Precept Ministries with Kay Arthur

Joshua, Lesson 7, Chapters 22-24

Serving the Lord

Are you afraid? Does the future terrify you? Do you realize since 9/11/2001 things have never been the same in USA and they never will be because we are approaching the end of the last days? You will be seeing a realignment of the nations and things you have never seen before. With the brevity of life, reality exploded in our face and we saw all of a sudden our vulnerability. We have never been attacked since the American Revolution from outside forces off of our shores. And now we have a new kind of warfare. Do you fear the future? You need not fear if you serve the Lord. All God wants is for you to serve and walk in righteousness, and studying the scriptures can enhance this. 

Note in Ezekiel 14:13-14 what is said when God gets ready to judge a country. ‘If I judge a country, if Noah was there, if Daniel or Job were there, they could only deliver themselves.’ What is God saying? The righteous can survive anything that the enemy throws at them because they are serving the Lord. You cannot walk in righteousness, worship and love God and not serve Him. This is the basis of Joshua chapters 22, 23, 24.

Turn to Joshua 1:12-13 in regards to serving the Lord. Joshua is speaking to the tribes as they prepare to go into the Land.

Joshua 1:13-18 – Remember the word which Moses the servant of the Lord commanded you, saying, “The Lord your God gives you rest, and will give you this land. Your wives, your little ones, and your cattle shall remain in the land which Moses gave you beyond the Jordan, but you shall cross before your brothers in battle array, all your valiant warriors, and shall help them, until the Lord gives your brothers rest, as [He gives] you, and they also possess the land which the Lord your God is giving them. Then you shall return to your own land, and posses that which Moses the servant of the Lord gave you beyond the Jordan toward the sunrise.” And they answered Joshua, saying, “All that you have commanded us we will do, and wherever you send us we will go, “Just as we obeyed Moses in all things, so we will obey you, only may the Lord your God be with you, as He was with Moses. Anyone who rebels against your command and does not obey your words in all that you command him, shall be put to death; only be strong and courageous.”

We come full circle in Joshua, chapter 22.

Joshua 22:1-3 – Then Joshua summoned the Reubenites and the Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh, and said to them, “You have kept all that Moses the servant of the Lord commanded you, and have listened to my voice in all that I commanded you. You have not forsaken your brothers these many days to this day, but have kept the charge of the commandment of the Lord your God.”

All these days that it has taken to occupy the land, they have been obedient and valiant warriors, they fought the battles and have been obedient to the Word of God. 

Joshua 22:4 – And now the Lord your God has given rest to your brothers, as He spoke to them; therefore turn now and go to your tents, to the land of your possession, which Moses the servant of the Lord gave you beyond the Jordan.

The land now has rest and the Israelites have rest. If you will serve the Lord no matter what is going on in your life (if you are encompassed by enemies or separated from your brothers), God will give you rest. His children are not to live in fear, but to live in the rest and promises of faith. You can walk in the confidence of God if you are serving Him, which also means you are not under the judgment of God, but under His commission and blessing.

Joshua 22:5 – “Only be very careful to observe the commandment and the law which Moses the servant of the Lord commanded you, to love the Lord your God and walk in all His ways and keep His commandments, and hold fast to Him and serve Him with all your heart and with all your soul.”
God is looking for people who will serve Him with all their heart and soul. You can’t love God, walk in his ways or hold fast to him and not serve him.

In Joshua 22:5, this is the first time ‘serve’ is used. I believe that ‘serve’ is used in the setting of grace because God has given them what he has promised. God is the one who has delivered them and it is all about grace and after this grace, what is God calling them to? To serve him.
Ephesians is the sister book in the New Testament to Joshua. Paul talks about what they had been formerly and how they were dead to their sins.

Ephesians 2:4-6 – But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly (places), in Christ Jesus,

God set them in the place of their inheritance and in His mind and heart He seated them at His right hand.

Ephesians 7-10 – … so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace and kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved, through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is a gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are His workmanship created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God has prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them. 

We are saved by grace and we are saved to serve, as we are his workmanship. In Joshua, God has now given them rest and they are now to serve the Lord. 

Joshua 22:6 – So Joshua blessed them and sent them away to their tents.

Soon afterwards the tribes on the east of the Jordan would build an altar and set it by the Jordan River. The tribes on the west of the Jordan looked at it and thought, “Our brethren have gone into idolatry! And we have this tent right here at Shiloh and that should not be!” So they decided to go to war and a party was sent to talk to them.

Joshua 22:19 - … only do not rebel against the Lord, or rebel against us by building an altar for yourselves, besides the altar of the Lord our God.

The Israelites had only one altar where they were to make a sacrifice and that was located in the tent/tabernacle. This is the only altar they were to have.

Joshua 22:23-25 – If we have built us an altar to turn away from following the Lord, or if to offer a burnt offering or grain offering on it, or if to offer sacrifices of peace offerings on it, may the Lord Himself require it. But truly we have done this out of concern, for a reason, saying, ‘In time to come your sons may say to our sons, “What have you to do with the Lord, the God of Israel? For the Lord has made the Jordan a border between us and you, you sons of Reuben and sons of Gad; you have no portion in the Lord.” So your sons may make our sons stop fearing the Lord. 

Their concerns were for the future generations that they would continue to worship, to serve and to believe in God. 

Joshua 26-27 – Therefore we said, “Let us build an altar, not for burnt offering or for sacrifice; rather it shall be a witness between us and you and between our generations after us, that we are to perform the service of the Lord before Him with our burnt offerings, and with our sacrifices and with our peace offerings, so that your sons will not say to our sons in time to come, “You have no portion in the Lord.” 

What did they want for the following generations? To serve the Lord. Do you serve the Lord? Do your children and grandchildren see you serving the Lord? When you know that you are serving God then you know that you are in the place of God’s appointment and heaven and earth are behind you. God may want to take you home and you need to be prepared. He wants them to perform the service of the Lord.

Joshua 22:28 – “Therefore we said, ‘It shall also come about if they say [this] to us or to our generations in time to come, then we shall say, “See the copy of the altar of the Lord which our fathers made, not for burnt offering or for sacrifice, rather it is a witness between us and you.”’

It’s a witness between both sides of the Jordan that they both belong to the Lord and that they are both going to serve the Lord. 

Joshua 22:34 – And the sons of Reuben and the sons of Gad called the altar Witness; “For,” [they said,] “it is a witness between us that the Lord is God.”

It is a witness between us that the Lord is God. I see so many women with the cross hanging between their bare bosoms. The cross used to be a witness and it would hang decorously to show others that we belonged to Jesus Christ and we have taken up our cross to follow him with all our hearts, soul and mind. What has it become now? Just a decoration. 

Do you have a witness that reminds you who you are? What did the Jews wear to witness? They wore bands of blue on their garments to show that they were holy and set apart, that they belonged to God and they walked to a different trumpet.

Joshua 1:2,3,5 – “Moses My servant is dead; now therefore arise, cross this Jordan, you and all this people, to the land which I am giving to them, to the sons of Israel. Every place on which the sole of your foot treads, I have given it to you, just as I spoke to Moses. No man will [be able to] stand before you all the days of your life. For, just as I have been with Moses, I will be with you; I will not fail you or forsake you.

What does fail mean? ‘I will not let go of you. My hand will not slacken or slip out. I will not abandon you.’ We are to be strong and get a grip on God.

Joshua 1:7 – Only be strong and very courageous; be careful to do according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, so that you may have success wherever you go.

Did Joshua have success and did it come to pass? Yes! 

Joshua 1:8 – This book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth. 

Understanding that God is not going to fail you is brought to constant remembrance when you keep the Word of the Lord in your heart and keep it daily on your mind.

Joshua 1:8b-9 – …so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have success, “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous! Do not tremble or be dismayed.

They were facing the enemy and we are facing the enemy. We don’t always know where the enemy is but we find that we can be strong and courageous. We are not to fear or to be dismayed because the Lord our God is with us wherever we go.

Joshua 23:1-3 – Now it came about after many days, when the Lord had given rest to Israel from all their enemies on every side, and Joshua was old, advanced in years, that Joshua called for all Israel, for their elders and their heads and their judges and their officers, and said to them, “I am old, advanced in years, and you have seen all that the Lord your God has done to all these nations because of you, for the Lord your God is He who has been fighting for you.

It is God who has been doing it. He has been fighting for you.

Joshua 23:4 – See, I have apportioned to you these nations which remain as an inheritance for your tribes, with all the nations which I have cut off, from the Jordan even to the Great Sea toward the setting of the sun.

There are some enemies still remaining in the land, but Joshua wants the Israelites to know that the land has been apportioned to them and the remaining enemy will fall at their feet. 

Joshua 23:5 – The Lord your God, He shall thrust them out from before you and drive them from before you; and you shall possess their land, just as the Lord your God promised you.

Can you serve a god that doesn’t keep his promises? Can you serve a God who keeps his promises and who is the same yesterday as today? Yes! Because He is trustworthy.

Joshua 23:6,7 – Be very firm, then, to keep and do all that is written in the book of the law of Moses, so that you may not turn aside form it to the right had or to the left, so that you will not associate with these nations, these which remain among you, or mention the name of their gods, or make anyone swear by them, or serve them, or bow down to them.
This is the Book (the scriptures). They are to continue to meditate on it day and night. This is the Book they are to obey. The contest or challenge is this: they are to do the service of the Lord, but there are people in the land that have not been conquered and these people are serving other gods. What shall they do? They need to be very careful that they serve their God and not the other gods. You can only serve one master. Jesus said in:

Matthew 6  – “No one can serve two masters. He’ll love the one and hate the other one.” 

You cannot serve two masters. If you don’t decide to serve Him now, you will regret it. You can learn why if you study the book of Judges.

Joshua 23:8 – But you are to cling to the Lord your God, as you have done to this day. 

Whom are you clinging to? In a midst of a trial, fear, temptation, luxury and ease, who or what are you clinging to?

Jeremiah 13:9-11 – Thus says the Lord, “Just so will I destroy the pride of Judah and the great pride of Jerusalem. This wicked people, who refuse to listen to My words, who walk in the stubbornness of their hearts and have gone after other gods to serve them and to bow down to them, let them be just like this waistband which it totally worthless.

Jeremiah was told by God to get a new waistband and to put it by the water with the rocks. Jeremiah retrieves it and it is full of holes. That is what the Israelites are going to be like. Why?

Jeremiah 13:11 – ‘For as the waistband clings to the waist of a man, so I made the whole household of Israel and the whole household of Judah cling to Me,’ declares the Lord, ‘that they might be for Me a people, for renown, for praise, and for glory; but they did not listen.’ 

God gives us a choice; He is sovereign but he gives us a choice. It can’t be explained but the secret things belong to the Lord.

Joshua 23:11-12 – So take diligent heed to yourselves to love the Lord your God. For if you ever go back and cling to the rest of these nations, these which remain among you, and intermarry with them, so that you associate with them and they with you, 

God was driving out the nations and what were they to do? The Israelites were to drive them out and to take the action with God standing behind them. The Heavenly Host said, “You are walking in obedience so get out of the way and I will take care of them.” But, if you don’t do this:

Joshua 23:13-14 – Know with certainty that the Lord your God will not continue to drive these nations out from before you; but they shall be a snare and a trap to you, and a whip on your sides and thorns in your eyes, until you perish from off this good land which the Lord your God has give you. “Now behold, today I am going the way of all the earth, and you know in all your hearts and in all your souls that not one word of all the good words which the Lord your God spoke concerning you has failed.

Joshua 23:15 – It shall come about that just as all the good words which the Lord your God spoke to you have come upon you, so the Lord will bring upon you all the threats, until He has destroyed you from off this good land which the Lord your God has given you. 

You have a choice. You serve him and walk in his ways and you will have his blessing, otherwise, you won’t.

Joshua 23:16 – When you transgress the covenant of the Lord your God, which He commanded you, and go and serve other gods and bow down to them, then the anger of the Lord will burn against you, and you will perish quickly from off the good land which He has given you.

It is interesting that what was hit in the strike against the U.S. on 9/11 has affected the economy of the world. Its like, in a sense, our idol was smashed and brought down to the ground. It was the WORLD TRADE CENTER. It reminds me of what will happen in the future to Babylon. In one day and one hour, God will take out the financial kingdom of that day, a day that is yet to come. How the merchants will weep, filled with horror and amazement, to see the burning of Babylon in one hour.

God is God, and he will be honored as God. Today is the day to choose whom to serve. God gives them the blessing and reminds them of the cursing. He reminds them of the discipline He will bring them, not that he will forsake them, but if they forsake the covenant, then the ‘Sovereign Administrator of all Covenants’ is required to judge the breaking of the covenant.

Joshua 24:1-3a – Then, Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and called for the elders of Israel and for their heads and their judges and their officers; and they presented themselves before God. Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says the Lord, God of Israel, ‘Since ancient times your fathers lived beyond the River (Euphrates), namely, Terah, the father of Abraham and the father of Nahor, and they served other gods. Then I took your father Abraham from beyond the River, and led him through all the land of Canaan, and multiplied his descendants and gave him Isaac and took him through all the lands of Canaan.

Joshua is talking to the elders at Israel at Shechem. Go back to Genesis 12:1-7 to see how everything comes full circle.

Genesis 12:6-7 – And Abram passed through the land as far as the site of Shechem, to the oak of Moreh (teacher). Now the Canaanite was then in the land. And the Lord appeared to Abram and said, “To your descendants I will give this land,” so he built an altar there to the Lord who had appeared to him.

Where does God have his chosen people now? He has them back in Shechem, a city of refuge. Everything has come full circle from Genesis. The fulfillment of all things is found in Joshua.

Reference Joshua 24:3-13 to see what God has done. After reading these passages of all that God has given and done, what is it all about? 

Grace. God has given them everything through his grace, and now it is time for service.

Joshua 24:14-15 – Now, therefore, fear the Lord and serve Him in sincerity and truth; and put away the gods which your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. And if it is disagreeable in your sight to serve the Lord, choose for yourselves today whom you will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served which were beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.
Through all this you have seen the grace of God, they have the land and they have all these possessions. You and I are heirs of God and joint-heirs in Jesus Christ. God has promised to supply all our needs according to his riches in Jesus Christ. You and I have everything that we need. The Holy Spirit indwells us. We have been given his wisdom, his righteousness, his justification and his sanctification. That is all we need. We are complete in Him. Now what are we to do? We are to serve Him.

1. Serve Him because you reverence Him.

The fear of the Lord is what causes you to serve the Lord. The fear of the Lord is the respect and trust of God.

How do you serve the Lord?

A. With sincerity, truth and faithfulness.

B. Put away the gods your fathers served. Joshua 24:14,16

You can’t serve two masters and if you serve anyone else but God, you are forsaking Him. If you are not going to serve God, choose whom you will serve. Your choice is: if you are not going to serve God, you must choose someone because you will serve someone.

Joshua 24:19-20 – Then Joshua said to the people, “You will not be able to serve the Lord, for He is a holy God. He is a jealous God. He will not forgive your transgressions or your sins. If you forsake the Lord and serve foreign gods, then He will turn and do you harm and consume you after He has done good to you.

He is holy, righteous and He expects you to walk the straight and narrow and to observe all that he has commanded you. He doesn’t expect you to turn right or left; He is jealous God and you can’t serve Him. Israel says that they would serve God.

What did Jesus do when he turned to the multitudes? Mark 8:34-35. Jesus wants you to understand what serving Him involves. It is death to self and there is no other god. You cannot serve God on your own terms. He is a jealous and righteous God. 

Joshua 24:21 – We will serve the Lord.

What are you going to say to God today?

Joshua 24:22-23 – Joshua said to the people, “You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen for yourselves the Lord, to serve Him.” And they said, “We are witnesses.” “Now therefore, put away the foreign gods which are in you midst, and incline your hearts to the Lord, the God of Israel.” 
You have chosen for yourselves the Lord. Have you ever been the last to be chosen for a team? Didn’t you feel awful? There was something wrong with you when it came to that sport. There is nothing wrong with God at all. You are to choose the Lord and you are to serve him. 

Joshua 24:24-25 – The people said to Joshua, “We will serve the Lord our God and we will obey His voice.” So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and made for them a statute and an ordinance in Shechem.
Joshua 24:27-29 – Joshua said to all the people, “Behold, this stone shall be a witness against us, for it has heard all the words of the Lord which He spoke to us; thus it shall be for a witness against you, so that you do not deny your God.” Then Joshua dismissed the people, each to his inheritance. Then it came about after these things that Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the Lord, died, being one hundred and ten years old. 

What greater title could you have than ‘the servant of the Lord?’

Joshua 24:31-32 – Israel served the Lord all the days of Joshua and all the days of the elders who survived Joshua, and had known all the deeds of the Lord which He had done for Israel. Now they buried the ones of Joseph, which the sons of Israel brought up from Egypt, at Shechem, in the piece of ground which Jacob had bought from the sons of Hamor the father of Shechem for one hundred pieces of money; and they became the inheritance of Joseph’s sons.

How does Genesis end? Genesis 50:24-26

Genesis 50:26 – So Joseph died at the age of one hundred and ten years and he was embalmed and placed in a coffin in Egypt.

Genesis 50:24-25 – And Joseph said to his brothers, “I am about to die, but God will surely take care of you, and bring you from this land to the land which He promised on oath to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob.” Then Joseph made the sons of Israel swear, saying “God will surely take care of you, and you shall carry my bones up from here.”

The book of Joshua ends with the completion of the promise of the land as they moved from Egypt. Egypt is a ‘type’ of the world and God has brought us up out of the world, out from under the dominion of our pharaoh, the prince of this world, Satan. He bought us with his blood and delivered us from the power of the enemy through the incorruptible blood of a lamb who was without spot, without blemish. He bought us for himself.

If he bought you for himself, whom are you going to chose to serve? Not one of God’s promises failed; Joseph’s bones were brought out of Egypt and put in the city of Shechem. 

God can be trusted. Why would you choose to serve anyone else but God? He has a grip on you; you have a grip on him. Love him, serve him, and don’t turn from the right or the left. If you do, you will regret it when you see Him face to face.
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