Precepts Ministries with Kay Arthur

Joshua, Lesson 3, Chapters 6-8

“It’s War! Whose side is God on?”

It’s War! That’s what the President of the United States of America declared the week of September 11, 2001. September 11 was a Tuesday, and yet, it was a beginning of a week that you and I will never forget. It was an act of war. Terrorists struck and the death toll was horrendous as planes crashed into the World Trade Center. “Terror hits home,” the Huston Chronicle says. It continues: “Terrorist slam jet liners into the World Trade Center and into the Pentagon.” New York is crying. Pictures as printed in newspapers were captured for us. Then, on Thursday, the USA Today, reports, “The FBI identifies, the highjackers.” More headlines: “U.S. Cells tied to Bin Ladan.” Then on Friday, Saturday and Sunday, the USA Today headlines read, “Days of mourning for the nation and the world.” We found our nation grieving, shocked by what happened, never dreaming that this would ever happen to us in the United States of America. Saturday, September 15th, “Material witnesses arrested. FBI reveals the names of 19 suspects.” Under this is a picture of our president waving an American flag. Beneath the picture, it says, “Bush tours ruins and calls reserves.” Why? Because it is war!

When this nation went to war, I was so proud that our president called up not only the reserves, but that he called us to prayer. Billy Graham delivered a message, one that was not all just rosy, but one that called us to examine ourselves, to look at the state of our country. It’s war! The question is, “Whose side will God be on?” We say that America will stand, that we will survive, but does that mean we will? Will we survive just because we say it, just because we have that wonderful, strong, nationalistic spirit, just because we believe in ourselves and our might and power? Will that cause us to prevail? I don’t think so, beloved.

I want to take you to another day of war, another time. The time is the week following Passover, the week of Pesach. The people had just celebrated deliverance from the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage. They had celebrated it on the West side of the Jordan. They were now preparing to go to Jericho to take that city.

Joshua 5:13 – Now it came about when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, a man was standing opposite him with his sword drawn in his hand, and Joshua went to him and said to him, "Are you for us or for our adversaries?" 

Joshua is standing before the captain of the hosts, a warrior with a sword in his hand. People don’t like to think of God as a warrior. But, He’s a warrior against evil, against nations that come against His nation. Joshua wants to know, "Are you for us or for our adversaries?"
Wouldn’t anyone ask that question? Is God going to back us up and help us in this war? That’s what we did when we gathered to cry out to God, asking Him for wisdom, for help and to deliver us from this evil, from this terrorism. Joshua wanted to know whom God was for, "us or our adversaries." I love what the captain of the host says. He says, “No.”

Joshua 5:14 – He said, "No; rather I indeed come now {as} captain of the host of the LORD." And Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and bowed down, and said to him, "What has my lord to say to his servant?" The captain of the LORD'S host said to Joshua, “Remove your sandals from your feet, for the place where you are standing is holy." And Joshua did so.
When he says, I come as the captain of the host of the Lord, it’s not a question of whether God is on our side or not. The question is, “Are we on God’s side.” This is the question that is facing them in Joshua 5:14-15. Joshua bows before the Lord, and says to him, "What has my lord to say to his servant?" That’s what we need to know. What does God have to say to us in the book of Joshua as well as to the citizens of the United States of America? The first thing to ask America is, “Are you on God’s side?” 

I was talking to Pastor John at Sagemount Baptist Church. He said, “Have you ever thought what it would be like if America were ruling the world right now? If this were true:

· “Then abortion would be accepted

· “Prayer would not be allowed in the schools

· “We would welcome and accept homosexuality and lesbianism

· “We would allow our airways to be filled with all sorts of crime and violence and immorality

· “Some of us would validate same-sex marriages.”

Stop and think. Could God be on the side of America if America was not on God’s side?

When we look at what we’ve studied today, Joshua, chapter 6, they fought the battle of Jericho by faith. What happened? They won! In Joshua 7, when they went up against Ai, they lost! In Joshua, chapter 8, they went back against Ai, and they won! What makes the difference? We need to understand the principles and precepts as we prepare to face the enemy. We are going to face the enemy more and more in this nation – an unseen enemy with an unseen face. He is the enemy of the Lord Jesus Christ. If we are going to be on God’s side, should America go to war? Some believe that the Bible says that we should turn the other cheek. If our enemies compel us to go a mile, we should go two. We should love our enemies. Yes, the Bible teaches that for you and me in our personal lives, but he does not teach passivity in war for a nation.

The Ten Commandments says, “Thou shalt not kill.” But, no, it does not say that. It says, “Thou shalt not murder.” When this commandment addresses murder, it is talking about individual vindictiveness, that is, one individual coming against another. But God does not say, “Thou shalt not kill.” When you peruse the scriptures, you see God telling Israel to put people to death and to utterly destroy them. Why are they going to take Jericho and the land of Canaan? They are to take them because the cup of their iniquity is full.

Genesis 15: 14-16 – “But I will judge the nation they serve as slaves, and afterward they will come out with great possessions. … In the fourth generation your descendants will come back here, for the sin of the Amorites has not yet reached its full measure."

The Israelites were to go into bondage for 400 years, come out with many possessions, then return in the 4th generation. In Joshua, the iniquity of the Amorite was complete. Genesis shows us that God uses nations to rebuke and judge. He is saying that the iniquity of the Amorite is not yet full but when it is you are going to take possession of the land. In these days, we say, “Lord, where are you? If you are God, why did you permit those terrorists to fly into those twin towers and kill over 5, 000, almost 6,000 people to die in one day?” Or some will say, “No, God did not permit that, that He didn’t have anything to do with it.” Precious one, if God had nothing to do with it, then we are in great danger and peril because it means that the terrorists are able to rule the world and that is not so.

Habakkuk 1:2-3 – “How long, O LORD, will I call for help, and You will not hear? I cry out to You, "Violence!" Yet You do not save. Why do You make me see iniquity, and cause {me} to look on wickedness? Yes, destruction and violence are before me; Strife exists and contention arises.” 
Is that what we see in America? We see violence and destruction every time we turn on the television. The destruction of the twin towers was played over and over. The New York skyline was not shown apart from the destruction, with the towers bursting into flames and crumpling before us.

Habakkuk 1:5 – “Look among the nations! Observe! Be astonished! Wonder! Because {I am} doing something in your days – You would not believe if you were told.”
He said it to the children of Israel before the Babylonians took their city and destroyed it. He is saying it to us today. He is saying to us, “I am doing something that you would not believe.” God says:

Habakkuk 1:6-11 – "For behold, I am raising up the Chaldeans, that fierce and impetuous people who march throughout the earth to seize dwelling places which are not theirs. They are dreaded and feared; their justice and authority originate with themselves. Their horses are swifter than leopards and keener than wolves in the evening. Their horsemen come galloping, their horsemen come from afar; they fly like an eagle swooping {down} to devour. All of them come for violence. Their horde of faces {moves} forward. They collect captives like sand. They mock at kings and rulers are a laughing matter to them. They laugh at every fortress and heap up rubble to capture it. Then they will sweep through {like} the wind and pass on. But they will be held guilty, they whose strength is their god."
So, God took heathen nations and people and used them to judge His holy nation, the nation of Israel. Habakkuk responded because he knew God and His covenant.:

Habakkuk 1:12 – “Are You not from everlasting, O LORD, my God, my Holy One? We will not die. You, O LORD, have appointed them to judge; and You, O Rock, have established them to correct.”
This is not what people want to hear. They do not want to believe that God would have anything to do with using these terrorists to bring judgment against America. But, God is sovereign and there has to be a reason for this evil because He is a God of purpose. Things do not happen by accident. God said in Daniel 4:34-35: “As I have planned, so it will come to pass. What I have purposed, no one can thwart.” He is saying that there will to be a judgment upon their country and use this to reprove them. He will judge his instruments. Habakkuk responds:

Habakkuk 2:1 – “I will stand on my guard post and station myself on the rampart; and I will keep watch to see what He will speak to me, and how I may reply when I am reproved.” 

We need to hear the Word of the Lord and listen to the voice of God.

Habakkuk 2:2-3 – Then the LORD answered me and said, "Record the vision and inscribe {it} on tablets, that the one who reads it may run. "For the vision is yet for the appointed time; it hastens toward the goal and it will not fail. Though it tarries, wait for it; for it will certainly come, it will not delay.” 

See a list of Woes in chapter 2 of Habakkuk:

Vs 6 – “Woe to him who increases what is not his – For how long – And makes himself rich with loans?”

Vs 9 – "Woe to him who gets evil gain for his house to put his nest on high, to be delivered from the hand of calamity!”
Vs 12 – "Woe to him who builds a city with bloodshed and founds a town with violence!”

Vs 15 – “Woe to you who make your neighbors drink, who mix in your venom even to make {them} drunk So as to look on their nakedness!” 

Vs 19 – "Woe to him who says to a {piece of} wood, 'Awake!' To a mute stone, 'Arise!' {And} that is {your} teacher? Behold, it is overlaid with gold and silver, and there is no breath at all inside it.” 

Vs 20 – "But the LORD is in His holy temple. Let all the earth be silent before Him."

God has not moved from His throne and you and I are to keep silence before Him. We are not to come against God or debate Him. We are to pray and see what God has to say to us.
Habakkuk 3:2 – “LORD, I have heard the report about You {and} I fear. O LORD, revive Your work in the midst of the years, In the midst of the years make it known; in wrath remember mercy.” 

How are you and I to walk? 

Habakkuk 3:17-19 – “Though the fig tree should not blossom and there be no fruit on the vines, {though} the yield of the olive should fail and the fields produce no food, though the flock should be cut off from the fold and there be no cattle in the stalls, yet I will exult in the LORD, I will rejoice in the God of my salvation. The Lord GOD is my strength. And He has made my feet like hinds' {feet,} and makes me walk on my high places.” 

Go back to the battle of Jericho, to Joshua 6. They had victory at Jericho because God was in charge. He was telling them exactly what they were to do. This was a war that was won by believing and obeying. He told them to march around this city for six days and not say a word: to put their armed guard before them; then the seven priests with the seven trumpets to follow. As they went, they were to blow the trumpets. Following was the Ark of the Covenant and another armed guard. They had an armed guard on each end and the seven priests blew seven trumpets. In the midst was God, the Ark of the Covenant, the presence of God. Then on the seventh day, they were to let out a great shout! The walls were going to come down as if crumpled and pressed straight down. (That was a sign that the walls were not pressed in or out.) It was simply that God pushed them down. The walls went down in such a manner that the warriors could just cross over and take the city. Then, what did God tell them to do? He told them to not touch anything under “the ban.”

Herem or Cherem = That which is devoted to destruction or the treasury of God. People, places and things are off limits.

Joshua 6:16-18 – At the seventh time, when the priests blew the trumpets, Joshua said to the people, "Shout! For the LORD has given you the city. The city shall be under the ban, it and all that is in it belongs to the LORD; only Rahab the harlot and all who are with her in the house shall live, because she hid the messengers whom we sent. But as for you, only keep yourselves from the things under the ban, so that you do not covet {them} and take some of the things under the ban, and make the camp of Israel accursed and bring trouble on it."

 God was telling them to watch their eyes as they went into the battle. They were to know that every single thing in the city is devoted to God and He would do with it as He chose. That meant the people, the silver, and all the gold. Everything was under the ban. He was telling them that they could not have any of it, not a thing. Do not covet it or take it. 
God told them what to do and how to do it. Then on the seventh day, he said to “Shout! The walls will come down and the Lord is giving you this city.” Right in the midst of the shouting and victory, there is a warning – do not take what is under the ban. The walls came down, they went in and took the city and had a marvelous victory. They spared Rahab. This was an awesome day – an incredible victory. 

As I teach this (September 18, 2001), some of you will be listening much later. I do not know whether American will have victory over her enemies or not or how many people we will lose in the battle. In the battle of Jericho, they did not lose even one single person. It was an awesome victory. The 6th chapter of Joshua opens up with the city being tightly shut because of the Israelites. 

Joshua 6:1 – “Now Jericho was tightly shut up because of the Israelites. No one went out and no one came in.”

Jericho was a formidable city to attack; her walls were wide and strong but God was with them in the Ark of the Covenant and it was there because of God’s command. 

Important: You can have the symbol of God but and not have God.

In First Samuel, the children of Israel decided that they would go against the Philistines. They thought they would win the battle because the Ark of the Covenant would go before them. 

1 Samuel 4:1-3 – Thus the word of Samuel came to all Israel. Now Israel went out to meet the Philistines in battle and camped beside Ebenezer while the Philistines camped in Aphek. The Philistines drew up in battle array to meet Israel. When the battle spread, Israel was defeated before the Philistines who killed about four thousand men on the battlefield. When the people came into the camp, the elders of Israel said, "Why has the LORD defeated us today before the Philistines? Let us take to ourselves from Shiloh the ark of the covenant of the LORD, that it may come among us and deliver us from the power of our enemies." 

They were saying, “We know. We were defeated because the Ark of God was not with us.” Undoubtedly, their minds went back to the battle of Jericho when the Ark of the Covenant was in the midst of them. So then they got the Ark thinking, "surely we are going to win now." They shouted and the Philistines trembled. They remembered the stories of Israel’s victories. But the Philistines won the battle and Israel lost the Ark of God. God was not in their midst – only a symbol of God was. 
America has the symbol of God in our midst, but is God in our midst? Can God bless America now in the state that she is in when this message is being cut? (September 18, 2001.) The Israelites thought that all they needed was the Ark of the Covenant but the problem was with Hophni and Phinehas, the sons of Eli, the priest. When the women went into the temple, these two sons would sleep with them. When the sacrifices were brought, they would take the choice pieces of meat. There was sin in the camp, within the priesthood. Eli had not restrained his sons; he had let them get away with their sin. The news was brought back to Eli that his sons were dead; God put them to death in that war because of their sin. Then Eli said, “What about the Ark of God?” The messenger said that it was taken. He was a fat man and was sitting. He fell back, broke his neck and died. It was a day of defeat. 

Surely they remembered Joshua, in chapter 7, where Ai was defeated. The sons of Israel acted unfaithfully in regard to the things under the ban. But, Joshua did not know this.

Joshua 7:1-5 – But the Israelites acted unfaithfully in regard to the devoted things; Achan son of Carmi, the son of Zimri, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took some of them (things under the ban – herem). So the Lord's anger burned against Israel. Now Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is near Beth Aven to the east of Bethel, and told them, "Go up and spy out the region." So the men went up and spied out Ai. When they returned to Joshua, they said, "Not all the people will have to go up against Ai. Send two or three thousand men to take it and do not weary all the people, for only a few men are there." So about three thousand men went up; but they were routed by the men of Ai, who killed about thirty-six of them. They chased the Israelites from the city gate as far as the stone quarries and struck them down on the slopes. At this the hearts of the people melted and became like water.
Thirty-six men were killed that did not have to die. They died because there was sin in the camp. One of the things that we need to understand is that we serve a holy God. 

It is not that God is going to choose one side or the other! God is a God of righteousness. We are to choose His side: the side of righteousness, of holiness and obedience.

Joshua 7:6 – Then Joshua tore his clothes and fell facedown to the ground before the ark of the Lord, remaining there till evening. The elders of Israel did the same, and sprinkled dust on their heads. 

I was so proud of our President calling us to prayer, to humble ourselves and remember that God is God. We are a nation that forbids praying in schools. We are at a time of calamity. Who does not want to pray? All of the elders of Israel had dust on their heads.

Joshua 7:7 – And Joshua said, "Ah, Sovereign Lord, why did you ever bring this people across the Jordan to deliver us into the hands of the Amorites to destroy us? If only we had been content to stay on the other side of the Jordan!”

Joshua was not thinking clearly. He did not know that there was sin the camp. The people had a tremendous victory at Jericho and now a defeat at Ai.

Joshua 7:8-9 – “O Lord, what can I say, now that Israel has been routed by its enemies? The Canaanites and the other people of the country will hear about this and they will surround us and wipe out our name from the earth. What then will you do for your own great name?"
Joshua was concerned about the name and reputation of God, not about himself. He was facing the ignoble defeat at Ai. What was going to happen? Joshua said to God, “You brought us and were not able to deliver us and protect us from our enemies?”

In the circumstances that we are living in right now in America, what are we concerned about? Are we concerned about our welfare, our future, our finances or the name of the Lord? On the day of the attack, I was called from all over. When I got in the van, I was doing interview after interview from my cell phone, all with different radio stations and television interviews. I was called by Moody Broadcasting, asking, “Will you pray for our nation on the day that our president declared a day of mourning.” Through all of that, I watched the fear of man, questioning whether I was going to stand and speak and pray truth or was I going to just put salve on our wounds. One of the verses that I prayed was from:

Deuteronomy 32:39/Isa. 45:6-7 "See now that I, even I, am he, and there is no god beside me; I kill and I make alive; I wound and I heal; and there is none that can deliver out of my hand.”

We need more than comfort for our pain. We need to send the message to our nation that will bring genuine healing rather than just a salve on our wounds. We have to understand that we need to glorify God’s name.

Joshua 7:10-11a – The Lord said to Joshua, "Stand up! What are you doing down on your face? Israel has sinned; they have violated my covenant, which I commanded them to keep.” 
God said that they had transgressed His covenant. Joshua did not know this.

Joshua 7:11b – “They have taken some of the devoted things; they have stolen, they have lied, they have put them with their own possessions.” 

In Jericho, they were blessed. In Ai, they were accursed. The problem was that there was sin: sin took place between the battles of Jericho and Ai. They had victory, then sin, and then defeat. Don’t forget it for your own life. If there is sin, we can expect defeat. 

Num 32:23 – “Be sure your sins will find you out.”
Joshua 7:12 – That is why the Israelites cannot stand against their enemies; they turn their backs and run because they have been made liable to destruction. I will not be with you anymore unless you destroy whatever among you is devoted to destruction. (Circle unless.)
There was sin in the camp and God is a holy God. 

Deuteronomy 23:14 – “For your God walks in the middle of your camp to deliver you and to defeat your enemies before you. Therefore your camp must be holy, so that He may see no unclean thing in you and turn away from you.”

If you want the captain of host to be with you and be delivered from your enemies, then you must have a holy camp. 

Deuteronomy 23:12-13 – "You shall also have a place outside the camp and go out there, and you shall have a spade among your tools, and it shall be when you sit down outside, you shall dig with it and shall turn to cover up your excrement.”

This is how holy God is. They knew this because they had just finished reading/hearing the words of this book. If you want victory over your enemy, you must have a holy camp. There was unholiness in their camp. Can Americans survive if there is unholiness in our camp? If we do not have a holy camp, we will be defeated. They were to see that in Achan’s death. God says to the church in First Corinthians 11:25-32, you are a holy people, a covenant people. This passage is dealing with the celebration of Holy Communion.

1 Corinthians 11:25-26 – In the same way He took the cup also after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me. For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until He comes.”

Jesus Christ died for our sin. Remember, His death was for your sin. 

1 Corinthians 11:27-31 – “Therefore whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner, shall be guilty of the body and the blood of the Lord. But a man must examine himself, and in so doing he is to eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For he who eats and drinks, eats and drinks judgment to himself if he does not judge the body rightly. For this reason many among you are weak and sick, and a number sleep. But if we judged ourselves rightly, we would not be judged.”

If the children of Israel wanted victory before their enemies, there was to be no sin in the camp. If the body of Jesus Christ desires victory, there must be no sin in the camp. If we don’t judge ourselves, God will judge us; He will make us weak, sick, and some of us will die. 

1 Corinthians. 5:1-2 – “It is actually reported that there is immorality among you, and immorality of such a kind as does not exist even among the Gentiles, that someone has his father's wife. You have become arrogant and have not mourned instead, so that the one who had done this deed would be removed from your midst.”
So, for the nation of Israel, to the church of Jesus Christ, to the nation of America, can we expect God to be in our midst if we allow sin in the camp? Can America survive a war when we have sin in the camp? A headline reads: “Parents decry risqué outfits for girls.” Brittany Spears is the one who everyone looks up to and her horrible, sensual outfits. It is impossible for young teeny-boppers to buy clothes that are not sensual and sexual. 

Headline: “Fall of the family hour.” In a 1998 PTC study, it was discovered that there were just under four incidents where children were being hit with ‘raw language, lewd sexual innuendo or graphic violence. The newest PTC study on the family hour in 2001 is out.’ In a word, what was once a safe haven for children has become a cesspool of filth. The report said that first, ‘We’re not talking about obscure cable programming. This is traditional broadcast television: that of CBS, NBC, ABC, Fox, WQPN and WB. Secondly, it is not sophisticated subject matter with adult themes for more mature audiences that is creeping into the family hour. What you will typically find, with few exceptions, are series after series filled with trashy language, raw sex, graphic ultra-violence and all of it in story lines, designed not to appeal to adults, but to young persons. Even when the cuss-word is bleeped out, it is usually purposely discernable and meant only to heighten the impact of the cuss-word.’” And the article goes on.

What we’re seeing in violence, on average, in today’s family hour is a whopping 6.1 swear words every hour and violence that has increased by 70% since 1999. We are concerned about what these children have seen on TV regarding the bombing of the Twin Towers and yet we deny that what they see on television in other times. On Monday, September 10, I heard an interview. It listed several colleges now teaching courses on pornography – Northwestern University, New York University, Emerson, Arizona State, Berkeley, Harvard, all have classes on pornography. In one of those, the final exam is to make a pornographic film. Can God be in our camp? Can God walk in our camp? In Joshua 7, we see the impact of the eyes. They found out who the perpetrator was. It was Achan who had taken the things under the ban.

Joshua 7:19-21a – Then Joshua said to Achan, "My son, I implore you, give glory to the Lord, the God of Israel, and give praise to Him; and tell me now what you have done. Do not hide it from me." So Achan answered Joshua and said, "Truly, I have sinned against the Lord, the God of Israel, and this is what I did: when I saw…” 

America, watch what you are seeing because the eyes are the gateway to the soul. The eyes take in and absorb these things in the mind. As a man thinks in his heart, so he is. Keep your heart with all diligence for out of the heart are the issues of life. (Proverbs. 23:7 and Proverbs 4:23.) We have prostituted our children. 

Joshua 7:21-25a – “… when I saw among the spoil a beautiful mantle from Shinar and two hundred shekels of silver and a bar of gold fifty shekels in weight, then I coveted them and took them; and behold, they are concealed in the earth inside my tent with the silver underneath it." So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran to the tent; and behold, it was concealed in his tent with the silver underneath it. They took them from inside the tent and brought them to Joshua and to all the sons of Israel, and they poured them out before the LORD. Then Joshua and all Israel with him, took Achan the son of Zerah, the silver, the mantle, the bar of gold, his sons, his daughters, his oxen, his donkeys, his sheep, his tent and all that belonged to him; and they brought them up to the valley of Achor. Joshua said, "Why have you troubled us?” 

Who’s troubling us today? It is the people who are propagating all the pornography, all the immorality, and all this so-called freedom that we are supposed to have. It is not freedom. It is disobedience against the Word of God. If America is going to stand before her enemies, she needs to get rid of the sin in camp. It is the sin that is troubling us. 

Part of the problem is you and me. We’ve done nothing. We’ve sat idly by and we’ve allowed sin in the camp. We have not buried that filth with God’s spade. We’ve allowed it in the camp. 

Joshua 7:25 – Joshua said, "Why have you troubled us? The LORD will trouble you this day." And all Israel stoned them with stones; and they burned them with fire after they had stoned them with stones.
This is a holy God who says that He will be treated as holy. He will be honored by all those who approach Him. Joshua 8 shows us victory at Ai.

Joshua 8:1 – Now the Lord said to Joshua, "Do not fear or be dismayed. Take all the people of war with you and arise, go up to Ai; see, I have given into your hand the king of Ai, his people, his city, and his land.”

This time when they go against Ai, there is a different battle tactic. They do not march around the city the same way and watch the walls come down. God does not do things in always in the same way. He is always true to His character; His attributes never change; His word never changes. But, His ways can change. They had victory because they did as God said. If we want victory, we must do as God says – be obedient to the Lord. He is a holy God and will be treated as holy.

In Joshua 8, you marked the words ambush and commanded. What you saw was God’s strategy at Bethel and Ai. The Israelites are camped at Gilgal and are going to ambush Ai. 

Joshua 8:2b: “Set an ambush for the city behind it."

The children of Israel were going to put one camp near Ai and another camp west of Bethel and Ai. Bethel was going to pursue the children of Israel as they fled eastward. When they did that, the Israelite’s army camped west of Bethel was going to ambush Ai because all of the men at Ai were gone. When that happened Joshua was going to ambush both the armies of Bethel and Ai. (Trap them in the middle?) The entire enemy was wiped out. It was God’s strategy, His plan. They knew God’s strategy and His plan because they were listening to God. 

Joshua 8:19 – The {men in} ambush rose quickly from their place, and when he had stretched out his hand, they ran and entered the city and captured it, and they quickly set the city on fire.
Joshua 8:9b “but Joshua spent that night among the people” because they needed him.
And what did our President do? Our President went among the people. I just got this email. It said, “Here is someone who has been greatly affected by the Pentagon tragedy last Tuesday. Lieutenant Colonel Brian Birdwell is currently in the ICU with 70% of his body burned. There is concern of a lung collapse due to smoke inhalation. He and his wife are active in Emmanuel Bible Church in the DC area, shining beacons of the Gospel. Yesterday, while lying in the hospital at the Washington Burn Center, President George Bush paid a visit to Brian and Mel Birdwell.” When the president entered the room he said, “Lieutenant Colonel Birdwell,” and as he held his salute, tears welled up in his eyes as he watched Brian struggle to return the salute. He looks forward to the day when he can fully salute the President of the United States, the Supreme Commander. 

Precious one, Jesus is in the midst of us. He doesn’t leave us or forsake. He salutes us when we stand and are valiant for Him. And some day we’ll be able to salute Him back if we walk in the victory of obedience and holiness.
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