Daniel – Part I 

Lesson 1
Living Out A Biblical Worldview
Studying the Very Words of God
[Kay asks us] to stand and open our Bibles to the book of Daniel. She wants to read the Word of God with us
Daniel 1:1-9, 21  1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it.  2 The Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, along with some of the vessels of the house of God; and he brought them to the land of Shinar, to the house of his god, and he brought the vessels into the treasury of his god. [The land of Shinar is in present day Iraq, formerly called Babylon]  3 Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, the chief of his officials, to bring in some of the sons of Israel, including some of the royal family and of the nobles,  4 youths in whom was no defect, who were good-looking, showing intelligence in every branch of wisdom, endowed with understanding and discerning knowledge, and who had ability for serving in the king's court; and he ordered him to teach them the literature and language of the Chaldeans. [Chaldean  is another synonym for Babylonian]  5 The king appointed for them a daily ration from the king's choice food and from the wine which he drank, and appointed that they should be educated three years, at the end of which they were to enter the king's personal service.  6 Now among them from the sons of Judah were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah.  7 Then the commander of the officials assigned new names to them; and to Daniel he assigned the name Belteshazzar, to Hananiah Shadrach, to Mishael Meshach and to Azariah Abed-nego.  8 But Daniel made up his mind that he would not defile himself with the king's choice food or with the wine which he drank; so he sought permission from the commander of the officials that he might not defile himself.  9 Now God granted Daniel favor and compassion in the sight of the commander of the officials, 21 And Daniel continued until the first year of Cyrus the king. 
Kay asks if we realize what we have just done; we have stood and we have heard words that have come from the very mouth of God. These are not man’s words; these are God’s words. As we begin to study the book of Daniel, we are going to study the very words of God. What an awesome privilege we have, to open a book that is called God’s Book, and look at words that are Divinely inspired, and to have the privilege of hearing, learning, studying and knowing what God has to say. What an awesome privilege!

We are about to begin a study of one of the most incredible books in all the Bible, and we will see why as we go along. But, what Kay would like us to do as we begin this study, in prayer, to consecrate ourselves to God, to tell God that we know that these are his very words and we want to treat them and handle them accordingly. We want to reverence, respect, believe and trust them, for God has spoken. Let us tell Him, now, that we will listen. Let us pray.

Father, as we stand in Your Presence, Father, to read in our Bibles and to hear read the words that You have spoken, the words that men have recorded that have come from the very mouth of God. We tell You, Father, that as we begin this study, we want to honor You. We want, literally, Father, to hang on Your every word. We want to be able to say, with the Psalmist in Psalm 119 102 “I have not turned aside from Your ordinances, For You Yourself have taught me.” 
Father, I ask that You would move, in such a Divine way, that we would be able to say, as we do this study and as we finish the study, You, God, Yourself, have taught us Your Word. We want to live in the light of them, to believe them, to understand them, to proclaim them, and we want to live according to every word that comes out of Your mouth.
We thank You, now, Father, for the gift of the Holy Spirit, our in-resident teacher, Who will help us to understand the things that You have spoken, and Who will convict us if we are not living in the light of them, and Who will lead us and guide us into all truth. We thank You, now, Father, for what You are going to do and pray for each one of these people, that they would be faithful, finish the study that they would begin and persevere, no matter all the conflict, warfare from the enemy, for surely the father of lies, the murderer from the beginning, does not want us to understand the truth because he abides not in the truth. But, Father we tell You now, “God, I will start and I will persevere. By your grace I will be faithful to honor this as Your Word, and to treat and esteem Your Word more precious than my necessary food. 

We thank You, now, Father, in Jesus Holy Name. Amen.”

As Kay prayed about how to begin this study, as we go through the book of Daniel, and we have read through the first six chapters and (in a sense) gotten an overview of those first six chapters (seven on is going to be equally exciting and wonderful), as we have introduced ourselves to this book, we are going to see truth unfold before our eyes and we are going to stand in awe. But, as Kay prayed about it, she felt that as we look at Daniel, there are three things that God wants us to understand as we study this book, we are studying
1. the very words of God,
2.  the character of a man of sterling integrity and wisdom, and

3.  a sure word of prophecy.

We will study each of these three points in depth. In this day and age, when men of sterling integrity and wisdom are hard to be found, this is a man that God will put before us so that we might have him as an example, and seeing his example, we might follow even as he lived. This is a man of sterling integrity and wisdom.

Of all the books of the Bible, Kay does not think any book, prophetically, is more important, necessary, fundamental, or foundational than the book of Daniel. She believes it is God’s blueprint of the future, and that every other prophecy in the whole Word of God concerning the End Times, fits within the framework of the book of Daniel. It is an incredible book.
Kay takes the three points, one by one.

1. We Are Studying the Very Words of God

[Kay points out that] she is saying “words” and is not saying “the very thoughts of God,” or the very ideas of God,” or “stories about God’s people,” or “concepts.” She is saying that we are studying the very words of God, and that makes a huge difference. If we have a Bible that is a faithful translation from the original languages (the Bible was originally written in three languages – Hebrew, Aramaic and Koine Greek). The Old Testament, by the time of Jesus, was translated in that Koine Greek, the common language of the day. 
The book of Daniel is written in two languages:
· Hebrew (chapter 1), then
· Aramaic (chapter 2 to chapter 7), and
· Hebrew, again.
If you have a Bible where the people have been zealous to understand that the words we are reading and studying are the very words of God, and you have a word-for-word translation, you have the closest thing, in the English language, to the original Hebrew[, Aramaic] and Greek. There are several of these excellent translations that we can compare, one with another top make sure you have the most accurate translation possible. Kay believes we need a “word-for-word” translation and asserts that the NIV is a thought-for-thought translation. The Message is not a “word-for-word” translation. If we are going to study the Word of God and honor it for what it really is, Kay believe it is to “esteem His words” as words from His Very Mouth. Kay refers us to II Timothy, as Paul writes his final epistle. The last thing that Paul is ever going to write under the Divine Inspiration of the Spirit of God. Paul knows, and we know this from II Timothy 4, that the time of his departure is at hand.
II Timothy 4:6-7   6 For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand.  7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:
To keep the faith is to honor God’s Word as God’s Word; to see that God says what He means and means what He says. We are to live accordingly and believe accordingly. As he writes, under the leadership of God, his final words in this book tell us where Scripture comes from. 
II Timothy 3:16-17   16 All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; 17 so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.
By the time that Paul was living, the Old Testament was all collected and canonized, so that we said that the books from Genesis, all the way in our English Bible, through the book of Malachi, that this is the Old Testament. This is God’s record of the Old Covenant. This is the Word of God. So he is saying  all Scripture is inspired by God. 

That word “inspired” [“theopneustos” qeo,pneustoj]] comes from two words “theos”  [qeo,j] and it means “God,” and [[“ekpneo”  evkpne,w], which  means “breathed.” It is a word for breath. What he is saying is “all Scripture is “God breathed,” it is inspired. It is a word that is only used one time in the whole New Testament, and it is use here. He has just told us where the Scripture comes from. It is breathed by God and it is profitable for teaching for what we are to believe. 
We are going to study the teaching that God wants us to have through Daniel. It is profitable for reproof, meaning it shows us where we are wrong; it is profitable for correction, taking what is wrong and making it right. Not only does the Word of God say to us, “This is the teaching and this is what you are doing that is wrong,” or, “This is where you are off track.” He also says, “I’m going to use this teaching to show you how to correct it.” He does not just expose us and show us how wrong we are. He shows us how to take what is wrong and make it right. 

Then he makes this statement. He says, it is “for training in righteousness”. As we study the book of Daniel and look at the life of Daniel, are going to be trained in righteousness because we are going to look at a man of sterling character and integrity. We are going to see what that looks like when a man is transported from his culture into another culture, to see how this man maintains a Biblical world view in the midst of a world that is opposed to the Word of God and does not believe in God.
He goes on to say, so that we might be trained “in righteousness; 17 so that the man [or woman] of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.” So we can know that in the book of Daniel, we are going to be “equipped for every good work.” We are going to be trained “in righteousness;” if we will study diligently and make this study a priority in our lives, Kay guarantees, on the authority of the Word of God, that we will become more righteous, more knowledgeable, more wise, and we will become a person who is equipped for every good work of life, and find ourselves adequate to handle whatever comes our way.
Kay knows this because as she began to teach this course on Daniel, she has just finished Christmas holidays and during these holidays, she has had several people that have had unexpected deaths in their families, and has  watched people go through trials and be on the verge of death, one of whom was her husband. She has seen them walk through the trials, heard them as she had called them and prayed with them. She has heard their strength and knowledge of God come to the fore, wrap that knowledge around them and hold them tight to Himself so that they are able to go through all sorts of things. 

A woman who used to come to the Bible study whose grandson is the young man that fell from the building and is now paralyzed from the neck down. Right after that, a tree fell on their house. And right after that the same family found out that his sister was killed in an automobile accident. Three things, just like that, and yet they are able to stand because they have been equipped for every good work of life. 

This is the Word of God. In Peter’s final epistle he, like Paul, has something to say about the Word of God. Kay asks why it is so important that God lead Paul and Peter to leave us with these words in their last and final epistle. Because God wants us to understand that
Deuteronomy 8:3   3 "He humbled you and let you be hungry, and fed you with manna which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that He might make you understand that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by everything that proceeds out of the mouth of the LORD. 
Matthew 4:4  4 But He answered and said, "It is written, 'MAN SHALL NOT LIVE ON BREAD ALONE, BUT ON EVERY WORD THAT PROCEEDS OUT OF THE MOUTH OF GOD.'"
Luke 4:4   4 And Jesus answered him, "It is written, 'MAN SHALL NOT LIVE ON BREAD ALONE.'"
These are the words that Jesus quoted to Satan, who is the father of lies.
II Peter 1:15   15 And I will also be diligent that at any time after my departure you will be able to call these things to mind.  
He says there are things that I want you to remember, things that I want you (as man or a woman) to embrace. And I want you to be able to call these things mind, after my departure
II Peter 1:16a   16 For we did not follow cleverly devised tales 
What the world will tell us is that the Bible is full of “cleverly devised tales.” They will tell us that men sat around campfires and told the stories, and in the telling of the stories, the truth was distorted. These are “folk tales” that these simple-minded people, called Christians, who have no intelligence and no education believe. Peter is saying, “I didn’t follow these devised tales.”
II Peter 1:16b   16b when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty.
This past Christmas, Kay decided to read through the book of Matthew in the month of December. She would read through a Gospel, which is normally what she would do. Last year, it was the Gospel of Luke. Because it is about Christ and the birth of Christ, and it is all that God has given us in Christ, when “the fullness of time” came. 
As you read in Matthew, about them going up on the Mount of Transfiguration, and just before that, Jesus turns to His disciples and He says 

Matthew 16:28   28 "Truly I say to you, there are some of those who are standing here who will not taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in His kingdom."
Mark 9:1  1 And Jesus was saying to them, "Truly I say to you, there are some of those who are standing here who will not taste death until they see the kingdom of God after it has come with power."
They died. Jesus has not come yet. But, what Jesus said actually happened, because as they were up on that mountain, Jesus was transfigured and they saw the Son of Man in His Glory. They saw what He is going to be like when He comes to rule as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. They saw that. That is what he is talking about in this passage. Peter was among them. They looked and they saw.
Matthew 17:4   4 Peter said to Jesus, "Lord, it is good for us to be here; if You wish, I will make three tabernacles here, one for You, and one for Moses, and one for Elijah."

Moses represented the Law and Elijah represented the Prophets. It was the Law and the Prophets that testified to the coming of the Son of Man. There He was in all of His Glory, and Moses and Elijah who lived because God is a God of the living. He wants to build three tabernacles there. He sees and is an eyewitness. He sees Jesus as the Messiah, as the King, in all of His Glory.
II Peter 1:17-18   17 For when He received honor and glory from God the Father, such an utterance as this was made to Him by the Majestic Glory, "This is My beloved Son with whom I am well-pleased "--  18 and we ourselves heard this utterance made from heaven when we were with Him on the holy mountain.
He says, “I saw Him with my eyes, and I heard God with the hearing of my ears, I heard the very words of God.”
II Peter 1:19 19 So we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts.
He said, “We have something more sure than what my eyes saw and what my ears heard. What I have is the prophecy of Scripture. That’s what I have.” 
II Peter 1:19 19 So we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts.  
He says, “You would do very well to pay attention to this prophetic word. It’s a sure word of prophecy.” How sure is it?
II Peter 1:20a 20a But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture 
What is a prophet? We know that a prophet was a messenger from God. It was not just about something that was the future; it could be about something that was present. We know that a prophetic word is a word that is given from the very throne of God. 
II Peter 1:20   20 But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one's own interpretation,
The book that you are about to study did not originate with Daniel. But, he goes on to say,
II Peter 1:21  21 for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.
So what we have is God speaking, man hearing and man being moved by the Spirit of God so that as they write, they are writing the very words of God. If we stop and realize that every time we open the Bible, if we are opening up a valid translation, a word-for-word translation [Kay says, then she claims] we are not reading the words of man. If we take the Living Bible, or The Message, [Kay claims] we are reading the words of man, as man understand the Word of God. But, if we open up the King James Version, The New American Standard, The New English Version, and translations like that, we are looking at the English equivalent that [Kay claims] is the very closest English word to the Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek word. [Kay believes] we are looking at the words of God. She wants us to understand that every time we open the Bible and begin our study, we need to go to the Author and say, 
“Dear Author, 
I am studying Your Word. Help me to understand what You are saying in this Book. Help me to understand it. Help me to honor it for what it is.”
[Kay asks us to go to Isaiah 55.] In Isaiah 55:8-9, as Isaiah writes, he is speaking for God. He is writing what God has given him. God is speaking and He is saying,
Isaiah 55:8-9 8 "For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Neither are your ways My ways," declares the LORD.  9 "For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts.”
Kay asks if we want to live on this [earthly] perspective where we are just looking at the world and seeing everything, and deciding what we believe, according to the news or the latest commentaries we have read, and she is not talking about just Biblical commentaries. She is also talking about commentaries on life, books on psychology, et cetera. She asks is we want to live on the plane where we will get our wisdom from Oprah, or someone else, or if we want to get our wisdom from a higher plane. She asks if we want our way to be God’s Way. She asks if we want our thoughts to be higher than they are, if we want to leave the realm of man and hit the realm of the Divine. She asks where we want to live and whose wisdom, advice, or counsel we want. Is it not God’s?
Isaiah 55:9-10   9 "For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts.  10 "For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, And do not return there without watering the earth, And making it bear and sprout, And furnishing seed to the sower and bread to the eater;”
In other words, the rain comes and it produces harvest and food. And as the rain comes, so will My Word be.
Isaiah 55:11a  11a “So shall My word be which goes forth from My mouth;” 
Awesome! He is saying, “My Word [comes] from My mouth.” This is the phrase Kay wants us to get: “which [comes from] My mouth.” Kay states that the young men who are going to school can know more than all of their teachers if we know the Word of God. We can be wiser than the wisest human being on the face of this earth if we know the Word of God and they do not. We want them to know the Word of God. But this is what He is saying and Kay wants to see this and understand that we are handling the very Words of God which came from His mouth.
2. We Are Studying the Character of a Man of Sterling Integrity and Wisdom

When we studied the book of Genesis, we studied the life of Joseph, a man of sterling integrity. We did not find one thing wrong with Joseph. We are about to study the life of Daniel, as recorded for us, as ordained by God, as breathed by God. We are going to study a man of sterling integrity and wisdom. What is said about him is just incredible. As we turn to Ezekiel 14, Kay tells us that he is a contemporary of Daniel, as is Jeremiah [the Lamentations, and Isaiah]—three of the [five] Major Prophets [in the Protestant and Jewish Bibles]. Kay says we will appreciate that more as we get into the study. In Ezekiel 14, as a contemporary of Daniel, is going to mention Daniel. But before we go there, Kay asks us to back up to chapter 13. Kay wants us to see the context of chapter 14. Kay believes that God wants us to see a very distinct contrast there.
Ezekiel 13:1  1 Then the word of the LORD came to me saying,
Kay points out this phrase is repeated in Ezekiel. She also asks what we read in Isaiah, [namely] that “My [God’s] word[s] go forth from My mouth.”
Ezekiel 13:2  2 "Son of man, prophesy against the prophets of Israel who prophesy, and say to those who prophesy from their own inspiration, 'Listen to the word of the LORD!”

Kay asks what we read in II Timothy and II Peter:
II Timothy 3:16   16 All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness;
II Peter 1:20-21  20 But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one's own interpretation,  21 for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.
It is not according to their will; rather according to the Will of God. Contrast to this. Here are people who are prophesying (verse 2) from their own inspiration, but listen to what they are saying. Listen to the Word of the LORD. 
Barna has done extensive research and one of the things he discovered was that the church is getting its doctrine from Christian television more than from the church. Kay is thankful for her pastor because he takes them through the Bible. But many churches are trying to be seeker-friendly and so they are not teaching the Word of God so that we know it book by book. On television, we have many people saying, “The LORD spoke to me and said. . .” or “the LORD said” or “the LORD told me.” Immediately, the people are waiting to hear, “What has God said? Is there a new revelation?” Kay responds, “No. Everything we need is in the Bible. 
II Timothy 3:17  17 That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works. (KJV)
We do not need a new revelation, but these people are giving a new revelation.
Ezekiel 13:3-6   3 'Thus says the Lord GOD, "Woe to the foolish prophets who are following their own spirit and have seen nothing.  4 "O Israel, your prophets have been like foxes among ruins.  5 "You have not gone up into the breaches, nor did you build the wall around the house of Israel to stand in the battle on the day of the LORD.  6 "They see falsehood and lying divination who are saying, 'The LORD declares,' when the LORD has not sent them; yet they hope for the fulfillment of their word.’”
They are saying, “God said this...,”and they are hoping it will  really come to pass when God did not say. In contrast to that we move into Ezekiel 14:12-14.
Ezekiel 14:12-14a  12 Then the word of the LORD came to me saying,  13 "Son of man, if a country sins against Me by committing unfaithfulness, and I stretch out My hand against it, destroy its supply of bread, send famine against it and cut off from it both man and beast,  14a even though these three men, Noah, Daniel and Job”

Who is the one who is living at that time? Daniel! Noah is long gone, about fifteen hundred years before Job, and Job is , about fifteen hundred years before all of this.
Ezekiel 14:14 14 “even though these three men, Noah, Daniel and Job were in its midst, by their own righteousness they could only deliver themselves," declares the Lord GOD.
He will use Noah, Daniel  and Job, again. He will repeat this and show us, for instance, in verse 20
Ezekiel 14:20   20 “even though Noah, Daniel and Job were in its midst, as I live," declares the Lord GOD, "they could not deliver either their son or their daughter. They would deliver only themselves by their righteousness."
In essence, He is saying judgment is coming and only the righteous will survive. But, He points to three righteous men. As we go to Genesis, Kay asks that we remember that we are going to study, as we study Daniel, a man of sterling integrity. In Genesis 6, God puts him in the same category as Noah and Job.
Genesis 6:5-6   5 Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.  6 The LORD was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart. 
Kay wants us to see that here is a mass of mankind and all of them are wicked, every single one of them is wicked, except Noah. It says, in verse 8,
Genesis 6: 8-9    8 But Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD.  9 These are the records of the generations of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his time; Noah walked with God.
God is saying to us, “No matter what is going on around you, you can be a righteous person. It is the righteous that will survive and be delivered.” Noah and his sons, Shem, Ham and Japheth, and their wives were preserved. 
In Job 1, God begins this way:

Job 1:1, 7-8     1 There was a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job; and that man was blameless, upright, fearing God and turning away from evil. 7 The LORD said to Satan, "From where do you come?" Then Satan answered the LORD and said, "From roaming about on the earth and walking around on it."  8 The LORD said to Satan, "Have you considered My servant Job? For there is no one like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, fearing God and turning away from evil."
Then we come to Daniel, and we saw, as Kay read the Scriptures as we opened up. We saw that Daniel had determined not to defile himself with the things from the king’s table. 
Daniel 1:8   8 But Daniel made up his mind that he would not defile himself with the king's choice food or with the wine which he drank; so he sought permission from the commander of the officials that he might not defile himself.
We are going to look and study the life of a very righteous man. But, also, as we turn to Ezekiel 28, God has more that He wants to say about Daniel, through Ezekiel. He wants you to understand, God, Himself, has singled out Daniel, a man that is living in the days of  Ezekiel, and puts him with two other great men of God that all of the people would know—Noah and Job—and He has told us that he is a righteous man and that his righteousness would deliver him in the Day of Judgment, when God got ready to judge a country. Kay asks if  Daniel’s righteousness delivers him. We should say “Yes” right now. He was cast into a den of lions and preserved because his God had a purpose for him. Kay asks if this means that everybody that is martyred is not righteous. She responds “No,” stating that we must take it in the whole context. Kay asks us to remember that we will be studying the character of a man of sterling integrity and wisdom. 
Ezekiel 28:3a 3aBehold, you are wiser than Daniel; 
Kay asks to whom is he saying this? He is saying it to the leader of Tyre, who thinks he is wiser than Daniel.
Ezekiel 28:1-3 1 The word of the LORD came again to me, saying,  2 "Son of man, say to the leader of Tyre, 'Thus says the Lord GOD, "Because your heart is lifted up And you have said, 'I am a god, I sit in the seat of gods In the heart of the seas'; Yet you are a man and not God, Although you make your heart like the heart of God--  3 Behold, you are wiser than Daniel; There is no secret that is a match for you.”
He goes on to talk about this leader of Tyre. It is a very interesting passage and we will not go into it until we study Ezekiel. He is saying is, “You are saying that you are wiser than Daniel.” When he says that, he is saying that Daniel is a man of great wisdom. Here God identifies Daniel as a man of wisdom.
Kay was reading Psalm 119 and thought it describes Daniel.
Psalm 119:1a   1a How blessed are those whose way is blameless, 

We see that Noah and Job were blameless. As we study Daniel, we find that Daniel was blameless.
Psalm 119:1-4, 9-11, 15-16  1 How blessed are those whose way is blameless, Who walk in the law of the LORD.  

Is he walking in the “in the law of the LORD?” Yes. This is why he will not eat at the king’s table.
Psalm 119:2a  2a How blessed are those who observe His testimonies

Daniel is doing this.

Psalm 119:2b-3a  2b Who seek Him with all their heart.  3 They also do no unrighteousness;

We will see that Daniel is a righteous man.
Psalm 119:3b-4  3b They walk in His ways.  4 You have ordained Your precepts, That we should keep them diligently.
This was Daniel.
Psalm 119:9-11, 15-16  9 How can a young man keep his way pure? By keeping it according to Your word.  10 With all my heart I have sought You; Do not let me wander from Your commandments.  11 Your word I have treasured in my heart, That I may not sin against You.  15 I will meditate on Your precepts And regard Your ways.  16 I shall delight in Your statutes; I shall not forget Your word.

We find that when Daniel is transported to Babylon, and learning the language, of the Chaldeans, and the wisdom, knowledge and the interpretation of dreams, that Daniel, this man of integrity and divine wisdom, never departs from that divine wisdom. And so it should be with us as we study this.
3. We Are Studying a Sure Word of Prophecy
For Kay, the book of Daniel exemplifies this to the highest degree. It is a sure word of prophecy. Kay wants to run some Scriptures that shows that this is a book that deals with the end of the day. As we look at that and understand the end of the day, then we will not be led us astray. 
In Daniel 2:29, Nebuchadnezzar has a dream.
Daniel 2:29   29 "As for you, O king, while on your bed your thoughts turned to what would take place in the future; and He who reveals mysteries has made known to you what will take place.”
Kay asks, “Who is the one that reveals mysteries. It is God.” 
Daniel 2:44a  44a "In the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom”
Daniel is a sure word of prophecy that is telling us that 
Daniel 2:44a  44a "In the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which will never be destroyed, and that kingdom will not be left for another people; it will crush and put an end to all these kingdoms, but it will itself endure forever.”
We are about to study about that kingdom, to learn when that kingdom is going to come, and what it is going to be like, just before that kingdom is established, here on the face of this earth. This is a sure word of prophecy, unto which we do well that we take heed because it is a light that shines in a dark place.
II Peter 1:19   19 So we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts.
We go from there to Daniel 7:13-14.
Daniel 7:13-14  13 "I kept looking in the night visions, And behold, with the clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man was coming, And He came up to the Ancient of Days And was presented before Him.  14 "And to Him was given dominion, Glory and a kingdom, That all the peoples, nations and men of every language Might serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion Which will not pass away; And His kingdom is one Which will not be destroyed.”
We know, by studying Daniel, we are going to know the sure word of prophecy that there is a day when every nation on this earth will serve God Almighty, will serve the Son of Man. That ought to cause us to throw our shoulders back and walk with confidence in the midst of this world that is trying to destroy the knowledge of God; trying to get rid of it; trying to distort it. But we know that all those people, with all their writing and all their desire to demean the Word of God and bring it down into the mud of their immorality, are someday going to stand before God and 

Philippians 2:10b-11a  10b EVERY KNEE WILL BOW,   11a and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord
This is the sure word of prophecy.
Daniel 7:14, 27a   14 "And to Him was given dominion, Glory and a kingdom, That all the peoples, nations and men of every language Might serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion Which will not pass away; And His kingdom is one Which will not be destroyed.” 27a 'Then the sovereignty, the dominion and the greatness of all the kingdoms under the whole heaven will be given to the people of the saints of the Highest One;'
Oh, that Jews would read and understand the book of Daniel. 
Daniel 7:27b    27b 'His kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom, and all the dominions will serve and obey Him.'
This is a sure word of prophecy. We are gong to know the future through this. In chapter 8, verse 26, it says
Daniel 8:26  26 "The vision of the evenings and mornings Which has been told is true; But keep the vision secret, For it pertains to many days in the future."
Daniel is writing about many things that have not yet come to pass because he is moved by the Spirit of God and the words he is writing are not of his own devising; they are words from the very mouth of God, the words we are going to study, sure words of prophecy. 
Daniel 9:27   27 "And he will make a firm covenant with the many for one week, but in the middle of the week he will put a stop to sacrifice and grain offering; and on the wing of abominations will come one who makes desolate, even until a complete destruction, one that is decreed, is poured out on the one who makes desolate."
Daniel 10:14   14 "Now I have come to give you an understanding of what will happen to your people in the latter days, for the vision pertains to the days yet future."

Daniel 12:1a  1a "Now at that time Michael, the great prince who stands guard over the sons of your people, will arise. And there will be a time of distress such as never occurred since there was a nation until that time;”

We know that there is a time of distress that is going to come that has never occurred in the history of mankind, and it says
Daniel 12:1b  1b “and at that time your people (Daniel’s people, the Jews), everyone who is found written in the book, will be rescued.”
Daniel 12:9  9 He said, "Go your way, Daniel, for these words are concealed and sealed up until the end time.
Kay asserts that “these words are (no longer) concealed,” “these words are (no longer) sealed up;” she believes we can understand them, and Daniel could not. He wrote because he was moved by the Spirit of God to write the very words of God. He did not understand them. But the time has come when the seals are broken and we can see and understand. 
Daniel 12:10-13  10 "Many will be purged, purified and refined, but the wicked will act wickedly; and none of the wicked will understand, but those who have insight will understand.” 11 "From the time that the regular sacrifice is abolished and the abomination of desolation is set up, there will be 1,290 days.  12 "How blessed is he who keeps waiting and attains to the 1,335 days!  13 "But as for you, go your way to the end; then you will enter into rest and rise again for your allotted portion at the end of the age."
So ends the book of Daniel, and Kay believes we will understand what that means. This is a sure word of prophecy we are studying and we are going to understand it. We are going to be able to explain it. 
In light of that, Kay takes us to Matthew 24, where Jesus is speaking. The time of His departure has come. He has told the disciples that He is going to die, be buried and resurrected. He has walked out of the temple. He has grieved over Jerusalem because they have stoned the prophets, killed those that God sent to them. They did not listen. We need to listen to the Word of God.
Matthew 24:1-2  1 Jesus came out from the temple and was going away when His disciples came up to point out the temple buildings to Him.  2 And He said to them, "Do you not see all these things? Truly I say to you, not one stone here will be left upon another, which will not be torn down."
It is all going to be destroyed. What they were admiring was going to be destroyed.
Matthew 24:3    3 As He was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, "Tell us, when will these things happen, and what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?"
Remember, we saw in Daniel 7, the coming of the Son of Man. Remember, we saw the future, the end is not yet. We will see that in the book of Daniel.
Matthew 24:4-16, 21  4 And Jesus answered and said to them, "See to it that no one misleads you.  5 "For many will come in My name, saying, 'I am the Christ,' and will mislead many.  6 "You will be hearing of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not frightened, for those things must take place, but that is not yet the end.  7 "For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and in various places there will be famines and earthquakes.  8 "But all these things are merely the beginning of birth pangs.  9a "Then they will deliver you to tribulation,”
Remember, Daniel says there is going to come a time of distress, of tribulation upon the earth. 

Then he talks about many false prophets.
Matthew 24:11-14  11 "Many false prophets will arise and will mislead many.  12 "Because lawlessness is increased, most people's love will grow cold.  13 "But the one who endures to the end, he will be saved.  14 "This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all the nations, and then the end will come.
And Daniel tells us what the end will be like. Jesus, the Son of God, the Son of Man is speaking:
Matthew 24:15    15 "Therefore when you see the ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION which was spoken of through Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place (let the reader understand), 
Kay asserts that we will understand.
Matthew 24:16, 21     16 then those who are in Judea must flee to the mountains.    21 "For then there will be a great tribulation, such as has not occurred since the beginning of the world until now, nor ever will.”
Kay asks, “What was Jesus doing?” He was taking the truths of  Daniel, and putting them into context, and explaining when the end would come. Jesus was a student of Daniel. 

Of course, Jesus is the Word: 
John 1:1,14  1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
the Word become flesh:
John 1:14   14 And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.
Jesus is the One Who came, not to destroy the Law and the Prophets
Matthew 5:17   17 "Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to fulfill.
Jesus, the One Who was called the Logos, the Word of God, explained that when we see the abomination of desolation spoken of by Daniel the prophet, let the reader understand. Oh, reader ware going to understand and we are going to be able to explain it. And we are going to understand, as He quoted; there will be a time of distress, such as has never been. We are going to understand it, be able to explain it and we are going to know that we are right because we are telling them what the Bible says, which is a sure word of prophecy. 
Submitted by Carrie Johnson
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