Daniel – Part I 

Lesson 2
Living Out A Biblical Worldview
Allegiance To The King
In the year 2005, a group of linguists got together and they decided that the word for 2005, the most important word for that year was “truthiness.” That is an interesting word. They defined it as “the quality of stating concepts one wishes, or believes, to be true, rather than the facts.” Is that not an interesting definition? Truthiness is what you wish or believe to be true, but it is not the facts. If it is not the facts, we have to stop and think, “How could it be true?” 
Michael Adams, who was a professor at North Carolina State University and specializes in lexicology said, “Truthiness means truthy, not facty.” As a matter of fact, he said, “The national argument right now is 1) who’s got the truth, and 2) who’s got the facts?” Kay thought they were synonymous. He said this, “Until we can manage to get the two of them back together, again, we’re mot going to make much progress. We’ve got to get truth and the facts back together, again.” This is what our study is doing. 
The book of Daniel puts truth and facts together, where they belong because, in fact, there is no truth if the facts are not in accordance with truth. If they are not in accordance with the truth, they are not facts. Daniel gives us facts that take us from the time of Babylon, all the way to the coming of the Lord. He gives us facts, he gives us details. The facts are so incredibly detailed that people, when they open the book of Daniel, many times if they do not know the Word of God, if they do not hold the value that we hold of the Word of God, of the fact that it is the Word of\ God, that it is God-breathed, that holy men of God spoke, as they were moved by the Holy Spirit, if they do not hold that, this is what they say about Daniel: Daniel could not have been written before the facts. It is too accurate. It is too absolutely detailed and therefore it could not have been written before the facts. It had to be written after these things happened and people sat down and they wrote this book so that it would give us the details of truth. That is not the detail. That is not the tale; the tale is that God moved, and Daniel sat down and wrote. What we have are all the correct facts; we have, in our hands, absolute truth. 
Daniel falls into two segments
The first segment covers chapters 1-6, which gives us facts through history, facts of events that happened. What we see in Daniel 7-12 is an account of prophetic visions and dreams. As we look at the book of Daniel, one message keeps coming to the top: God rules over all—the message of the sovereignty of God comes out in the book of Daniel so clearly. As we look at the fact that that He rules over all, we see, lived out in flesh and blood, is a man who believes that and lives accordingly, who lives in the utmost confidence that God is God; that He is the Sovereign Ruler of all the universe, and his allegiance is to the King. 
God’s message for us, today, in just a phrase, is allegiance to the King. Kay wants us to remember that phrase when we finish this overview of Daniel. We need to write it down, put it in our car, put it on the refrigerator and on the bathroom mirror, that our allegiance is to the King, the Sovereign god Who rules over all.
Psalm 103:19b   19b His sovereignty rules over all.
This is what we are going to see spelled out and lived out in Daniel. 

The book of Daniel opens up with the fact that the southern kingdom of Judea, and we are going to study this in greater detail, has been taken into captivity just as God said. If we are going to live in allegiance to the King, we are going to have to live just a God says.  As they are taken into captivity, and they were told that this was what would happen if they did not believe what God said. Kay asserts that if she was really going to believe, she would obey. If we are really going to believe that God is Sovereign, then it would change the way we live. If we really believe that He is the Supreme Ruler of the universe and that He is going to judge us, according to the way that we live, in the light of that we are going to bow the knee and say, “Allegiance to the King.” We are going to live in that framework. 

This is what we see happening. Here they are taken into captivity and disgrace, overpowered, the people of God, the nation of God that has been overpowered by the other nation. What do they need to hear? What do they need to know? What do they need to remember? Gods Sovereignty rules over all. Therefore, “Allegiance to the King.” 
As we go through the first six chapters, which is an historical account of actual events that happened, what Kay wants to do is take the last portion of the book and slot them in to where it happens, because Daniel is very careful to give us dates, to tell us who is ruling, and what year this is happening, the year of that person’s rule. 

Daniel 1 - Welcome To Babylon
Chapter 1 introduces us to four Jewish men. Out of these four, one is going to be predominant: Daniel. We have them being taken into captivity and groomed to serve an earthly king. But our theme is “Allegiance to the King of Kings.” Allegiance to our King, not an earthly king. We are gong to see how to live in this kind of atmosphere, as God’s representative.
Daniel 2 – Nebuchadnezzar dreams of a statue
Then, in chapter 2, Nebuchadnezzar, the king, has a dream of a statue, and that dream is so significant because when we get to the end of that dream, in Daniel 2:44, it says
Daniel 2:44a   44a "In the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which will never be destroyed,…”
God has just told them when He is going to set up His kingdom. We are going to study that, and by the time we end Daniel, we are going to understand details, facts of what is going to happen, just before He sets up His kingdom. We are going to know and be able to stand firm, take action, and be able to live like Daniel. 
Daniel 2:44b   44b "and that kingdom will not be left for another people; it will crush and put an end to all these kingdoms, but it will itself endure forever.”
 We are going to see God’s kingdom that is going to crush every other kingdom. If that is true, Kay asks, how do we live today? Do we live for the kingdom under which we are living for the power, the rule and the authority, and let that supersede the allegiance to the King? If we do, what a fool we are. We have not lived according to truth, ignored the facts of truth. It is not “truthiness,” it is not what we wish or believe; it is reality, and anything that does not fit within that, is temporal or unreal.
Daniel 3 – A fiery furnace
In chapter 3 we have fiery furnace and we have three men from Daniel 1 that have been mentioned to us, in that fiery furnace. But, all of a sudden, there is a fourth. Why were they in the fiery furnace? Because their allegiance was to a different kingdom, and a different King.

Daniel 4 – A king that needed to understand that there was a Sovereign Ruler of the universe
Chapter 4 tells of a king that did not give allegiance to the King. It is about a king that needed to understand that there was a sovereign ruler of the universe. He comes to his senses and stands on his feet, like a man, and this is what he says:
Daniel 4:34a   34a "But at the end of that period, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven and my reason returned to me, and I blessed the Most High and praised and honored Him who lives forever; For His dominion is an everlasting dominion, And His kingdom endures from generation to generation.”
What we need to do, in light of the fact that we know that God is sovereign, and our allegiance is to the King, we want to get out into the world and show them that there is no such thing as “truthiness.” There is truth. Nebuchadnezzar came to his senses. His reason returned to him.
Daniel 4:34b-35a   34b "I blessed the Most High and praised and honored Him who lives forever; For His dominion is an everlasting dominion, And His kingdom endures from generation to generation. 35 "All the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, But He does according to His will in the host of heaven And among the inhabitants of earth;”
 If anything summarizes the book of Daniel, it is those truths that he does according to His Will. We are going to see it in Daniel, among “the host of heaven And among the inhabitants of earth.” We are going to see and understand it, and say, “Allegiance to the King! Glory to the King! Allegiance to the Lamb!” We are going to say it because we understand it. 
In chapter 5 we have the handwriting on the wall.  We know, from studying Daniel, that in the first year of Belshazzar’s dream, Daniel had a vision. We know, in chapter 5, in the handwriting on the wall, we know that a king by the name of Belshazzar dies, and it is the demise of the kingdom of Babylon, for a while. 

If, when we get to Daniel 7 and we are in the vision and dream portion of Daniel, then what we know and realize is that if Daniel had this vision and dream in the first year of Belshazzar, that dream had to happen before Belshazzar’s demise. So it had to happen between chapter 4 [when Nebuchadnezzar is living and ruling] and chapter 5 [when Belshazzar is dying]. So we know that Daniel 7 has to happen in between.
In Daniel 8

Daniel 8:1  1 In the third year of the reign of Belshazzar the king a vision appeared to me, Daniel, subsequent to the one which appeared to me previously.
In chapter 5, we know he is going to die; in chapter 4, Nebuchadnezzar is ruling; so when we get to chapter 8, we will slot it between chapters 4 and 5, and after the first year of Belshazzar and the vision of chapter 7, so Daniel 8 comes next. Here we have chapters 1 through 6, an historical layout of the book. In between chapters 4 and 5, we have Daniel 7 and Daniel 8, the vision. We know that because we know the King; we have the layout of the book. We know what is happening.
Daniel 5 - The handwriting on the wall; The death of Belshazzar; The demise of Babylon
In chapter 5 we see the handwriting on the wall, the death of Belshazzar and the demise of Babylon as the world power. 
Daniel 6 – Daniel in the lions’ den 
Daniel 6 is the final chapter of the historical portion, the chronological, historical facts of what happened from Daniel 1 through 6. In chapter 6 we have Daniel in the lions’ den. When Kay was growing up, her grandparents had, in their home, a beautiful, old picture of Daniel, who is standing there and looking up at this shaft of light, his back is to the lion, and his eyes are to the light, standing there in great tranquility as the lions are around him, but not touching him. He is able to stand that way because his allegiance is to the King and because he understands that God’s sovereignty rules over all. Kay asserts that we are going to be able to have that tranquility that the picture portrays because we are going to understand that God’s sovereignty rules over all, and we are going to be able to say, “Allegiance to the King,” even if it lands us in a lions’ den. 
But, now we know that we still have Daniel 7 through 12.  We have six chapters, six specific events that we are going to study separately. But, then we come to chapters 7 through 12 and we have visions. Daniel has four visions. It looks like five, unless we observe the text carefully. We know that he had the vision of Daniel 7 in the first year of Belshazzar, who was a Babylonian king. We know that he had the second one in the third year of Belshazzar. The third vision is found in Daniel 9.
Daniel 9 – The vision of the 70 weeks of Daniel
 In Daniel 9 we have a vision that is given in 
   Daniel 9:1  1 In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of Median descent, who was made king over the kingdom of the Chaldeans--
In chapter 5 we have the handwriting on the wall and we switch kingdoms because in chapter 6, king Darius has put Daniel into the lions’ den. So, in Daniel 9 we have a vision in the first year of Darius. So, right after chapter 6, we have Daniel 9, the vision of the first year of Darius.
Daniel 10- 12 – The fourth vision
Daniel 10:1a  1a In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia
This was a Medo-Persian empire. The Medes and the Persians had come together and had made an alliance. 
Daniel 10:1  1a In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia a message was revealed to Daniel

Then, we have Daniel 10 and that message goes from Daniel 10 all the way through Daniel 12.
We have, in Daniel, six historical events and four visions. And that is the book of Daniel. It is true and gives us the facts. This is where we can see and understand what is going to pass. Verse 14 is the vision. This final vision is described this way.
Daniel 10:14  14 "Now I have come to give you an understanding of what will happen to your people in the latter days, for the vision pertains to the days yet future."
Daniel 9 is the seventy weeks; Daniel 8 is about Greece and the Medo-Persian Empire. Daniel 7 is about the four beasts. This vision in Daniel 10-12h is about what will happen to your people in the latter days. In Daniel 10:14, what is going to happen in the latter days.

Daniel 12:11-12  11 "From the time that the regular sacrifice is abolished and the abomination of desolation is set up, there will be 1,290 days.  12 "How blessed is he who keeps waiting and attains to the 1,335 days!”
[Referring to the number of days, Kay asks,] “Are those facts? Yes. Are those true? Yes.” He tells us that after “the abomination is ser up of desolation is set up,” how many days there will be, and "How blessed [will be the one] who [endures for] 1,335 days!” God has given us facts and details. What we need to understand, as we look at them, is He has given us truth. He has told us, beforehand, what is going to come to pass. He can do that because His sovereignty rules over all. It rules over the host of heaven. It is an angel in Daniel that is explaining this vision and it is among the inhabitants of the earth, and this is what will happen on earth. 
As we look at that, Kay wants us to see that the kingdom of God is the hope of all mankind. It is the hope of man, individually, but it is the hope of all mankind. But, if we are going to participate in this kingdom, then it has to be “Allegiance to the King.”

Kay takes us back in the Old Testament to look at this kingdom. Kay wants us to see and understand that it is allegiance to the King. The fact, the truth of the matter is that there is one Sovereign Ruler of the universe. God is all about bringing His kingdom, His rule, on earth. When Adam and Eve started in the garden, God gave man dominion over the earth. Man whom he had created in His Image
Genesis 1:26   26 Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth."
. He said, “Let them rule over all the earth.” Everything was to be subject to man. That is what God did and that is how God laid it out. But man listened to a serpent, believed a lie and man took of the forbidden fruit. 

Genesis 3:6-7   6 When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make one wise, she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her husband with her, and he ate.  7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loin coverings.
When he took of the tree of knowledge of good and evil and ate of the fruit of the tree, sin entered into the world. The serpent, who had come into the garden, now, because of man’s sin, ruled over man.
Ephesians 2:2   2 in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.
He became the prince of this world, the prince of the power of the air. 
He became the spirit that works in the sons of disobedience. The whole world, I John 5, in the very last verses as he brings that epistle to an end, telling us about how we can know we have eternal life. He says

I John 5:19   19 We know that we are of God, and that the whole world lies in the power of the evil one.

Kay asks, “And yet, what’s the fact, and what’s the truth?” the fact and the truth (which are the same) is this: that God’s sovereignty rules over all.  A kingdom is coming. [Kay wants us to see that in Genesis 3,] it is the first promise of a messiah. A messiah is the promised one, the anointed one. It is a promise of a deliverer from the power of the evil one. In Genesis 3:15, as God turns and He directs His words to the serpent who enticed Adam and Eve to sin through his lie.
Genesis 3:14-15a  14 The LORD God said to the serpent, "Because you have done this, Cursed are you more than all cattle, And more than every beast of the field; On your belly you will go, And dust you will eat All the days of your life; 15 And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her seed;”
So He says there is going to be enmity between the serpent and the woman, between the serpent’s seed and the woman’s seed. But, then He makes a promise, and the promise is this
Genesis 3:15b  1b5 “He shall bruise you on the head, And you shall bruise him on the heel."
Crucifixion is the only death that bruises the heel. Here is a prophecy about One Whom the seed of the serpent will bruise His heel. But, Jesus will bruise the head of the serpent. What we will see, all the way, as we go through the Word of God, and we get to Revelation, we see the final demise of the serpent. The final demise, in Revelation 20 and Revelation 12:9 tells us that the serpent is the devil. 
Revelation 12:9   9 And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.
He is Satan. He is the one that deceives. So, in Genesis 3 we have a prophecy that there will be enmity between the woman and the serpent, between the woman’s seed and the serpent’s seed; that the woman’s seed will defeat and bruise the head of the enemy, although Satan will bruise His heel. That is the promise that we have, the promise is of an ultimate triumph. A bruise on the heel is nothing compared to a bruise on the head. The heel is temporal. The head is mortal. What we have is the promise of a messiah.
In Genesis 12, God calls a man named Abram out of Ur of the Chaldees and He makes a promise to Abram. When He makes this promise to Abram, this is what He says,
 Genesis 12:2-3  2 “And I will make you a great nation, And I will bless you, And make your name great; And so you shall be a blessing;  3 And I will bless those who bless you, And the one who curses you I will curse. And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed."
If we follow this prophecy all the way through and this covenant promise, we would know that  we went from Abraham to Isaac, one of his sons, and one of Isaac’s sons, who is Jacob, and Jacob’s name was changes to Israel. And he became the father of the twelve tribes of Israel, the father of a great nation. But, then we would find from Jacob would come Judah. And from Judah, would come Shiloh, or would come Messiah. From, and through, Messiah, all the families of the earth could be blessed. This is what we see, all the way through here. If we go to Genesis 49, Jacob/Israel is getting ready to die. He summons his sons and pronounces prophetic blessings on them. To Judah he says
Genesis 49:8-10   8 "Judah, your brothers shall praise you; Your hand shall be on the neck of your enemies; Your father's sons shall bow down to you.  9 "Judah is a lion's whelp; From the prey, my son, you have gone up. He couches, he lies down as a lion, And as a lion, who dares rouse him up?  10 "The scepter shall not depart from Judah, Nor the ruler's staff from between his feet, Until Shiloh comes, And to him shall be the obedience of the peoples.”
What we have is a seedbed of the truth of the coming of Messiah, of the King, Who will have to come through Judah; through Messiah, all the families of the earth will be blessed. 

Then we go to II Samuel 7 and we have David wanting to build a house for God. But, God says, “No. But I am going to build a house for you.” This is what he says to David:

II Samuel 7:12-13  12 "When your days are complete and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your descendant after you, who will come forth from you, and I will establish his kingdom.  13 "He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.”
It is a fact! If it is a fact and it is in the Word of God, then it is true because His Word is true. We see, from this promise, that David is going to have One to rule over his throne forever. We saw in Daniel how the King is going to rule forever. Therefore, the Messiah must come from David because David is of the house of Judah.

All of us who have been studying the Old Testament can begin to see the benefits of it all, how it all weaves together, and how we are building our understanding.

In Psalm 2, written by David, it talks about the triumph of the King, the triumph of God
Psalm 2:2-3   2 The kings of the earth take their stand And the rulers take counsel together Against the LORD and against His Anointed, saying,  3 "Let us tear their fetters apart And cast away their cords from us!"
This is what is happening in the United States of America! “Go back into your hole, Christian. Get back into your churches. Shut the doors. We don’t want you out here impacting society. We don’t want absolutes. We want truthiness, not facts. Just give us truthiness. This is what we want. We want to appoint the judges and everyone that have no convictions that have anything to do with the Word of God. Cast those fetters from us!” But, watch what it says.
Psalm 2:4-6  4 He who sits in the heavens laughs, The LORD scoffs at them.  5 Then He will speak to them in His anger And terrify them in His fury, saying,  6 "But as for Me, I have installed My King Upon Zion, My holy mountain."
 “Allegiance to the King! The Lord is coming! The kingdom is coming! Allegiance to the King!” God is going to install His King and He can because He is sovereign. 
Obadiah 1:21   21 The deliverers will ascend Mount Zion to judge the mountain of Esau, And the kingdom will be the LORD'S.
In verse 21 we see the kingdom is coming and He pronounces it to the foreign powers. We go from II Samuel to Psalms 2. Then we go to Obadiah, who comes before Daniel where we see the promises in Daniel 2 and Daniel 7. Then, after Daniel, we come to Haggai, who is going to tell us about the kingdom. Then we come to Zechariah.
Zechariah 14:9   9 And the LORD will be king over all the earth; in that day the LORD will be the only one, and His Name the only one. 
Haggai 2:20-22  20 Then the word of the LORD came a second time to Haggai on the twenty-fourth day of the month, saying,  21 "Speak to Zerubbabel governor of Judah, saying, 'I am going to shake the heavens and the earth.  22 'I will overthrow the thrones of kingdoms and destroy the power of the kingdoms of the nations; and I will overthrow the chariots and their riders, and the horses and their riders will go down, everyone by the sword of another.'”
So, what a fool we are if we do not bow the knee and say, “Allegiance to the King! Allegiance to the King!” Now watch. All of this is Daniel. It is going to give us this broad view of how this comes to pass, how all these Scriptures are fulfilled. Daniel brings us to the rule of the Son of Man. And all the way through the book of Matthew we hear Him referred to as the Son of Man.

We come to the very first Gospel and watch what happens.
Matthew 1:1a  1a The record of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of Abraham:
The Christ, the promised One, the Anointed One. Christ is the same as Messiah.

Matthew 1:1b  1b the son of David, the son of Abraham:
Jesus is described as the Messiah. Going back to Genesis 3:15, which is the first promise of the Messiah. This is the way God opens His New Testament. This is what He presents to us. “Allegiance to the King!” Who is the King? 
Matthew 1:6   6 Jesse was the father of David the king. David was the father of Solomon by Bathsheba who had been the wife of Uriah.
He has to show us that Jesus belongs to David because of the Davidic Covenant. The covenant God makes with David that he will never lack a descendant who will sit on his throne, and he will sit on his throne forever. Who is that? It is Jesus. 
Now we come to verse 11.
Matthew 1:11   11 Josiah became the father of Jeconiah and his brothers, at the time of the deportation to Babylon.
There we have Daniel, who was living during that time and it is all in the genealogy of Jesus. 
Matthew 1:23   23 "BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH CHILD AND SHALL BEAR A SON, AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL," which translated means, "GOD WITH US."
“Allegiance to the King! Allegiance to the Lamb!” because He is the Lamb of God.
Matthew 2:1-2a  1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying,  2 "Where is He who has been born King of the Jews?"
We understand it and come all the way back to David. King of the Jews. “Where is [the One that] has been born king of the Jews?” “Allegiance to the King!”
Matthew 2: 5-6a  5 They said to him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for this is what has been written by the prophet:  6a 'AND YOU, BETHLEHEM, LAND OF JUDAH'"
“LAND OF JUDAH.” We studied this in Micah. He is quoting Micah.
Matthew 2: 6b 6b “'YOU . . . ARE BY NO MEANS LEAST AMONG THE LEADERS OF JUDAH; FOR OUT OF YOU SHALL COME FORTH A RULER WHO WILL SHEPHERD MY PEOPLE ISRAEL.'"
“Allegiance to the King!” As we move through and come into chapter 3, we find John the Baptist, prophesied in Malachi as the forerunner of the Messiah. 
Malachi 3:1 1 Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts.
John the Baptist’s message?
Matthew 3:2   2 and saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!"
We know that He will not rule on the face of this earth until He establishes His kingdom and is forever, and all other kingdoms will be put in the dust. But, it is at hand! The King is here! We are getting a preview. The King has to come and the King has to be the Lamb before He can reign. He has to be the sacrifice before He can be the Sovereign Ruler. So, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!” 
We hear the message and say, “Allegiance to the King!” Then we come to chapter 4.
Matthew 4:17  17 From that time Jesus began to preach and to say, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand."
He, too, calls them to allegiance to the Lamb, allegiance to the King.
Matthew 4:23   23 And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease among the people.
The Gospel is the Good News of the kingdom, of the fact that we, through the Seed, might become part of the family of God, and live and reign forever and ever. He shall reign forever and ever. What are we to say? “Allegiance to the Lamb!” We are going to see exactly what happens and get the facts. We are going to be “facty” and “truthy” because the two go together. We are going to see and understand it. 
Matthew 5:3  3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”
Matthew 5:10   10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”
Matthew 5:20   20 "For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.”
There must be allegiance! If there is allegiance to the King, there is allegiance to righteousness. 

Then we come to chapter 6 and they say, “Teach us to pray.” He says, “When you pray, pray in this way.”
Matthew 6:9-15  9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.  10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.  11 Give us this day our daily bread.  12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.  14 For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you:  15 But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.  
“Thy will be done.” “Allegiance to the King!”

Then, in Matthew 6:33, He tells us what to do.

Matthew 6:33   33 "But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.”
This is what we see in Daniel’s life. Then Jesus warns them in Matthew 7:21.
Matthew 7:21   21 "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter.
If we do His Will, it is because we said, “Allegiance to the Lamb! Allegiance to the King!”

This is what we see as we move through. But, then we come to the parables of the kingdom in chapter 13. Interesting parables.  Over and over again He talks about “the kingdom of heaven is like . . . the kingdom of heaven may be compared to . . . .” And what He tells us in this awesome chapter is that the mystery of the kingdom of heaven, knowing those mysteries is not granted to everyone. It is granted to those who have hearts of good soil, who hear the Word, recognize it as the Word, receive the Word and live according to the Word. It is for those that bear fruit. 
Kay commends us for being in the class, for studying, for taking a course that is going to require a lot from us, but will give us far more than we ever put into this course. We are going to know truth for ourselves.

As He gives this parable, He tells the parable of the wheat and the tares. 

Matthew 13:37-38a  37 And He said, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man,  38a and the field is the world; 
He has told this story, but it is described for us in verses 24-26, and it talks about the kingdom of heaven.
Matthew 13:24-26   24 Jesus presented another parable to them, saying, "The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field.  25 "But while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went away.  26 "But when the wheat sprouted and bore grain, then the tares became evident also.”
There is a weed, a tare, that is like wheat and it often wraps itself around the root of the wheat and grows up so close to it that we cannot tell which is wheat and which is tare, until they bear fruit. The minute we see the fruit, we can tell which is the tare and which is the wheat.
Matthew 13:27-30   27 "The slaves of the landowner came and said to him, 'Sir, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have tares?'  28 "And he said to them, 'An enemy has done this!' The slaves said to him, 'Do you want us, then, to go and gather them up?'  29 "But he said, 'No; for while you are gathering up the tares, you may uproot the wheat with them.  30 'Allow both to grow together until the harvest; and in the time of the harvest I will say to the reapers, "First gather up the tares and bind them in bundles to burn them up; but gather the wheat into my barn."'"
The end of Daniel talks about the resurrection; some unto life and some unto death. Then he explains the parable.
Matthew 13:37-39  37 And He said, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man,  38 and the field is the world; and as for the good seed, these are the sons of the kingdom; and the tares are the sons of the evil one;  39 and the enemy who sowed them is the devil, and the harvest is the end of the age; and the reapers are angels.”
What are the tares? “‘The tares are the sons of the evil one.’” Is there a connection [between the parable and Genesis 3:15]? We will have to think about that. 
Matthew 13:39  39 and the enemy who sowed them is the devil, and the harvest is the end of the age; and the reapers are angels.
The book of Daniel will take us to the end of the age. We will see the end of the age mentioned in Daniel.
Matthew 13:39-43  39 and the enemy who sowed them is the devil, and the harvest is the end of the age; and the reapers are angels.  40 "So just as the tares are gathered up and burned with fire, so shall it be at the end of the age.  41 "The Son of Man will send forth His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all stumbling blocks, and those who commit lawlessness,  42 and will throw them into the furnace of fire; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  43 "Then THE RIGHTEOUS WILL SHINE FORTH AS THE SUN in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.”
The Son of Man is how he is described in Daniel 7. If we have ears, we will say, “Allegiance to the King! Allegiance to the Lamb! Allegiance to the Son of Man!” Daniel tells us
Daniel 7:13-14  13 "I kept looking in the night visions, And behold, with the clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man was coming, And He came up to the Ancient of Days And was presented before Him.  14 "And to Him was given dominion, Glory and a kingdom, that all the peoples, nations and men of every language Might serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion which will not pass away; and His kingdom is one which will not be destroyed.”
It is truth. It is fact. The Sovereign Ruler rules over all and His kingdom is at hand, and the King is coming. We need to say, “Allegiance to the King! Allegiance to the Lamb!” If we will not say it, then Kay warns us that we are believing a lie. We are grabbing “truthiness;” what we want, what we wish, but beloved, it is not true. His Word is true.
John 17:17b  17b Your word is truth.
If we do not say, “Allegiance to the Lamb,” we will never see the kingdom of God. We will never enter in.
Submitted by Carrie Johnson
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