Daniel – Part I 
LIVING OUT A BIBLICAL WORLDVIEW

Lesson 1
My God Is An Awesome God
Pastor Wayne Barber
Our God is an awesome God.  That's what we want to talk about tonight.  Let's just pray and ask God's blessing.  
Father, we thank you so much as we come before you, Lord, for you who are and what you are, what you've done and what you're doing.  Father, we just pray tonight that God the Holy Spirit will take over.  That, Father, in our weakness Your strength will be made perfect.  May be, Father, see in the Word how awesome You really are.  And may we understand, Oh God, that you are sovereignly right now in control of our lives.  Father, we just attribute this hour to You, Father.  We believe we have been divinely led here.  We pray, Father, You will change us.

In Jesus name, amen.

Turn with me, if you will, to Daniel chapter two.  Daniel chapter two, verses 20 and 21.  Just hold your place there, and I'll be there in a minute.  Daniel chapter two, verse 20 and verse 21.  
I want to talk about tonight my God is an awesome God.  Now contrary to what the secular people tell us in the world, our God is the God of history.  A lot of people say that this book is not a history book.  As a matter of fact, I heard Kay make the statement she had been reading in the paper and she had seen this little article that said the history books, it's happening so fast, cannot stay up to date.  Folks, if you want an up-to-date history book, here it is right here.  As a matter of fact, it was written a long time ago, and it has everything penned and put down exactly the way it will take place.    
But I think, even as much as that, it is important to know God is a God of history.  But as important as that, Israel, Jerusalem, the Jews, all that's going on there is the place that is the pivot point that all history hinges on.  If you don't understand that, you miss a lot of what the Bible teaches of.  Israel is the center of this earth, did you know that?  It is the geographical center of this world.  And it is the center point of all history.  To me, it is incredible that we're studying Daniel right now because Daniel tells us how history is going to come to an end.  And so we have the God of history.  We have the land that all history revolves around.  And we have the book that will tell us how history is going to come to an end.  
It is incredible, too, that we're studying Daniel right now.  I was thinking about several years ago, or was it this past year?  We were in Romania and we were in Hungry and we were in Russia.  And on the way out, I flew back through Zurich Switzerland, caught the plane there and flew on into Atlanta Georgia.  Catching the plane in Zurich, it was one of those odd days over in Europe where there are no clouds in the sky.  Very rarely do you fly over there and never see anything below you.  It was one of those crystal clear days.

Got on the plane.  Couldn't wait to get home.  Settle into my seat.  Everything was checked in.  Seatbelt all snug there.  And I picked up a Newsweek Magazine.  And I began to read about World War II.  Now I hadn't been a real buff of history in this particular area, and I thought this would be fun to read.  I have a lot of time, about ten and a half hours.  So I might as well start reading something that will take me a while.  There was a great big special edition on World War II.  We're flying along and I was reading where Hitler invaded Paris.  I was reading all of the ends and outs and that kind of thing.  About the time I got to that paragraph and was just ingesting the fact that he was talking about Paris, the pilot came on and said, Ladies and gentlemen, if you are sitting on the right side of the plane”, which I was, he said, “if you'll just look out of your window you'll be looking at Paris.”  I thought hey, does he know what I'm reading?  I mean, at the very moment I got to that paragraph, and I began to kind of picture in my mind what it was telling me about the invasion of Paris, I looked down and it was right in front of me.  It was like I was getting a tour guide right through the magazine article.

It went on and talked about the English channels, and sure enough he came on and said, “There's the English channel.”  I began to see all the different areas that this article was talking about.  And I thought man this is a great time to read this article.  I've got somebody up front giving me a picture view of what is taking place.  

And I thought about that while studying the book of Daniel.  Folks, we have the pilot up in the cockpit.  His name is the Lord Jesus Christ.  And He's telling us, “Hey guys, while you're studying the book of Daniel, will you please look out your window on the right side.”  History is happening so fast, folks.  There could not be a better time to study the book of Daniel.  

I've had a thought, and I know we talked about it a little earlier before we started this video, but I wonder, wouldn't it be neat, right in the middle of it, right when we're just starting to understand what is going to happen, one night we all come together on a Tuesday night, be right in the middle of a study and right before you can shout he’ll shout and we all shout and we'll just get out of here.  Well, anyway.  Some of you may not believe we'll go out that way, but I'll never fight with someone who doesn't believe that.  You just stay here, send me a post card.  I'm going with the first group.  Whatever you want to do. 

Now, it's real interesting to me how God uses nations and kingdoms to do his work with his people.  This is why we say that Israel is the pivot point for all of history.  God will raise up a kingdom to either judge His people, or He'll rise up a kingdom to liberate His people.  Or He’ll rise up a people to simply purify His people.  Whatever He's doing, He uses kingdoms, He uses nations, world powers if you please.  And that's what we begin to see as the scenario begins to open up in the book of Daniel.

Now we must understand that Israel is a covenant people.  But before we get to that, I forgot about Daniel two.  Look at Daniel two verse 20 and verse 21.    It says that this is clear as a bell.  
 Daniel 2:20-21   20Daniel said, "Let the name of God be blessed forever and ever, for wisdom and power belong to Him. 21"It is He who changes the times and the epochs; He removes kings and establishes kings; He gives wisdom to wise men and knowledge to men of understanding.
Daniel answered after he began to get the understanding of that vision.  Let the name of God be blessed forever and ever for wisdom and power belong to Him.  And it is He who changes the time and the epics.  He removes kings, and he what?  He establishes kings.  

You think what is going on right now behind the iron curtain is by accident?  You think something has slipped Him by?  Oh, no.  God knows exactly what is going on.   He's a God of history.  

I wanted to show you there that Israel is so important because they are a covenant people.  They have covenanted with God in an everlasting covenant.

Look in Daniel chapter 11, verse 32.  Daniel chapter 11, verse 32.  It sort of mentions this. Daniel chapter 11, verse 32.  It says, and by smooth words He will turn to Godlessness those who act wickedly, toward the what?  Toward the covenant.

Now we're going to talk tonight as we introduce this about how Israel was formed to begin with.  I've talked to some of you and I have found that many you have been Bible students for years.  Many have been prophecy students for years.  But some of you cannot even find book of Daniel.  You have a difficult time even finding the book of Daniel as you started this course.  Some of you are a little bit further than that.  You know where Daniel is, but you have never really entered into any kind of study of the Old Testament.  You don't understand Israel.

So for all of you who have all of this down pack, you have all of your file folders and your notes in your mind, just relax for a second.  This is for those who are usually on my level.  I'm down here with the rest of us.  Let's make sure we understand where Israel came from.  It is incredible.  I shared all of this in my church one night and a lady came up to me and said, “I never knew that.  I didn't know Israel was purely God's idea.” 

Let's go way back, and you might want to just jot this down.  I'm not going to go back and take the scripture because that's not the point of our study tonight.  But just to help us understand where did Israel come from.  What does he mean covenant?  What does he mean that Israel is in covenant with a holy God?

Well, back in Genesis chapter 12 through 17 we find that God begins to unfold His plan of redemption.  We know the fall came in Genesis 3.  And then of course in Genesis 7 God just got fed up with the whole bunch and flushed it with the Flood, except for one family, Noah and his group.  And then we see them coming out of the Flood.  Noah got drunk and they built the Tower of Babel so they could make a name for themselves.  We see a downhill plunge of man once man sinned in Genesis the third chapter.  But in Genesis chapter 12 we see God, a loving God, begin to reach down and single out a man by the name of Abram.  Not Abraham.  He didn't become Abraham until the 17th chapter of Genesis.  What he does is he's a Chaldean.  He is not a Jew.  He is not an Israelite.  There is no such thing on the face of the earth.  He is from the city of Ur, he is a Chaldean, and God singles him out in Genesis chapter 12.   

Genesis chapter 15, He cuts covenant with him.  It is an everlasting covenant.  As a matter of fact, he puts him to sleep as He walks between the pieces there of the animals that have been cut in half signifying the fact it is an everlasting covenant.  Infinity is like taking a circle and starting it and it never stops.  Or starting a figure eight and continuing to do that.  They would walk inside the halves of animals, a sacrifice that had been made, to signify that covenant was everlasting.  

What did God promise to Abraham?  He promised to him a seed, He promised to him a nation, and he promised him a land.  Those are the three things, basically, that He promised Abram way back in the book of Genesis.

Now that covenant was passed on to Isaac.  Then it was passed on to whom?  Do you remember the next one?  Jacob.  Remember that?  The two sons and Jacob tricked his brother out of the birthright.  Jacob became the second son of the third one for the covenant to be passed to.  Remember Jacob was a deceiver.  A conniver.  And his name meant that.  So his name had to be changed.  And he had a dream.  He wrestled with God.  God touched him on the thigh and put a limp in his walk, and his name was changed to what?  Israel.  Right.  How many sons did Israel have?  He had 12 sons and there are your 12 tribes of Israel.  There is the nation of Israel.  That is where your Jews come from.  It was all God's idea.  He started it way back in the book of Genesis, chapter 12 through 17.  
One thing about covenant is this, and I don't have time to go back and re-teach it, if you'd like to take that as a course sometime.  But one of the things about covenant, any of you who have taken it understand, if you obey God, you are blessed.  If you disobey you pay a consequence.  You don't disobey covenant and get away with it.  Now we're in the new covenant with God.  Does He not chasten and discipline and scourge us?  You better believe it.  Because we have made an agreement with Him.  That's what the word covenant means.  And in that agreement we have pledged to walk in oneness with Him.  We have come to Him on His terms.  Well, they made an agreement with God.  And in that agreement they pledged they would obey Him.  Now if they disobeyed they would be punished.  

Therefore, Israel, you know the story of Israel.  Israel is so rebellious, what was it Moses called them?  A stiffed neck rebellious people.  They would not obey God.  God wanted them to be spoken to through a prophet.  And of course they didn't want a prophet, they wanted a what?  They wanted a king.  So we see in the period of Israel as we go on down, God wants a prophet, they want a king.  

The first three kings they had, or the basic ones they had, first of all, was Saul.  Was Saul a good king or a bad king?  He was a bad king.  Nothing good about him.  Secondly, was David.  David was a man after God's own heart.  Certainly an imperfect man because of the immorality in his life and all of the things that went on.  And thirdly, was his son who was who?  Solomon.  Now it was under Solomon's reign that the nation of  -- the 12 tribes, the kingdoms split.  Now this is very important because we want to find out where Daniel sits in all the history of Israel.  Under Solomon they split.  

First of all, we have the northern kingdom.  In the northern kingdom there were ten tribes, and it was called Israel.  That's why you have to be very careful many times in scripture.  It will mention Israel; make sure in the context you know what they're talking about.  It's either the ten northern tribes, or the whole nation of Israel, the 12 tribes of Israel.  It is interchangeable all through the Old Testament.  And secondly, they had the southern kingdom.  And in the southern kingdom there were two tribes, and that was the tribe of Judah and Benjamin.  But there were two tribes.  They want to the south.  There were two tribes to the north.  So the Bible will refer to old Jacob which is Israel, when whole of Israel.  Sometimes it will refer to Judah.  Sometimes it will refer to Israel.  But so we can understand the terms by which the people of God are called by.

Now when they split, that's when tragedy began to strike.  They never had a good king.  They would go from one bad one to another one, particularly in the north.  So therefore God would rise up nations to judge these people.  Now, the first one to go, the first one to be totally judged is the ten northern tribes.  Does anyone remember what the nation was that God raised up the power to overcome the northern tribes?  Who was it?  It was Assyria, right.  That was a nation that was a pagan nation.  You say, “How in the world could God do that.”  Because He's God and He can do anything He wants.  Does that satisfy you?  I mean, I don't know.  Ask Him.  I mean, He uses whoever He wants to use.  He raises them up.  

So therefore He raises up Assyria to overcome them.  Now I'm going to try to go as slow as I can through this tonight.  I'm convicted about something.  I was a terrible history student.  The best four years of my life was first year history.  I remember one day I made an A on the exam.  I was so excited.  I just shouted out in class.  I was always real inhibited.  And the teacher looked at me and said, “Wayne, I don't know what you're excited about.  That's only the fourth time you've taken the exam.”  But I got an A the last time at least.  

Some of you may be the same way.  I never could understand what was going on in France was also gone on in Spain and also going on in England.  I'd study France for France, England for England, Spain for Spain.  But on a test they'd slip up on my blindside and say, “Okay, what was happening in all three of these countries at this particular time?”  They threw me a curve ball.  I couldn't figure all of that stuff out.  Well now, if you're like me and you're slow, you will drop out of this course before we get any further.  Don't you dare do that.  If I can understand this stuff, anybody can understand this stuff.  That's why they have me over here.  I'm for a certain group of folks.  I'm glad you came over here on Tuesday night.  All right.

Now let’s look at the first one.  Assyria was the first nation God raises up to take over Israel.  Now the Assyrians, that happened in about 722BC.  I know because I was there.  No.  722BC.  One thing we have with us on our favor now, we have history on our side.  Buddy, you can go through Chronicles, II Kings, you can go through and find the historical events and history will confirm it happened just exactly the way the Word of God says.  So therefore, you can intermingle the two at this particular point.  We know some of these dates.  

So in about 722BC the Assyrians came in and plundered Israel.  Something of importance to this, we're not going to be dealing with this, Daniel takes place down here.  Not up here.  Daniel takes place a long time later you see.  But let's first of all, deal with Israel.  The capital city of these northern cities was Samaria.  The one thing you need to understand is they had a tactic.  It was very good.  It worked very well.  They would go in, attack a place, a nation.   They would take the best young men they had out of it.  They would take the best young ladies and all the educated ones and back to their land.  They would take them out of the country into their land.  But they would leave the others into that country.  And then they would go into surrounding countries and import other Gentile people of all races, of all different nationalities.  

And what would happen would be the people left in the land would intermarry with these other people which meant they completely erased their culture.  By intermarrying they lost their identity.  Now you remember the Jews were told never to intermarry outside their faith.  But the Samaritans, or the people left in Samaria did intermarry, and you remember what came out of that was the what?  The Samaritans.  That may help you a little bit to understand the animosity between the Jews and the Samaritans when it gets to the New Testament time.  They were half breeds.  The Samaritans were half breeds.  At one time pure Jew, but they had intermarried into these other Gentile nations as a result of that had become a race of half breeds.  That's why the Jews wouldn't walk across the street to talk to a Samaritan because in his heart he believed that Samaritan should have never entered into marriage with those Gentile people.  

But it was a very effective tool.  They could move in, take over a country, take all of their wealth, all their educated people out, leave the rest of them in, and then completely erase their culture by intermarrying the people with other nations.  That was a plan that went on.  It is exactly what happened to Israel.  

Now we know that God still had a remnant because He speaks of Israel later on and of Judah, and how He's going to bring the two back together.  We know there are those who did not.  But that's what happened in the area of Samaria.

Now I want us tonight to concern ourselves with the southern kingdom, Judah.  That's where Daniel fits in to what we're studying.  Not up here, but down here.  There are three countries.  Three basic kingdoms that were raised to power.  God raised them to power to do whatever ministry to His people.  Whether it was to take them into captivity and judge them.  Whether it was to come in take over and liberate them.  Over whatever it was for.  There was at least three different kingdoms we want to look at tonight.  You say, “Why do you want to look as these three kingdoms?”  Because you're going to run across them in your study of the book of Daniel.  When you do, don't look at it and say, “Who in the world are these people?”  I'm going to try my best to tell you who they are so it will make it a little less difficult when you're going through Daniel.  

One good thing, by the way, I want to remind you of.  When you get on over into Daniel remember it is not a chronological book in the last part of Daniel.  It will confuse you to death if you try to make it chronological.  It will jump from one king, jump back, and then jump ahead of him.  It will even talk about currently events and jump all the way to the future of things they had never seen or heard of.  God had just spoken to their hearts.  Be careful when you go through Daniel.  It is a tricky book, but man is it ever good.

Let's look at the three that He uses in the southern kingdom.  First of all, He uses Babylon.  That's the first one we want to look at.  Babylon.  I want you to see how awesome our God is.  He predicts everything that we're going to be talking about.  He says it years and years and years before it ever takes place.  That's what I want you to see.  God is the God of history.  Babylon.  Now turn to Isaiah chapter 36.

Isaiah 36, verse one.  You see, Assyria, they think they're pretty tough.  They're ruling the world at this particular time.  And Judah is down there in the south.  Assyria has a king, but by the name of Sennacherib.  How would you like to have that name?  “Sennacherib?” “Yes, ma’am.”  
Now Sennacherib, this Syrian king decides, “Hey man, we've conquered the top ten, let's go down and get the last two.  Let's just move in on Judah.”

 Isaiah 36:1 1Now in the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah, Sennacherib king of Assyria came up against all the fortified cities of Judah and seized them.
Now looks to me like he's going to whip them.  Boy, he's got them.  He's got them right where he wants them.  Uh-huh.  He only is going to defeat Judah if God says he's going to defeat Judah.  That's why I'm bringing this up for.  I want you to see this, folks.  When we finish this course, if you can walk up to me and tell me it didn’t happen that way, it was all by coincidence, I want to talk to you.  I want to know the person whose elevator has not yet touched the top floor who will come up with that kind of conclusion.

The Word of God says that he came up against that city -- now look, let's turn over a little bit.  First of all, hold your finger there and turn to proverbs.  Go left.  Proverbs chapter 21, verse one.  Proverbs 21, verse one.  You know, when I do these studies I always think about the guy that has worked all day long and satisfy his wife he came tonight.  And he hadn’t had time to do much.  And he is kind of like I am.  He's just busy.  That's why I want to do it this way.  So sometimes if my simplicity bothers you, just relax.  I'm simple.  
Proverbs 21:1 1The king's heart is like channels of water in the hand of the LORD; He turns it wherever He wishes.
I love it.  These kings think they really have a piece of cake.  They think they really have it together.  Oh, no.  It is God who raises them up.  It is God who puts them down.  All the way through history He is the God of history.

Let me show you that.  Look in Isaiah 37, and I'll show you what happens.  Here is when old Sennacherib, he comes down, “Man we're going to whip you.  You ain't got a chance.  We're going to get you today.”  Watch what happens.  
Isaiah 37:35-38 35'For I will defend this city to save it for My own sake and for My servant David's sake.'" 36Then the angel of the LORD went out and struck 185,000 in the camp of the Assyrians; and when men arose early in the morning, behold, all of these were dead. 37So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed and returned home and lived at Nineveh. 38It came about as he was worshiping in the house of Nisroch his god, that Adrammelech and Sharezer his sons killed him with the sword; and they escaped into the land of Ararat And Esarhaddon his son became king in his place. 

So he goes back home to Nineveh and his sons come back in and kill him.  You see, God used Assyria for His own purpose, but, buddy, they were not a godly nation and He showed no favor on them whatsoever.  His adjustment was to their darkened heart.  Don't ever forget that.  Don't ever think He's become buddy buddy with the lost people.  No, He may use them, but it will be for a godly purpose with His own people.  He knows the hearts of all men.

So therefore Sennacherib was not going to conquer Israel.  Now who was going  -- well Judah, who was going to do that?  Well, look in Isaiah chapter 39.  This is quite a bit of time before this and there's a prophecy that's made here.  Isaiah chapter 39, verses one through seven.  And some of these names are good.

Isaiah 39:1-7At that time Merodach-baladan son of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent letters and a present to Hezekiah, for he heard that he had been sick and had recovered. 2Hezekiah was pleased, and showed them all his treasure house, the silver and the gold and the spices and the precious oil and his whole armory and all that was found in his treasuries. There was nothing in his house nor in all his dominion that Hezekiah did not show them.  3Then Isaiah the prophet came to King Hezekiah and said to him, "What did these men say, and from where have they come to you?" And Hezekiah said, "They have come to me from a far country, from Babylon."  4He said, "What have they seen in your house?" So Hezekiah answered, "They have seen all that is in my house; there is nothing among my treasuries that I have not shown them." 5Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, "Hear the word of the LORD of hosts,  6'Behold, the days are coming when all that is in your house and all that your fathers have laid up in store to this day will be carried to Babylon; 

Now folks back up.  Remember when this is written.  Long before the fact.  This is prophet Isaiah making a prophecy now of who is going to take over Judah.  He said:

nothing will be left,' says the LORD. 
Now look at verse seven.  See if this has anything with Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.

 7'And some of your sons who will issue from you, whom you will beget, will be taken away, and they will become officials in the palace of the king of Babylon.'" 

My goodness gracious.  Folks, who is charge?  Any questions anybody?

Okay.  Let's go to Jeremiah chapter 20.  Now Isaiah and Jeremiah and some of these overlap is little bit, but they're different time periods and yet at the same time period when they prophesied.

Jeremiah chapter 20, verses four through six.  This is the prophecy that it will not be Assyria that will take over Judah, it will be Babylon.  I want you to see that:
Jeremiah 20:4-6 4"For thus says the LORD, 'Behold, I am going to make you a terror to yourself and to all your friends; and while your eyes look on, they will fall by the sword of their enemies So I will give over all Judah to the hand of the king of Babylon, and he will carry them away as exiles to Babylon and will slay them with the sword. 5'I will also give over all the wealth of this city, all its produce and all its costly things; even all the treasures of the kings of Judah I will give over to the hand of their enemies, and they will plunder them, take them away and bring them to Babylon.  6'And you, Pashhur, and all who live in your house will go into captivity; and you will enter Babylon, and there you will die and there you will be buried, you and all your friends to whom you have falsely prophesied.'" 

There was a false prophet saying that this would not happen and everything would be all right, as there is in every day.  So therefore, he was just simply addressing the fact that it would take place and he would die in the very land.

Look at Jeremiah 25.  Jeremiah even tells them how long they will be in captivity.  This is incredible.  This is before the fact.  This is a prophet speaking.  Remember last week about the inerrancy about the prophet, it must come true, or he's not a true prophet.

Jeremiah 25:9-11 9behold, I will send and take all the families of the north,' declares the LORD, 'and I will send to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, My servant, and will bring them against this land and against its inhabitants and against all these nations round about; and I will utterly destroy them and make them a horror and a hissing, and an everlasting desolation. 10'Moreover, I will take from them the voice of joy and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride, the sound of the millstones and the light of the lamp. 11'This whole land will be a desolation and a horror, and these nations will serve the king of Babylon seventy years. 

Was it not exactly the way God said it?  We see then that the prophecy that Assyria which took over the northern ten tribes would not be the nation that would take over the southern tribes.  God raised up another power and that power was Babylon taking in Assyria and coming down to take Judah.

Now all of this took place in about 605 BC.  You see the difference here?  605, now when you're BC you go the opposite way, you do know that don't you?  You're counting backwards with BC.  AD turned it around, then we go the right way.  So, 605 BC, who was the king that took over -- of Babylon at that time?  Nebuchadnezzar.  Oh, Nebby came down.  Now there were basically three times that they sieged the city.  The first time was in 605 BC, and that's when Daniel and all the young men went with them.  That's the first time.  The second time, history records, was in 597 BC.  And that's when Ezekiel, and how many more?  Ten thousand were taken out.  And then the next captivity, and by the way, it's on a time sheet in the back of your book, 586 and 7 BC.  That's when everybody else, everyone, plus, not only did it take everyone out, what did it do to the city?  That's when they destroyed Jerusalem.  I mean made it a desolation.  Just exactly the way the prophet said would take place.  So until 538 BC, let's keep going down, until 538 BC we see this big kingdom, Babylon, we see them in power, it is a world power.  It is a power God raised up.  And we see them holding our folks into captivity.  
Best I could figure since they were in their 70 years if you count from here, you'd be about 535 when they begin to come back into their home lands.  I don't know that for a fact.  We're going to have to think about that for a while.

Now like Assyria though, God did not favor Babylon, He just simply used Babylon to accomplish His purpose with His people.  And you're going to see this over and over and over again.  I'm only going to do three kingdoms tonight.  But you go home and think about the history of Israel and who has been used, raised up, and how all of history has revolved around that one little nation who is in the center of this earth.  Okay?  Let's go on.

Look in Jeremiah chapter 50.  Jeremiah prophesied now that Babylon was going to be taken down, because, you see, the people are going to go back out.  Babylon can't continue to remain in control.  They're not going to let the people go.  So God is going to have to rise up another kingdom to liberate His people.  Just like He raised up to take him into exile.  He raised up another one to set them back loose and let them go home.

Jeremiah 50, verses one, two, and three.  All right.  

Jeremiah 50:1-3 1The word which the LORD spoke concerning Babylon, the land of the Chaldeans, through Jeremiah the prophet:  2"Declare and proclaim among the nations proclaim it and lift up a standard do not conceal it but say, 'Babylon has been captured, Bel has been put to shame, Marduk has been shattered; Her images have been put to shame, her idols have been shattered.' 3"For a nation has come up against her out of the north; it will make her land an object of horror, and there will be no inhabitant in it. Both man and beast have wandered off, they have gone away! 
Now here is another kingdom God is raising up.  He wiped out Assyria and raised up Babylon.  He wipes out Babylon and now He's rising up another kingdom.  What kingdom is that?  Look in chapter 51, verse of Jeremiah.  Remember last week we said prophets prophesize parts and portion.  None of them have all of the picture, but each of them have pieces of the picture.  We see how Isaiah, Jeremiah, and how many of these prophets help to go together to form the picture.

Jeremiah 51:11 11Sharpen the arrows, fill the quivers! The LORD has aroused the spirit of the kings of the Medes, because His purpose is against Babylon to destroy it; for it is the vengeance of the LORD, vengeance for His temple.
A new power now is being raised up.  Now go way again to Isaiah, and you're talking about going back, folks, we're going way back.  Isaiah 44.  All I'm doing, don't get confused, all I'm doing is showing you that this was already set up, already predicted, already prophesied.  Don't panic.  We're not going to give you a pop test on it after we're finished tonight.  Just to acquaint you with some of these names because they'll come up as you study Daniel.  That's all this is about.  All right.  Hang on.

Isaiah 44:28 28"It is I who says of Cyrus, 'He is My shepherd!  And he will perform all My desire ' And he declares of Jerusalem, 'She will be built,' And of the temple, 'Your foundation will be laid.'"
Look here, Isaiah, way back yonder.  He even tells us the name of the king of the kingdom that will come in, set the people free, let them go back home, and declare the fact that the city will be rebuilt, the walls will be rebuilt, and so will be the temple.  And his name is going to be Cyrus.  Now remember, Isaiah is way back yonder.  I started to do all of these timelines and dates and I thought, man, the first person I'm going to confuse is me.  Then we'll lose all of us.

But his name is going to be Cyrus.  Let's go a little bit further.  Look in Isaiah 45, one through seven.  Jurist right there beside, I don't know why I got so excited, it's just right there.
Isaiah 45:1-7 1Thus says the LORD to Cyrus His anointed, whom I have taken by the right hand, to subdue nations before him and to loose the loins of kings; to open doors before him so that gates will not be shut: 2"I will go before you and make the rough places smooth; I will shatter the doors of bronze and cut through their iron bars. 3"I will give you the treasures of darkness and hidden wealth of secret places, so that you may know that it is I, the LORD, the God of Israel, who calls you by your name. 4"For the sake of Jacob My servant, and Israel My chosen one, I have also called you by your name; I have given you a title of honor though you have not known Me. 5"I am the LORD, and there is no other; besides Me there is no God I will gird you, though you have not known Me; 6That men may know from the rising to the setting of the sun that there is no one besides Me.  I am the LORD, and there is no other, 7The One forming light and creating darkness, causing well-being and creating calamity; I am the LORD who does all these.
Man, here is Isaiah prophesying about old Cyrus and God says, “Hey buddy, you don't know me by name.  I know who you are.  I'm going to raise you up and you're going to do a job for me.  I'm going to give you the power that is necessary to do that job.”
Now look in Jeremiah again.  This would be a great night to learn the books of the Bible.  It won't be this way all the time.  Jeremiah 29.  I can't wait until we get too into the text, it just takes us so long to do that.  Jeremiah 29, verse ten.  Look what he says:
Jeremiah 29:10  10"For thus says the LORD, 'When seventy years have been completed for Babylon, I will visit you and fulfill My good word to you, to bring you back to this place.
That's important because that's going to be fulfilled as recorded in Chronicles, one of the historical books of the Old Testament, records history.  Look back in Chronicles.  Go left and keep flipping.  And if you get to Nehemiah, keep going.  It is next.  Nehemiah -- Second Chronicles, chapter 36, 22, 23.  I'm trying to put all of this together for you.  We know his name is Cyrus.  We know he's a Mede.  We know that much about him.  We also know he's coming to fulfill a prophecy given to Jeremiah that says they will go home in 70 years.  Now look, verse 22:
2 Chronicles 36:22-23 22Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia--in order to fulfill the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah--the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he sent a proclamation throughout his kingdom, and also put it in writing, saying, 23"Thus says Cyrus king of Persia, 'The LORD, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth, and He has appointed me to build Him a house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Whoever there is among you of all His people, may the LORD his God be with him, and let him go up!'"  
Chronicles is a historical record.  Jeremiah was given the prophecy.  Isaiah even named the man.  But why is one of them talking about the Medes and the other one talking about the Persians?  Now let me explain it.  That's the second kingdom that God raises up.  Now, anybody can understand this.  You quit thinking you can't understand this.  Medes and the Persians.  
By the way, if you were putting it in today's terminology this would be the Iranians.  You ever heard that word much on the news?  This would be your Iranians basically.  And there are two kingdoms in one.  That is why it is called the kingdom of the Medes and the Persians.  Actually the Persians here is talked more than the Medes.  But we see it either mentioned one way or the other.  But it's like a two horned kingdom.  I'm trying not to preempt anything, but two horns in one kingdom.  The Medes and the Persians.  When you get over in Daniel and you run across something like that say, “I think I might understand this.”  You probably won't, but at least you think you will.  It will give you enough encouragement to last at least one more day. 
 Medes and the Persians.  Now let me see what I can say.  They are two people.  All right.  I'm going to let you look at Daniel, just a peek.  Daniel chapter six, verse 28.  Remember Cyrus, there's another one mentioned who is Darius.  Look at chapter six.  There are a lot of scholars who say, “The word Darius is translated Cyrus.  It is an interchangeable name.  It is one guy and they have two names for him.  That's what all the confusion is about.”  They're going to have to help me in verse 28.
Daniel 6:28 28So this Daniel enjoyed success in the reign of Darius and in the reign of Cyrus the Persian.
So we see then that we have the Medes and the Persians.  We have the Babylonians.  Who was it now that conquered the ten northern tribes?  Assyrians, and then the Babylonians conquered them.  The Medes and Persians conquered them.  And by the way, this is still going on now when Daniel is prophesied.  We're still right along.  But oh, it's going to change.

There’s one more kingdom I want to talk about.  I could talk about more, but we're pushing too far into Daniel.  Let me just get one more under your belt that happens, I mean, a long time there, back in the 400s BC.  It is another kingdom.  It is mentioned in Daniel.  When you see it, you're going to shout, holler, jump up on your table and stand on your head when you see it.  You're not going to understand it at first.  But when you think, just think, put your hat on when you read this.  Okay.  It is the kingdom of what?  Greece.  Greeks.  And I'm not going to get biblically into any of this except to tell you it's in Daniel.  But let me tell you this about Greece.  Who was the greatest king that ever ever ruled over the Greeks?  Alexander the Great.  And he moved like a swift  -- oh, shoot, I'm just talking too much.  He moves so swiftly.  They had marches that the world to this day even Patton’s army couldn't  -- I mean Patton’s army was one of the ones that studied a lot of these guys.  But he moved so swiftly.  He would move his men at night and he would capture cities just like that.  Boom.  Boom.  Boom.  Remember that about Alexander the Great when you read certain parts of Daniel, because when he died he died so suddenly and so young there was nobody to take over his kingdom so they divided it into what?  Four kingdoms.

Oh, Brother Wayne, you've got me so lost I don't know what you're talking about.  No, I haven't.  When you're reading through Daniel, remember what I'm telling you.  It was divided into four kingdoms.  And you're going to start seeing that the history of the world is laid out in the book of Daniel.

We've already seen an incredible amount of it just by how quickly we've gone through it tonight.  But you've seen the Assyrian Empire raised up, destroyed.  You've seen the Babylon Empire raised up, destroyed.  The Medo-Persian Empire raised up and it was destroyed because there's a Grecian Empire raised up.  I could go on and do the Roman and keep on going, but I'm going to stop.  I think that's enough.  That's enough.  No, no, no.  What I'm trying to do is get these names familiar to you.  That's all I'm doing.  I'm not trying to teach a history lesson other than what we already know from the Word of God.  

But the key is you're studying Daniel, don't try to think anything differently than world history.  It's right there in the book.  And don't forget when Alexander the Great died his kingdom was divided into how many?  Four.  And when you get to that place you're going to say, “There it is.”  And your wife will come running in and beat you up.

I have so many more things I want to say.  Haven't you got thrilled reading through it?  Man, folks, he's going to get so -- listen, a lot of people say that Daniel couldn't have written this during the time they say he did because he didn't even know about Greece.  It came too far away from him.  But who was it telling him?  It was God, folks.  God is the God of history.  And I can't wait until you start seeing the last six chapters of the book and start seeing how it fits together.  Start seeing these kingdoms pop up on the surface.  How everyone was prophesied, all those prophecies came through.  What we're doing -- you can tell what we're doing.  I'm showing you if it's already come true, and everything God says has happened, what does that tell you about what He says will happen?  Buddy, you better take it to the bank.  It's going to happen just like He says it is going to happen.

By the way, the day that Jesus entered Jerusalem on a donkey was programmed, folks, to the day because God said it back in the Old Testament.  You talk about -- oh, son, I've got to quit.  I've got to slow down real quick.  We're going to have a great time.  As you're reading through, remember when you get past chapter six and seven, be careful because it's not chronological and it could throw you.  Take your time.  Go slow.  Notice who he speaks about and you'll be all right.  Don't get discouraged and quit.  Please don't.  Because if I can get through this thing, like I said, I know you can get through it.  And I've never studied before in my life and already it is becoming clear.  It will become clear to you. God the Holy Spirit will take us through it.  Okay?  Let's bow our heads in a word of prayer.

Father, I thank you that you're our great encourager.  Lord you have told us that we can do things through Christ who strengthens us.  And Lord, we just come before you needing help, needing revelation, needing information that you alone can give to us.  Put together, Father, the book of Daniel in our minds.  Help us to realize that you're so much in control of our lives, if we could just see that, Lord, we would never hesitate to obey what the tender voice of the spirit speaks to our heart.  Lord, when we go home tonight, help us to realize, maybe there's somebody here, Father, that lives in a desolate situation.  Maybe, Father, it is a bad home life.  Maybe, Father, they think that somehow you've perked them out on a shelf some place and you've forgotten all about them.  Help them, Father, to understand you know exactly where they are.  

You are the God of history.  You are sovereign.  And, Father, everything is made to happen according to the way you will it to happen.  Father, we thank you for that.  We thank you, Lord, that we could never blame you for evil, but, Father, even when evil comes our way we can know you're still in control and we can rest in the fact that you've taught us how to resist it and how to walk around it, how to meet it.  Lord, I pray for these precious people.  Lord, help us to be encouraged not to quit.  Help us to stay with this course and, Lord, I pray you'll start with me and help me to understand so we can rightly divide the Word of Truth.  
In Jesus name, amen.

