Precepts Ministries with Kay Arthur

Joshua, Lesson 4, Chapters 9-12
Have you ever looked at someone who was going through a time of great difficulty, crisis, or persecution and seen a smile on their face? Have you seen that they were not defeated; that they were living as more of a conqueror and realized that they were awesome? Did you ever envy that person because you would like to handle a difficult time like that? Or have you witnessed friends during a time of plenty who were disciplined and serving the Lord instead of being sucked into a life of extravagance? What gives us success and prosperity in times of difficulty and prosecution? We will look at this in Joshua 9-12.

Joshua 1:7-8 – “Only be strong and very courageous; be careful to do according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, so that you may have success wherever you go. This book of the laws shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it: for then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have success.”

As we began this course, we learned that the words success and prosper don’t really mean what people tell us they mean.

The word prosper does not mean you’ll have lots & lots of money. Prosperous mean: to accomplish satisfactorily what is intended. It means that you live through the situation in the way that God intended. You handle whatever comes your way the way God intended you to handle it. 

Success, sakal in the Hebrew, a process of thinking through a complex arrangement of thoughts resulting in wise dealing.

In other words, you have success because you know what’s going on. You’re able to analyze it and you move through that situation the way you know you ought to. Success and prosperity are pretty closely related. That’s what we want to have. It’s one thing to memorize scripture and be able to turn to many verses, but it’s another thing to live it out so that we live in the way God intended us to – wisely and successfully.

Four musts in Joshua 9-12 that will teach us to

live successfully and help us to prosper.

1. We must stay in constant communication with God.

2. We must honor the covenant that God has made for us.

3. We must not compromise.

4. We must not be afraid.

1. We must stay in constant communication with God.
In Joshua 9, Joshua has gone to Ai a second time and has conquered it, and now Jericho has been brought down and all the kings around him have gone into the land. 

Joshua 9:2-4 – (The kings) gathered themselves together with one accord to fight with Joshua and with Israel. When the inhabitants of Gibeon heard what Joshua had done to Jericho and to Ai, they also acted craftily… 

They get old clothes and bags and bring stale bread to appear as it they had been on a long journey. They come to Joshua’s camp and ask him to make a covenant with them. Most inhabitants of the land wanted to fight Joshua, but not the men from Gibeon. They have heard what God has done and there is a fear and respect for God there. They knew they would not bring the Israelites down and win.

Covenant: A solemn, binding agreement (karath beriyth)

It means we want to cut and enter into a blood covenant with you. The men of Israel know the word of God. They have just stood in front of Mount Ebal and Mount Gerizim and they have recited the law one to another, the blessings and the cursings, and they know that in Exodus 23:32 God said do not make a covenant with any of the people in the land. In Deuteronomy 20:10-18, He told them if they are living within your borders you are to kill them. If they are living outside your borders and you go against a country then you should try to make peace first. These Gibeonites were living within the land but didn’t want the Israelites to know it. So the Jews asked about them living in the land and how could they make a covenant with them. But they presented themselves to Joshua as servants, Joshua asked “who are you” and they tell a colossal lie. And then, going against our “must” point number one,

Joshua 9:14 – So the men (of Israel) took some of their provisions, and did not ask the counsel of the Lord. 

They acted according to their own understanding rather than obey God. They were deceived and taken in by what their eyes saw. We ourselves can become so preoccupied and busy with the work we are doing that we neglect that which sustains, directs, protects, and reminds us who God is. That is why you and I must stay in constant communication with God. We do that by being in the Word and being in prayer. And it can’t be just the Word. We need to talk with God and seek His wisdom. He will give us insight into a situation. Joshua and the elders did not do that; they did not seek the counsel of God. They looked and based their decisions on what they saw. We don’t go by what we see because we can’t see everything. We don’t know the beginning and the end. We have to go by what the Word of God says and not lean on our own understanding as Proverbs 3:5-6 tells us.

Deuteronomy 30:20 – By loving the Lord your God, by obeying His voice, and by holding fast to Him; for this is your life and the length of your days, that you may live in the land. 

God is saying we have to obey Him and hold fast to Him by praying and staying in communication with Him. These men knew the Word but were governed by what they saw rather than consulting God. Eve also listened to a lie of a one she could see even though she knew the Word of God. She did not stop in the middle and ask God what to do.

Have our easy lives made us forget God and become lax in our communication with Him? God knows how to get our attention. He got the attention of our nation on September 11, 2001, but a lot of our nation did not keep their attention on God. If they had, their lives would have been revolutionized. When the Israelites are sent in to scope out the land, they see the giants and they are turned away from the Word of God because they are not walking with God. In Joshua 7 we see Achan at Ai and he knows he’s not to touch their things, but he takes them. He’s not staying in communication with God but responding to what he sees. We need to recognize our “giants” which keep us from communicating with God. 

Moses got angry at the Israelites grumbling and struck the rock (and sinned). In times of busyness, stress and impending doom, or in times of ease and plenty, it’s easy to leave communicating with God out of the equation.

Joshua 9:15 – And Joshua made peace with them and made a covenant with them, to let them live; and the leaders of the congregation swore (an oath) to them.
It came about after three days of making the covenant that the Israelites learn that the Gibeons were living within their land; that they had been lied to and deceived. They believed that they did not have to keep that covenant. This leads to the second “must” to success and prospering.

2. We must honor the covenant that God has made for us.
When you and I receive Jesus Christ we enter into the new covenant. When we are in covenant with God, we are to live in constant communication, in constant care, in constant remembrance that we are no longer our own but we are bought with a price to glorify God in our body and spirit, which are God’s. 

In Joshua 9:18, it says the sons of Israel did not strike them, even though they wanted to. But the leaders of the congregation had sworn to them by the Lord the God of Israel that they would not kill the Gibeons. The Israelites wanted to kill the Gibeons, but the leaders of the congregation would not allow it because of the covenant made three days earlier. This caused the entire congregation to become angry with the leaders. They wanted to break the covenant because they had been tricked into it. 

Your disobedience does not excuse you from further obedience to God’s commands in the situation that you created by your disobedience.”

Joshua 9:19-20 – But all the leaders said to the whole congregation, ”We have sworn to them by the Lord, the God of Israel, and now we cannot touch them. This we will do to them, even let them live, lest wrath be upon us for the oath which we swore to them.”
A covenant is a covenant is a covenant. It is a solemn binding agreement made by passing through pieces of flesh and God is the sovereign administrator of all covenants. Malachi 2 says marriage is a covenant. We are not to break that covenant. If we honor God in a covenant, God will come along side and fight any battle with us and lead us to victory.

Now the Gibeon knights are allowed to live within the land and cannot be put to death because of the covenant. In covenant there is oneness; two become one. In battle, covenant partners are bound to support you. In Joshua 10:6, the Gibeon men send word that they needed help. They said, “Do not abandon your servants, for all the kings of the Amorites that live in the hill country have assembled against us.” They are going to come against Joshua and the Israelites, but first they want to take out the Gibeonites because they know they have made a covenant.

Joshua 10:7-8 – So Joshua went up from Gilgal, he and all the people of war with him and all the valiant warriors. And the Lord said to Joshua, “Do not fear them, for I have given them into your hands; not one of them shall stand before you.”

In verse 10, God confounds those people before the Amorites, He slays them. A major historical event occurs in verse 12:
Joshua 10:12-14 – Then Joshua spoke to the Lord in the day when the Lord delivered up the Amorites before the sons of Israel, and he said in the sight of Israel, “O sun, stand still at Gibeon, And O moon in the valley of Aijalon.” So the sun stood still and the moon stopped, until the nation avenged themselves of their enemies. Is it not written in the book of Jashar? And the sun stopped in the middle of the sky, and did not hasten to go (down) for about a whole day. And there was no day like that before it or after it, when the Lord listened to the voice of a man; for the Lord fought for Israel.
Know that when we honor a covenant, God is pleased and fights for you and with you. In 2 Samuel 21, hundreds of years later, David is the king and there is a famine during his days that lasts for three years. David went to the Lord and asked why the famine and the Lord explained that it was because Saul had put the Gibeonites to death. They were to be protected by Israel from generation to generation because of the covenant they made with them. When David went to the Gibeons to ask what to do, they replied that it wasn’t for them to decide. An agreement was made to turn over seven men to be exterminated in the place of what was done to them and the king agrees.

2 Samuel 21:7 – But the king spared Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan the son of Saul, because of the oath of the Lord which was between them, between David and Saul’s son, Jonathan.

David and Jonathan had made a covenant not just between themselves as individuals but between them and their descendents. If one of them died, the other was responsible to take care of the family. That covenant spared Mephibosheth on that day. Why the famine? Because a covenant was made and broken. If we break a covenant we will not succeed or prosper.

3. We must not compromise.

We are not to hug the neck of the enemy. In 2 Chronicles 19:2 God said to Jehoshaphat “Should you love the people I hate, should you help those that are my enemies?” In Joshua 10:16-25 we see them gathering the enemies, the kings who have come against them, and Joshua has them put to death. 
Joshua 10:24 – And it came about when they brought these kings out to Joshua that Joshua called for all the men of Israel, and said to the chiefs of the men of war who had gone with him,” Come near, put your feet on the necks of these kings.” So they came near and put their feet on their necks. 

Joshua 10:25-27 – Joshua says, “Do not fear or be dismayed! Be strong and courageous, for thus the Lord will do to all your enemies with whom you fight.” So afterward Joshua struck them and put them to death, and he hanged them on five trees; and they hung on the trees until evening.
In verses 28-40 we see two key phrases that tell us how we are to have success and prosper:

· We cannot hug the necks of our enemies. 

· We are to “utterly destroy them” and “leave no survivor”.

Joshua 10:40 – Thus Joshua struck all the land, the hill country and the Negev and the lowland and the slopes and all their kings. He left no survivor, but he utterly destroyed all who breathed just as the Lord, the God of Israel, had commanded. 

In Genesis 15:16 they were not allowed to go in and take the land until the Amorites cup of iniquity was full. The kings living in the land of Canaan had a chance to repent and believe and embrace the God of Melchizedek. They had the Word just like the descendents of Ham, Shem and Japheth. They all knew what God had done but they turned away. Now the iniquity is full. God does not want you and me cohabitating with the enemy. He makes that very clear in 2 Corinthians 6:17 when He says “come out from among them and be separate and touch not the unclean thing.” 

Let’s transfer this principle, spiritually, to us. We have enemies. We have the things that wage war against our soul. We have our passions and our habits and our things of the world that are constantly flaunted before us. An amoral society that tells us that is it all right to live any way we want; that it is all right to have sex before marriage, to live together. It is not all right; it is a sin. 

In Hebrews 13:4 God says marriage is honorable in all and the bed undefiled but fornicators and adulterers God will judge. Care what the bible says not what society says. 1John 5:19 says the whole world lies under the power of the evil one. The whole of the world, by nature, are sons of disobedience. They walk according to the lusts of their eyes and minds. Their father is the devil who is a liar and a murderer and a deceiver who abides not in the truth. We are not to compromise with them. We are to step into their territory and rescue those who want to come under covenant with God. But we have to remember that the rest are our enemies.

In the USA we have said you can believe whatever you want to believe, so as Christians we have a right to stand up for what we believe and let it govern our lives. Our God never changes His mind. The Koran separates into two parts and the first half says different things than the second half because Mohammed says it’s okay for God to change His mind. But that’s not our God. Our God changes not. Our God is the same yesterday, today and forever. (Hebrews 13:8). 

And the Word of God does not change or alter. But when you read the Koran, when you go through and see what it says, it says that they consider us infidels and because we are infidels it is right in their religion and it is their duty to put us to death. Some Muslims may or may not know that. They may not have read those passages. Everyone who claims to be a Muslim does not believe that, and does not even know that, but it’s there in the book. So if we ever come to living by both of our books, we will be in conflict. And we can’t compromise and put our arms around them and embrace them and say, “This is a great religion, this is wonderful.” It is a lie. Everything outside of Christianity is a lie, a deception, and a distortion of truth. That’s why you must know the Word of God: why you must stay in constant communion with God. That’s why you must keep this covenant whether it’s by life or by death. And that’s why you must understand that the enemy must be dealt with.

There are enemies around us and there are enemies within us. Whatever shape or form, we must determine how God tells us to deal with them. One of the things He tells us is when they persecute us, we are not to retaliate; we are to do good back to them.

4. We must not be afraid
Chapter 11:1-9 the northern campaign begins. They’ve come in, they’ve taken the southern part of Canaan and now they’re going to the north. As they get ready, God tells Joshua:
Joshua 11:6 – “Do not be afraid because of them, for tomorrow at this time I will deliver all of them slain before Israel; you shall hamstring their horses and burn their chariots with fire “
In Joshua 1:9 He tells him do not tremble or be dismayed, do not fear the enemy. When we fear, it keeps us from possessing our possessions. If they would fear the enemy, they would not go to war and have the northern part of Canaan.

Joshua 11:12 – And Joshua captured all the cities of these kings, and all their kings, and he struck them with the edge of the sword, (and) utterly destroyed them; just as Moses the servant of the Lord had commanded. 

Then the Israelites get rest!

Joshua 11:23 – So, Joshua took the whole land, according to all that the Lord had spoken to Moses, and Joshua gave it for an inheritance to Israel according to their divisions by their tribes. Thus the land had rest from war. 
If you want to have rest from war, from conflict with the enemies, rest comes by faith. Rest comes by possessing your possessions. Rest comes by knowing this is what God says. I’m in communication with God, I know this is what I’m to do and I am going to do it. I am in covenant with God, I am going to walk in obedience with God, I am not going to make any alliance with any enemy within or without and I am not going to be afraid. 

When you do that, when you are not afraid, then you can do what’s done in Joshua 12. 
In Joshua 12:1 we have a list of all their victories over their enemies: of all the enemies that were defeated. When you are in communication with God, when you remember that you are in covenant with God and walk with God and He is there fighting with you, and you are not afraid and you are dealing with the enemy the way you ought to be dealing with the enemy, then what is the end result of that? It’s a rest of faith. It is moving in and possessing your possessions. You can list a string of victories when you move forward in faith rather than listing a string of defeats when you regress in unbelief and disobedience and you shrink back in fear instead of walking with God.

If I sit down and make a list of victories since I started walking with God, since I accepted Jesus Christ and entered into that covenant, since I started meditating on His Word day and night, since I determined to be obedient to Him, since I determined I would rid this land, (this body He had purchased), by the power of God of these enemies fighting with me, I have had rest.

There are the four “musts.” The most important one is staying in communication with God. It cost Joshua and the children of Israel a lot when they did not. And it cost them down the line when the famine came and they suffered because a wrong covenant was made because he did not seek the counsel of the Lord.

Please pray that we will remember that nothing else really matters except whether or not we have pleased God; that we have been faithful to our covenant; that we have been obedient. No man’s measure of our life matters, we are only accountable to God. Pray that our lives will be successful and prosperous in the eyes of God. Pray that we can look at our list of victories and acknowledge that they were only done with the help of God.
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