Daniel – Part I 

LIVING OUT A BIBLICAL WORLDVIEW
Lesson 4- Wayne Barber
Never Fear, History Has Already Been Written
Never fear, history has already been written.  as we begin our lesson today, particularly looking at Daniel chapter two, let's just begin with a word of prayer.

Father, we thank you so very much for the opportunity of knowing from Your Word that You're absolutely in control of everything.  And, Father, we just pray now that You'll take this time and our weakness be our strength and speak to us, Father.  Help us to realize that You're bigger than any problem we could ever have.  
In Jesus name.  Amen.

As we begin to look at chapter two in Daniel today, we want to remember that God is in control and that Daniel believes that God is in control.  As a matter of fact, in Daniel 1:8  he has purposed in this heart, he has made up his mind he will not defile himself.  He is going to honor the God that he knows is the one true God who is sovereignly in control.  
Have you ever bought a book and you started reading it, and perhaps it was a lengthy book.  and you got through several chapters and your curiosity got so strong that you wanted to look at the end of the book and read the last chapter just so you know how it all ends.  And you do that.  Of course the author who wrote it and finished it has already published the book.  It is done with him.  He knows the beginning and he knows the end.  But for us who have to read the book, you see, we can look ahead sometimes and see the end, we still have to finish reading the book.

It is kind of that way in what we're going to see in Daniel 2.  You see, God has already written history.  He knows exactly how it's going to end.  He started it.  He's going to finish it.  He is going to end as far as what we understand it to be in this world today.  And He reveals a panorama of history to Nebuchadnezzar in chapter two that is absolutely incredible.  But let's get into it.  Daniel 2 begins with the words:
Daniel 2:1 Now in the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar,
Now don't get bent out of shape.  The second year.  How can it be the second year?  I can hear the scholars, the liberal scholars in particular right now arguing, “You see there.  It cannot be the inspired Word of God.  There's an apparent contradiction there.  Because, you see, three years were required for Daniel and Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, and the other youths that were taken into captivity to be trained in the language of the Chaldeans.  And so they've already been put into service.  How can it be the second year?”  Remember the calendar dating they had.  You see kings would be counted as being in the first year of their official reign many times after they'd already been in power a year, year and a half.  Then they would say now they're in their first year.  So it is the second official year of Nebuchadnezzar of being king.  There is no contradiction there in chapter two verse one.

Well, Nebuchadnezzar is about to have a second visitation there from the God who is control of his whole kingdom.  Remember now, God has raised up Nebuchadnezzar to move in and to chasten God's on people, Judah.  And of course they're now over in captivity.  So therefore, He has raised up Nebuchadnezzar.  But Nebuchadnezzar doesn't seem to understand that.  Nebuchadnezzar thinks he has done it himself.  So the first time that God moves in Nebuchadnezzar's life is found in chapter two.  He has a dream.  It says:

Daniel 2:1 Nebuchadnezzar had dreams; and his spirit was troubled and his sleep left him. 
Now in verses two through seven, Nebuchadnezzar is going to call what I call the dingalings.  The wise men of the day.  Now who in the world has heard of wise men apart from God's wisdom?  But they were called wise men.  They would come in and try to interpret the dreams and they would be the ones to sort of soothe the king and his conscious because he was fearful of these dreams.  So he calls them in, and he says, “I want my dreams interpreted.  Man, I need to know.  Something is going on here.”  You know, everybody dreams.  Isn't it incredible that he can remember every detail of his dream, which shows you that God had something to do with that dream.  
Daniel 2:2-4 Then the king gave orders to call in the magicians, the conjurers, the sorcerers and the Chaldeans to tell the king his dreams. So they came in and stood before the king. The king said to them, "I had a dream and my spirit is anxious to understand the dream." Then the Chaldeans spoke to the king in Aramaic:
By the way, from verse four of chapter two to verse 28 of chapter seven it is written in Aramaic probably because the people of that land would not have understood Hebrew.  But anyway:
Daniel 2:4-7 Then the Chaldeans spoke to the king in Aramaic: "O king, live forever! Tell the dream to your servants, and we will declare the interpretation." The king replied to the Chaldeans, "The command from me is firm: if you do not make known to me the dream and its interpretation, you will be torn limb from limb and your houses will be made a rubbish heap. "But if you declare the dream and its interpretation, you will receive from me gifts and a reward and great honor; therefore declare to me the dream and its interpretation." They answered a second time and said, "Let the king tell the dream to his servants, and we will declare the interpretation."
Well these so-called wise men were not able to handle this dream.  And it became very apparent to the king and it irritated him.


Daniel 2:8-9 The king replied, "I know for certain that you are bargaining for time, inasmuch as you have seen that the command from me is firm, that if you do not make the dream known to me, there is only one decree for you For you have agreed together to speak lying and corrupt words before me until the situation is changed; therefore tell me the dream, that I may know that you can declare to me its interpretation."
 
Immediately these wise men began to stall for more time.  They came up with all kinds of stories.  All kinds of deceitful things and the king picked up on it.  It irritated the stew out of him.  He said now look if you can do it you go on and declare it.  I know you're scared to death, but you better do it.  You better tell me the interpretation.  Well, they had to answer him back.  And look at the excuses that they give.  Bless their sweet little old heart.


Daniel 2:10 The Chaldeans answered the king and said, "There is not a man on earth who could declare the matter for the king, inasmuch as no great king or ruler has ever asked anything like this of any magician, conjurer or Chaldean.
In other words, “Man, king, you're not being sensitive to us.  Don't you understand?  Nobody else has put this on their magicians and their wise men.  What are you doing to us?”  And then secondly they said:


Daniel 2:11 "Moreover, the thing which the king demands is difficult, and there is no one else who could declare it to the king except gods, whose dwelling place is not with mortal flesh."
I'm telling you these are two of the most measly excuses you'll ever find.  Here is God moving in king Nebuchadnezzar's life, and Nebuchadnezzar doesn't know God from a hole in the ground.  But he goes to his own people, his own men of human wisdom and tries to get them to interpret something that came from God.  and they tell him they're not able to communicate with the gods.  bless their little sweetheart.  Don't you feel sorry for them?  They can't communicate with their gods.  
You see, it is very difficult to communicate with a man-made God.  Aren't you grateful that we have a God that communicates with us?  We're going to find that with Daniel.  Brother, their gods were little g-o-d-s.  But our God, capital G-o-d, wants to communicate with us.  As a matter of fact, if we follow the scriptures from the Old to the New Testament He became flesh so that man could understand Him.  The word became flesh.  God wanted us to understand his heart and wants us now through Jesus Christ to walk in that intimacy of a relationship with him.  He’s not a God out there who can’t be touched and does not feel and cannot be communicated with.  But in Deuteronomy 4:7 a marvelous verse comes out.  It says:
Deuteronomy 4:7 For what great nation is there that has a God so near to it as is the LORD our God whenever we call on Him?

And in Amos 3:7 it says:
Amos 3:7 Surely the Lord GOD does nothing unless He reveals His secret counsel to His servants the prophets.
So we have a God that will communicate.  They had gods they could not touch and therefore could not help the king at all.  Well what happens?  The king in verse 11 through 13 follows through with what he said he is going to do:


Daniel 2:11-12 "Moreover, the thing which the king demands is difficult, --

We saw that in verse twelve.

--  Because of this the king became indignant and very furious and gave orders to destroy all the wise men of Babylon.  
Now this is going to present a problem.  In verse 28, let's say in chapter one, excuse me and verse 20 of chapter one it says:
Daniel 1:20 As for every matter of wisdom and understanding about which the king consulted them, -- 

Speaking of Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.
-- he found them ten times better than all the magicians and conjurers who were in all his realm.
So who were some of these wise men?  Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.  And when the king said all the wise men of the kingdom would be destroyed, they obviously were put into the same group.  So verse 13 says:


Daniel 2:13 So the decree went forth that the wise men should be slain; and they looked for Daniel and his friends to kill them.
Now, how do godly men respond in such adversity?  How would you respond?  Now here we are, perhaps a we're in a pagan land, we've been taken captive, we're honoring God, we already made our stand and our request before the king in chapter one.  We've eaten what God would tell us to eat.  We haven't violated His Word and His law in our life, and now because we're wise we're grouped into a bunch of other ding-dongs who are called wise men, and the king says we are all to be killed.  What would you do?  Well first of all, they don't panic.  They don't run.  What they do is very important.  And there are four things we see Daniel doing that is very helpful to us.
If you're ever caught in a situation and it's a dark situation and it's an impossible situation, here is how godliness responds.  It is a beautiful thing.  First of all, he responded with tact and dignity in verses 14 through 16.
Daniel 2:14-16 Then Daniel replied with discretion and discernment to Arioch,--
Now Arioch was the guy that the guy sent to put them to death.
-- the captain of the king's bodyguard, who had gone forth to slay the wise men of Babylon; he said to Arioch, the king's commander,--
Now he goes right to him with discernment and discretion which means with tact and with wisdom and with great taste.  One of the things that you notice about Daniel in every given situation, and also Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, is that they were never harsh nor brash, but when they did anything they did it with upmost taste, with upmost tact, and with tremendous wisdom as they approached these pagan people who knew nothing about their God.  You see, they could have told them a lot of things by their lips, but what they already told them with their life gave them an audience every single time they had to approach them.

So he approached this guy who had come to slain him.  He answered and said to Arioch, the kings commander:

"For what reason is the decree from the king so urgent?"
Daniel wanted to know why is it that you're going to kill all of us.  
Then Arioch informed Daniel about the matter. 

Told him about this dream and told him about the fact that the wise men could not interpret it.  
So Daniel went in and requested of the king 
Now, think with me for a second.  Had Daniel had any other kind of manner or disposition do you realize that he would have never been given an audience?  First of all, with the guy who was the commander to kill him and secondly, especially, with the king.  But he gets an audience with the king.  The king has already seen something in Daniel, and there's a respect already built up in the behavior that Daniel has had.

So Daniel went in and requested of the king that he would give him time--

Daniel really believed that God was going to give him the wisdom to interpret that dream. 
-- in order that he might declare the interpretation to the king. 

And so we see first of all, the first response, here it is, adversity.  Man, the guy is coming in to kill you.  And when he finds out the situation he does not panic.  He does not run.  He knows that his God is bigger than that king.  He's already seen it prove in chapter one when he made his request and God changed the king's heart.  So he goes and makes that request.  But the second thing he does I think is just as important.  Since Daniel believed that this God was bigger than his problem, then he turned to his God and depended upon Him.  He trusted Him in his hour of adversity.  He didn't go to other people.  He didn't seek out the wise counsel of those so-called wise men of that day as the king had done.  But he went to God.  He got his three friends, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, to pray with him.  You see, trust is verbalized by a little word called prayer.  In other words you can know how much you're trusting God by how much time you spend praying to God.  You know how much you're depending on God by your prayer life.  You verbalize that trust back to God in prayer.  So he goes to Daniel, or goes to his friends, verse 17:
Daniel 2:17-18 Then Daniel went to his house and informed his friends, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah,--
Of course Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.


-- about the matter, so that they might request compassion from the God of heaven concerning this mystery, so that Daniel and his friends would not be destroyed with the rest of the wise men of Babylon. 

It's a beautiful thing here.  We can communicate with our God.  That is what prayer is all about. Here are these wise men, they couldn't communicate with gods, but Daniel and his friends know they can get in touch with the living God.  And he asks his friends to pray with him.  He didn't panic.  He didn't run.  He trusted the Lord.  
So first of all, he responds with tact and with taste.  With great wisdom he makes his approach to the commander and chief.  
Secondly, he turned towards God and he trusted God by praying and getting others to pray for him.  
And thirdly, God answered him and when God answered him he immediately praised the Lord.  Not like the ten lepers when only one returned and thanked the Lord for healing him.  But he turned and he praised the Lord.  He was grateful for what God had done.  Verse 19:
Daniel 2:19 Then the mystery was revealed to Daniel in a night vision. Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven; 
Daniel answered and said, and there are seven things he brings out in this precious prayer.  And the word blessed there means he spoke well of God.  When we ask God to bless our food we would be asking Him to speak well of it.  What does God do when He speaks?  He creates.  And when He creates it's good.  He speaks well of it.  Well it's the same basic idea in the Hebrew.  He blessed God.  He spoke good things about God.  Not as if he was God, but to God and for what God had done.  And there were seven things there.  First of all, look what he says:
Daniel 2:20-22"Let the name of God be blessed forever and ever, 

Then he says, 

for wisdom and power belongs to Him.

Not to wise men, not to conjurers, not to these kinds of people.  But real wisdom and real power belongs to God.   The second thing he praises Him for and blesses Him with he says:
"It is He who changes the times and the epochs;  

You see, God is in charge of all the ages of history.  It is God who moves men as pawns on a chest board.  And then thirdly, 

 He removes kings and establishes kings; 

This is the message God is trying to get across to Nebuchadnezzar.  Nebuchadnezzar has taken his people under his captivity, but brother only because God wanted to purify his people.  Nebuchadnezzar was not a self-made man.  God had raised him up to be used in a particular hour for his own purpose.  And then fourthly, 

He gives wisdom to wise men and knowledge to men of understanding.   

It is God who gives wisdom and knowledge.  And fifthly,

"It is He who reveals the profound and hidden things; 

You see the things that cannot be understood such as the dream of the king.  Only God would reveal that.  And then the sixth thing, 

He knows what is in the darkness, 
He knows what is in the darkness, that with which we cannot see into.  And the seventh thing, 

and the light dwells with Him.  
And so we see this godly man in the face of great adversity, facing death because of the fact that all the wise men were going to be slain.  We see him willing and bold to approach the commander in chief that was going to kill him with tactfulness and with taste and with great wisdom.  Great character in Daniel.  But not only that, we see him immediately calling for prayer and turning to God in prayer.  And then when God has come through we see him very quickly praising the Lord for he recognizes that all the good that is taking place God is doing it.  Not Daniel.  He gives the credit back to God.  
And then finely the fourth thing he does, he accepts no credit whatsoever.  He gives all recognition back to God.  Verse 26 through verse 28:
Daniel 2:26 The king said to Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, --
You see in verse 24, we left out two verses, and 25.  He finally comes before the king.  He's got the answer.  In a night vision the Lord revealed the dream to Daniel.  Now Daniel is coming back to the king.  He's going to tell him what his dream and he's going to give his interpretation.
The king said to Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar,-- 
Are you able?  He had the perfect opportunity to take what God had revealed to him, but to take credit for it and do it as if he had come up with it himself.  But what does Daniel do?  No, sir.  He doesn't take any recognition for himself.  Verse 27:
Daniel 2:27 Daniel answered before the king and said, "As for the mystery about which the king has inquired, neither wise men, conjurers, magicians nor diviners are able to declare it to the king.
There's no man on this earth who is able to do this.  However he says.  Hot dog.  Nebuchadnezzar is now going to hear about his God.
Daniel 2:28 there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries, and He has made known to King Nebuchadnezzar what will take place in the latter days. 

You see, the kings of that day thought they were the kings of the whole earth.  And they thought, I guess, they could live forever.  Knowing in the back of their minds that some other king would come and dominate them and would be won battle after another battle after another battle. But God wanted Nebuchadnezzar know, “I'm the One who is King over all the earth.  and I'm going to show you, Nebuchadnezzar, that history has already been written.”  
The panorama of history that is revealed in the dream of Nebuchadnezzar is incredible.  When why God chose Nebuchadnezzar I don't know, and you don't know, and nobody else knows.  Perhaps because he thought that he had really conquered the people of their God -- the people of Judah.  Maybe he thought that he had really done something by conquering Judah.  And God brought him down, friend, so quickly to understand, “Not only have you not done anything, but, friend, I've controlled all of history and I want to show you how the age is going to come to an end in the latter days.  This was your dream and the vision in your mind while on your bed.”  
So we see then the four responses of a person who is godly in the face of adversity.  They don't panic.  They don't run away.  And they certainly don't turn to men for their wisdom and their answers as king Nebuchadnezzar did.  No, sir.  But they made a request.  They were put on the spot and first of all, with tactfulness and tastefulness they went with wisdom and great character to approach those in authority.  They did not live a lifestyle that would repulse the king.  They lived a lifestyle that would be acceptable unto him.

But then secondly, they so believed God that He was bigger than their problem that they turned to Him in prayer.  And then thirdly, they blessed Him and praised Him when He answered them.  And fourthly, they never took any credit for what happened.  They gave all the glory and recognition back to God.

Now, God is the God of history.  And we're going to see this in the dream and its interpretation in this panorama of history that comes in these next verses.  And I've really been looking forward to getting to these verses.  So let's take a peek.  Let's pull back the curtain and let's just see what history is going to be like.  We're reading the book.  Let’s go read the last chapter.  Let's just see what God has to say about the latter days, how it's all going to come to an end.  Even though we've still got to live in between the gaps here, let's at least read the last chapter.  That's what he allows us to do in these verses.  Now first of all, the dream.  It says there in verse 31:


Daniel 2:31 You, O king, were looking and behold, there was a single great statue;
Now, I can't draw a statue.  I wanted somebody to draw this for me, but they weren't around to do it, okay?  So here is a statue.  And it's going to be interesting.  There is the head of the statue.  And we're going to say it probably had armor on it, you know, and a great thing.  And you see the shoulders and the arms.  That's a little bit different.  Okay.  And it comes down.  You have the waist and then you have the legs.  Then you have the feet.  And then you have toes.
First of all, now, the dream.  They saw the statue and in verse 31 through 33, he talks about the head.  The head was gold.  Let's read that together, verse 32:
Daniel 2:32"The head of that statue was made of fine gold, its breast 
In other words the upper torso here, 
and its arms 
on both sides, that was silver.  That part was silver.  And then it goes on and says in verse 32:

its belly and its thighs of bronze,
Cover about this area right here and up.  All of this right here was bronze.  And then it says in 
verse 33 :

Daniel 2:33 its legs of iron, 
Its legs and feet were iron.  And then it talks about in verse 34 something else.  And this is really, to me, very interesting.  
Daniel 2:34 "You continued looking until a stone was 
Do you know who that stone is or what that stone is?  
stone was cut out without hands, and it struck the statue on its feet of iron and clay and crushed them. 
In other words the feet here were iron and clay.  A mixture.  Iron and clay.  Now, the stone was made -- a stone was made and it struck on the feet.  Both feet and it crushed the feet and therefore all of it was crushed.  Verse 35 says:

Daniel 2:35 35"Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver and the gold were crushed all at the same time --
That's interesting.  All at the same time.
and became like chaff from the summer threshing floors; and the wind carried them away so that not a trace of them was found But the stone that struck the statue became a great mountain and filled the whole earth. 
Now, that is so, so important.  Remember back in verse 28, the latter days, the latter days, the latter days.  Since when have you seen anything like this take place on the face of this earth?  Friend, you haven't.  He's jumping way ahead.  And this is the way you have to read Daniel chapter two.  He goes in the future, but he jumps way -- he takes a leap even beyond where you and I are living right now.  
Now, let's go on.  Let's look at the interpretation.  Okay?  In verses 36 through verses 38.  First of all, we see the head.  Now what does the head represent?  Verse 36 says:


Daniel 2:36-38 "This was the dream; now we will tell its interpretation before the king."You, O king, are the king of kings, to whom the God of heaven has given the kingdom, the power, the strength and the glory; and wherever the sons of men dwell, or the beasts of the field, or the birds of the sky, He has given them into your hand and has caused you to rule over them all. You are the head of gold.
And so, therefore, we have Babylon is the head of gold.  So that's right where they were living right there.  Nebuchadnezzar was the head of gold.  And maybe we ought to take the smile off of his face when he hears the rest of the interpretation.  He is the head of gold.  
Now, if you want to put some dates on that.  That would be around 612, somewhere around that -- remember Nebuchadnezzar 605 -- but 612, somewhere like that, to around 538 or 539 BC.  This is Babylon.  This is where they reigned.  This is when their kingdom was there.   Now why was it called a kingdom of gold, or why was gold to represent them?  Do you realize that history tells us, and this is secular history, that Babylon used more gold than any empire ever known in the history of all nations when it came to building its temples.  As a matter of fact, Marduk, the god that they had there, the chief god, was called the god of gold and Babylon was called Golden Babylon.  Even in secular history books.  So therefore the interpretation here is that the head of gold is Babylon.

Well, let's go to the upper torso.  The silver.  What was that?  Well we know that there was a kingdom that came in right in after Nebuchadnezzar, or the Babylons lost their kingdom.  And it was the Medes and the Persians.  And we see that in Daniel.  The Medes and the Persians.  Cyrus had united these two countries together.  The Medes and the Persians.  And I guess that's why they have the arms, because it's two kingdoms into one.  And it says there in verse 38.  Let's see -- verse 39, excuse me:


Daniel 2:39"After you there will arise another kingdom 
Now watch this.
inferior to you,
 Now why would it be inferior?  Because it's two kingdoms in one.  Anytime you take two things, mesh them together, and try to make one out of it, it will be weaker than if you had one thing that was solid.  So it's going to be inferior to Babylon.  It's not be the strength that Babylon had because it's a mixture here of two kingdoms united together as one.  Why is it silver?  Well I don't know, but history tells us that the Medes and the Persians had probably the greatest financial system of any of the empires of that time.  They even made roads then so that people could get to the houses of the different ones to collect taxes.  They had a tremendous taxation system and a tremendous organization when it came to financial matters.  Maybe that's why it's the silver.  But however we know from history it is the Medes and the Persians.  Then in verse 39b he mentions another one.  He says:
Daniel 2:39b then another third kingdom of bronze, which will rule over all the earth. 
Now you'll see all of this later on, but the kingdom of bronze is Greece.  And you wonder why it has two branches here and how it comes down into the thighs.  Well, you know that Alexander the Great was the Greek that conquered the Medes and the Persians and really conquered much of the known world at that time.  When he died suddenly, four kings took over his kingdom.  Out of those four, only two of them became powers and I think that's why you have the branch off here of both sides.  Why is it the kingdom of bronze?  Well I don't know that either.  Except that history tells us they were the first ones to come up with bronze weapons and all of history would record that.  First people to ever make bronze weapons out of bronze.  And so there was Greece.  
Now let's go back and let me give you some dates on these things all right?  Now we have up here, 612 to 538 or 539 BC.  So let's just start it.  538 or 9, remember we're going backwards here in time.  Let's go down to 331 or 2 BC for the Medes and the Persians and then for Greece 331 or 2 BC.  Down to 146 BC.  That's sort of a timeline that we can go by.  
Now the last kingdom that we have not even looked at, haven't even touched in any of our lessons is the kingdom that all of us should know what it should be.  It would be Rome.  It was Rome who defeated Greece.  And so Rome would be from about 146 BC, now watch this folks, to 500 AD.  It was a tremendous power.  And of course iron is the picture of that which can crush bronze.  And certainly to crush bronze it did.  It made its weapons out of iron and the iron weapons were able to crush the weapons of bronze.  
So therefore we have four kingdoms.  But there's an interesting thing that begins to happen right now.  And this is the part to me that gets really good.  
And by the way why is it that there were two legs here of iron?  It is because when Constantine was ruling, he divided Rome into the eastern division and the western division so there were two divisions of Rome that came about in that day.

But what about the feet of iron and clay.  Something is going to happen right here that takes a tremendous gigantic leap into the future.  Even beyond or perhaps during the time that we're living now.  

Let's look at the verses and let's see.  Verse 41.  Now, let's go back to verse 40.  
Daniel 2:40 "There will be a fourth kingdom as strong as iron; inasmuch as iron crushes and shatters all things, so, like iron that breaks in pieces, it will crush and break all these in pieces. 

So this iron kingdom comes in, buddy, and crushes down the kingdom of Greece and takes over.  And for a long period of time it is the kingdom on the face of this earth.  The kingdom of Rome.  But look in verse 41:
Daniel 2:41"In that you saw the feet and toes, partly of potter's clay and partly of iron, it will be a divided kingdom; --

We know that already 
-- but it will have in it the toughness of iron, inasmuch as you saw the iron mixed with common clay. 

Now common clay there is baked clay, that which is real brittle.  So there was going to be sort of a brittle characteristic here to the strength of this kingdom he's talking about right now.  Let's go on now.  
Daniel 4:42-43"As the toes of the feet --
Now what are the toes of the feet?  
"As the toes of the feet were partly of iron and partly of pottery, so some of the kingdom will be strong and part of it will be brittle. "And in that you saw the iron mixed with common clay, they will combine with one another in the seed of men;

In other words these are kingdoms of men.
but they will not adhere to one another, --
You see clay and iron don't adhere.

-- even as iron does not combine with pottery. 
But the next verse gives us a clue to what he's talking about.
Daniel 2:44"In the days of those kings – 

Now wait a minute.  He's talking about the toes.  And he's talking about the fact that iron and clay don't really adhere to one another.  So somehow there are ten kingdoms because when he said the kings, those kings, when it says kings he is actually talking about kingdoms.  There are five toes and there are five toes over here which makes ten kingdoms or ten kings which are loosely together.  In other words, just like toes are spread out.  It's not like they are united.  They are together, but they're not together.  They're entities of themselves and yet they're look upon as one common kingdom.  Ten kingdoms into one, but very loosely federated with the other kingdoms.  

Now, what in the world is he talking about?  Do you realize when you look at those kingdoms and you see Rome, and then you see these other things coming out, there have never been in the history of man ten kingdoms like this combined together loosely federated and yet looked upon as one kingdom.  What in the world could he be talking about?  Well in verse 44:

Daniel 2:44"In the days of those kings --
Whenever these kingdoms will come about.  Whenever ten nations or ten kingdoms will come together, be looked upon as one kingdom, but not be totally united; however, perhaps economically bound together.  Whenever that takes place.

-- In the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which will never be destroyed, and that kingdom will not be left for another people; 

In other words nobody can come in and conquer that kingdom.  There will not be any kingdoms left to do it.  
it will crush and put an end to all these kingdoms, but it will itself endure forever. 

Now what kingdom do you think that is?  Well, let's go back.  What do you think the stone is?  Who do you think that stone is?  Out of the mountain, who do you think the stone is that will crush those ten kingdoms.  And when those ten kingdoms are crushed, all kingdoms are gone and not a trace of them can be found.  And this one kingdom will be set up.  It will fill the upmost part of this earth and it will be an everlasting kingdom.  Of course it is my strong, strong personal belief that that's the millennial kingdom.  And we don't want to get too far into Daniel, which is first the first two.  And when we get to chapter seven you'll remember those ten toes.  They will come back and the picture will get clearer and clearer and clearer and clearer.  
History has already been written.  And remember a man named Daniel who of his obedience God revealed to him this panorama of history that was in a dream that Nebuchadnezzar had.  If Daniel had not obeyed the Lord, if Daniel had not been honest the Lord and honorable to the Lord than God would never have given us what we have to look at now and know the end of time.  
Well verse 46 shows the conclusion to the story:  
Daniel 2:46-49 Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell on his face and did homage to Daniel, and gave orders to present to him an offering and fragrant incense.  The king answered Daniel and said, "Surely your God is a God of gods and a Lord of kings and a revealer of mysteries, since you have been able to reveal this mystery. Then the king promoted Daniel and gave him many great gifts, and he made him ruler over the whole province of Babylon and 
I like this.  

chief prefect over all the wise men of Babylon.
He is the head knocker over all of the wise men.  

And Daniel made request of the king, and he appointed Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego over the administration of the province of Babylon, while Daniel was at the king's court. 

We don't want to go too fast, too far too fast.  Perhaps us getting too much into those ten toes was not a good idea at this point.  But start thinking about it anyway.  Start thinking about what do those ten toes represent.  In the days of those kings, that's when you're going to see the new kingdom set up.  The rest of them are going to be washed off the face of this earth.  There’s not a trace of them are going to be found.  His kingdom will fill the whole earth.  Well let's pray together.

Father, we thank You so much that we can see so much in Your Word.  And, Lord, we thank You for this marvelous dream that you gave to Nebuchadnezzar.  Thank You for Daniel who gives interpretation.  Now, Father, we're at a very difficult point in time.  A very crisis point.  Lord, we need to have the illumination of Your Spirit.  We need to have understanding that only You can give to us.  We realize, Father, that those ten toes had not taken place during that time, didn't take place during that time, and far as we understand from history has never taken place.  And, Father, help us to be discerning.  Help us, Father, to be alert and aware and realizing that, Father, if this is what we think it might be in these days then, Lord, you could come at any moment.  And, Father, may we be ready and may we be found believing You are bigger than anything we ever faced.  We thank You and we love You.

In Jesus name. Amen.
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