Precepts Ministries with I remember Arthur

Joshua Lesson 5, Chapters 13-17

Retirement is wonderful! You’re done working! But here’s the question: What are you doing for the Lord? I want you to know your part in serving the Lord is not over until they close the coffin and not until they actually close the lid. As mourners stand see you and remember your life and what you meant to them and the kingdom of God, where are they going to stop? Are they to stop at a specific age when they retire and travel and play golf? When it comes to serving the Lord it’s not over until they close the lid on the coffin. 

Whether you’re young or old, you are to be following the Lord fully and there is no retirement in the time of war (Ecclesiastes 8:8). And it will be war until Jesus Christ returns and puts the neck of the enemy under His heel and reigns as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. You can serve the Lord fully at any age because 2 Peter 1:3 says you have been given His divine power and it has granted to you everything that pertains to life and godliness, and it belongs to you until they close the lid of the coffin, and when they close the lid, it’s over. You’ve done what you could have done and you’re standing before God, and there’s no redeeming the past. There is simply giving an answer to Him in how you lived and moved and had your being. Let’s see what Joshua has to say about serving and following the Lord fully.

First let’s look at Ecclesiastes 8 with regard to us saying there’s no retirement in the time of war.

Ecclesiastes 8:8 – No man has authority to restrain the wind with the wind, or the authority over the day of death; and there is no discharge in the time of war, and evil will not deliver those who practice it.
In other words, it’s war and you can’t go home or get out. As a soldier you are to endure hardships for the sake of Jesus Christ. We are under orders. And further more, if we think we can get out of our commitment by committing evil, evil will catch up with us. As we look at Joshua 13-17, it is not the most interesting lesson, but it is important because it is about Joshua taking the land. Joshua is about possessing the possession that God promised to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and to his descendents as an everlasting possession. Joshua is like culmination of everything from Genesis 12 through Deuteronomy. It all leads to the point of Joshua. Joshua is like the completion of it all.

Joshua, Chapters 1-4 – Preparing to enter the land.

Joshua, Chapters 5-12 – They take the land and conquer their enemies. 

Joshua, Chapters 13-21 – They possess their possessions.

Joshua, Chapters 22-24 – Serving the Lord in the land.

How do we possess our possessions? By following the Lord fully. And that is the term we see in relationship to Caleb. Then we learn how they are to serve the land both east and west of the Jordan.

Joshua 13:1 – Now Joshua was old (and) advanced in years when the Lord said to him “You are old (and) advanced in years, and very much of the land remains to be possessed.
So He’s saying you’re old, but I’m not through with you yet because your work is not yet done. Moses gave part of the land in Joshua 13, but the west has not yet received their possession. I remember a biography of a missionary man who fled from China and stayed in communion with God for direction. This brother wrote a letter saying the Lord had called him to a different level of ministry. He had Lou Gehrig’s disease so he would no longer be able to speak, but he felt God leading him into the ministry of full time intercession. He viewed it as a privilege to serve in that way. That’s perseverance and enduring until the end. That’s being steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, and knowing that your labor is not in vain. That’s realizing that when your days are over, God’s the one who closes the coffin, but only when He decides your work is done. Joshua had a work to do.

Joshua 13:6 – “All the inhabitants of the hill country from Lebanon as far as Misrephoth-maim, all the Sidonians, I will drive them out from before the sons of Israel; only allot it to Israel for an inheritance as I have commanded you.

We know inheritance is a key repeated word. He is saying Moses has delegated the land to the 2 ½ tribes on the east side, you have crossed over, now the other 9 ½ tribes on the west side have to have their borders for their tribes. So He instructs him as to what he is to do. What is the word that God spoke to Joshua and Caleb? In Numbers, we are reminded of the faithfulness of God. We see that God is going to kill every man who is 20 years and above and would not go into the Promised Land. But Joshua and Caleb were spared because they are the only two of twelve land spies that trust in God and communicate about their fears. (Numbers 14:22)

Numbers 14:23-24 – … hall by no means see the land which I swore to their fathers, nor shall any of those who spurned Me see it. “But My servant Caleb, because he has had a different spirit and has followed Me fully, I will bring into the land which he entered, and his descendants shall take possession of it. 
In forty years, God closed the coffin on all of them. The men were old enough and responsible able to listen to God. They could have sided with Joshua and Caleb. When the crowd of Israelites was grumbling, there were plenty of people who could have crossed the line and said, “We’re going to listen to God’s word. We’re going to follow the Lord fully.” 

Have we made that decision to fully serve the Lord?

Have we asked God that if we should turn our back on Him, that He would take us out. That he would close the coffin on us so that we would not bring shame to His name. We should long to be a “Caleb,” following the Lord fully. I know a man who cannot see or hear well anymore, but he preaches sermons to himself and sings hymns and prays all day. He is not a complainer; he is a blessing to be around. God has a purpose for him and has not closed the coffin yet.

What was it about Caleb that allowed him to follow the Lord fully? In Joshua 14:6-12, notice the key repeated phrase “the word.” 

Joshua 14:6-8 – Then the sons of Judah drew near to Joshua in Gilgal, and Caleb the sons of Jephunneh the Kenizzite said to him “you know the word which the Lord spoke to Moses the man of God concerning you and me in Kadesh-barnea. I was forty years old when Moses the servant of the Lord sent me from Kadesh-barnea to spy out the land, and I brought word back to him as (it was) in my heart. Nevertheless, my brethren who went up with me made the heart of the people melt with fear; but I followed the Lord my God fully. 

When you follow the Lord God fully, it brings isolation to a degree. Many around are not going to follow the Lord fully. So it sets you apart and it’s not easy. Sometimes it’s very lonely. 

Joshua 14:10-11 “And now behold, the Lord has let me live, just as He spoke, these forty-five years, from the time that the Lord spoke this word to Moses, when Israel walked in the wilderness; and now behold, I am eighty-five years old today. I am still as strong today as I was in the day Moses sent me; so my strength is now, for war and for going out and coming in.”
Caleb

He knew God had spoken.

He followed Him fully.

He remained humble

We see Caleb’s dependency on God rather than himself. It was God that gave them the victory. It was God that enabled them to enter the land. It was God that enabled them to take out their enemies. When they began to possess their possessions, they were possessions that God had given them. So Caleb followed the Lord fully even though he had to wander in the wilderness forty years. When the Sons of Israel grumbled, Caleb did not. He did not feel the need to retire at sixty. He followed the Lord fully. What about us? Knowing the Word should not be our only focus. We are to get out and reach out to others. Precepts has tools for any student. We have the training and the knowledge, now we need to press on and not consider “retirement.”

He is allotting the land to Judah and Caleb is going to get part of Judah’s land. 

Joshua 15:14-17 – And Caleb drove out from there the three sons of Anak: Sheshai and Ahiman and Talmai, the children of Anak. Then he went up from there against the inhabitants of Debir; now the name of Debir formerly was Kiriath-sepher. And Caleb said, “The one who attacks Kiriath-sepher and captures it, I will give him Achsah my daughter as a wife.” And Othniel the son of Kenaz, the brother of Caleb, captured it; so he gave him Achsah his daughter as a wife. 
The man that got Caleb’s daughter got “one more” woman. She was a woman who would follow the Lord fully. And she asked her father for a blessing and she received the upper and lower springs. It was not greed; she needed water for the desert land. This is written in Judges.

Joshua 15:18-19 – … she alighted from the donkey, and Caleb said to her, “What do you want?” Then she said “Give me a blessing; …
God is recording something for us twice: once in Joshua and then in Judges. He focuses on a woman. We are not second-class citizens. He gave Adam and Eve dominion over all the earth. We lost it because the woman believed a lie. But God values a woman. She wanted a blessing and God gave her one. In 1 Chronicles 4:9, where genealogies are listed, women are not mentioned. Caleb’s daughter was like her father. She followed God fully. She wanted more from God. We should want more not so that we get spoiled and lazy, but we should want more and more to serve God. If we are faithful in the little things, He will give us the greater things. Never out of the sake of personal ambition, but for the sake of the furtherance of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. To follow the Lord fully, you cannot look at your possessions or your enemies. It does not depend on you; it depends on God. In Joshua 16 we have the account of the inheritance of Joseph’s sons. 

Joshua 16:4,10 And the sons of Joseph, Manasseh and Ephraim, received their inheritance. But they did not drive out the Canaanites who lived in Gezer, so the Canaanites live in the midst of Ephraim to this day, and they became forced laborers. 
The sons did not follow the Lord fully. They were to drive out the enemy. They were to put the enemy to death. They were not to hire the enemy or enslave them or make them forced laborers because then they would become tools of seduction. They did not follow the Lord fully.

Joshua 17:12 – But the sons of Manasseh could not take possession of these cities, because the Canaanites persisted in living in that land.
God said, “You go in and take possession of the land. I will fight for you. I will drive out the enemy.” But they could not take possession because they did not drive out the enemy completely. They put them to forced labor instead. They were not following the Lord fully. Compare them to Caleb. Caleb looks at the toughest thing and charges the hill. He does what the Lord tells him. But they are not following the Lord.

Joshua 17:14-15 – Then the sons of Joseph spoke to Joshua, saying, “Why have you given me only one lot and one portion for an inheritance, since I am a numerous people whom the Lord has thus far blessed?” And Joshua said to them, “If you are a numerous people, go up to the forest and clear a place for yourself there in the land of the Perizzites and of the Rephaim, since the hill country of Ephraim is too narrow for you.”

Joshua 17:16 – And the sons of Joseph said, “The hill country is not enough for us, and all the Canaanites who live in the valley land have chariots of iron, both those who are in Beth-shean and its towns, and those who are in the valley of Jezreel.”

They don’t think the hill country is big enough, and they don’t want the valley because the Canaanites are already there. I’m sure God is saying, “Did you read my lips? Did you hear me? Did I not say I would drive them out? Did I not show you that I would fight for you? Have you not seen it demonstrated from Jericho on? Have you not seen it? Why are you looking at those chariots?

Isaiah 31:1 “Whoa to them who go down to Egypt for help and rely on horses and trust in chariots because they are many and in horsemen because they are very strong, but they do not look to the Holy One of Israel nor seek the Lord.”

If you are following the Lord fully, you do not look at your age or circumstances and say, “I can’t.” And you don’t look at the enemy and say, “I cannot do it.” God is sovereign and He is the one who fights for you, but He does not fight for you while you’re sitting in your rocking chair or sitting on the bank fishing or on the course swinging a golf club if you’re doing that day in and day out. There’s no retirement in the time of war. It doesn’t matter how old or young you are, you are to serve the Lord fully until the coffin lid is closed by God. 

When Joshua spoke to the house of Joseph (Joshua 17:17), to Ephraim and Mennassah, he said, “You are a numerous people and you have great power.” Do you realize the power that we have? Do you realize that we are heir of God as Romans 8:16-17 says? 

Why do we look at our enemies in fear and tremble? Why do we look at the circumstances and look at ourselves? It is not us but it is God in us. Stuart Briscoll (?) said “I can’t God; You can; let’s go!” We are to follow the Lord fully. 

Psalm 20:6-9 – Now I know that the Lord saves His anointed; He will answer him from His holy heaven with the saving strength of His right hand. Some (boast) in chariots, and some in horses; But we will boast in the name of the Lord, our God. They have bowed down and fallen; But we have risen and stood upright. Save, O Lord; May the King answer us in the day we call.

Proverbs 21:31 – The horse is preparing for the day of battle, but victory belongs to the Lord.
Remember to read church history. I suggest the 2001 book “Under the Influence” about how Christianity transformed civilization. You will see what the early church was like: how the church grew by 40% over four centuries because these people believed that Jesus had not only died on the cross but was risen from the dead, and that when the coffin was closed, they would be absent from the body but present with the Lord. It is proof of people who were fearless and followed Him no matter what the cost. They were persecuted for not only not worshipping the pagan gods, but also for living moral, upright lives which was offensive to the morally licentious Romans. 

And that is exactly what we are to the world today. Non-Christian writers document the high morality of Christians. In the words of Plines, Christians bound themselves not to do any wicked deeds, not to commit any fraud, theft, or adultery, never to falsify a word or deny their trust that they should be called upon to deliver up. In other words, they were to follow the Lord fully. And when they followed the Lord fully, it cost many of them their lives and they did not even flinch. They practiced morality that condemned the Roman practices of abortion, infanticide, suicide, homosexual sex, and the degradation of women. Their moral posture was one of the many reasons they were despised and often imprisoned, tortured or killed. The Romans made them into an army of martyrs. It was the historian who wrote and said that the blood of the martyrs was the seed of the church. They followed the Lord fully. 

I preached a message on September 11, 2001 on “We have never passed this way before.” God gave me this message even before I heard the news of the destruction of the Twin Towers and the Pentagon. We have to look at the Bible and apply it to our hearts. God’s looking for present day Joshuas and Calebs - men and women who will follow Him fully. Upon reading the book “Under the Influence,” about the persecution of Christians and seeing their faithfulness, I remember my heart was touched and inspired to realize I may never have the honor of laying down my life for Him, but I shall follow Him fully. I remember I shared other excerpts from the book about persecution in the early church (very gruesome). Ironically, the book states that the more the Christians were persecuted, the more their numbers grew. It is right to state that the blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church. As the pagans watched them die, they saw that they served the Lord fully and said, “This is the God I want.” Realize how many people are watching the way we walk all the days of our lives. So don’t say “not yet” and don’t say “my time is over.” Serve the Lord fully and let others see He is worthy to be followed.
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