Daniel – Part I
Lesson 3
Living Out A Biblical Worldview
What Happens To Your Worldview When Your World Changes?
[Kay asks us what our view of God is] and what happens to our worldview when our world changes. This is what we want to look at as we study the first chapter of the book of Daniel. Daniel has a worldview, and all of a sudden his world changes. What happens to his view of God and his worldview?  Kay wants to show us the practicality, how we can take the truths of Daniel 1 and move them into this century, into this time and into our life so that we can know and understand how important our worldview is and how, if it is strong enough, it can hold us when our world changes.  
We hear about a lot of college students and young people in this class that are going on to college. What is gong to happen to them when they get to college, when all of a sudden they are absolutely free and away from Mom and Dad, and able to do as they please? Mom and Dad are not going to know about it, unless they get written up in the papers, or cast into jail. They can even have an abortion and Mom and Dad will not know about it. So what is going to happen when they get there and, all of a sudden, have the freedom and then walk into a place that possibly is adverse to Christianity and they begin to learn a new language, begin to see a new culture, begin to hear different worldviews on the universe? What is going to happen, then? Or what happens when our world changes, when we love God and are faithful in church, but all of a sudden there is a tragedy, or an accident, or (like Kay’s friend Joni) we are paralyzed from the neck down? Or maybe we have lost a loved one and our world changes dramatically? Does our view of God, our Biblical worldview change when our world changes? 
Or, possibly what happens is, all of a sudden, we come into an opportunity to get lots of money. There is a little compromise on the way, but we can take that money and use it for the work of God and all of a sudden we are going to move from just normal middle-class to having great wealth and having great promise and power. What happens to our worldview in times like that? 
What Is Our Worldview?
What is our worldview? Our worldview is a matter of our heart. It is the convictions that we hold, the way we live our life. We are going to look at it in greater depth later on in the message. Kay wants us to see what happened when Daniel was taken from Israel and put in Babylon when his world changed; what happened to his worldview. 

As we go to Daniel 1, Kay reads Daniel 1:1-8 and wants us to listen carefully to the Word of God and think about the change in Daniel’s world. Kay wants us to think about Daniel’s worldview. 
Daniel 1:1  1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it. 
The year that for us, according to time, is 605 B.C/B.C.E. It is the first siege of Jerusalem; the first attack by Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon. He has come to Jerusalem and conquered the city. 
Daniel 1:2a   2a The Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand,
The LORD, the Sovereign Ruler of all the universe, sitting upon His throne, is behind this conquest. It is not that Nebuchadnezzar is so great. It was God, enacting judgment upon a people who had, for the most part, changed their worldview; changed their worldview of God. They thought that they could disobey the Word of God, as laid out in the Torah, in the Law. They thought that they could go against God and get away with it. This was a law that they read, a song that was sung, every single year to remind them of who they were. There were the stones that were laid down when they went into the land of Israel, the pillars that were made as they stood between Mount Gerizim and Mount Ebal, and they heard the blessings and the curses of the Law; blessings for obedience and cursings for disobedience. But, somehow they thought they could go against God. They thought they could get away with it. Jehoiakim did not follow in the footsteps of his father. Instead, he walked in his own way and 
Daniel 1:2a   2a The Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand,
into Babylon’s hand; into Nebuchadnezzar’s hand. 
Daniel 1:2b    along with some of the vessels of the house of God; and he brought them to the land of Shinar, to the house of his god, and he brought the vessels into the treasury of his god. 
We have Babylon versus Israel, the God of Israel against the god of  Babylon. To all outward appearances, it looks like Babylon is more powerful, and Babylon’s god is more powerful than Israel’s God. They do not understand that it was the LORD that was behind the scenes and doing this.
Daniel 1:3     3 Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, the chief of his officials, to bring in some of the sons of Israel, including some of the royal family and of the nobles, 
Here was this royal family, all of a sudden transported from a place of prominence into literal slavery. They went from the ones in the royal family, ruling over Israel, now to those that are in chains, enslaved by Babylon.
Daniel 1:4a  4a youths in whom was no defect, who were good-looking, showing intelligence in every branch of wisdom, endowed with understanding and discerning knowledge, and who had ability for serving in the king's court;
These were the top of the top. They looked at them. They were the cream of the crop. And these were the ones that they chose to serve in the  king’s court. 
Daniel 1:4b  4b  and he ordered him to teach them the literature and language of the Chaldeans.
The language of the Chaldeans was a different kind of language. It was a cuneiform language that was written with wedges. As that language was written with wedges, made with a stylus that would cut into clay. It was all straight edges and wedges. So they were going to learn this language of the Chaldeans. 
Daniel 1:5    5 The king appointed for them a daily ration from the king's choice food and from the wine which he drank, and appointed that they should be educated three years, at the end of which they were to enter the king's personal service.  
This man was grooming the cream of the crop to serve him.  

Daniel 1:6-7    6 Now among them from the sons of Judah were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah.  7 Then the commander of the officials assigned new names to them; and to Daniel he assigned the name Belteshazzar, to Hananiah Shadrach, to Mishael Meshach and to Azariah Abed-nego. 
He took these Jewish men who all had names that related to God, that had God woven into their names, and they changed them and put the names of their god in and called them by the names of their god, rather than the Name of Yahweh. The Name of Elohim.
Daniel 1:8     8 But Daniel made up his mind that he would not defile himself with the king's choice food or with the wine which he drank; so he sought permission from the commander of the officials that he might not defile himself.
We have read it, studied it, discussed it,  and we know and understand that although Daniel’s world changed, his view of God would not change, and his Biblical worldview of God would not change. 

 Kay wants to stop and talk about Babylon because Babylon is a very, very important entity, so to speak, in the word of God. And Kay wants us to talk about where it is and some of  it’s history. As she does, she wants us to “hang in there” with her because she does not want to lose us. She thinks that these are important things that we want to know because we are living in a world that is at odds with God. We are living in a culture that looks at history and various cultures; we are living in a world that, in a sense, where history repeats itself and we really need to understand Babylon. When we understand some of these things, we are going to be prepared to talk to others. But, we are also going to be prepared to stand in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation and show truth from the Word of God.
I Babylon: Gate of God
Babylon means “Gate of God” and is located east of the Euphrates River. It is 56 miles. Or 90 kilometers south of present day Baghdad, which is in (of course) Iraq. This has been in the news; if it is not, it will be, and we will see why. It is located in the fertile plain of Mesopotamia, between two great rivers. We will want to keep these rivers in mind because they go all the way into prophecy: the Tigris and the Euphrates. This Babylon lies near the cradle of mankind, the Garden of Eden, where man was born and lived until man changed his worldview about God. Remember, he had a relationship with God; he walked and talked with God in that garden until he listened to the serpent who said
Genesis 3:1b,4-5  1b “ Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?  4 And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die:  5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.”  <KJV>
Adam and Eve changed their worldview. It is a very significant place. Babylon is one of the most important cities in the ancient world. It is the land of Shinar; it is the land of the Sumerian Kings; it is the land of the Code of Hammurabi, the earliest legal code known in history, so far, in all the archaeological digs. They found a huge pillar in that area that had been broken in half. They put it back together and it was the legal code that was written and put in the city so that every person could come and stand before that legal code and say, “This is my right.” Everyone would see it. It is a great code. This is the country that lived under the Kassite rule at the beginning of the fifteenth century. It was one of the four major powers of the Orient. It kept company with the Egyptians, Mitanni and the Hittite empires.  
Nebuchadnezzar I: 1125-1103 B.C./B.C.E.
At the end of the twelfth century, there was a Nebuchadnezzar. The Nebuchadnezzar in Daniel 1 is Nebuchadnezzar II, but there was a Nebuchadnezzar I. He reigned from 1125-1103 B.C/B.C.E. He was an Isin king fro that area who defeated the Elamites and attacked Assyria. Babylon is the land of the Chaldeans. We see many references to the Chaldeans. We see it in the book of Habakkuk when Habakkuk is crying out to God because of all the injustice that he sees. And then he tells, “I am going to bring a people against you, a fierce people.” It is the Chaldeans he is going to bring. The Chaldeans were a tribe in that area. They were one of the surrounding tribes who, in the beginning of the ninth century B.C./B.C.E., played an important political role. 
Habakkuk 1:1-6  1 The oracle which Habakkuk the prophet saw.  2 How long, O LORD, will I call for help, And Thou wilt not hear? I cry out to Thee, "Violence!" Yet Thou dost not save.  3 Why dost Thou make me see iniquity, And cause me to look on wickedness? Yes, destruction and violence are before me; Strife exists and contention arises.  4 Therefore, the law is ignored And justice is never upheld. For the wicked surround the righteous; Therefore, justice comes out perverted.  5 "Look among the nations! Observe! Be astonished! Wonder! Because I am doing something in your days-- You would not believe if you were told.  6 "For behold, I am raising up the Chaldeans, That fierce and impetuous people Who march throughout the earth To seize dwelling places which are not theirs.”
A Chaldean king by the name of Merdok Baladan II (722-710 B.C/B.C.E.)

We are getting close to Daniel 1 that begins in 605 B.C./B.C.E. So this Chaldean king played an important political role because he went against the Assyrians. As we study the Word of God, in the Old Testament, the Assyrians are an enemy of God. Their capital, eventually, is Nineveh. 
He fought Tiglath-pileser, he fought Shalmaneser V, Sargon II and Sennacherib, the one that destroyed Babylon. Those are kings’ names that we see when we read through Kings and the prophets. 
In 626 B.C./B.C.E., when Assyria was in turmoil, when she was menaced by her enemy, a Chaldean king by the name of Nabopolassar, proclaimed himself king of Babylonia. He is the father of Nebuchadnezzar II. He allied himself with the Medes. We are going to meet the Medes and have a description of the Medo-Persian Empire as we go through Daniel. 
So, we find that Nabopolassar aligned himself with the Medes and he destroyed Assyria’s power. He has a son whom he names Nebuchadnezzar II because Nebuchadnezzar I fought against Assyria. With Assyria out of the way, Egypt began to trouble Israel and Syria. As we look at the map, we have Israel, [Asssyria/Syria to the northeast, Egypt southwest of Israel,  and Babylon to the east]. Babylon has taken care of Assyria and there is a city up [to the north, and just west of the Euphrates, and near its source,] called Carchemish. Because Assyria is out of the way, Egypt now thinks they can come up here, through Israel, and win and take over that land. As a result of that, the king of Babylon comes over here to fight the battle at Carchemish and that king is Nebuchadnezzar II. He marches against the Egyptians and defeats them. He reigned 43 years (605-562 B.C./B.C.E.). We know, from the last verse in Daniel 1, that it says
Daniel 1:21  21 And Daniel continued until the first year of Cyrus the king.
So, we know that Daniel continued in service to the Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar II, who fights the battle at Carchemish, comes down to Israel and hears that his father has died. He wants to assure the throne to himself. History tells us that he takes off from Israel, crosses the desert and goes straight to Babylon. They believe that he takes the captives, the nobles, and sends them up to Syria so they can follow the river down to the land of Babylon because this is desert [to the east]. They are going to travel this path that first Assyria, then Babylon used when they took the southern kingdom captive. After Nebuchadnezzar’s death, In 562 B.C./B.C.E., there was a struggle for the power for the throne that lasted for several years. This is all going to help us as we study the rest of  Daniel.

Nabonidus, King Of Babylon - 556-539 B.C./B.C.E.
In 556 B.C/B.C.E., Nabonidus, who was one of Nebuchadnezzar’s governors, becomes king of Babylonia. He reigns from 556 -539 B.C./B.C.E. But, he antagonized the influential priestly class in Babylon. Because he antagonized them, he had to leave. So he takes off and goes down to near modern day Baghdad and he lives there and put his son, Belshazzar in power. We are going to meet Belshazzar. We have read through Daniel and seen his name already. 

539 B.C/B.C.E.- Babylonians Defeated By Cyrus The Great, King Of Persia
The Babylonians are defeated by the Persian king Cyrus, the Great, and Cyrus the Great has defeated Media, so it becomes the Medo-Persian Empire and Belshazzar is killed.
Daniel 5:30   30 That same night Belshazzar the Chaldean king was slain.
The Chaldeans were one of the tribes that were living in that area, that came to power. That is where we get Babylon and Chaldean—they are synonymous at this point. So “Belshazzar the Chaldean king was slain” and Nabonidus, his father, was captured at Sippar, which is near modern-day Baghdad, in Iraq. Knowing all of this is so important because right now, we think we are the power, here in America; right now we are the “top dog”  and we are running the show. Kay believes that day is coming to an end and she asks, “When it comes to an end, what are you going to do?” When we, possibly, are no longer the head, but now are the tail, as Israel was, would our worldview change? Would our view of God now change? Or will we have such an understanding of God, that we know what God is doing and understand the history of Babylon? That is what Kay wants us to look at, next. Kay wants us to understand that what we are studying today, has implications for the future; it will tell us with certainty what will happen tomorrow. Kay asserts, “If I understand today and tomorrow, and look at it through a Biblical worldview, reading history through the spectacles of God’s Word, then (no matter what happens to my world, no matter the changes) I can stand firm because I understand God.” 
Genesis 10:1  1 Now these are the records of the generations of Shem, Ham, and Japheth, the sons of Noah; and sons were born to them after the flood. 
One of these men we would find in our genealogy because all mankind comes from either Shem, Ham, or Japheth. 
Genesis 10:6    6 The sons of Ham were Cush and Mizraim and Put and Canaan. 

We see there is a curse placed on the sons of Ham.

Genesis 10:8-9     8 Now Cush became the father of Nimrod; he became a mighty one on the earth. 9 He was a mighty hunter before the LORD; therefore it is said, "Like Nimrod a mighty hunter before the LORD."  
But some think that word “before” means “against the LORD.” Now, watch what it says.
Genesis 10:10     10 The beginning of his kingdom was Babel and Erech and Accad and Calneh, in the land of Shinar.  
That is just what we thought as we looked at Daniel 1.
Genesis 10:11    11 From that land he went forth into Assyria, and built Nineveh and Rehoboth-Ir and Calah
Nineveh later becomes the capital of the Assyrian Empire, which is later destroyed by God.  So it goes on to say the other cities that he created. So he was the founder. Nimrod was a hunter before God, or against God. He was the founder these cities. Babylon and Assyria were two of them.

Nimrod – “Let Us Revolt”
Nimrod’s name means “let us revolt.” Here he is, a man in revolt against the knowledge of God, the command of God. He is a man who is from Ham, who survived the flood and knew that God had destroyed the earth, who survived it and understood the judgment of God. Ham had Cush and Cush has Nimrod, his grandson. In those days, many lived a long time. So what we have is a man in rebellion against God. 
Genesis 11:1  1 Now the whole earth used the same language and the same words. 
But when Daniel gets to Babylon, he has to learn a new language. The language of the Babylonians or the Chaldeans.
Genesis 11: 2   2 It came about as they journeyed east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there.
Genesis 10 gives us an overview. Then Genesis 11 comes back in and fills in the pieces, the historical things.  
Genesis 11:2-4  2 It came about as they journeyed east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there.  3 They said to one another, "Come, let us make bricks and burn them thoroughly." And they used brick for stone, and they used tar for mortar.  4 They said, "Come, let us build for ourselves a city, and a tower whose top will reach into heaven, and let us make for ourselves a name, otherwise we will be scattered abroad over the face of the whole earth."
But, in Genesis 9 we read
Genesis 9:1,7  1 And God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth. 7 "As for you, be fruitful and multiply; populate the earth abundantly and multiply in it."
But, under Nimrod, whose name means “let’s revolt,” is going against God, and he is changing his worldview, and he says, “We will build a city and we will make a name for ourselves!” We know the history;  they built the tower and God came down and confused their language because they were so smart that God said
Genesis 11:6-7  6 The LORD said, "Behold, they are one people, and they all have the same language. And this is what they began to do, and now nothing which they purpose to do will be impossible for them.  7 "Come, let Us go down and there confuse their language, so that they will not understand one another's speech."
He confused their language so they could not take their knowledge and share it. Because they could not take their knowledge and share it, they were limited and slowed down in their destruction. Go back to the Babylon of Genesis. 
II The Babylon of the Kings and Prophets

From II Kings 17:24 – Zechariah 6:10, there are 257 direct references to Babylon. When we stop and think about the Bible and about what God is doing here, we have 

· Genesis - the book of beginnings, the explanation of a worldview that changes from a fear of God , to wanting to make a name great for themselves,
· The time of the kings and the prophets – the time of God’s judgment upon Israel because Israel has changed their Biblical worldview. Israel knows about God, and worships God, but Israel does not obey Him.
Matthew 15:8   8 “'THIS PEOPLE HONORS ME WITH THEIR LIPS, BUT THEIR HEART IS FAR AWAY FROM ME.’”
Once again we have Babylon and all these references to Babylon, at this time. In Isaiah 14 there are two references to Babylon. Kay wants us to understand about Babylon because Babylon is a central force and she believes we even see it now, in the United States, under the name of Iraq.
 Isaiah 14:4-5a   4 that you will take up this taunt against the king of Babylon, and say, "How the oppressor has ceased, And how fury has ceased!  5a "The LORD has broken the staff of the wicked,” 
Babylon is the oppressor. Kay wants us to remember this if we are ever tempted to go the way of the wicked, in case we are tempted to walk in rebellion to God, in case we think we can do that and get away with it. He says
Isaiah 14:5-6a   5 "The LORD has broken the staff of the wicked, The scepter of rulers  6a Which used to strike the peoples in fury with unceasing strokes,” Which subdued the nations 
He is talking about Babylon’s staff! 
Isaiah 14:6b-7   6b “Which subdued the nations in anger with unrestrained persecution.  7 "The whole earth is at rest and is quiet; They break forth into shouts of joy.”
Kay asks why? Because Babylon’s staff is broken and its oppression has ceased. But has it now? When is he talking about? It is a prophecy. As we go down, Kay states, the prophecy slips from the ruler of Babylon, to one that is above him, who walked in the Garden of Eden, who is the morning star, who is the picture of Satan.
As we study Daniel, we will see earthly nations, but there are heavenly principalities and powers above those nations. We are going to see the connections between the kings of this earth and the princes that follow the prince of darkness, the ruler of this world. We have to decide if we are going to live in it with allegiance to God. Is it allegiance to the King of kings, or allegiance to the earthly king? It depends on our worldview. 
Isaiah 14:22-23  22 "I will rise up against them," declares the LORD of hosts, "and will cut off from Babylon name and survivors, offspring and posterity," declares the LORD.  23 "I will also make it a possession for the hedgehog and swamps of water, and I will sweep it with the broom of destruction," declares the LORD of hosts.
Kay asks if we knew that Saddam Hussein was rebuilding Babylon and the palace, and that he cast a coin likening himself, his image, and the image of Nebuchadnezzar next to it. Interesting!
Zechariah 5:5-8a   5 Then the angel who was speaking with me went out and said to me, "Lift up now your eyes and see what this is going forth."  6 I said, "What is it?" And he said, "This is the ephah going forth." Again he said, "This is their appearance in all the land  7 (and behold, a lead cover was lifted up); and this is a woman sitting inside the ephah."  8a Then he said, "This is Wickedness!"
[The ephah] is a big pot that has a lid on it. You lift it up and look inside and there is a woman sitting inside of it
Zechariah 5:8-11  8a Then he said, "This is Wickedness!” And he threw her down into the middle of the ephah and cast the lead weight on its opening.  9 Then I lifted up my eyes and looked, and there two women were coming out with the wind in their wings; and they had wings like the wings of a stork, and they lifted up the ephah between the earth and the heavens.  10 I said to the angel who was speaking with me, "Where are they taking the ephah?"  11 Then he said to me, "To build a temple for her in the land of Shinar; and when it is prepared, she will be set there on her own pedestal."
We have seen the Babylon of Genesis and the Babylon of the kings and the prophets. Now, let us go to the Babylon of the future — to Revelation 17 and 18, which are one message. It is the message of a city. If we observe the text and let God say what he says and mean what He means, we will find out this is all about a woman (who is a city) and a beast. In chapter 17, this is what we see:
Revelation 17:3-6   3 And he carried me away in the Spirit into a wilderness; and I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast, full of blasphemous names, having seven heads and ten horns.  4 The woman was clothed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls, having in her hand a gold cup full of abominations and of the unclean things of her immorality,  5 and on her forehead a name was written, a mystery, "BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH."  6 And I saw the woman drunk with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the witnesses of Jesus. When I saw her, I wondered greatly.
In other words, we are looking at Babylon and seeing that she is filled, in this cup, with the blood of the saints. If she is filled with a cup full of blood of the saints, then that is people who held their Biblical worldview, who would not compromise, who were Daniels in their day and paid for it with their lives. Daniel does not pay for it with his life. We have read the whole book and know that he lived. But there are others who do not live. And yet they are heroes just like Daniel. 
When we read this and go on, it says in verse 18 
Revelation 17:18a   18a "The woman whom you saw is the great city,"
It is not Rome. That is thinking and commentaries that were written during a time when many people were upset with the church in Rome.
Revelation 17:18   18 "The woman whom you saw is the great city, which reigns over the kings of the earth."
Revelation 18:2-3a   2 And he cried out with a mighty voice, saying, "Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great! She has become a dwelling place of demons and a prison of every unclean spirit, and a prison of every unclean and hateful bird.  3a "For all the nations have drunk of the wine of the passion of her immorality,
Listen what it is saying: all the nations allied with this woman. All the nations of this earth fornicated with her, spiritually, morally; they fornicated with her; they got in her bed.
Revelation 18:3b  3b  and the kings of the earth have committed acts of immorality with her, and the merchants of the earth have become rich by the wealth of her sensuality."

Why, Kay asks. They wanted the treasures of this earth, more than eternal treasures laid up in heaven. 
Revelation 18:8   8 "For this reason in one day her plagues will come, pestilence and mourning and famine, and she will be burned up with fire; for the Lord God who judges her is strong.”
Revelation 18:18-19  18 and were crying out as they saw the smoke of her burning, saying, 'What city is like the great city?'  19 "And they threw dust on their heads and were crying out, weeping and mourning, saying, 'Woe, woe, the great city, in which all who had ships at sea became rich by her wealth, for in one hour she has been laid waste!'”
Revelation 18:23  23 and the light of a lamp will not shine in you any longer; and the voice of the bridegroom and bride will not be heard in you any longer; for your merchants were the great men of the earth, because all the nations were deceived by your sorcery.
When we hold any worldview, other than a Biblical worldview, we are deceived. 
Revelation 19:2   “BECAUSE HIS JUDGMENTS ARE TRUE AND RIGHTEOUS; for He has judged the great harlot who was corrupting the earth with her immorality, and HE HAS AVENGED THE BLOOD OF HIS BOND-SERVANTS ON HER."
THAT is the destruction of Babylon. Know that what we are studying, now, is of great significance. Kay wants us to see that Daniel 1 is all about Daniel’s worldview, and how he demonstrates that worldview. Faith is not faith until it is tested, when his world changes. When our world changes, Kay asks if we will hold to God, will we cling to Him as the waistband clings to the waist of a man.
Jeremiah 13:11   11 'For as the waistband clings to the waist of a man, so I made the whole household of Israel and the whole household of Judah cling to Me,' declares the LORD, 'that they might be for Me a people, for renown, for praise and for glory; but they did not listen.'

Kay’s grandson, Daniel gave her a book fore Christmas entitled The Universe Next Door. It is a marvelous book. Here is what the author says: 

A worldview is a commitment, a fundamental orientation of the heart that can be expressed as a story, or in a set of presuppositions. The story is the way that we live. Or we express it in writing what we believe to be true, assumptions which may be true, these presuppositions, partially true, or entirely false, which we hold consciously or subconsciously, consistently or inconsistently, about the basic of reality, and that provides the foundation on which we live and move and have our being.

Kay now takes out the extraneous and reads it:
A worldview is a commitment which we hold about the basic constitution of reality, and that provides the foundation on which we live and move and have our being.
A worldview is a matter of the heart
Each one of us has a worldview. It is seen in the way in which we live. A worldview is a matter of the heart. 
Proverbs 23:7   7 For as he thinks within himself, so he is. He says to you, "Eat and drink!" But his heart is not with you.
Therefore,
Proverbs 4:23   23 Watch over your heart with all diligence, For from it flow the springs of life.

In Matthew 5 He tells us where adultery, gossiping, murder, and everything comes from.
Matthew 5:28   28 “but I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.”
A worldview is a matter of the heart. This is why II Chronicles 16:9 tells us
II Chronicles 16:9a   9a "For the eyes of the LORD move to and fro throughout the earth that He may strongly support those whose heart is completely His."

Why? That He might show Himself strong on his behalf. This is why God rejects Saul and turns to David, because David “is a man after [God’s] own heart.”
1 Samuel 13:14   14 "But now your kingdom shall not endure. The LORD has sought out for Himself a man after His own heart, and the LORD has appointed him as ruler over His people, because you have not kept what the LORD commanded you."

This is why Daniel is taken captive, because God wants to place “a man after His own heart” in the land of Shinar, in the land of the Chaldeans, in the city of Babylon, so that in the midst of that, He might have a light that will not be extinguished by the culture, or the worldview around him. He wants a man that He can trust, whose heart is fully His. 
So our worldview is the foundation by which we live. It is what we build our lives on. It is what we show by our actions, by the way that we live. Show Kay the way that we live, away at school, away from our parents; show her the way we are going to respond when we are offered a deal and we have to compromise, and Kay will show us our worldview. She will take us right back down to the foundation of what we really believe, because what we really believe determines the way that we live. If we look at the way that we live, we will know what our worldview is. 

Kay asks us who or what is our prime reality? Who was Daniel’s prime reality? God! What does it say in Daniel 1? It is very interesting to read the footnote in our Bible. Listen to what it says:
Daniel 1:8a  8a But Daniel made up his mind 
Kay tells us the literal translation: “But Daniel set upon his heart” 
Daniel 1:8b  8b that he would not defile himself with the king's choice food 
Why? We studied it and we know there were dietary laws for the children of God that set them apart from the rest of the world. [c.f.  Leviticus 11] He could eat fruit and vegetables. There were no dietary laws about fruits and vegetables, but there was about meat. And there was about food that was offered to idols. Even wine was offered to the gods.  So “Daniel set upon his heart that he (would) not defile himself.” He is going to hold to that worldview. God can take him and transport him into a culture that is absolutely contrary to His and know that Daniel will not fail Him. 
That is what He wants with us and that is why we are studying this, because God is taking us and rooting and grounding us in a Biblical worldview so that we, like Daniel, will be able to live in any culture and reflect to the other the Light of the world because we will not compromise because our allegiance is to the King of kings. That is what God wants to do. 

This is why Kay wants us to understand Babylon. It is past, but it is present and it is future. It is present in the news, now, but it is future. The religion and the culture that is centered around that part of the world is in direct opposition to the Judaeo-Christian values. There will be a war between God’s Seed and the serpent’s seed. But we will triumph. Babylon will be destroyed. We need to know it, to remember it and to live accordingly. Watch Daniel all the way through Daniel. He has his foundation and watch the way he lives. Get to know the God of Daniel, as He is presented in Daniel. Study well and embrace what we learn. Heed Daniel 11:32b, which shows a Biblical worldview. Daniel 11:32 is talking about Jews who compromise. It is talking about the days of Antiochus-Epiphanes, and we will study that later 
Daniel 11:32a  32a "By smooth words he will turn to godlessness those who act wickedly toward the covenant, 
These are people who held one worldview and changed it, who compromised. 
Daniel 11:32b  32b "but the people who know their God will display strength and take action.
In Daniel 1:7 his name is changed. When his world changes, his worldview does not. The world will change our name; they do not like the word “Christian.” “Christian” means “little Christ.” We, here, are a little Christ. We are the bearers of the Light of the world; the Spirit of God is in us and it seals us until the Day of Redemption. We are not to walk like the world walks, but we are to walk like Jesus walked. We are to walk the walk of the cross. If we live, praise the LORD! If we die, praise the LORD! If we live or die, our only cry will be “Jesus in me.” Why? Because we have a solid Biblical worldview and it is manifested in the way we live. That is what we are to see, here. 

So, when Daniel’s world changes his worldview does not. They change his name to Belteshazzar. Daniel 4:8 interprets that. In Daniel 4:8 we understand what it means because we are told in the very text so that we do not miss it. Here Nebuchadnezzar II is speaking.
Daniel 4:8a  8a "But finally Daniel came in before me, whose name is Belteshazzar according to the name of my god, 
and Daniel’s name means “God is my judge.” Remember that.

When our world changes, do not change our Biblical worldview, our view of God, because God is our Judge and God will have to deal with us. Daniel made up his mind. He set his heart upon God and he did not change or alter. Kay’s challenge to us is to do the same. Kay’s challenge to us began last week began this way:
Allegiance to the King!

That is her challenge to us; to hold that Biblical worldview, no matter the changes that come into this world, because He is the King of kings and He triumphs. Let us pray:

Father, 

Thanks You for Your Word. Thank You for the way that You have woven it together. Thank you for the privilege of studying truth, of getting the facts and knowing that they are facts because they are in Your Book. Thank You, Father, for showing us how important our worldview is. And thank You for showing us, and demonstrating in Daniel, that it is a worldview that can hold us in the direst of circumstances, when it seems like the world wins. Because we know the Book, we know that they do not. We know, Father, that You win and we tell You today that our allegiance is to the You. We thank You, Father, and we ask You, now, to help us to walk uprightly before You, to know our God, and thus be able to stand strong and to do exploits for You. 

In Jesus’ Holy Name we ask this

 Amen
Supplemental Information
Daniel Part I

Lesson 3
NOTE: These additional notes are not presented as a part of Kay Arthur’s excellent presentation, but are offered to you as a supplement to your studies, to widen your knowledge, and come from my own, and my wife’s studies.  ( T. Kenneth Lewis (
· On page 1, in the paragraph just below the quotation from Daniel 1:2a, Kay refers to “the pillars that were made as they stood between Mount Gerizim and Mount Ebal.” These two mountains were the mount of blessings, Gerizim, and the mount of cursings, Ebal, and first mentioned in Deuteronomy 11:29 and 27:12, when the Israelites received the instructions from Moses. The record of the actual event is recorded in Joshua 8 and Judges 9. Perhaps Kay was thinking of the twelve pillars Moses had set up before Mount Sinai, as recorded in Exodus 24.

· On page 3, just below the Genesis 3 quotation, Kay mispronounces the name Hammurabi. According to various sources, it is pronounced HAH-moo-RAH-bee.
· On page 3, under the heading NEBUCHADNEZZAR I: 1125-1103 B.C./B.C.E., Kay states that Nebuchadnezzar I reigned from 1125-1103 B.C/B.C.E. While searching the net, the years 1126-1104 B.C./B.C.E. were given at the following website:
http://www.livius.org/men-mh/mesopotamia/kings06.html
· On page 3, beneath the passage in Habakkuk, Kay asserts there was a king she calls “Merdachbaladan II.” However, research on the timeline on Mesopotamian kings at the following website:
http://www.livius.org/men-mh/mesopotamia/kings10.html
shows the king as Marduk-apla-iddina and give his reign as 721-710 B.C./B.C.E. and then 703-702 B.C./B.C.E. This series of eleven web pages is an excellent timeline covering the middle-eastern kingdoms of Mesopotamia, from 2335-522 B.C./B.C.E.
· On Page 4, in the paragraph beneath the quotation for Daniel 5:30, towards the bottom she claims “If I understand today and tomorrow, and look at it through a Biblical worldview, reading history through the spectacles of God’s Word, then (no matter what happens to my world) I can stand firm because I understand God.” This flies in the face of many theologians, one of whom (Abraham Heschel) stated, “God can be apprehended, but not comprehended.”
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