Daniel – Part I 

Lesson 3

LIVING OUT A BIBLICAL WORLDVIEW

Will You Please Make Up Your Mind?
Will you please make up your mind?  Now, Daniel chapter one, that's what we're going to talk about tonight.  Will you please make up your mind?  I've heard my mother many, many times as I was growing up say those kinds of things to me:  Will you please make up your mind?  
I have a wax figure in my study at home, not at the church, but in my study at home.  It is a weird looking  bird.  It is the dumbest looking bird I think I've ever seen.  I named him a mugwump.  Now a mugwump is a bird that sits on the fence with his mug on one side and his wump on the other.  And he can't make up his mind which side he's going to get on get on.  And one of the things we're going to see tonight is a group of men, four of them actually, teenagers, young men that have made up their mind not to defile themselves, but to honor God.  

If you're a believer here tonight and you're miserable, there's only one reason you're miserable.  That is you're somehow wavering and you haven't predetermined, you haven't made up your mind that you're going to honor God.  In Colossians it says set your mind on things above.  The idea is the same.  To pre-fix, to set something so the course is established, now stay in line with the decisions that you've made.  
Now, key verse we're going to key off of is verse eight, chapter one.  
Daniel 1:8 But Daniel made up his mind that he would not defile himself 

That's what we want to think about as we're looking at this.  But first of all, let's go back and get the setting.  Let's just stay with it now.  Last week we brought you up to chapter one, verse one.  605 BC.  Nebuchadnezzar comes with all of his Babylonian army and he sieges Jerusalem.  Now, the charts you got last week, that's the first siege of Jerusalem.  That is not when Jerusalem was destroyed.  That’s not when Ezekiel and the 10,000 were taken out.  That's when he takes the vessels out of the temple and he takes all of the young men that are there, not all of them, but they select certain young men to take back into Babylonia so they can serve in his courts.  
It is interesting that that was prophesized in 2 Kings 20:13-18.  We read that several weeks ago as we were seeing God orders prophecy in scripture.  It was already prophesized.  Isaiah came to Hezekiah and he said, “Listen, there's going to be a time in your life, or a time coming in the history, not your life, but in Judah's life that the enemy is going to come in, take everything that you have, all you consider worthy, and take it back into Babylonia.”  And it also says your sons will suffer at your hand.  So it was a prophecy being fulfilled right here in verse one of chapter one.  
Now in verses three through four, we begin to see a little bit about the youths that Nebuchadnezzar wants to take back into the land.  Remember now, he is basically speaking of teenagers.  The best I can find is 14 to 17, but at least they're teenagers.  That's all we know for sure.  We think Daniel was about 15-years-old at that particular time.  But there are two things that grab my attention.  First of all, they had to be of upper class society.  In other words they were of the royal family, look at verse three:

Daniel 1:3 Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, the chief of his officials, to bring in some of the sons of Israel, 
The word Israel now, is the theocratic name for all of Israel.  Even though we're dealing with Judah, many times Israel was used.

including some of the royal family and of the nobles
Now the nobles were a class just underneath the royal family.  So it seemed to be they were looking for the upper class youths.  Those teenagers that were a little better living style than others.  Now I don't know what their thinking was behind that.  I don't understand all their culture of that day.  But the second thing we see in this is three conditions.  Three prerequisites.  It appears to me that the choice was made before they got to Babylonia as to who these youths were.  Probably in Jerusalem and they brought them into the country.  
1. First of all, in the physical make up, it says in verse four:

youths in whom was no defect, who were good-looking
As we said last week, probably none of us guys would have qualified.  But the word defect there has to do with physical defect.  In other words good, healthy specimens of young people.  
2. And then secondly there was a mental qualification.  He says:

showing intelligence in every branch of wisdom, endowed with understanding and discerning knowledge,

They had to be sharp.  Not only were they good looking and healthy, but they had to be sharp.  I mean, being able to pick up on things.  They had to learn the whole Babylonian culture.  They had to learn the language.  So they had to be sharp and quick and able to understand.  
3. But then thirdly it had to do with their personality.  The Hebrew in this phrase has to do personality.  It says:

and who had ability for serving in the king's court; 

Now there are certain kinds of personalities that would fit what he was looking for to serve in the king’s court.  There were others who would not fit.  So they had to have a certain personality that would adapt itself to serving in the king’s court and in order to teach them in literature and the language of the Chaldean. So we see then some of the basic qualifications and here is this first siege.  He's taking these youths out, they're teenagers and they have to be qualified to fit what he's looking for.  
Now in verse six we have introduced for us four youths that stand out among the other youths.  Now when he's talking about these four there's a reason behind that.  Very obviously these four stood out because they loved God and they had made up their mind.  By the way, in verse eight when it says Daniel made up his mind, implied in that verse as we see in the text it means all four of them made up their mind, because not only did Daniel go to the lion's den for his stand, the other three went into the fiery furnace.  So we see that there were four of them really who had made up their minds to serve the Lord.  And who are they?  They are Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.  That's the real names.

Daniel 1:6 Now among them from the sons of Judah were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah.

I just have better time calling them Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.  I don't know if you've ever heard S.M. Lockridge.  He is a wonderful black preacher out in Texas.  And he was preaching one time and he said his name was Shadrach Meshach Lockridge.  And he said when he was in seminary his house burned down and everyone called him Shadrach No Shack.That’s the best way I can remember them.

In the Hebrew their names had a special meaning.  For Daniel it meant “God is my judge”.  For Hananiah it meant “Yahweh is gracious”.  For Mishael it was “who is what God is”.  I thought that was interesting.  “Who is what God is”.  I don't understand that, but that's what it means.  Azariah was also “Yahweh has helped”.  Every one of their names had a deep meaning seeded in their faith.  It is interesting to the names they were changed to, every name they were changed to, and I tried to find the Babylonian understanding of those names.  The best I could come up with was that each name had something to do with a pagan deity.  Isn't that interesting?  Their Hebrew name had to do with God, Yahweh, with the one true God.  But when they changed their name to adapt them to their religion and to their culture they took their God out of it and they put in a pagan deity of that time.  
So we see these four young men.  Now the integrity of these four youths is what we're going to examine tonight.  And as we talk about will you please make up your minds.  Kind of like a message God put on my heart years ago, will the real Christians please stand up.  We're obviously in the Old Testament.  But in application of the New Testament we need to be making our minds up to some things, and making our stands that we will not defile ourselves with sin, but that we will honor our God.  And we will see these four youths rise to the surface of that decision in their life.  Now, they all made up their minds not to defile God.

There are three things I want us to look at tonight.  First of all, and the application just flows out of this chapter.  As a matter of fact, the first five chapters we're just going to have a time with.  After that I'm going to be out of town for about ten weeks.  First thing I want you to see is the problem they faced.  The problem they faced.  The reason I left this map up here is because Pete is such a wonderful artist.  And every week he puts it up and works hard at it, and I erase it off.  The reason I erase it off is because I'm so uncoordinated I don't know how to use it.  But tonight I'm not going to use it; I'm just going to make sure you know that Pete put that up.

First of all, the problem they faced.  Okay.  Let's talk about it.  What is the problem that these guys faced?  Why is it that it's even brought out that they had determined or made up their mind not to defile themselves?  Well, it all starts in verse five.  Let's look at verse five:

Daniel 1:5 The king appointed for them a daily ration from the king's choice food and from the wine which he drank, and appointed that they should be educated three years, at the end of which they were to enter the king's personal service.
Now part about them being educated we'll talk about in a minute.  That really wasn't the problem.  The problem was the menu he prepared for them.  That was a big problem that they had.  He had told them first of all, that they were to eat of the king's choice food.  Now that meant they were to eat of the food he would eat from.  In other words, whatever they chose from to feed the king they would choose out of the same refrigerator to feed them.  They had a refrigerator.  And secondly, from the wine which he drink.  So they had the same thing.  This was the finest food you could possibly get anywhere.  When you first read that you think, good grief man what's the problem?  Bunch of teenagers brought over from another land.  You're going to give them the finest food in the land, and they have a problem?  
I remember when I was in Mississippi College we used to pray for our food.  Intercessory prayer.  It was a living organism.  You never prayed over your food with your eyes closed.  You don’t know what that thing could do to you if you shut your eyes.  We called it mystery meat.  They didn't know what it was.  There used to be times in the cafeteria when they would have candle light and I thought -- that was real exciting.  What the candles were for is so you couldn't see the meat crawl off the plate.  It was amazing.  
Here are a bunch of young people.  Listen, I have a teenager, I have two of them, but I’ve got one in particular, my son, that is eating me out of house and home.  If he read this he'd say, “Hey man, they're getting the best food in the kingdom.  Good grief.  What kind of problem is that?  Give me more.”  That's exactly what he'd think about.  What could possibly be the problem here?  Why is it they had to make a choice against eating the king's food?  
There are two things here.  First of all, eating that food and drinking that wine broke the dietary laws of Leviticus 11.  You see, these were young men that had lived during the era where they had discovered the law, you remember that?  Remember Josiah was the king when Daniel was born in 20s, what's was it?  620.  During that time they discovered the law.  So the law was around.  They knew what it said.  And they had committed themselves to letting the law set them apart.  The law set them apart in the way that worshipped, the way they ate, and everything else they do.  That was what the law was for.  It is to set Israel and His people apart from the pagan world of that day.  So that they would break the dietary law.  They would defile themselves.  That was sin before God to break that law.  They decided they weren't going to do that.  
But secondly, something you might have over looked, maybe you did find, but what I found in studying the history of that culture of that day, in the Babylonian culture when they would get the food for the king before he would eat it, it was taken to the pagan gods to be blessed by those gods.  So that when he would eat it he would have the favor of the gods.  So for somebody to eat of that food was to simply first of all, put their stamp of approval and recognition upon their false gods.  It would be absolutely an indicting thing.  It would be terrible.  It would be an incriminating thing.  To eat the food would be to recognize the pagan idols of that day.  So these kids were put in a tremendous dilemma.  Taken out of their home land, that wasn't the problem.  Being in captivity, that wasn't the problem.  We're all having to go through difficult times in our life.  But where the problem came in is when in that captivity they were asked to do what they knew God had told them not to do.  That is the key.  
Don't ever think that being in captivity is punishment or anything else.  Although here it was judgment of Israel.  But in the sense of it in our life we will go through difficult times.  We will reap the consequence of sin.  But when it comes down to making choices, the choice they had to make was are we going to disobey God in the midst of this captivity and do what he's told us not to do?  So the problem then was that if they did this they would defile themselves.  They would sin before a holy God.  But now think with me for a second -- now I enjoy this first chapter, because these are youths, remember?  Now you think about pure pressure and all of this stuff.  We came up with those terms, but I guarantee you one thing there was all kinds of pressure then as there is now.  Maybe different culturally and all of those kinds of things.  They took a tremendous load of youths out of Jerusalem.  Watch some of the problems that even compounded the difficulty of sin.  
First of all, the thing that I thought about was the king himself had commanded the menu.  Now you go back.  When it says he appointed for them a daily ration, that word appointed in the Hebrew there has the idea that he commanded.  In other words, buddy, there's no option when the king commands it.  Now they've got a big choice to make.  Because if you'll see a little later on when they're thrown in the fiery furnace, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego you discover how fierce it can be when you disobey the king.  And certainly being in a pagan land, being under a pagan government, being in captivity, when the king whose rule is law, tells you to eat something they have got to deal with the fear what is going to happen to me if we say no.  Okay?  That compounds the problem.  Yes, they want to honor God, but when you start thinking about oh, number one.  When you start thinking about your health and all of the other kinds of things.  What is going to happen to me if I choose to disobey him and obey God?  That further compounds the problem.  
Secondly, not only that, but since the king had commanded them, what about obedience to the king?  What responsibility do we have to the king?  What are we supposed to do to the king?  We know in Acts 5:29 the people had told them not to preach the gospel, not to teach the gospel.  They said we have to obey God rather than men.  So what did they do about that law?  Particularly if you want to apply that to our time, when you're wrestling with something like this what do you do?  Do you obey man or do you obey God?  When does God's law supersede man's law?  
By the way, can I share something with you?  Make sure if you ever think that it's right to disobey man’s law, make sure you understand that man's law is going to have to be for everybody commanding them to do what God says not to do.  Do you understand the context?  The context is every person that was there in captivity was commanded to eat the king's food.  Every person was commanded.  Now when does it become right to disobey man's law and obey God's law?  Man, so many people today are using loop holes like you will not believe, saying it is right to disobey man’s law and obey God's law, but they are not looking at the scriptures that they're using as proof text.  And one of the proof texts is right here.  Every man was commanded to do something God had told to do otherwise.  That is different.  That is different.  So hang on to that thought.  And send your cards and letters to Pete.  
Thirdly, thirdly -- I'm picking on you tonight aren't I?  Since only four youths are mentioned in that whole first chapter, only four youths are mentioned in the whole first chapter.  Having decided this, then evidently I get the feeling, and certainly you must also, that they're going against the grain of what everybody else is going to do.  Now you're talking about teenagers, remember?  Boy, I got to thinking if I'm ever asked to speak at a youth camp I've got a message now.  It's been so long since I was a youth, but my mind is still there, but my mind stopped organically functioning when I was a teenager.  It never has moved from that point.  But if I ever go there's a message right here.  Here are teenagers I mean they have the fear of their life in store if they disobey the king.  Not only that, they're going through the confusion of what do I do?  Do I obey?  Not to obey?  And thirdly, all their friends, all of their peers are going the other way.  There are only four of them who have made up their mind not to defile themselves.  So you begin to look at the problem here.  Hey, if they obey the king they've defiled themselves.  They've sinned before God.  If they disobey the king, look what they've got to face.  They may face death.  They may face all kinds of things.  This is why it's so important to understand the weight of verse eight.

Now in spite of it all, they've made up their minds not to defile, not to pollute themselves.  How many of you here tonight have teenagers at home?  Just raise your hand.  Anybody?  Oh, I pray for you.  I think we ought to have a conference for parents with teenagers.  You’re always talking about abused children.  I think there ought to be an abused parent conference that we can all go to.  They always bail out and use that kind of thing.  You know, for teenagers to make this kind of commitment is tremendous, isn't it?  They pre-set.  They made up their minds they would not defile themselves.  In other words they would honor God at all costs knowing how difficult it is going to be if they disobey the king.  Realizing they are going against the grain of what every one of their peers are doing.  They're going to be different and they're going to make a stand for God.  That is an incredible decision.  
I'll tell you.  My children are not perfect for a long shot.  But I tell you what, my daughter, I love my children.  But my daughter has blessed me beyond measure.  Years ago I prayed, I said, “God I just pray that she'll keep herself pure.”  I prayed that for my son too.  But it seems like a girl many times going through high school goes through that pressure of feeling like she has to do certain things in order to be a part of the group and defile herself in order to be accepted by somebody else.  I said, “God don't ever let Stephanie have to go through that.”  I prayed that she'll pre-determine in her mind that she'll not let herself get caught up in that kind of thing.  As a matter of fact I told her, I said, “Stephanie, some of those girls at sometime in your life will laugh at you.”  And they did.  She's not kissed a boy to this day.  I think it's incredible she'll be twenty-years-old at Halloween.  She's our treat you know.  
I remember when she just got to be 16-years-old, I told her, “If you'll wait until you're 16-years-old,” I said Stephanie, “I'll let you start dating.”  She did.  She waited until she was 16.  We have a lot of fun at our church.  It is a lot of nuts that go there.  I attracted everyone in Chattanooga I think.  So we have a lot of fun.  So on her 16th birthday we got up and we sang happy birthday to her.  She loved it.  Ate it up.  She acts like she's embarrassed, but she's eating it up.  That's the way Stephanie -- she's down there with all of our kids.  I don't know how many we've got, now, 150 or so kids sitting down to my right all together.  When I first came there they all hang out at the back row.  I'm so thankful they've come down front and they all sit together now.  
But I looked down.  I said, “Stephanie, do you want me to tell them what our agreement is?”  And Stephanie acted like no, but she's thinking yeah.  And so I said well guys, and all of them looked up when I said that.  I said well guys -- and I've seen some of them.  They'd been watching my daughter.  And I already knew it.  I already knew it.  And I said, “Well guys, I told my daughter if she'd wait until she was 16-years-old I said I'd let her date.”  I said, “I want you to know that she can start dating as of today.  It is in front of God, everybody, the whole church I'm making a royal announcement.  She can now start dating.”  
All the guys are kind of grinning.  You know?  I had a baseball bat behind the pulpit that nobody knew about.  I pulled that baseball bat out and put it over my shoulder.  I said, “Now, any of you tow-headed rascals want to talk to me about my daughter, I want to talk to you tonight behind the education building about 11:00.”  It worked for a whole year.  Nobody called.  Scared to death.  One guy told me, “Good grief, no one is going to ask your daughter out, you're too big.”  I said, “Great.  That’s okay. I'll keep her at home.”  To this day though, we were sharing just the other day and she said, “Dad thank you so much for telling me what you told me.  Because,” she said, “When you told me that” -- I told her, “Stephanie they're going to make fun of you.”  And I said, “You can make a choice and be like them that quick.”  But I said, “Stephanie, if you'll keep your stand and stay pure they can never be like you.  Why don't you set the pace, don't let them set the pace.”  
And I am so grateful now, because she was laughed at, buddy.  In our own church.   By our own young people.  Made fun of.  You're kidding me?  You haven't kissed a boy?  All that kind of stuff.  Buddy, I want to tell you about it now, now they're calling her to talk with them and to disciple them because they're in the midst of it themselves and they've decided that's not the route to go.  You see, that's the key.  Man, if we can get our teenagers to start studying Daniel 1 that would be enough right there.  Go on.  Set your mind.  Pre-determine I am not going to follow the pace of somebody else.  I will set the pace for everybody else to follow me and I will follow God maybe they'll follow me.

That's what you've got right here.  You have four teenagers and man they're incredible.  They have made a choice.  They are not going to defile themselves.  They are going to honor God at all costs.  And brother, you done think there's cost to this thing?  They're dealing with a pagan king.  They're in captivity.  And yet with all of that, knowing all of their peers are going in a different direction, they've chosen to obey God.  
And secondly I want you to see something.  And this is something I think very rarely is ever talked about.  What is the procedure they followed?  This is so important.  What is the procedure that they followed?  How did they handle this?  I'm telling you what, if people would just start realizing what scripture teaches and how scripture talks.  What did they do?  They're under a pagan king.  A Godless king.  He's told them to do something that was wrong.  How did they handle?  They throw rocks at him?  Were they belligerent?  Were they -- what was their attitude?  Watch, the scripture tells us very clearly.  Let's look in verse eight:

Daniel 1:8 But Daniel made up his mind that he would not defile himself with the king's choice food or with the wine which he drank; so he sought permission from the commander of the officials that he might not defile himself.
Now notice there's no belligerent attitude there.  Here's a guy very humbly coming before the official.  He's still respected the authority that was over him.  And he went to him and sought permission so that he would not defile himself.  Boy, the more I thought about that, look at verse nine:

Daniel 1:9 Now God granted Daniel favor and compassion in the sight of the commander of the officials,

Oh, there's so much I want to say here and so much I'm afraid to say.  I just won't say the part I'm afraid to, I'm going to say the things I want to say.  Listen, God would never have honored him that way had his attitude has been rebellious, and rude, and hateful.  You can write that down.  But because Daniel was the kind of person he was and God's character was so real and alive in his life, there was belligerence, there was no arrogance, there was no hatred, there was no rebellion.  Still submissive to the authority above him, he peacefully goes to him, and requests a creative alternative.  And what did God do a result of it?  He granted him favor and compassion in old Ashpenaz’s heart.  In other words he turned the heart of Ashpenaz.  Old Ashpenaz was drawn to the guy, and it says that God did that.  And I just get so tickled.  Here is the sovereignty of God, man, Proverbs 21, verse one says.

Proverbs 21:1 The king's heart is like channels of water in the hand of the LORD; He turns it wherever He wishes.
That's the key.  God is over the authority.  Daniel knew that and Daniel respected that man who was in authority in a position that Ashpenaz, if you asked him later on do you want that position he would have probably said, “No I don't. I'm just doing my job.”  He didn't walk in there like he owned the place.  He peacefully went up there and asked permission that it might be possible that he would not defile himself by eating the king’s food.  And God granted him favor.  
Why is it that some people -- listen, one of the things that I'm convicted of and convinced of is that many people's persecution in the world today is not because of the government, it is because of it is self inflicted by the fleshly attitudes of the Christians who have never learned what humility and respect for authority is all about.  That is the key.  And God grant him favor.

Oh, Ashpenaz turned around, son, he had compassion for him.  And all of a sudden you have two guys on the spot.  This is what I love here.  He basically, look what he says to him as we move down to verse ten.

Daniel 1:10 and the commander of the officials said to Daniel, 

Now he's already had compassion for him, he's turning his favor towards him.  He says.

"I am afraid of my lord the king, 

Can you imagine?  A person that is an official telling somebody like Daniel that he's afraid of the king.  Folks, you don't do that.  But remember God is in control of the situation and God already touched his heart to see that Daniel is not out to do anything.  Daniel is trying to obey his God.  He says:

who has appointed your food and your drink; 

When he says that he says he's commanded it.  Appointed is not strong enough of a word.

for why should he see your faces looking more haggard than the youths who are your own age? 

In other words, this old boy, he loves Daniel, but he thinks that's absolutely the dumbest thing he's ever heard.  You're going to look worse than ever and then the king is going to know what you've done.  Man, I'm afraid of what he's going to do to me.  That's what he says.  
Then you would make me forfeit my head to the king."
He don't want to lose his head over the whole situation.  So we have a problem here.  We have this old boy, he really has favor towards Daniel.  Daniel is in a spot.  He's in a spot.  Now what are we going to do?  What does Daniel do?  Oh, man, I really prayed when I studied this and somehow it is going to get out of me like it got into me, because this teaches us something, folks, about what it means to really honor God.  When you're honoring God you love others.  I don't care who they are.  You have a concern and a compassion for other people.  And you can see this in Daniel, look at verse 11.

Daniel 1:11 But Daniel said to the overseer whom the commander of the officials had appointed over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah,
Look what he says.  He gives a proposition.  He says I realize your dilemma.  You seem to understand my dilemma.  I'll give you a proposition.  Here is what he says:

Daniel 1:12 "Please test your servants for ten days,
Now that may not mean anything to you, but that grabbed my heart.  He realized, buddy, if you go too long with this thing you're going to get this guide in trouble.  Let's don't put him in trouble.  Okay.  Ten days.  That's all.  And after that you don't have to do anything else, and we'll go right on and do whatever you tell him.  Maybe that's what the guy is thinking.  At least they've got ten days.  Watch.

and let us be given some vegetables to eat and water to drink. "Then let our appearance be observed in your presence and the appearance of the youths who are eating the king's choice food; and deal with your servants according to what you see." 

Okay.  I'll tell you what.  I'll make a proposition to you.  Let's just test the water.  Ten days.  That's it.  I'm not asking you to go any longer than that.  I'm not putting anything on you.  You're just doing your job.  But just pray about giving me ten days.  Just ten days.  And at the end of ten days you look at us and you see what is happening.  Well, that's the way he preceded.  Folks, listen if you're ever told by any government or anything else that you have to do something against what God has told you to do, remember this, yes, we have a right to honor God.  Yes, we're told to honor God.  But remember the procedure that you go about doing that.  
Sometimes that arrogant, whatever it is in some type of people.  I still come back to this and evidently it's on my heart and I'm just going to have to get it off.  The way I preach and teach is when the Spirit gets something on my mind and it won't get it off I'm going to have to keep sharing it until it is off and then I'm going to go on.  But one of the things that is really bothering me are people -- some of the rudest, meanest and harshest people I have run into since I've been a pastor have been under the banner of being Christians.  I want to tell you that straight out.  And, folks, listen to what I'm saying.  
Daniel respected that man and respected the position he was in.  And Daniel, his procedure was peaceable and he made a request based on respect for what that man would have to face as well as what he would have to face.  Ten days.  He said ten days.  Give us ten days.  That's all.  Now watch, we see the problem they faced.  We see the procedure they followed.  I didn't realize I had it like that.  Now I'll mess it up now because I want to see thirdly how they prospered, that's going to blow the whole thing.  I didn't realize I had it so neatly done.  I've tried to alliterate so many times.  It just doesn't work.  Okay.  Let's see.  Prosperity.  I hated to use prosperity because it sounded like what some people make it sound like.  They didn't get three cars in their garage.  How they prospered as a result.  How they prospered, because prosperity is not what we think it is.  How they prospered by being faithful.  
What did God do?  What can you trust God to do?  Now think of a wife who is in a situation and the husband is not a believer, and the husband does not want that wife to go to church.  That husband does not want that wife to do what she believes in her heart what she believes God is telling her to do.  How is she going to hand it?  Slam the door on him, call him a pagan, and go to church?  Now that's going to do a whole lot of good.  Or is there a procedure that you might want to follow.  Is there a trust factor built into this thing that you can trust the fact that God is over your husband, and that God can turn his heart.  He can change his mind.  Are you doing it for what reason?  Boy, this gets down into your motive deeply.  Are you doing it so you can do what you want to do, or are you doing it because you really want to honor God?  Well how did they proper?  Verse 14 is pretty clear:

Daniel 1:14 So he listened to them in this matter and tested them for ten days.
He granted him the thing he asked.  He had a creative alternative.  And, folks, that's our right in any given situation.  When we're asked to do what God tells us not to do, as we precede towards that authority, we have every right in the world peaceably to ask for a creative alternative and trust God to change that man's heart.  It is God's law that we're dealing with here, and it is God's power that we are trusting in the midst of it.  Well, verse 15 says at the end of the ten days what did God do as a result of this?  Did he come through?  Did he come through?

Daniel 1:15 At the end of ten days their appearance seemed better and they were fatter 
Man, I like that verse.  Son.  On vegetables and water?  They weren't in America.

They were fatter than all the youths who had been eating the king's choice food.

Does that mean if you're fat you're healthy?  All right.
So the overseer continued to withhold their choice food and the wine they were to drink, and kept giving them vegetables. 

Man this is so neat.  Now he sees, hey boy I'm going to get something out of this thing.  He's going to think what are you doing man?  These guys are healthier than everyone else.  Verse 17.

Daniel 1:17 As for these four youths, God gave 

Now watch those phrases, folks, that's important.

God gave them knowledge and intelligence in every branch of literature and wisdom; 
Now I wonder why he gave it to them.  Because in verse eight they made up their minds they're not going to defile themselves and God stepped in, buddy, and honored them every single area of their life.  
Daniel even understood all kinds of visions and dreams.

And now you're beginning to see the set up of the book of Daniel.  How is he able to interpret these dreams?  Because he has chosen in his heart not to defile himself, but to honor God and all the visions he interprets in the book of Daniel is God granting favor to him and giving him the ability as a result of his willingness to obey God. 
Daniel 1:18 Then at the end of the days which the king had specified for presenting them, the commander of the officials presented them before Nebuchadnezzar.
Now here it is.  Evidently this is the three year period.  The three years are up now.  Not the ten days, but the three years.  And now he brings them in.  Watch what happens.  And he says:

Daniel 1:19 The king talked with them, 
Evidently he either got them in groups or one at a time to feel, to find out what had happened to them.

and out of them all not one was found like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah; 
Those four youths stood out among every other youth that was there 
so they entered the king's personal service.

And in verse twenty says:

Daniel 1:20 As for every matter of wisdom and understanding about which the king consulted them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and conjurers who were in all his realm.
Now what are we talking about?  We see the problem, procedure, we see how they prospered as a result of it.  Now, folks, I don't know what situation you're in right now.  But I think there's a lot we can learn from Daniel.  The main thing we can learn from Daniel is make up your mind.  
You can't play both sides of the road.  Maybe some of you men are in here and you're coming because your wife talked you into it or because you like deer hunters, or I don't know why you're here.  Maybe some of you guys are in here and you go to work tomorrow and you begin to compromise your convictions because you're afraid of what might happen to you in your job or whatever else.  Hey, folks, make up your mind who you're going to serve.  You're going to be one miserable individual if you're a Christian making those kinds of decisions.  But if you'll go on and honor God, God will honor you.  That's the key.  God is waiting on us, folks.  It is not Him.  And I think in the first chapter we don't have to get into the history or the timeline or anything else, because it's too big a principle we need to look at.  Have we made up our minds we're not going to defile ourselves, we're going to honor God.  That is the key.  
You do what I tell you to do, and I'll take care of what you need in your life.  You see, we're not only talking about the fact that God is sovereign.  We're also talking about the fact we have to trust that sovereign God.  Many of us can stand up and defend his sovereignty, but, brother, you defend what you believe by how you act.  And if you really believe it, then why don't you live that way.  Why don't you go on and make up your mind and quit being a mugwump.  Get off the fence.  I'm going to stand for him regardless.  Come hell or high water I'm going to do what God says.  I'm not going to defile myself.  And you watch what God is going to do as a result of it.  
The whole book of Daniel is framed right here in the first chapter in the since of the commitment of Shadrach, Meshack, Abednego and Daniel.  Four teenagers.  Bless their ever-loving sweethearts.  If we could call them back -- some people say you can, but they're weird.  But if we can get them back, wouldn't it be great to get them to a youth convention somewhere and say, “Hey kids, what's your problem?”  And tell them what it's all about, because God honored them and God prospered them.  That's it.  That's the first chapter.  Second chapter gets a little more detailed and gets a little more into the nations, but that are the first chapter.  Why is Daniel able to do all of these things?  Because he honored God that's why.  Let's pray together.

Father, we just thank you so much that you bring home very clearly we haven't got any choice to obey you, but, father, it is so much better when we do it out of love and not out of fear.  When we can just trust you.  Father, we have discussed so many, hundreds of illustrations in this room tonight of decisions we're all facing.  Father, help us remember we don't have any choice.  We must choose your or Lord we'll never know what it is you have in store for us.  Lord, help us to remember that Daniel could interpret those dreams because Daniel made up his mind not to defile himself and you honored him as a result of that.  Lord, thank you that we don't ever have to have prosperity in the sense of material things.  Thank you that prosperity is in spiritual things and how you make us rich spiritually as we treasure our walk with you doing what you tell us to do.  We love you.  

In Jesus name, amen.

