Daniel – Part I 
LIVING OUT A BIBLICAL WORLDVIEW

Lesson 2                God, The Conductor Of History          By Wayne Barber
Let's pray together before we get into the word tonight.

Father, we just thank You so much on how You so beautifully orchestrated history.  And we thank You, Father, for this book of Daniel.  It is not only a prophetic book, but, Father, a historical book.  We thank you, Father, that history bears witness to the fact that what You have prophesied has come true and, Lord, we know by faith will come true.  Lord, we just pray tonight that God the Holy Spirit would continue to kindle a flame in our hearts as we study the book of Daniel.  Thank You, Father, You tell us how this age will come to an end, and we praise You, Father, for what we're learning day by day.

In Jesus name, amen.

Okay.  Turn to Daniel chapter one, verse one.  And that's as far as we're going to go today.  It's going to take a long time to study this book, isn't it? 
Daniel 1:1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it.

Now what I want to do for you tonight if possible, God willing, is to take eight dates, put them together, and bring us up to Daniel 1:1.  I know if you've studied any kind of history books about this or you've gotten into the dating process, you've probably been very confused at the most as you've tried to go through this.  At least I have.  I'm the densest one in the group, so if I can understand this, you can understand this.  What we're going to do tonight is to see how all of these strange dates mean nothing unless we see how the conductor can put them together.  Now, I'm leading to something.  

There's a reason I have a music stand right here and some musical notes.  And I'm not an artist, of course you know that.  When I was going through high school, and you may not believe this, but I love classical music.  Some people look at me and say, “No, not you.”  Obviously there are some parts of classical music that I do not enjoy.  These weird, weird organ things, I don't like those.  But I like the brass and -- my favorite instrument is the French horn.  I love to hear the French horn.  When I was in high school I ushered for the Roanoke Philharmonic Orchestra in Roanoke, Virginia.  And I was there giving out tickets.  I got to see all the different performances.  They even had ballets.  Can you believe I have been to a ballet?  And not only that, I have also eaten quiche, but I enjoyed it very much.

One of the things I enjoyed a whole lot was to listen to the orchestra as they warmed up.  The different sounds.  Can you believe?  You sit sometimes at a performance, before it ever gets started, before the conductor has walked up on the platform and listen to the different sounds in that orchestra.  Man, you've got your flutes over there going -- you've got your saxophone, you've got all your different instruments and they're all making those strange sounds.  But then the conductor walks up and goes -- and everybody in there gets real quiet.  And all of a sudden all of those strange sounds are orchestrated into one of those most harmonious melodies you have ever heard in your entire life.

Now folks that's exactly what I want you to see here tonight.  You can take any one of these dates, put them by itself, and it is a strange sound.  But when you start realizing that the God of history, the conductor of all history, begins to swing that little baton, brother, they start flowing together, and the melody that begins to come from that is the melody that the song rides on of the sovereignty of God.  When you begin to see what the sovereignty of God is.  And that's what we've been trying to do in these last couple of sessions, leading you up in the study of Daniel.  God is in control.  It is God who has orchestrated all of these dates and brought them up to Daniel chapter one, verse one.  

And I kept praying about -- God how in the world am I going to get into this lesson without getting into Daniel yet?  We're really not there yet in the text.  This is what the Lord put on my heart, so let's get started.  All right? 
 931 BC. Write that down.  931 BC.  As far as we can tell that's when Israel, the 12 tribes of Israel, split.  On that date.  It was under Solomon's reign.  Remember the split went to the north and there were ten tribes, and Samaria, of course, was the capital city there, or capital area.  And then in the south was with two tribes and we have Jerusalem.  Of course the southern tribes were called Judah.  And the northern tribes were called Israel, all right?  So we have the ten tribes to the north, we have the two tribes to the south.  That happens in about 931BC.  

Now, I have another date down here that I'm going to come back to in a minute.  But I want you to start seeing how God is in control of all of this.  An incredible thing happened in…

 930BC.  Look in 1 Kings 12.  I want you to see how clearly, of course we've brought this out in every lesson.  How when God says something it happens.  It always happens.  And 1Kings12:25.

Now, Jeroboam was the king now of the northern king tribes.  Jeroboam.  Remember the place that the Jews would go to worship was in Jerusalem.  Now there's a little bit of a problem here.  Because you've got your northern king and your southern king.  What are the northern tribes going to do?  Are they going to come back to Jerusalem to worship?  Well he doesn't want that to happen.  Look what Jeroboam does in 1Kings 12:25.

Then Jeroboam built Shechem in the hill country of Ephraim, and lived there.  And he went out from there and built Penuel.  Jeroboam said in his heart, "Now the kingdom will return to the house of David.  "If this people go up to offer sacrifices in the house of the LORD at Jerusalem, then the heart of this people will return to their lord, even to Rehoboam king of Judah; and they will kill me and return to Rehoboam king of Judah." 

He does not want those people to go south to go back to worship.  

So the king consulted, and made two golden calves, 

Can you believe this guy?  

and he said to them, "It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem; behold your gods, O Israel, that brought you up from the land of Egypt." He set one in Bethel,

Don’t forget that name.  We will see it again before the night is over with. 

 and the other he put in Dan. Now this thing became a sin, for the people went to worship before the one as far as Dan. And he made houses on high places, and made priests from among all the people who were not of the sons of Levi. Jeroboam instituted a feast in the eighth month on the fifteenth day of the month, like the feast which is in Judah, and he went up to the altar; thus he did in Bethel, sacrificing to the calves which he had made And he stationed in Bethel the priests of the high places which he had made. Then he went up to the altar which he had made in Bethel on the fifteenth day in the eighth month, even in the month which he had devised in his own heart;

So important there.

and he instituted a feast for the sons of Israel and went up to the altar to burn incense. 

Now watch what happens.  

Now behold, there came a man of God from Judah to Bethel by the word of the LORD, while Jeroboam was standing by the altar to burn incense. He cried against the altar by the word of the LORD, and said, "O altar, altar, thus says the LORD, Behold, a son shall be born to the house of David, 

Watch the next word.  What is it?  


Josiah 


Circle that thing. Put marks underneath it.  Put arrows to it.  Josiah.  Josiah.  Josiah.  Because it is going to be hundreds of years before this prophesy is fulfilled.

and on you he shall sacrifice the priests of the high places who burn incense on you, and human bones shall be burned on you.'" Then he gave a sign the same day, saying, "This is the sign which the LORD has spoken, 'Behold, the altar shall be split apart and the ashes which are on it shall be poured out.'" Now when the king heard the saying of the man of God, which he cried against the altar in Bethel, Jeroboam stretched out his hand from the altar, saying, "Seize him." But his hand which he stretched out against him dried up, so that he could not draw it back to himself. The altar also was split apart and the ashes were poured out from the altar, according to the sign which the man of God had given by the word of the LORD.   The king said to the man of God, "Please entreat the LORD your God, and pray for me, that my hand may be restored to me” So the man of God entreated the LORD, and the king's hand was restored to him, and it became as it was before. 

Then the king said to the man of God, "Come home with me and refresh yourself, and I will give you a reward." But the man of God said to the king, "If you were to give me half your house I would not go with you, nor would I eat bread or drink water in this place. For so it was commanded me by the word of the LORD, saying, 'You shall eat no bread, nor drink water, nor return by the way which you came.'"

Now that's very, very important.  Jeroboam the king of Israel, and that was in 930 BC.  Let's write that scripture down.  First kings chapter 12, verse 25 through chapter three and about verse six and on, it doesn't matter where you stop there.  Just to get the gist of the story.  Here was a man prophesized that would come and tear down the authors of bethel and his name would be Josiah.  Prophesized way back in 930 BC.  Now let's forget that for a while.  We'll come back to it.

Now, in 722 BC, this is just sort of -- you get your dates together so when you get into Daniel you can kind of be thinking along that way.  
722 BC.  The northern kingdom fell.  Now, we talked about that last week, but just to put it in context for you.  The northern kingdom fell.  Now who did it fall to?  Assyria, right.  And remember last week we talked about that.

So the northern kingdom fell in about 722BC.  Now, the next date I think would be important to lead us into Daniel 1:1 -- and there's many more, I just picked out -- it is …

640 BC.  Now, to find out about that date let's turn to 2 Kings 22:1-2.  Now what's this guy’s name here?  Josiah.  Guess what?  Well, my goodness, you mean down here in 640 BC and it was prophesized way up there?  You better believe it.  But that's not the best part of it yet.  2 Kings 22:1-2, let's see what it says.

2 Kings 22:1-2 Josiah was eight years old when he became king, 

You know, that cracks me up.  Every time I read that I'm thinking, eight years old?  You've got to be kidding me.  Man, I didn't have any brain cells to be dead at that time.  How in the world?  Eight years old when he became king.  Now watch.  

And he reigned thirty-one years in Jerusalem;

31 years from 640 BC is 609 BC.  We'll get to that in a minute.

And his mother's name was Jedidah the daughter of Adaiah of Bozkath.  He did right in the sight of the LORD and walked in all the way of his father David, nor did he turn aside to the right or to the left. 

Now, one of the things we've been talking about is how Israel is such a center of history.  How it is the center of the world, and yet history pivots off of Israel.  You see when they do right, it is amazing what happened.  When they do wrong, it is amazing what happened.  How God would raise up kingdom, after kingdom, after kingdom, only because of the sin of these people.  But this is the best king they could brag about.  Josiah did not turn to the right nor turn to the right, but he honored the Lord.  And boy, I'm telling you, if that isn't a message for you and I in the 20th century.  If we had a people, and a government and those who would turn to the Lord, how God blessed those people because of Josiah.  Now look what happens, verses three down through verse eight.

2 Kings 22:3-11 Now in the eighteenth year 

Now you subtract 18 from 640 is what? 
 622BC.  Eighteenth year.  So here we are, 2 Kings 22:3-8.  Something happened in 622 BC.

eighteenth year of King Josiah, the king sent Shaphan, the son of Azaliah the son of Meshullam the scribe, to the house of the LORD saying, "Go up to Hilkiah the high priest that he may count the money brought in to the house of the LORD which the doorkeepers have gathered from the people. "Let them deliver it into the hand of the workmen who have the oversight of the house of the LORD, and let them give it to the workmen who are in the house of the LORD to repair the damages of the house, to the carpenters and the builders and the masons and for buying timber and hewn stone to repair the house.  "Only no accounting shall be made with them for the money delivered into their hands, for they deal faithfully."  Then Hilkiah the high priest said to Shaphan the scribe, 

Now, watch this.  Oh, watch this. 

"I have found the book of the law in the house of the LORD." 
Now buddy they have found now the book of the law.  They have found the Word of God, the book of the law.

And Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan who read it.

So in 622 BC a discovery was made, they found God’s Word.  They found the book of the law.  Now what happened then?  Look at verse nine.

 Shaphan the scribe came to the king and brought back word to the king and said, "Your servants have emptied out the money that was found in the house, and have delivered it into the hand of the workmen who have the oversight of the house of the LORD." Moreover, Shaphan the scribe told the king saying, "Hilkiah the priest has given me a book." And Shaphan read it in the presence of the king. When the king heard the words of the book of the law, 

He did what?

He tore his clothes. 

That’s a picture of repentance.  That's a picture of extreme guilt.  And just a real strong adherence to what the Word of God is trying to say.  We see a real repentant attitude in Josiah.  This is going to mark something that is going to happen to the children of Judah as a result of his responding properly to the law. Verse 12 says:

2 Kings 22:12 Then the king commanded Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam the son of Shaphan, Achbor the son of Micaiah, Shaphan the scribe, and Asaiah the king's servant saying, "Go, inquire of the LORD for me and the people and all Judah concerning the words of this book that has been found, for great is the wrath of the LORD that burns against us, because our fathers have not listened to the words of this book, to do according to all that is written concerning us." 

You begin to realize how judgments are passed from fathers and children and all down in nations.  You wonder sometimes why we're under the judgments we are in American. And yet you point back to the fathers who have not obeyed the Word of God and how it is passed right on down from generation to generation to generation.  That is what he is beginning to see.  He is in deep repentance, deep remorse.  They've read the law and they've realized how far off center that nation has gotten.  And so verse 14 says:

2 Kings 22:3-14 So Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam, Achbor, Shaphan, and Asaiah went to Huldah the prophetess, the wife of Shallum 

It's interesting.  They had prophetess back in this day.  And this woman they went to her, verse 15:

 She said to them, "Thus says the LORD God of Israel, 'Tell the man who sent you to me, thus says the LORD, "Behold, I bring evil on this place and on its inhabitants, 

You know, let me stop right there.  There are some people who don't like this part about God.  They don't like the judgments of God.  They don't like a holy God.  They don't want to hear -- we had a couple that was in our church one time, and I was preaching on the covenant and they loved it.  Because it was whose you are and who you are in the Lord Jesus Christ, and all that God has done for you and I.  The next book I preached on was the book of Judges.  And, brother, you talk about a change in the direction of the messages.  All of a sudden those people got angry and left our church.  I asked them one day, “Why in the world did you leave?”  They said, “We cannot stand this teaching on obedience, you have missed the whole point of what Christianity is all about.”  People don't like that.  Tell me something that makes me feel good.  

Friend, listen, God is a holy God and we do not sin and get away with it.  Nations do not sin and get away with it.  And if anybody believes that America is not being judged right now, you are absolutely, evidently blind as a bat.  We are reaping what we're sowing every day that we live.  You see, we don't sin and get away with it.  This is the part that they must understand.  So this prophet is telling them:

I bring evil on this place and on its inhabitants, even all the words of the book which the king of Judah has read. "Because they have forsaken Me and have burned incense to other gods that they might provoke Me to anger with all the work of their hands, therefore My wrath burns against this place, and it shall not be quenched."' "But to the king of Judah 

Watch this. 

Who sent you to inquire of the LORD thus shall you say to him, 'Thus says the LORD God of Israel, "Regarding the words which you have heard, because your heart was tender 

Oh, son.  
because your heart was tender and you humbled yourself before the LORD when you heard what I spoke against this place and against its inhabitants that they should become a desolation and a curse, and you have torn your clothes and wept before Me, I truly have heard you," declares the LORD. "Therefore, behold, I will gather you to your fathers, and you will be gathered to your grave in peace, and your eyes will not see all the evil which I will bring on this place."'" So they brought back word to the king. 

Boy, there's so many things in that thing you could take three weeks to work it out.  But did you understand that when the king heard the word he repented and responded properly.  Did that stop the judgment of God?  No.  But what it did do, he didn't have to look upon it.  He didn't have to see all the evil that God was going to bring on those people.  Man, listen.  Consequences to sin are tough.  You and I are free to make our own choices.  We are not free to choose the consequence.  And that's the story of the Old Testament, brother.  They made choices they had to pay for later on.   The mercy of God -- remember when one of the prophets spoke out.  He said God in your wrath remember mercy.  There's your balance.  He brings the judgments, but he always has the mercy to balance that out.  But they had to go through the consequences of sin.

But look over in 2 Kings 23:15.  Old Josiah, buddy, got serious.  He got real serious with the Lord.  Now when he read that law, buddy, he repented and responded properly.  Now look at verse 15:

2 Kings 23:15: Furthermore, the altar that was at Bethel 

Now where did we read that before?  Back in 1 Kings, up here?  The altar at Bethel.  Remember the man of God came to him and said, Buddy, there's going to be a man come to the throne by the name of Josiah.  He's going to come and tear this altar down.”  All right?  Look what it says.  

the altar that was at Bethel and the high place which Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel sin, had made, even that altar and the high place he broke down.  Then he demolished its stones, ground them to dust, and burned the Asherah. 

Which were the female goddesses of that time.  So you see the picture here is God said it was going to happen and it did. And in 2 Kings 23:15 he fulfills what he said he was going to do in 1 Kings 12:25.  You see a time picture here.  930 BC that was prophesized.  Way down here in 622 -- or around that time -- BC is when it finally took place [308 yrs later].  So we begin to see things happening now.  Now Josiah is on the throne.  Josiah is on the throne.

Let's go to 609 BC.  There are three people that you need to understand about 609 BC.  Three people.  First of all, you know that Josiah only ruled for how many years?  Thirty-one.  So obviously he has to be the first one.  Josiah dies.  And the scripture that I want you to see.  It is sort of ironic how he dies.  In 2 Chronicles 35.  (Go to 2 Kings  and turn right).  2 Chronicles 35:20-24.  Pharaoh Neco has come up from Egypt and is going to do battle there at Carchemish and look what happens.  

2 Chronicles 35:20-24 After all this, when Josiah had set the temple in order, Neco king of Egypt came up to make war at Carchemish on the Euphrates, and Josiah went out to engage him. But Neco sent messengers to him, saying, "What have we to do with each other, O King of Judah? I am not coming against you today but against the house with which I am at war, and God has ordered me to hurry. Stop for your own sake from interfering with God who is with me, so that He will not destroy you."  
Isn't it interesting that Josiah had been so obedient to the Lord, so responsive to His word, but in the last day of his life he refuses to listen to this guy and he disobeys.  Verse 22:

However, Josiah would not turn away from him, but disguised himself in order to make war with him; nor did he listen to the words of Neco from the mouth of God, but came to make war on the plain of Megiddo.  The archers shot King Josiah, and the king said to his servants, "Take me away, for I am badly wounded."  So his servants took him out of the chariot and carried him in the second chariot which he had, and brought him to Jerusalem where he died and was buried in the tombs of his fathers.  

Now a second name has to come up in that same year.  Who follows him?  All right.  look in chapter 36:1-3.  We see the son of Josiah whose name is Joahaz.  Now Joahaz is not going to last a long time.
2 Chronicles 36:1-4 Then the people of the land took Joahaz the son of Josiah, and made him king in place of his father in Jerusalem.  Joahaz was twenty-three years old when he became king, and he reigned three months in Jerusalem. Then the king of Egypt deposed him at Jerusalem, 
What he does is take him back to Egypt.

and imposed on the land a fine of one hundred talents of silver and one talent of gold. The king of Egypt made Eliakim 

Watch what he changes his name to.

his brother king over Judah and Jerusalem, and changed his name to Jehoiakim.

Where have you seen Jehoiakim?  Daniel 1:1,  the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim.  I'm trying to bring you up to where we are.  Jehoiakim.  So we see then, and that's in verses four and five, so we see in 609, Josiah dies.  Joahaz comes on the throne for three months, and then Jehoiakim follows him.  

Now let’s go back to  620 BC.  That's when we think that who was born?  Daniel.  Right.  You begin to get an idea of the times that he was born in and what was going on around him.  To me as I begin to put this thing down then it begins to fall into place, some of these things.  Way back here the kingdom splits and on down.  But he was born right in the midst of what kind of -- what was the attitude of the people during that time?  Was it good or bad?  What was it when he was born?  What happened in 622?  They found the law, right?  What did they do when they found it?  Responded to it.  Now, two years later he's born.  Great revival is going on in Judah at that time.  He was born during a time of revival.  And you know the thing that keeps speaking to my heart, when you start reading in chapter one and you go on and start finding how they determined in their heart to obey the Lord and you begin to start seeing the character of these guys, remember when they were born.  They were born during a time when people were honoring God and honoring the word.  Does that tell you something?  That tells me a whole lot folks.  That these were products, to me, of that revival that was going on in Judah.  

You begin to find those three men that were with them, you know, Shadrach, Meshach, and  Abednego, and Daniel, those young men.  The word “young” in scripture when it talks about the young men were taken out, usually refers to somebody in their” teenage years”, so they feel he was about 15-years-old which would make this date very well just be 605 when he was taken out.  So that would be about 15-years-old.  605 BC is Daniel 1:1.  That's when this falls.  605 BC.  That's Daniel 1:1.  What does it say again?  Let's go back.  Daniel 1:1.  It is interesting what it says here because it almost looks like a conflict.  It says in the “what year”?  The third year.  Wait a minute now.  In 609 plus -- or less than, we're going the other way, minus three would be 606.  Is that about, right?  How did we get 605.  I think one of the things you have to understand is the dating systems that they use back in this time.  Look in Jeremiah 46:1-2.  And he's also prophesying about what is going to happen here.  But look what he says.  He says:

Jeremiah 46: 1-2 That which came as the word of the LORD to Jeremiah the prophet concerning the nations.  To Egypt, concerning the army of Pharaoh Neco king of Egypt, which was by the Euphrates River at Carchemish, which Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon defeated 

By the way, isn't it interesting oh, boy, just forget that.  Forget I even said that because I'm going to get on a rabbit I can't chase down.

which Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon defeated in the 

which year?  

fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah.
Now wait a minute.  Which one is, right?  Jeremiah says the fourth year and Daniel says the 3rd year.  But there were two ways of dating at that time.  I've seen all kinds of things on this thing.  One way is that the Babylonians used April to install their kings, and the Hebrews would use October to install their king.  I saw another explanation of this that the Hebrews used both times.  Sometimes they would do it in October, sometimes in April, and if it ever fell in between it depended which one was writing as to which year they put it in.  But all to me say the same thing.  Evidentially Jeremiah used a different way of counting those years than Daniel used, but we believe it was definitely four years to that day that Nebuchadnezzar came in and conquered or seized the city and took out the first group of people.  Now he hadn't destroyed Jerusalem yet.  That comes in our next study as you have your charts and all be sure you pick them up tonight before you go.
But, let's kind of go back over this thing.  When you start seeing it orchestrated together.  Everything that you see on that board has been prophesized.  Every single thing and it all happened exactly the way God said it would happen.  Let's go back over it.  First of all, the Israel split.  And then 930 BC he prophesized there's going to be a man by the name of Josiah who is going to come and tear down the altar at Bethel that Jeroboam has built.  722 BC the northern kingdom fell.  Assyria came in.  Remember Jonah, the prophet from way back yonder, and how he didn't want to go to Nineveh because he knew that the Assyrians were going to take over the children of Israel, and all the different prophets had prophesized all of this was under prophecy.  And then in 640 BC, finally Josiah, the one prophesized back here, comes on the throne.  

And then in 622 they find the law.  And it is so incredible to me how God protected the people during the reign of Josiah because he honored the Word of God.  That is just the biblical principle all the way through.  You wonder why some nations fall and some nations are raised up.  If you can track it back to where they are in the Lord I guarantee you, you can find the answer.  And then in 620 Daniel was born, right in the middle of the heat of the revival.  609 finally Josiah dies and you see that Daniel had to live during the time of Josiah because this guy was only there three months, and it was in the fourth year of this guys reign.  So Daniel had to be born during this time.  Finally in 605 BC we get to Daniel chapter one and verse one.  Let's read the first six verses kind of give us what is happening at that point.

Daniel 1:1-6 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it.  The Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, along with some of the vessels of the house of God; and he brought them to the land of Shinar, 

That's the same thing as Babylon.

to the house of his god, and he brought the vessels into the treasury of his god.  

Those vessels come back up later on, don't they?  as you read through Daniel.  That's very important.

Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, the chief of his officials, to bring in some of the sons of Israel, including some of the royal family and of the nobles, youths in whom was no defect, who were good-looking, 

Boy, they wouldn’t have picked me.

showing intelligence in every branch of wisdom, endowed with understanding and discerning knowledge, and who had ability for serving in the king's court; and he ordered him to teach them the literature and language of the Chaldeans.  The king appointed for them a daily ration 

And it goes on.  Of course and his friends in verse six.

Now among them from the sons of Judah were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah.

That's going to be Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.  That leads us up to Daniel 1:1.  This is basically what happened up until that time.  Jehoiakim is the king.  The Bible tells us he reigned 11 years on the throne.  Even though they were under siege, he still remained as king during that period of time.  Now of course I don't want to get you any further because that's what you're studying for next time.  We are really border lining on overlapping what you're going to be studying for next week.

Maybe some of these dates -- that's what I kept thinking today -- maybe some of these dates will begin to make sense to you in your minds.  When I went through that thing -- good, any of you had any confusion in this at all?  Will you please raise your hand?  Am I the only one?  That's the only reason I did that tonight.  I would much rather talk about a good story and make everyone want to go to Africa as a missionary, but sometimes you just have to wade through the tall grass.  I think these dates will kind of help you give you a guideline now as you get into the book and you can begin to measure -- it will talk about so many years and that kind of thing -- measure it basically off of the timeline that we tried to give tonight.  Maybe that will help you.

Boy, I could almost shut my eyes.  I worked on this thing for so long.  Boy, I got so confused on some of this stuff.  And why in the world did he only take a few of them back?  And then I learned that when Nebuchadnezzar had come in he actually really wasn't king.  His father was and he died as he came over.  So he had to skedaddle back to his country to take kingship because if he hadn't someone else would have gotten it and he didn't get to take as many people as he wanted to.  That's why he took the first group with him, you see.  He gets back and finally you see three sieges and that's in our next week study how he takes first of all, Daniel and some of his -- the young ones.  And the next siege they take Ezekiel and 10,000.  The next siege they destroy the city and take all of them out of it.  So, it happens in three sequences, but this is Daniel 1:1.  Up to this point I feel real good.  Verse two I'm shaky.  Give me a week.  See what we can come up with.

Okay.  Remember the conductor.  You know, some people just don't like good music.  And when they get into dates and stuff like that they just don't like it.  I tell you what folks if you're going to understand the music you have to go down to the nitty-gritty of some of the things that have to fit together to make the harmony that you're looking for.  That's what we're looking for right now.  Get these dates in your mind and then when we go through it you can begin to figure out some of the other dates.  Remember, 605, how many years were they in captivity?  800?  No, how many?  Seventy.  You begin to start figuring when that was, and maybe it will help you in some way.  Well, thanks for coming tonight.  We're about to get real excited because we're about to get into the text.  Finally.  And we'll be deeply appreciative.  Okay.  Let's bow our heads for a word of prayer.

Father, we just thank You so much that as we come to the word it is understandable and that, Lord, there's so much more than what we've said tonight.  But I pray, Father, You'd give us ready understanding.  I pray, Father, for the one who is in this course tonight that doesn't know a whole lot about prophecy and doesn't know a whole lot about Bible history that, Father, they would not be frustrated to where they would drop out.  Help them, Father, to realize that these are all important things that we need to know and, Lord, we're trying to sift through and only pick the important things.  And I pray, Father, that You would encourage their hearts because as we get into the text it will just literally speak for itself.  Lord, we praise You and we thank You for God the Holy Spirit that is going to help us get through this course and to understand what You have for us to understand.  Thank You, Father, for the times that we don't have to do our homework, that we will  choose to do it.  Because, Lord, every time we make the right choice there's always a blessing hidden behind that choice.  Lord, keep us diligent, keep us consistent and persistent as we pursue this in this next week.  We love You and we praise You. 

In Jesus name amen.

	605/606 BC
	Judah’s nobles taken captive by Nebuchadnezzar

	609 BC
	Josiah Dies. Replaced by Joahaz (3 mos), then Jehoiakim

	620 BC
	Birth of Daniel 

	622 BC
	Book of Law discovered in House of LORD!  Revival during reign of Josiah. 
                                                                              Burns the false altar in Bethel (prophesied in 930 BC!)

	640 BC
	Josiah becomes King of Judah

	722 BC
	Northern Kingdom taken into captivity by Assyria

	930 BC
	Jereboam (Northern Tribes: No Temple) builds 2 altars of false worship (golden calves)
                                                                         Prophecy: one named “Josiah” will come & burn this altar!

	931 BC
	12 Tribes Split: North (Israel) & South (Judah)


