from the love of money, being content with what you have,” even though things are being taken away from you. Then Hebrews quotes Joshua:

Hebrews13:5b  – “I will not fail you or forsake you.” 

So, we may confidently say, “The Lord is my helper. I will not be afraid.” Man cannot do anything to me that God does not permit. That is our confidence. Go back to Joshua. Notice something important.

The word, fail, in Joshua 1:5 is raphah, which means to slacken.

God is saying, “I will not slacken with you. The word raphah is hard to describe or translate; it has to be translated according to the context. In Exodus 4:26, “So he let him go,” translates, “So he let him drop from him.” In other words, when he says, “I will not fail you,” God is saying, “I will not drop you. I will not slacken my grip on you. I will not let you go.” So you and I can know this, that when He says, “I will not fail you, I will not forsake you,” God has you in his grip. God has a grip on you, and you automatically grab hold of the one who grabbed him. 

The text in Jeremiah 38 starting in verse 4 means that he will not weaken the hand; he will not drop you, not abandon you. To Joshua, He is saying, “You’re about to cross over this Jordan and I’ve got you in my grip and I will not slacken my grip on you.” 

Then He said, I will not fail you or forsake you.

The word for forsake is azab. Again, It’s like a strengthening. He’s saying, “I will not relinquish you, nor depart from you, nor abandon you.” 

Do you feel abandoned by God, like God is way up there and you are way down here and there is a huge gulf between you? I want you to know that may be what you feel like but if you belong to God, God has rolled up His sleeves; His arm is not short that it cannot rescue. He has you in His grip. 

Joshua has been with Moses, and has lived with Moses. The first time Joshua is ever mentioned is in Exodus 17:1-16. The children of Israel have come out of the land of Egypt, God has smote the rock the first time through Moses just as God has commanded and water has come out of the rock. They had a tremendous victory. Then Amalek fought against Israel. Moses tells Joshua to choose ten men to fight against him. The first time you meet Joshua in the Word of God, is where Moses is giving him instruction to go and to fight. Joshua has the victory because Moses’ hands are held up with the rod of God in his hands. 

In the book of Joshua, Joshua is to go and take possession of the land. He succeeds because he had Moses as a teacher. Remember, Moses is the one who wrote the first five books of the Bible under the divine inspiration of God. (He was alive and present for Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy, but was not there for Genesis. God let him know exactly what happened and he wrote down exactly what God had him put down. The words of God are God’s words breathed through man.)

Joshua understood what brought him to this point in history. It is a most significant point because what began back in the beginning of Genesis, in the land of Ur of the Chaldeans, is being fulfilled in the book of Joshua. 

History

Genesis: The book of Genesis begins over near the Ur of the Chaldeans, where we believe the Garden of Eden was. The first event that we see happening after creation is the fall of man. With the fall of man there is a promise of a deliverer who is going to come from the seed of a woman who is going to bruise the head of the serpent. Here is a picture of a redeemer to redeem them out of sin. Abraham is the first to be called a Jew, the first Hebrew, and the first one who begins the Israeli nation. He was called by God out of Ur of the Chaldeans and was taken up to Haran, then to the Promised Land. Eventually, he was to settle in Hebron. God told him that He was going to give him the land of the Canaanites as the Promised Land. 

Where do the Canaanites come from? The Bible starts over in the area of Babylon, current-day Iraq. After the flood, Noah’s sons, Shem, Ham and Japheth, populated all the earth. From Shem came Abraham, but from Ham came Canaan. Canaan was the son who was cursed because of what he did to his father, Noah. The Canaanites were inhabiting this land. 

Genesis 9:25  – Noah said, "Cursed be Canaan; a servant of servants shall he be to the sons of Shem."

This is what we see begin to happen in the book of Genesis. It was while Abraham was in the land that God appeared to him and cut a covenant with him. When he made this covenant with him, He told him that his seed was going to be enslaved and oppressed in a country for 400 years. When the iniquity of the Amorites was full, then they would come out, so they knew they were going to be in bondage for 400 years. The book of Genesis ends with Jacobs’s sons living in Egypt because of a famine in Canaan. They were under Joseph, who was one of the heads of the 12 tribes of Israel, Jacob’s son, who was ruling over Egypt under Pharaoh. All went well for many years. The book ends with a promise that they would carry Joseph’s bones and bury them in the land that was promised.

The Abrahamic Covenant dealt with two things: a seed and the land. It promised them a seed, Jesus Christ, and promised Abraham a permanent possession of this land. 

Exodus: At this point the Israelites were in Egypt. The children of Israel were in bondage crying out to God. Exodus, chapter 2 tells about a son who was born by the name of Moses. They had been in bondage 320 years when Moses is born. When Moses was 80 years of age, The Israelites left Egypt and went down to Sinai. What is significant about the book of Exodus is that at Mount Sinai, we have the inauguration of what is called the Old Covenant, or the Law. 

So, we have the Abrahamic Covenant in the book of Genesis and the Old Covenant, or the Law in the book of Exodus. 

Leviticus: Next, the book of Leviticus takes place at the foot of Mount Sinai. It tells of the Israelites whom He had redeemed and brought out of Egypt by the blood of the Passover Lamb. Here is a picture of redemption. He said in:

Leviticus 11:45  –  “For I am the Lord who brought you up out of the land of Egypt to be your God. You shall therefore be holy, for I am holy." 

Leviticus occurs for a one-month duration at the foot of Mount Sinai.

Numbers: The book of Numbers begins at Mount Sinai and then takes them to spying out the land at Kadesh-barnea. Instead of believing God, they believed the report of the ten spies who said that the land had giants, that there was no way they could conquer it. Whining, they said: take us back to Egypt: our little ones are going to be killed at the hands of these people. God had had it up to here (his neck). There were two men who we know were at least over the age of 20 who said that they were able to go in and take that land. One of those men was Joshua. Joshua believed God. But, God was so upset that he told the Israelites that every man who was 20 years and above was going to wander in this wilderness until 40 years had passed. He is saying that, “You went in, you spied out the land for 40 days and now you are going to wander in the wilderness for 40 years because of your unbelief.”

Synopsis:
Genesis is the book of beginnings, the beginnings of sin, the promise of a redeemer

Exodus shows us our redemption

Leviticus says, “Be ye holy even as I am holy”

Numbers was a time of testing. People were wandering the wilderness because they would not believe God even after He had done miracles. When Numbers ends, they were in the plains of Moab, present day Jordan. 

Deuteronomy  – Here Moses is 120 years old, so Joseph had to be somewhere in the 40-60 year range. Joshua is going to die at the age of 110. Deuteronomy was a reminder of the renewal of the Covenant. The people who died in the wilderness were the ones who were exposed to this Covenant. In the plains of Moab, he gave them a reminder of the Law and they renewed their Covenant with God.

Important: For Joshua, God called for absolute, unqualified commitment. He calls for the same thing in your life today. What he was giving them were the statutes and the judgments that they were to govern themselves with when they came to live in the land of Canaan. 

God calls us to absolute, unqualified commitment. 

There is to be no dissimilation or assimilation or syncretism.

(Syncretism means that you don’t take the truths of God and incorporate them with other false gods; you don’t mix the true religion with a false religion). They were to worship the one and only true God. 

What God was going to do in the book of Joshua was (it opens to the East of Jordan) call Joshua to be a man of war to fight the Amalekites. Joshua knew his God, the Word of God, and now God was commissioning him. 

Abraham lived approximately between the years 2165 to 1990 B.C. It was now about 1405 B.C. Go back all the way to Genesis to the Abrahamic Covenant where God promised them this land. Now, the hour had finally come to possess their possession. 

Is it a moment for you in time and space to possess your possession? Is it an hour for you to finally lay hold of everything that God has laid hold of you for?

I am so burdened for our country because when I look at television or magazines when I travel, I am absolutely abhorred at what is happening in our country and in the churches. How have we become so amoral, so decadent, when we have all these people in the United States of America who profess they believe in God. What is wrong? “We” are what is wrong! We are salt and salt stops the spread of corruption. We are light and light dispels darkness. And we have all the promises of God and yet we are cowering in a corner. I am reading Steven Ambrose’ book on D-Day, the invasion of Normandy when those men hit the beaches. They were just fodder for the German cannons. Some of the men were just cowering, trying to find anything they could to protect themselves with from the cannon fire. One of them would all of a sudden decide, “We’re not going to cower here. We’re not going to die here. We are going to get up and be soldiers.”

That’s where we need to be. We are on the winning team. As God was with Joshua, so is He with us. He will not fail us. He has us in His grip. Our problem is that our hand is dangling instead of gripping Him back.

So He is saying to Joshua, “I will not fail you or forsake you.” He says, “This is My promise; now this is your job

Joshua 1:6  – ‘Be strong and courageous’” 

This is repeated several times in this chapter in a most significant way. 

The definition of strong is fasten onto, to seize.

Kay’s demonstrating: I’m God. I (God) grab on to Pete’s arm. Notice, God grabs first. God chose you. He is the initiator. You did not choose God. 

John 15:16  – “You did not choose me, but I chose you.” 

To be strong means that you get a grip on God  – you fasten onto God and you do not let go. You are hanging onto God as He is hanging onto you.

Joshua 1:6 – ‘Be strong and courageous’”

The definition of courageous is be mentally, physically alert.
God wants you to be mentally and physically alert. He doesn’t want you falling apart. Even if you have an enemy, a trial, or a Jordan to cross and all these enemies in front of you, remember that God is God. 

Psalm 24:1 – The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof

God is the one who created the earth. In the Garden of Eden we have the account of creation. (He’s able to do whatever He wants to do and you and I need to remember that.) So, what is He saying to you today? He is saying, “Get a grip on God.” You don’t need to grip your situation. God has it under control. So, get a grip on God – God’s got a grip on you.

1. The first thing to do to possess your possessions is get a grip on God. 

Verses 1-9 of Joshua are the secrets of the whole book. It tells what you are to do when you are facing an enemy. God has a promise out there for you. He has told you who you are and what belongs to you. You need to get a grip on God. That is being strong. Fasten onto Him and say, “O.K. God, that’s who you are, that’s what you promised so I’m getting a grip on you. You’ve got a grip on me, and now, God, I’m going to hang on. I am not going to fall apart at the seams. I am going to be alert physically and mentally.”

Kay’s Personal experience: “One day as a single mom, having come to know Jesus Christ, I found myself in this crisis. I had decided that I was going to let it all go and I just began to cry and become hysterical. And so I cried and cried and I was hysterical. I was falling apart and I was good for absolutely nothing. I didn’t know this scripture about getting a grip on God at that point but the Holy Spirit knew me and God had a grip on me. Then I thought, ‘Why am I doing this? What have I told people who God is? I’ve told people he is all-sufficient.’ I was just a babe in Christ, a couple months old. I thought, ‘This is ridiculous to fall apart. I will not fall apart and I did not fall apart.’”

You don’t have to fall apart. You have a command. God’s got a grip on you, now you get a grip on Him; be alert and don’t fall apart. Another thing that He tells him to do is, 

Joshua 1:6-7 - “Be strong and courageous; for you will give this people possession of the land which I swore to their fathers to give them. Only be strong and very courageous, be careful to do according to all the law, which Moses my servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may have success wherever you go”.

 One of the things that I’ve seen as I’ve studied war and leadership is that the attitude of the commander is so important. One of the things that made GeneralEisenhower such a great commander (in World Ward II) is, he did not fall apart. He kept himself under control. He learned this; if he didn’t keep this positive attitude before the troupes, they would be shaken. So, Joshua also, was about to lead these people into this land. 

What does the leader need to be? – Strong and Courageous.

Don’t depart from God’s word. The Word says, “Obey, obey, obey.” One of the things about warfare is that obedience to the commands of those above you is absolutely essential. 

Joshua 1:7 – “… do not turn to the right or the left that you may have success wherever you go.”

Hebrew for success is sakal. It means an intelligent knowledge of the reason.
In other words, success is not prosperity, not coats and cars and stuff or the garbage that people teach on TV. Success is an intelligent knowledge of the reason. It is a process of thinking through a complex arrangement of thoughts resulting in wise dealing and use of good practical common sense. Here is what you do; you are able to think a situation through all of the maze and complexities and come out on the other side with an intelligent understanding. Understanding a situation means that victory is yours. If you do not have understanding, you have defeat. In other words, you are able to look at a situation and are able to figure it out, and because of that, you able to stand. “… You may have success wherever you go.”

2. The next thing you must do is stay in the Word. 

The reason we are not impacting our culture is because the culture has absorbed us instead of us being absorbed by the Word of God.

Joshua 1:8 – “This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it; for then you shall make your way prosperous, and then you shall have success.”

The definition of prosperous means you will accomplish satisfactorily what is intended.
What does, “This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night …” mean? 

Meditate means to mutter. 

As you go through the day, in every situation you mutter scripture. You constantly have it before you, constantly saying it and reminding yourself of what God says. The other day, I was doing something and God smote me because I’ve been asking God to cleanse me. I want to be holy, a holy woman of God. He brought a scripture to me, to the attention of my behavior and He showed me where I was failing Him. This is what we’re to do. We are to have this Word, not just to spout it, not just to sing His praises, but we are to mutter it all day long. We are to ponder it, have it ever before us. You have to have your nose in this book, the Bible. I am speaking with a voice of experience that when my relationship with God is the sweetest is when I have leisure time with God. God cleanses me and reminds me that if I’m going to possess my possession and if I’m going to have victory and not defeat, there is one other thing I need to do:

Joshua 1:9 – “Have not I commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not tremble or be dismayed: for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”

If this scripture is God’s command to Joshua, it is also to you! What is going to happen in the book after this is that Joshua is going to tell the officers what God commanded him to do – how they are to get ready and cross over the Jordan in three days. Then he turns to the Reubenites and to the Gadites and to the half-tribe of Manasseh and he talks to them. Then the men turn to Joshua in verses 17 and 18 and say (these are the 2 ½ tribes who are going to stay on this side of the Jordan):

Joshua 1:17-18 – “According as we hearkened to Moses in all things, so we will we obey you; only the Lord your God be with you as he was with Moses. Anyone who rebels against your commandment, and does not obey your words in all that you command him, shall be put to death; only (you, Joshua) be strong and of courageous.”

What is the opposite of being strong and courageous? It is being fearful and dismayed. 

Joshua 1:9 – “Do not tremble or be dismayed: for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”

To tremble and be dismayed is to be broken down by violence, confusion, or fear. 

This is never to happen to you “for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” You will see these commands throughout the book of Joshua. 

In North Korea, there was a village in which Christianity was anathema. Some workers came into that village with big steamrollers to make a new road. As they were going over the land in a particular spot, the road collapsed. The ground underneath just fell away. They looked down and saw a tunnel that had 15 cowering Christians, huddling there. They had been living under the ground for years. Their children huddled with them. When they realized they were Christians, they brought them before the community and said to them, “You deny Jesus Christ or you are going to die.” 

You and I will probably never face that. But, Joshua’s words, “Be strong, be courageous…. Don’t turn to the right or the left. Don’t be dismayed,” were good for these Koreans, so they said, “We cannot deny Jesus Christ.” Everyone in the village was summoned, several thousand people, to watch what would happen to these Christians who would not be dismayed. They gave them another chance and said, “If you don’t deny Jesus Christ, you are going to die.” They went and got three of their children and put nooses around their necks and said to the parents, “Deny Christ, or we will hang your children.” The parents looked at the children, not trembling or dismayed and said, “We will see you in heaven.”

Their little bodies dangled from the ropes. It took a long time for them to die because they didn’t have the weight. Then they said, “Now, if you don’t deny Him, we are going to bring those steam rollers over you, right over your bodies. Lay down on the ground or deny Him.” They all laid down on the ground and as those huge steamrollers came down the road, they began to sing, “More love to thee, O Christ, more love to thee. Thee alone I sing….” And the noise of those machines was deafening. You could hear the crunch of some of the bodies but you could also hear the song of some of the others, “Let sorrow do its work, more love to thee. Then shall my latest breath whisper thy praise, this be my parting cry my heart shall raise. More love to thee, more love to thee.”

That’s what we really need: the love of God that will cause us to hang 

onto Him: to be strong, to be courageous and obedient, 

to not turn to the right or the left but to observe all that He has commanded you.

You will not get that courage, precious one, apart from knowing the Word of God. This Bible is the answer because it is the book of truth and promises. That is what Joshua was experiencing as he stood East of the Jordan, finally realizing that what God told Abraham when he made a covenant with him was going to come to pass. He was about to lead them to possess their possessions.

All Joshua had to do was constantly mutter the Word, constantly keep those precepts that Moses had reminded him of which were laid down in the book of Deuteronomy, and not fear or tremble or be dismayed. God was with them and was about to give them the Promised Land and with the promise, he was about to give them rest. They had been wandering in a wilderness for 40 years, and even before that, they had been slaves for 400 years. He was about to give them a rest.

God has a rest for you. It’s a rest of faith. It happens when you choose to believe God, to hang onto Him, to grip Him as He grips you. It assures you ofvictory. Let’s pray.

Thank you, Father, for your Word. I thank you so very, very much for those you have brought here to study with us. I thank you that they have begun this course. Father, in six more weeks that course will be done. Don’t let them fail to finish or get distracted or become confused in the way that they are living and let this slip. Father, this is the most important thing that they can do if they want to have success, if they want to prosper and reach that intended end that you have for them: that is to present us holy and blameless before you in love. Father, because we’ve read the end of the book, we know that Joshua ended successfully because he walked in obedience to you. May we choose to do the same thing.

And, precious one, as you sit there for a few minutes, let the word go deep in you as you close your eyes. Ask yourself if you are really possessing your possession and living a life of victory rather than defeat. God’s got a grip on you. Do you have a grip on Him? What do you need to do? First of all, I need to challenge you to finish this course, so you can mutter the Word and ponder it. You are going to be faithful, that what you started, your will finish. Take any particular situation in your life and ask Him how to possess your possessions in that circumstance.

Thank you, Father, for your sure word and for your promise that you will never fail us or forsake us.

In Jesus name, we praise you.

Amen
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