Precepts Ministries with Kay Arthur

Joshua, Lesson 2, Chapters 2-5

“You have not passed this way before”

You know, there is something about the familiar that brings us comfort. And usually we’re so comfortable with the familiar that we don’t want to try anything new. Sometimes it’s not wanting to try new food or the extreme of being in an abusive relationship and being so used that abuse that we wouldn’t know what to do if we were beyond it. There’s just something about us as people that makes us want the comfort of the familiar.

In Joshua 3:4 we read a statement that is to become the theme of this study. This passage is talking about the Ark of the Covenant going before them as they cross the Jordan into unfamiliar territory, to where they had never been as a nation before. 

Joshua 3:4a – Do not come near to it, that you may know the way by which you shall go.

In other words, there is a huge mass of people to go over the Jordan River. They are not to get so close to the ark that they can’t see where they are going. Those standing behind need a distance between them and the ark to see where to go. This is my theme for this time:

Joshua 3:4b – “You have not passed this way before.”

This is what God laid on my heart this past Sunday, September 9th, 2001, as I prepared this message. I sat at my computer this morning, transferring my notes from my yellow legal pad onto the computer. And, all of a sudden, I got a phone call telling me that the World Trade Center in New York was just hit by two planes: that a terrorist attack had come on the United States of America. Soon the news broke that the Pentagon had been hit. Now, as I teach this, we’re right in the middle of this crisis. As a nation, we were where we had not passed before. We had never experienced anything like this as a nation, and I thought, “How timely that this is our subject as we study the book of Joshua.”

Those of you who are watching on television or studying with us in Precept classes, will listen to this much later and you’ll know more than we know as a group today. Even though we do not know what the future holds, we know Who is going before us as we pass this way that we’ve never passed before! As this came to pass, I muttered scripture. This is the day, the time, the hour to be strong, to get a grip on the one who has a grip on you. He will not fail you nor forsake you and therefore, you are to be strong and courageous, to stay alert physically and mentally. You are not to fear or be dismayed. You are to observe all that God has commanded you, neither turning to the right or the left and this Word should not depart out of your mouth but it should dwell in you night and day so that you know what to do, how to have success, and act wisely. You know how to have and walk in the expected outcome – that’s what prosperous means.

Joshua, Chapter 1
As the Israelites stood on this side of the Jordan, they were about to cross over and take possession of something that God had promised them. What awaited them was a rest: a settling down in their own land.

When I talk to my Jewish friends, one of their mottos as they go up to complete their training (military?), they go up to Messadah and say that “Messadah shall never fall again, Israel shall never fall again. This is our land, the only land where we will ever find peace and security.” So the Israelites were about to settle down in what would give them the peace and blessing of God.

Joshua 1:12-15 – To the Reubenites and to the Gadites and to the half-tribe of Manasseh, Joshua said, “Remember the word which Moses the servant of the Lord commanded you, saying, ‘the Lord your God gives you rest, and will give you this land.’ Your wives, your little ones, and your cattle shall remain in the land which Moses gave you beyond the Jordan; but you shall cross over before your brothers in battle array, all the valiant warriors, and shall help them; until the Lord gives your brothers rest, as He gives you, and they also have possessed the land which the Lord your God is giving them. Then you shall return to your own land and possess that which Moses the servant of the Lord gave you beyond the Jordan toward the sunrise.” 

See what this scripture is saying about rest.

Joshua 11:23 – So Joshua took the whole land, according to all that the Lord spoke to Moses; and Joshua gave it for an inheritance to Israel according to their divisions by their tribes. And the land had rest from war.

Hebrew 3:14-18 – For we share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the end. As it is said, "Today, if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts as when they provoked me. For who were those who heard and yet rebelled? Was it not all those who left Egypt led by Moses? And with whom was He angry for forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose bodies fell in the wilderness? And to whom did he swear that they should not enter his rest, but to those who were disobedient?

Those who were disobedient did not enter his rest. They could not enter because of unbelief. (Hebrews 3:19.) Unbelief and disobedience are synonymous. You can’t say, “I believe God and then disobey Him.”

 There was a rest promised to them. It was the whole nation that was going to go in and possess the land: to pass a way that they had not passed before. They were in unity. What you and I need to see in the body of Jesus Christ is unity, a oneness – not a compromise but a oneness. Jesus prayed:

John 17:22b – “that they may be one even as we are one.” 

They, as a nation, were in this together. Today, as our nation is in a crisis, we are in this together. We are citizens of a heavenly kingdom and citizens of an earthly kingdom. We need to give our allegiance first to our heavenly kingdom, and then we know what to do in the earthly kingdom in which we live. When he says all this to the 2 ½ tribes, the Israelites say:

Joshua 1:17-18 – “According as we hearkened to Moses in all things, so we will we obey you; only the Lord your God be with you as he was with Moses. Anyone who rebels against your commandment, and does not obey your words in all that you command him, shall be put to death; only be strong and of courageous.”

Joshua, Chapter 2

What did they want from their leader? What do we want from our leader today? We want strength and courage just as they are saying to their leader, “We’re with you. We’ll obey you but there is one thing we want from you, “be strong and courageous.” I was touched when our president was with those little children on the day of the World Trade Center attack. He didn’t get up or panic or run out of the room and say, “Oh, my god.” Someone asked him, “Do you know what happened?” And he said, “I know. Let me finish with the children.” He had calmness and peace, and then got up and did what he believed God would do. When he called the nation to silence, I know our president was crying to God Almighty. God is going to show us that he is God.

Joshua 2:1 – Then Joshua the son of Nun sent two men secretly from Shittim, saying, “Go, view the land, especially Jericho.” So they went and came into the house of a harlot whose name was Rahab, and lodged there.

The word for harlot is Zanah.

(It is not the name for a sacred prostitute in the temple. She was just a plain ol’ harlot.) When you see this, I thought, “God, you know you are going to give them the land. Joshua knows that He is going to give them the land. Joshua is one of the spies. Why did you have Joshua send two spies to cross that Jordan?” The Jordan was at flood stage (Joshua 3:15). Two spies could cross it but several million people could not cross it. Underneath were all these bushes like a jungle. You could get caught in it. It was miles across by this time. The spies forded the river but why bother? I believe it was because there was harlot who was going to walk in a way that she had never walked before. Rahab was to be saved by God; she had the Word and knew His greatness. She believed that God had given them the land. She was a harlot who was willing to hide the spies and risk her safety and that of her family because she knew that there was a God in heaven, just as one day Jesus and his disciples were to go through Samaria. (John 4:1-7).

You may be a person who has been disobedient to God and His commandments, living in the familiar, that may be sin, or just living in an atmosphere that is not nice or wholesome. At least you know what to expect but God has a way for you to pass that you have never passed before, beloved. That is the way of salvation. That was what happened to Rahab, the harlot. The whole chapter focuses on this woman. The spies went back and said, “Jericho’s ours! God’s gone before us and the hearts of those people have melted.” 

Look at this harlot. In Joshua, you see Rahab’s work because of what she has heard and you see her faith, hiding the spies up on the roof and you wonder why she is doing this. 

Joshua, chapter 2:8-9 – “Now before they lay down, she came up to them on the roof, and she said to the men, ‘I know that the Lord has given you the land, and that the terror of you has fallen upon us, and that all the inhabitants of the land have melted away before you.’”

The word melted means demoralized. 

This is what could happen to our country. The hearts of people could melt unless they know that there is a God in heaven. That’s our job to let people know about the mighty works of our God and the plans that God has for our future. Rahab said in verses 10-11:

Joshua 2:10-11 – “For we have heard how the Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea before you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to the two kings of the Amorites, who were beyond the Jordan, to Sihon and to Og, whom you utterly destroyed. When we heard it, our hearts melted and no courage remained in any man because of you: for the Lord your God, he is God in heaven above, and on earth beneath. Now therefore, please swear to me by the Lord, since I have dealt kindly with you, that you also will deal kindly with my father's house, and give me a pledge of truth.”

Rahab was not just interested in herself. A whole household is going to be saved because of this woman’s faith and courage. You see her faith in verses 8-14, and you see her work in verse 14. Then we see her work again as she lets them down by a rope. They go into the hill country for three days. She said:

Joshua 2:21 – “According to your words, so be it.” So she sent them away, and they departed; and she tied the scarlet cord in the window.”

(If we follow that scarlet cord of salvation, we find Rahab in the genealogy of Jesus Christ!) After the spies had returned: 

Joshua 2:25 – “They said to Joshua, 'Surely the Lord has given all the land into our hands; moreover all the inhabitants of the land melted away before us.’”

It was melt, melt, melt, when they heard of the power of God. Beloved, people need to see you living on the front line, fording the Jordan, going over flood waters and coming out on the other side, being more than a conqueror, day by day, living above the mundane, not letting it control you, being strong and courageous so that their hearts will melt before God and become putty in His hands.

Joshua 3. There are five things I want you to notice in this chapter.

Joshua 3:1-4 – Then Joshua rose early in the morning, came to the Jordan, and they lodged there before where they were going to cross. God tells them to keep the ark out in front that they would know the way they should go for you have not passed this way before.”

1. Go after God. Keep Him before you so you will know where to go.
They were to keep Him before them so they would know where to go. (The ark represented God’s dwelling place over the ark in His Shekinah glory.) Where should they cross this river? If you are going to walk a way that God has never had you walk before, you need to know that you are following God. Think of Moses where God says:

Exodus 33:3 – “I will not go up with you.” 

Then in verses 13-16, Moses pleads with God. In verse 13 he says:

Exodus 33:13-14 – “Now therefore, if I have found favor in your sight, please show me now your ways, that I may know you in order to find favor in your sight. Consider too that this nation is your people." Then God says in verse 14, "My presence will go with you, and I will give you rest."

When we go to the Lord and pray we need to remind God that His people are in the United States of America. We deserve His rod of judgment because we have not been a holy people, have wandered in the wilderness of unbelief, and have not observed what He has commanded and have neglected His Word. But God, have mercy on us. In all that is going on in our nation, we can have rest, beloved. It’s the rest of faith, of belief and obedience. If I am where God wants me, I am following Him. I have Him before me, and then I can rest. All I have to do is keep my grip on God. All I have to do as Jeremiah 13:11 says, “Cling to Him as the waistband clings to the waist of a man.”

Moses said to God:

Exodus 33:15-16 – "If Your presence will not go with me, do not bring us up from here. For how shall it be known that I have found favor in Your sight, I and Your people? Is it not in Your going with us, so that we are distinct, I and Your people, from every other people on the face of the earth?" 

You and I are an elect nation. 

1 Peter 2:9 – “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood.”

God goes with us. Now we have to act and live like it and let the people see that God is with us as we cross and go in a way that we have never gone before. 

2. Joshua 3:5-7. “Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do wonders among you.”

God was about to lead them in a way that they had never gone before. They were to consecrate themselves. If God goes with us we must be holy. In Deuteronomy 23:12-14 – God says, “I am in this camp and it is to be clean. I want you to know that you should bury your excrement and have no harlots, no prostitutes, male or female. You better be holy.” 

If we expect God to go with us, then we’ve got to be what God expects us to be. Holiness doesn’t just happen. We’re set apart when we get saved, but we are to pursue holiness and holiness in the fear of God. 

2 Corinthians. 7:1 – “Let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement of body and spirit, perfecting holiness…” and 

Heb. 12:14 – “Pursue … holiness without which no one will see God.”

When you are getting ready to go, you keep that ark before you if you want to see Him. The pure in heart are going to see Him. 

3. When you come to the way not passed before, you stand in faith.

Joshua 3:8-13 – “You shall, moreover, command the priests who are carrying the Ark of the Covenant, saying, ‘When you come to the edge of the waters of the Jordan, you shall stand still in the Jordan.’” Then Joshua said to the sons of Israel, “Come here, and hear the words of the Lord your God.” Joshua said, “By this you shall know that the living God is among you, and that he will assuredly dispossess from before you the Canaanite, and the Hittite, and the Hivite, and the Perizzite, and the Girgashite, and the Amorite, and the Jebusite. Behold, the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord of all the earth is crossing over ahead of you into the Jordan. “Now then, take for yourselves twelve men from the tribes of Israel, one man from every tribe. It shall come about when the soles of the feet of the priests that carry the ark of the Lord, the Lord of all the earth, rest in the waters of the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan will be cut off, and the waters which are flowing from above shall stand in one heap.”

You take your feet and dip them into the water. You stand there in faith and the waters will part. He is saying that He has already parted the Red Sea for you. All the inhabitants of the land know what He did but now they are passing a way you have not passed before.

In Exodus 14:13, the enemy is at their back. In Joshua, the enemy is in front of them. "Do not fear, stand by, and see the salvation of the Lord. Again, do not fear or be dismayed. Don’t let fear grip your heart because: 

2 Tim. 1:7 – God has not given you the spirit of fear, but of power and love and a sound mind”

He’s given you power and love and a sound mind. A sound mind is a mind under control, a courageous mind. You are not falling apart.

4. God of all the earth goes before you

Joshua 3:11 – “Behold, the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord of all the earth is crossing over ahead of you into the Jordan.”

John 10:4 – Jesus says: “When he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice.” 

The shepherd leads. You and I are under-shepherds for the Great Shepherd. We, the church of God, are to be the leaders and to wake up. There’s no retirement in a time of war. (Ecclesiastes 8:8) In Joshua 3:11, the priests went in and the people followed.

5. Keep our eyes on God 

The ark was made after a pattern of things in heaven, after the throne of God. If God is on His throne, then He rules over the heavens and the earth: He wounds, He heals, He kills, He makes alive, He creates good, He creates adversity. (Deuteronomy 32:39, Is. 45:6) We simply bow the knee. There are many times that I say to God, “I don’t understand but I know you.” Who has known the mind of the Lord, that He might consult Him? Not me, not me. From Him, and through Him and to Him are all things. 

Isaiah. 43:1-3. “But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: ‘Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and the rivers, they will not overflow you; when you walk through fire you will not be scorched, nor will the flame burn you. For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.”

Rahab saw that He was the Lord; He was God. God’s ark stands not on mushy, squishy, muddy ground. God’s ark stands on firm ground (Joshua 3:17). Through the epistles, He says, Stand firm, stand firm, stand firm.
Joshua Chapter 4.


1.
When He leads you in new ways, He creates memorials. 

Joshua 4:1-5 – Now when all the nation had finished crossing the Jordan, the Lord spoke to Joshua, saying, “Take yourselves twelve men from the people, one man from each tribe, and command them, saying, ‘Take up for yourselves twelve stones from here out of the middle of the Jordan, from the place where the priests’ feet are standing firm, and carry them over and lay them down in the lodging place where you will lodge tonight. So Joshua called the twelve men whom he had appointed of the sons of Israel, one man from each tribe. Each of you take up a stone upon his shoulder.) 

Joshua 4:9 – Then Joshua set up twelve stones in the middle of the Jordan, at the place where the feet of the priests who carried the Ark of the Covenant were standing, and they are there to this day. 

(Mark with a double underline in green the middle of the Jordan because you can get very confused in the chapter with all those stones.)

My dear husband got in a boat and went down the Jordan. The Jordan is not impressive these days; you could jump over it. He went down with a guide to try to find those 12 stones. When this book was written they were there. Joshua is erecting a memorial because some day children, when they are walking with their dad in Gilgal, maybe on a camping trip, are going to say, “Dad, what are those 12 stones?” And he is going to say, “O son, let me tell you what they are.”

The other day I was reading Proverbs and I got beside myself. These are proverbs that were written to Solomon’s son so that he will know how to live life in a wise way. 

Proverbs 4:1-5 – “Hear, O son, the instruction of a father. Give attention to that you may gain understanding. For I give you sound teaching, do not forsake my instruction. For I was my father's son (David’s), tender and the only son in the sight of my mother. He taught me also, and said unto me, ‘Let your heart hold fast to my words: keep my commandments, and live. Acquire wisdom; get insight; do not forget, and do not turn away from the words of my mouth.’”
It blew my mind. I’ve missed what Solomon was saying in the text: “My daddy.” My daddy said, acquire wisdom. God had asked Solomon what he wanted above all else and Solomon asked for wisdom. Dad, you do not know how important you are. Have memorials. I love to study about war. One of the statues I love is the one where soldiers are putting up the flag at Iwogema. It wasn’t just one man putting it up; it was a group. It’s never one man unless it’s Jesus and even He has a group around Him and that group is His body: that’s you and me. We’re the ones who help Him raise the banner and get up the flag. 

Memorials are important. This is what you need in your life.

When you study the scriptures, the words remember, remind and reminder are key words. In 2 Peter, Peter is getting ready to die. He says what he wants you to remember after his death. 

Think about what you have in your life to tell children how God has provided. We remember where the chicken barn was (speaking of the beginnings of Precepts). We remember what it was like with chicken manure all over. We have put the pictures up in the new building to remind us of how it was in those days. We probably lost many people because we tore the old barn down. Why? Because it was a memorial of where God had brought us. We need to have memorials because they remind us of the past; you have not passed this way before. Israel has memorials. God gave them the rainbow, the feasts and others. 


2.
It was a faith builder to watch the men equipped for war crossing for battle.

Joshua 4:13-14 – “about 40,000 equipped for war crossed for battle before the Lord to the desert plains of Jericho. On that day the Lord exalted Joshua in the sight of all Israel; so that they revered him, as they revered Moses, all the days of his life.”

It reminds you that God is leading you but it’s a battle. It’ll be a battle for you to continue in this course and get your homework done. Yes, God was going to lead them and give them the land and then have rest, but the way it was obtained was not through passivity. They went across armed for battle. Also, you and I are to be armed for battle. The Christian life is possessing our possessions. When we do that we need to put on the armor of God. If you were to take the book of Joshua and run to the New Testament, you would find a parallel in the book of Ephesians. Ephesians talks about us being blessed with all spiritual blessings. In Joshua 1, unity is stressed. In Ephesians unity is stressed, Jew and Gentile, in one body, the church. 

Ephesians 4:3-6 – Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.

Joshua is like a seedbed for everything that goes on. You see God saying, “Be careful to do according to…, this consecrated walk. 
In Ephesians 4, 5, and 6, you see the consecrated walk of the Christian. Then chapter 6 speaks to the full armor of God so that you may be able to stand firm and having done all to stand. Aren’t the parallels beautiful?


3.
The Lord exalted Joshua.

Joshua 4:14 – “On that day the Lord exalted Joshua in the sight of all Israel; so that they revered him, as they revered Moses, all the days of his life.”

God exalted Moses who led them across the Red Sea. He’s exalting Joshua. God is dividing the Jordan River. On that day Joshua passed a way he had never passed before. Look at the parallels between Joshua and Moses. God is saying to Moses, “As I was with Moses, I will be with you.” We change leaders but we never change gods. God is always with us. 

“So they revered him as they revered Moses…” 

God will exalt leaders so that those of us who are following will be strengthened, comforted and encouraged and know that, “God is with him and we’re with him!”

When people see that God has honored the faith of the leader, then they desire to follow.


4.
Every action in the affairs of mankind is so that we know that God is mighty and we fear Him.

Joshua 4:23-24 – “For the Lord your God dried up the waters of the Jordan before you, until you had crossed, just as the Lord your God had done to the Red Sea, which he dried up before us until we had crossed; that all the peoples of the earth may know that the hand of the Lord is mighty, so that you may fear the Lord your God forever.”

Think, beloved, of what is accomplished in His kingdom when you follow Him even in ways that you have not passed before. We wouldn’t have Precepts except that God laid it on my heart. There was opposition to me doing this course, even to us buying this property. There’s opposition all along the way, some even from the ranks of Christianity. But you persevere. I know that I’m not any extraordinary person. But God chooses the base, the foolish, things that are despised, that are nothing, so that no flesh can glory in His presence.

Joshua 5 

He prepares a table before you in the presence of your enemies

When you pass where you have not passed before and you follow your Shepherd, “He prepares a table for you in the presence of your enemies.” Ps 23:5. “The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.” (Ps 23:1). In chapter 5 of Joshua, they have crossed the Jordan, set up the 12 stones, and now God is saying circumcise your men. 

Joshua 5:2 – “Make for yourselves flint knives, and circumcise again the sons of Israel the second time.” 

These were adult men, not babies. They were camped on the other side of the Jordan near Gilgal. Jericho was in front of them and they were going to circumcise all of the men? How do you walk or fight a battle if you have just been circumcised? They do not argue. They know that God is with them strategically. They obey. Circumcision is the rite and sign of the Abrahamic covenant. (Gen 17:2.) Gen 17:14 says that if you do not do this, you are cut off from your people. 

When Moses was getting ready to go and free the Israelites from the Egyptians, he was stopped and God almost killed him because he had not circumcised his son. Zipporah threw down those bloody foreskins and said, “You are a bloody man” Exodus 4:25. She was saying that you are a man of covenant. The circumcision was done out of obedience to God. This is an awesome rest of faith: really trusting God. 

After circumcision of the men, in verse 9, Joshua says, “Today I have rolled away the reproach of Egypt from you.” So the name of that place is called Gilgal to this day. 

Gilgal means rolling – rolling away the reproach of Egypt. 

A memorial is set up in Gilgal. They were circumcised there. This was taking place on the 14th day of Nisan, the first month. It was time for the feast of Passover. They celebrated the memorial meal of God’s deliverance from Egypt.
Joshua 5:10 – “While the sons of Israel camped in Gilgal they observed the Passover on the evening of the fourteenth day of the month on the desert plains of Jericho.”

Then the manna ceases. It’s a new day.

Joshua 5:11-12 – “On the day after the Passover, on that very day, they ate some of the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and parched grain. The manna ceased on the day after they had eaten some of the produce of the land, so that the sons of Israel no longer had manna, but they ate some of the yield of the land of Canaan during that year.”

What a disappointment. Manna was supernatural. The crops were not. God wants you and I to see that when we pass ways that we have not passed before; sometimes we don’t see these supernatural manifestations. But you and I know that God is not just in the supernatural; He’s in the ordinary as well. The ordinary is when you plant the crops, they come up, and then you eat the harvest. We forget when people are seeking miracles, which God is there in the ordinary also. 

Joshua and the children of Israel were in the place of God’s appointment. They had passed where they had not passed before. They had seen the power of God in the parting of the waters and had set up memorials. Now Joshua looked up and saw the captain of the host standing before him, and asks, “Are you for us or for our adversaries?” God is not for us or for our adversaries. God is God. The problem is not if He is for us but are we for God.

The captain of the host says in Joshua 5:14 – “No, rather I indeed come now as captain of the host of the Lord.” And Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and bowed down, and said to him, “What has my lord have to say to his servant?”

The captain had a sword drawn in his hand. He was going to go ahead of the Israelites into battle. Then the captain says, “Remove your sandals from your feet, for the place where you are standing is holy.” Joshua did so.
Joshua 5:13-15 – Now it came about when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, a man was standing over opposite him with his sword drawn in his hand, and Joshua went to him and said to him, “Are you for us or for our adversaries?” He said, “No, rather I indeed come now as captain of the host of the Lord.” And the captain of the Lord's host said to Joshua, “Remove your sandals from your feet, for the place where you standing is holy.” And Joshua did so.

He says that this is holy ground, ground that I have consecrated. This is my ground; I’m the Lord of all the earth. Just like Moses: Take off your shoes. 

Know that when you pass this way that you have not passed before, you are passing on ground that I have consecrated. 
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