Precept Ministries with Kay Arthur

Joshua, Lesson 6, Chapters 18-21

“What is Your World View – Is It Politically Correct or Biblically Correct?”

When it comes to war, to one country ruling over another and to the matter of whose land it is and to whom does it belong (i.e. should Israel get rid of the Palestinians or allow them to live there), what view do you take? Do you take a Biblical worldview, or is it a view of politics, prejudice, popular opinion, or emotions? How do you analyze a situation and look at something and say this is the way it should be, or this is the way I should respond? Is it right or wrong or is the view out of prejudice? Is it out of a political understanding, or out of what is popular among men, or is it simply an emotional thing? Can you step back and look at everything through the filter of God’s Word? 

Do you have a Biblical worldview?

How did you react on September 11th to the terrorist attacks on the Twin World Trade Towers and the Pentagon, or on October 7th when the President said that they had attacked Afghanistan and bombed the major strongholds of the Taliban? How have these events changed the way you have lived? Did fear grip your heart? Did it alter your lifestyle? Were you more interested in God? Did you run to find books on the end times? Did you read Nostradamos, the false prophet that lived during the time of the Russian empire, the man who influenced a king through a queen? Did you go to the word of God and say, “God help me to understand this from a Biblical perspective.”

How are you handling life now in the light of your present circumstances? What is your Biblical worldview today? Is your worldview Biblical, political, prejudiced, popular or emotional? We need to be discerning in the way we talk and in being sensitive to what is being said, but we also need to be Biblical. How can we get a Biblical worldview? The book of Joshua can help lead the way.

Joshua 18:1 – Then the whole congregation of the sons of Israel assembled themselves at Shiloh, and set up the tent of meeting there; and the land was subdued before them.

The Israelites are acting Biblically as they are doing what God told them to do. They know that they are to worship God where God says they are to worship Him. There is a way to worship God, and we are to worship him now as outlined in John 4:24.

John 4:24 – God is spirit and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and in truth.

We are to worship God by obeying God because we believe and honor God. Believing and obeying God are synonymous. We worship him by having a Biblical worldview in making judgments, decisions, and keeping emotions under control under the Word of God.

In Joshua 18 the Israelites are setting up the tent of meeting at Shiloh. In Genesis 49, Shiloh is used for the first time in the Bible where it refers to a person, not a place. Jacob summons his 12 sons of Israel and gives them a blessing and shares what will befall them in the days to come. In verses 8-12 Jacob is talking to Judah and is giving the prophecy of what will happen to Judah.

Genesis 49:9-10 – Judah is a lion’s whelp; from the prey, my son, you have gone up. He crouches; he lies down as a lion, and as a lion, who dares rouse him up? The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, until Shiloh comes, and to him shall be the obedience of the peoples. He ties his foal to the vine, and his donkey’s colt to the choice vine; He washes his garments in wine, and his robes in the blood of grapes. His eyes are dull from wine, and his teeth white from milk. 

Here is a prophecy about the Messiah who will eventually rule and to whom the obedience of the people is required. Next time Shiloh is mentioned is found in Joshua 18:1. Why was the tent of meeting set up at Shiloh? 

Deuteronomy 12:1-3 – These are the statutes and the judgments which you shall carefully observe in the land which the Lord, the God of your fathers, has given you to possess as long as you live on the earth. You shall utterly destroy all the places where the nations whom you shall dispossess serve their gods. You shall tear down their altars and smash their sacred pillars and burn their Asherim with fire, and you shall cut down the engraved images of their gods and obliterate their name from that place. 
The Israelites are to go in and rid the land of these people and their gods. Is this respectful? This is God’s Word and you don’t go by popular opinion because it is what God says. It is what they were to do. He created the world and He gave men the breath upon the face of the earth. And He tells us how we are to live. We are to know and do it and we are not to think, “That isn’t politically correct!” It is Biblical and that is what they were told to do.

 Deuteronomy 12:4-8 – You shall not act like that to the Lord your God for the way they act toward their gods. You shall seek the Lord at the place which the Lord your God will choose from all your tribes, to establish His name there for His dwelling, and there you shall come. There you shall bring your burnt offerings, your sacrifices, your tithes, and the contribution of your hand, your votive offerings, your freewill offerings, and the firstborn of your herd and of your flock. There also you and your households shall eat before the Lord your God, and rejoice in all your undertakings in which the Lord your God has blessed you. You shall not do at all what we are doing here today, every man doing whatever is right in his own eyes;
Today, we are not to do like the Israelites were doing, which was doing everything that was right in their own eyes. Where were the Israelites in this scripture? They were in the wilderness on the east side of the Jordan camped at Shittim. They had been wandering in the wilderness and God told them that when they got to that place (the promised land), they weren’t to do as they wanted to do. They were to do as God told them to do. Even today we are not to walk by our own emotions, reasoning or thoughts of what is politically correct or prejudice. You do exactly what God says to do.

Deuteronomy 12:9-14 – …for you have not yet come to the resting place, and the inheritance in which the Lord your God is giving you. When you cross the Jordan and live in the land which the Lord your God is giving you to inherit, and He gives you rest from all your enemies around you so that you live in security then it shall come about that the place in which your Lord your God will chose for His name to dwell, there you shall bring all that I command you. Be careful that you do not offer burnt offerings in every cultic place you see, but in the place in which the Lord chooses in one of your tribes, there you shall offer your burnt offerings, and there you shall do all that I command you.

In Joshua 18:1, the Israelites have come to that place. They assemble at Shiloh, set up the tent of meeting, the land is subdued before them, and now they have a time of rest. Looking at Shiloh, it is a reminder of a Biblical worldview. Reference Psalm 78. It is a historical psalm that relates what the children of Israel went through and gives insight into what the scriptures say.
Psalm 78:54-56 – So He brought them to His holy land, to this hill country which His right hand had gained. He drove out the nations before them. He apportioned them for an inheritance by measurement, and made the tribes of Israel dwell in their tents. Yet they tempted and rebelled against the most high God and did not keep His testimonies. 

God brings them into the land and apportions the land to the seven tribes (chapters 16-19). They had been brought into the land by God, given everything they needed and what did they do? They rebelled against God! They did not keep God’s testimony and walked by the sight of their eyes and the lusts of their hearts, and walked by the light of the other nations.

Psalm 78:58-60 – For they provoked him with their high places and aroused His jealousy with their graven images. When God heard he was filled with wrath and greatly abhorred Israel so that He abandoned the dwelling place at Shiloh, the tent which He had pitched among men.

Why did God pitch the tent? That is where He told them to set it up and they stayed there almost 400 yrs. The tent and tabernacle were set up at Shiloh.

Psalm 67:7 – He rejected the tent of Joseph, and did not choose the tribe of Ephraim, but chose the tribe of Judah, Mount Zion which He loved. And He built His sanctuary like the heights, like the earth which He has founded forever. He also chose David His servant and took him from the sheepfolds; from the care of the ewes with suckling lambs He brought him to shepherd Jacob His people, and Israel His inheritance. 

God moves away from Shiloh, puts the scepter in Judah’s hand and Judah’s hand begins to rule. Power comes through Judah and He sets up the sanctuary in the city of Jerusalem, which is in Judah’s territory. (Reference Genesis 49:8-12, Jeremiah 7:12-14, 26:6.)

Jeremiah 26:6-8 – then I will make this house (the temple that has been set up in Jerusalem) like Shiloh, and this city I will make a curse to all the nations of the earth. The priests and the prophets and all the people heard Jeremiah speaking these words in the house of the Lord. When Jeremiah finished speaking all that the Lord had commanded him to speak to all the people, the priests and the prophets and all the people seized him, saying, “You must die!”

Jerusalem will be a curse to nations of the earth. Even today, if anyone comes against Jerusalem and doesn’t have a Biblical worldview about Jerusalem, then God will deal with every nation that doesn’t. God will judge every nation that doesn’t honor Jerusalem as God intends them to honor Jerusalem.
Why did they want Jeremiah to die? Because what he spoke was not politically or emotionally correct. They didn’t want to hear the truth, only what they wanted to hear. That is the same today! We have moved from politically correct to emotionally correct. Don’t tell me anything that will cause me to think in any way that God might be dealing with America! When I got to Greece the week after 9/11, a leader said, “We were studying what you said. It was as if you said it after 9/11. You said that ‘God will judge America, that we are full of greed and idolatry, and God will pull the financial rug out from under America because we are filled with sin.’” God has to get our attention. He doesn’t want us to continue in sin, rebellion, lies and deception. God has his ways of getting our attention.

Jeremiah 26:9 – “Why have you prophesied in the name of the Lord saying ‘This house will be like Shiloh, and this city will be desolate without inhabitant’? And all the people gathered around Jeremiah in the house of the Lord.

They didn’t want to hear what Jeremiah was saying because they didn’t like anything he said.

Jeremiah 26:12-14 – Then Jeremiah spoke to all the officials and to all the people, saying “The Lord sent me to prophecy against this house and against this city all the words which you have heard. Now therefore, amend your ways and your deeds and obey the voice of the Lord you God; and the Lord will change His mind about the misfortune which He has pronounced against you. But as for me, behold, I am in your hand; do with me as is good and right in your sight. 

Jeremiah 26:16-19 – Then the officials and all the people said to the priests and to the prophets, “No death sentence for this man! For he has spoken to us in the name of the Lord our God.” Then some of the elders of the land rose up and spoke to all the assembly of the people, saying, “Micah prophesied in the days of Hezekiah, king of Judah; and he spoke to all the people of Judah, saying, ‘Thus the Lord of hosts has said, “Zion will be plowed as a field, and Jerusalem will become ruins, and the mountain of the house as the high places of a forest.”’” Did Hezekiah and the king of Judah and all Judah put him to death? Did he not fear the Lord and entreat the favor of the Lord, and the Lord changed his mind about the misfortune which He had pronounced against them? But we are committing a great evil against ourselves.

You and I have the message, the Truth, and the wisdom (Jesus) from God and we are to have a Biblical worldview. We are to stand in the middle of a perverse generation just like Jeremiah and Micah. And unless others get a Biblical view and see that God is God, God will have to judge them.

We have been praying and fasting for a revival but we are not prepared for one because the church in America has been very lax. And we have not possessed our possessions. Revival could not be sustained because no revival can survive without a solid church to support it and to help it grow. Revival is not an emotional thing. Revival is to bring back a strong and healthy life to the church.

Shiloh is a significant place as it is a place of obedience, hearing the word of God and worshipping God in truth, as He is to be worshipped. We need to see that the way we get our Biblical worldview is by getting into the Book and obeying and doing what God says. Another point to be aware of is the danger of laxity, the danger of losing your grip and letting truth slip out of your hands. This comes out in Joshua 18:2.
Joshua 18:2-3 – There remained among the sons of Israel seven tribes who had not divided their inheritance. So Joshua said to the sons of Israel, “How long will you put off (same meaning as fail, slackened, ease up) entering to take possession of the land that the Lord, God of your fathers, has given you?”

Joshua 18:8-10 – Then the men arose and went, and Joshua commanded to those who went to describe the land, saying, “Go and walk through the land and describe it, and return to me; then I will cast lots for you here before the Lord in Shiloh.” So the men went and passed through the land, and then described it by cities in seven divisions in a book; and they came to Joshua at the camp at Shiloh. And Joshua cast lots for them in Shiloh before the Lord, and there Joshua divided the land to the sons of Israel according to their divisions. 
The seven men from the seven tribes (who have not yet possessed the land) walked through the land and named the cities, laid out the cities and came back to Joshua at Shiloh to the tent. There the Lord supernaturally divides the rest of the land into seven divisions for these seven remaining tribes. But, a problem exists. The seven tribes are content to keep leading a nomadic life and doing whatever they want to do instead of getting “with-it” and taking possession of their possessions. They don’t want the responsibility of taking care of the land.

In Joshua 13, Reuben and Gad took possession of the land, chapter 15 Judah, and in chapters 16 and 17, Menasseh and Ephraim take possession of the land. But the tribes of Benjamin, Simeon, Zebulun, Issachar, Asher, Naphtali and Dan have still not taken possession of the land. It is time for them to get with-it. It is also time for the church in the USA to get with-it, to quit wandering around, living this lax lifestyle, to remember that we are at war, also in a spiritual war, and we are required to be soldiers that are on duty. 

2 Timothy 2:3-4 – Suffer hardship with me, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. No soldier in active service entangles himself with the affairs of everyday life, so he may please the one who has enlisted him as a soldier.

What has happened to us in the United State of America? Reference:

1 Corinthians 3:1-3 – I could not speak to you as to spiritual men, but as to men of flesh, as to babes in Christ. I gave you milk to drink and not solid food; for you were not yet able to receive it. Indeed, even now you are not yet able, for you are still fleshly. For since there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not fleshly, and are you not walking like mere men?

Corinth is a church that should have grown up, eating the strong meat of the word of God. All over the United States people say, “I don’t want to get into that difficult Bible study. I can’t do it. Just tell me what to believe!” If I tell you what to believe, do you have a Biblical worldview? No, you have a “Kay worldview”. How would you know if I am right or wrong? Take all the people talking of Jesus Christ and you have their worldview. How do you know if they are right or if they are wrong? You only know if you have the Bible, and you are studying the Word of God. That is the only way to know. 

Hebrews 5:10-12 – (Jesus) being designated by God as a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek. Concerning him we have much to say, and it is hard to explain, since you have become dull of hearing. For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary principles of the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food.

They should have been teachers and they needed someone to teach them again. They had lost it because they were lax and lost their grip on the Word of God. Peter and Paul remind us again and again to keep the truth before you.

Hebrews 13-14 – For everyone who partakes only of milk is not accustomed to the word of righteousness, for he is an infant. But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil.

God is saying we need to understand the Word of God because we have become enamored and entangled by the world around us. God warned them in:
Deuteronomy 6:10-12 – Then it shall come about when the Lord your God brings you into the land which he swore to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, to give you, great and splendid cities which you did not build, and houses full of good things which you did not fill, and hewn cisterns which you did not dig, vineyards and olive trees which you did not plant, and you eat and are satisfied, then watch yourself, that you do not forget the Lord who brought you from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 

Deuteronomy 6:17-19 – You should diligently keep the commandments of the Lord your God, and His testimonies and His statues which He has commanded you. You shall do what is right and good in the sight of the Lord, that it may be well with you and that you may go in and possess the good land which the Lord swore to give your fathers, by driving out all your enemies from before you, as the Lord has spoken. 

These passages tell us to be careful of laxity, to be careful of being comfortable with things of life. In other words, be careful that you don’t go in and possess your possessions. The Israelites didn’t take possession of their possessions because they were comfortable just walking around. 

1 John 2:15,16 – Do not love the world, nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world. 

The love of the world is keeping us (in America) from the love of God. It is the love of TV, sports, money, our bodies, and homes that are keeping us from the love of God.

1 Peter 2:11 – Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts which wage war against the soul.

What is your world view regarding the Palestinian/Israel conflict over the land? Should Israel give part of the land, part of Jerusalem or the West Bank to the Palestinians? How should it be divided? 

Osama bin Laden released a video after 9/11 and it was played after Afghanistan had been attacked. Osama bin Laden said: “America was hit by God.” He praised the attacks on New York and Washington. “I swear to God, America will not live in peace until peace reigns in Palestine. And before the armies of infidels depart the land of Muhammad, peace be upon him.”

Osama is implying that America is suffering because America has sided with Israel instead of the Palestinians and there won’t be peace until the land belongs to Palestine and the worshippers of Muhammad.

Joshua 18:2 – There remained among the sons of Israel seven tribes who had not divided their inheritance.

To whom was the land given? The land was given to Israel. If you look at all the land of this area it was given to the tribes of Israel. It was never called the land of Palestine as it was given to Israel. In essence, we don’t have a Biblical worldview (in regard to this conflict) and we feel we must do what is politically correct. 

What is your worldview on what should have been done to Osama Bin Laden? Do we need to bring him to court? No! It has been proven that he has murdered people before and that he has done terrorist attacks. If he wasn’t responsible for this one (9/11), he was responsible for some acts before.

In Joshua 20 the land is all divided and God is speaking to Joshua.

Joshua 20:1-3 - Then the Lord spoke to Joshua, saying, “Speak to the sons of Israel, saying, ‘Designate the cities of refuge, of which I spoke to you through Moses, that the manslayer who kills any person unintentionally, without premeditation, may flee there, and they shall become your refuge from the avenger of blood. 

What is the other side of the coin? It can be found in Numbers 35 where you can get a Biblical worldview on what God says about murderers.
Numbers 35:29-31,33 – These things shall be for a statutory ordinance to you throughout your generations in all your dwellings. If anyone kills a person, the murderer shall be put to death at the evidence of witnesses, but no person shall be put to death on the testimony of one witness. Moreover, you shall not take ransom for the life of a murderer who is guilty of death, but he shall surely be put to death. You shall not pollute the land in which you are; for blood pollutes the land and no expiation can be made for the land for the blood that is shed on it, except by the blood of him who shed it. 
Chapter 21 starts with listing the cities that are given to the Levites. 
Joshua 21:13 – So to the sons of Aaron the priest they gave Hebron, the city of refuge for the manslayer, with its pasture lands, and Libnah with its pasture lands. 

This city of refuge was also given to the sons of Aaron, who was the high priest. What is going on in Hebron now (2001)? There is a small synagogue and a small Jewish community and the Palestinians are persecuting those Jews who are living right there. The world is asking, “Why are the Jews staying there in Hebron?” That is where Abraham and Sarah were buried and that is the land that God has given to them. In this day and age you need to be on God’s side and you are on God’s side when you hold a Biblical worldview. The Biblical worldview may not be emotionally correct, politically correct or according to popular opinion, and it may go against the prejudices of some people. In this age, time and date, you must grow up and not be lax about God’s Word. You must study to prove yourself unto God. You are God’s man, woman, teenager, child, for this day, age and time and you go by what God says and what God promises and you will not be ashamed.

Joshua 21:43 so the Lord gave Israel all the land which He had sworn to give to their fathers, and they possessed it and lived on it.

God gave Israel all the land that He promised. They possessed it and lived there and the Lord gave them rest on every side. It is going to get worse and worse on this earth. It will become more traumatic because we are getting to the climax of this age, to the end of the end of the last days and we need to be prepared. What is mentioned here (in Joshua) is mentioned again in Hebrews for Christians who were suffering for their faith.

Believe God and you will enter into his rest. There is a rest amidst all the storms and persecutions and sufferings, there is a rest, the rest of knowing “faithful is He who has promised and who will also do and perform.” We are to cling to God and know what God says. Develop a Biblical worldview in the midst of all that is going on and you will walk with confidence. Walk with joy, peace in midst of trials, walk as a light in the midst of darkness so people can understand what is going on. You will be like salt, a preservative, to stop them from following corruption of other worldviews.

Joshua 21:44-45 – And the Lord gave them rest on every side, according to all that He had sworn to their fathers, and no one of all their enemies stood before them; the Lord gave all their enemies into their hand. Not one of the good promises which the Lord had made to the house of Israel failed; all came to pass. 

The passage in Ezekiel shows God’s promise and the story of the end when all nations will recognize whom the land belongs to.
Ezekiel 36:36 – Then the nations that are left round about you will know that I, the Lord, have rebuilt the ruined places and planted that which was desolate; I, the Lord, have spoken and will do it. 

That is your confidence.
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