 Daniel – Part I
Lesson 4
Living Out A Biblical Worldview
Oh God, When Is Your Kingdom Coming?
[Kay asks,] Have we ever wondered, “God, when is Your kingdom coming? When is Your Son going to return? I have prayed and I have waited and I have heard that He is coming. And yet it seems like that is never going to happen because, God, they have been waiting for Him to return almost since He left. Paul was expecting Him and it has not happened. And the saints down through the ages, when they opened the Word of God and read about the coming of Your Son, and the establishment of Your kingdom, they were waiting, and it still has not happened. What is going on? Is He coming? And what will it be like when He comes because He is coming, because He said He would.”
Kay asks us to stand up, open our Bibles to Matthew 6, and she wants to read to us and wants us to say it with her, even though our versions may be different than hers. But, when we get to “forgive us our debts,” (it is our debts, instead of “our trespasses” in this particular translation), she wants us to read the Lord’s prayer as we begin this lesson in Daniel.

Matthew 6:9-13   9 "Pray, then, in this way: 'Our Father who is in heaven, Hallowed be Your name.  10 'Your kingdom come. Your will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.  11 'Give us this day our daily bread.  12 'And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.  13 'And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.'
Amen means “so be it.” This is the prayer Kay used to pray every single Sunday when she went to church because she was raise in the denomination that had a set form of service. Every Sunday, she would pray the Lord’s prayer: 'Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come.’   She would pray it and yet she never, ever knew or realized that someday, God would reign upon the earth. She never heard that Jesus Christ was going to come back again and that He was going to set up His kingdom. All those years she prayed that prayer, stand and recite it, look around and see what was going on, and who was wearing what. In those days, they wore hats and gloves, and it was really fun, and really nice. She would look to see if there were any new guys so she could set her hat for them. She would pray it and yet she would not understand what it meant. Kay asks if we realize that prayer we just prayed, which is a way to pray, is a prayer we say, sing, and pray in church services: 'Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come.’   She asks if we realize, in Daniel 2, we have found out when His kingdom is coming. 
We can know that the situation, as laid out for us in Daniel 2, will tell us that His kingdom is about to come and His will is about to “be done on earth as it is in heaven.” Kay wants us to take what we have read in Matthew, from the lips of Jesus, and she wants us to back to Daniel 2 and look at what God is telling us because it is to absolutely exciting. But, it is also absolutely liberating.  
I Corinthians 15:50-54   50 Now I say this, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.  51 Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed,  52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.  53 For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality.  54 But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will have put on immortality, then will come about the saying that is written, "DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP in victory.
I Thessalonians 4:13-18   13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, so that you will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope.  14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus.  15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep.  16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  17 Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord.  18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.
Yes, Jesus is going to come and take His own off of this earth and this mortal will put on immortality, this corruptible will put on incorruptibility. Yes, He is going to come and the trumpet is going to sound and the dead in Christ are going to be raised. And we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them to meet the Lord in the air. That is coming. 

But after that, Jesus is going to set up His kingdom. We are looking, not at what we call the rapture, or the “great snatch” (which is what the Greek word harpazo means), the great “catching up.” But we are looking at the establishment of the kingdom of God on earth, when 
Philippians 2:10b-11  10b EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  11 and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
Once again, may this lesson cause us to say, “Allegiance to the King!” as we cry out to God, for His kingdom to come and His will to be done. 
Daniel 2:1-4b  1 Now in the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuchadnezzar had dreams; and his spirit was troubled and his sleep left him.  2 Then the king gave orders to call in the magicians, the conjurers, the sorcerers and the Chaldeans, to tell the king his dreams. So they came in and stood before the king.  3 And the king said to them, "I had a dream, and my spirit is anxious to understand the dream."  4 Then the Chaldeans spoke to the king in Aramaic:
Chapters 2 through 7 are written in Aramaic. This is the language the Chaldeans were speaking. Daniel 1 is in Hebrew; chapters 2 through 7 are in Aramaic. So he is going to relate it to us, and the Bible is written in Hebrew, Aramaic and Koine Greek, the common Greek language.
Daniel 2:4-5   4 Then the Chaldeans spoke to the king in Aramaic: "O king, live forever! Tell the dream to your servants, and we will declare the interpretation."  5 The king answered and said to the Chaldeans, "The command from me is firm: if you do not make known to me the dream and its interpretation, you will be torn limb from limb, and your houses will be made a rubbish heap.”
He really holds them in high esteem, doesn’t he? In other words, he is saying, “Listen. I want to know what I dreamt and I want you to tell me what it means. He goes on to say,
Daniel 2:6-9  6 "But if you declare the dream and its interpretation, you will receive from me gifts and a reward and great honor; therefore declare to me the dream and its interpretation."  7 They answered a second time and said, "Let the king tell the dream to his servants, and we will declare the interpretation."  8 The king answered and said, "I know for certain that you are bargaining for time, inasmuch as you have seen that the command from me is firm,  9 that if you do not make the dream known to me, there is only one decree for you. For you have agreed together to speak lying and corrupt words before me until the situation is changed; therefore tell me the dream, that I may know that you can declare to me its interpretation."
He is saying, “You are the wise men, the magicians, the sorcerers, the conjurers, the ones that have all this wisdom. Now, I want you to tell me what I dreamt, and then tell me its interpretation.” We can understand their frustration because they are used to interpreting dreams, not telling somebody what they dreamt. But, he wants to hear his dream because he wants to make sure that these men are not putting him on. This must have been quite a dream.
Daniel 2:10-13  10 The Chaldeans answered the king and said, "There is not a man on earth who could declare the matter for the king, inasmuch as no great king or ruler has ever asked anything like this of any magician, conjurer or Chaldean.  11 "Moreover, the thing which the king demands is difficult, and there is no one else who could declare it to the king except gods, whose dwelling place is not with mortal flesh."  12 Because of this the king became indignant and very furious, and gave orders to destroy all the wise men of Babylon.  13 So the decree went forth that the wise men should be slain; and they looked for Daniel and his friends to kill them.
We might say, “But, wait a minute. If King Nebuchadnezzar is calling all the wise men, all the magicians, and all the conjurers to come, why isn’t Daniel there?” Kay asks what year this is happening and when the king has this dream: in the second year of his reign. In the first year of his reign he besieges Jerusalem and brings home Daniel and Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego. But they are in training for three years, so they do not even know what is going on. And yet they are part of this group. Not only are the wise men, magicians, conjurers and the Chaldeans that are standing before the king going to die, but so is every other person in that school going to die, because those wise men say, “No  other king on the face of this earth would ask what you are asking. We interpret,  but we do not know what you dream. No one, except the gods, could tell you what  you dream, and they do not dwell with men.” 
Just think about what is going on. We have some Jewish guys who have been taken captive, along with the articles of the Jewish guys’ God’s temple. They brought those to Babylon, and they have set them in the temple of their god because they have just conquered, and they believe, by the power of their god, they have just conquered the Hebrews, and in conquering the Hebrews, their God was unable to defend them. So her is Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego, and here they are, away at school, and they are there as captives. They are noble, fine, good looking; they have been tested and have been found to be very, very wise and they are in this school. Yet, they are the ones that have been defeated. 

Kay wants us to see that they are standing among a group of people that have a whole bunch of gods. They have gods for everything. The Babylonians had a lot of gods. There gods were gods according to their needs and according to their fears. Kay wants to tell us about several of their gods. Understanding their gods and their worship, and understanding their understanding, that no one but the gods could tell Nebuchadnezzar his dream. But, their gods do not dwell with men. What we see is that they have gods up there, but there is a disconnect between their god and them. It is a god that they fear. It is a god that to whom they call to take care of certain situations, and yet there is no intimate relationship with their god. By the way, if we have ever witnessed to Muslims, one of the things we will find out is that there is no intimate relationship between them and Allah. They would not dream of calling him father. They do not understand an intimacy  like we have, so that we can pray as Jesus told us to pray, “Our Father, who art in heaven. Hallowed be thy name.” We want Your kingdom to come. We want Your will to be done, on earth, like Your will is being done in heaven. And we are asking you to give us our daily bread. We are asking You to forgive us our trespasses. We are asking You to keep us from temptation. We are telling You that we know that Yours is the kingdom, the power and the glory forever and ever. We see this connection between Your kingdom and us on earth. What were the Babylonian gods like?
The Babylonian gods

· Marduk: the national god of Babylon
The major Babylonian god was Marduk and he was the national god of the Babylonians. He was a solar god with four eyes, four ears, and he breathed fire. His symbol was the symbol of a dragon. He got to power when he defeated Apsu. 

· Apsu: the god of the underworld ocean

Marduk defeated Apsu, the god of the underworld ocean. 

· Tiamat: the chief god of Babylon

Marduk killed Tiamat, in order to gain leadership of the gods. Here he is the chief god of Babylon and he is the chief of the gods. To get that way, one god had to kill another god. That tells us that the [Babylonian] gods are not eternal—they are temporal. And it tells us that one god is stronger than another god. Apsu’s wife was Tiamat, the embodiment of primeval chaos. Her body was cut up in pieces and it became the sky and the earth. So we are standing on her. According to them, this is what happened. Kay asks if we see what is going on in their minds, and if we see the difference between what they are worshipping and the God that Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego are worshipping. 
· Anu: the god of the highest heaven
The next god Kay wants us to understand (when we get to Daniel 4) is Anu the god of the highest heaven. He was derived from the Sumerian Ana, which means “heaven.” In the last lesson, Kay told us how Babylon evolved, in a sense, as a nation. They were the Sumerians, at one time. He is the highest deity of the visible sky and the invisible heaven. Therefore, this god carries the idea of transcendence. The text says no one could tell the king what the dream was except the gods who dwell in heaven. They are not here. So they are thinking Anu and the others. Then Anu has a son and his name is Ea.
· Ea: the god of water, wisdom, and incantations
Ea is the god of water, the god of wisdom, and the god of incantations. If he is the god of wisdom, would you not think that he would know what the dream was? But after all, remember, he dwells in the heavens and not on the earth. So how are they going to connect with this? He is a god that helped in the creation of man. Ea is the father of Marduk. 
There is one last god Kay picked to tell us about because she thinks we ought to know about him, because he does not seem like he is doing his job. 

· Nusku: the great messenger of the gods

Nusku was the great messenger of the gods. Kay asks why he did not show up for those magicians, conjurers and Chaldeans. She wonders why this great messenger of the gods, did not get the information, find out what the dream was and get it to the people so that they would not be put to death. He did not do this because he did not exist. He was a figment of man’s imagination. There is One God and there is only One and His name is [YHWH].  
We have a great dilemma, a crisis. We have a king and a dilemma. We have men in crisis because the men cannot tell the king what he dreamt and what it means. So, it is like Alice In Wonderland. “Off with her head. Off with her head. Put ‘em all to death.” And so, this is what happens.
Daniel 2:13   13 So the decree went forth that the wise men should be slain; and they looked for Daniel and his friends to kill them.
They went to the schools to find them all because the king has said, in essence, “Off with their head.”
Daniel 2:14    14 Then Daniel replied with discretion and discernment to Arioch, the captain of the king's bodyguard, who had gone forth to slay the wise men of Babylon;
They are just going up. They are not going to get them together and say, “Hey! These wise men couldn’t do it, but if you’ll come up with the dream, maybe you save their skin!” No. He has just gone. Arioch is the captain of the king’s bodyguard and he is going to put them all to death. So there he is and all of a sudden he is stopped by a man who acts with discernment and discretion. We will want to watch Daniel because we need to be Daniels for these times, these epochs, these points in history. We need to dare to be a Daniel. We should learn what we can from him. This is what happened. And
Daniel 2:15  15 he said to Arioch, the king's commander, "For what reason is the decree from the king so urgent?" Then Arioch informed Daniel about the matter.  
What we know is, “Hey, listen! This is what is going to happen right away.” This was urgent.
Daniel 2:16a  16a So Daniel went in and requested of the king that he would give him time,
He replied with discretion; he did it with discernment; but what he does is get to the king (how he does it Kay does not know) but he goes in to the king and he gets permission for time. 
Daniel 2:16  16 So Daniel went in and requested of the king that he would give him time ,in order that he might declare the interpretation to the king.
Now, just stop and think about that. Think about that step of faith. Think about that connection with God. His God is not a god that is impotent, that wars with other gods and loses. Daniel knows that he worships the One and True and Only God, that He is the LORD, as God says through Isaiah, the prophet,
Isaiah 45:5   5 "I am the LORD, and there is no other; Besides Me there is no God.”
And he has confidence in his God. Such confidence in his God that he can go before the king and he can say to the king, “Now, king, . . .  I will tell you the interpretation if you will just give me time.” Kay believes that is the only thing that could have bought him time: “I will give you the interpretation.” This is confidence in God. This is a confidence that we need so that we, the people who know their God 
Daniel 11: 32b  32b  but the people who know their God will display strength and take action.
And here he is in the midst of conflict, will be able to stand firm and will be able to take action, and that is what he is saying. “Give me time and I will tell you the interpretation.” He is going to go to God.
Kay asks what we do when we have a question, when we have a dilemma, when we are in a crisis situation and we do not know how to handle it, when our world is falling apart. ASA is famous for cancelling its flights, and so Kay was “stuck, this past Sunday” and she could not get home because they cancelled her flight, and the next flight she is on is late. Finally, she gets home and it is late, she is tired, and she has had an exciting, outstanding weekend of speaking. She saw God move and 36 people came to know Christ. They indicated it was exciting. Now, the adrenalin is gone and she is tired, unpacking, and the phone rings. She picks up the phone and it is a dear friend of hers, a woman who is 82 and lost her husband of 52 years, who tells Kay she is falling apart. They begin to talk and she said, “I know you are busy and everything.” 

Kay said, “I’m never too busy for you. This is what the body of Jesus Christ is all about.” 

She said, “I called so that you would tell me that I needed to straighten up. I called because I knew that you would bring me back to the Word.”
Kay said, “It’s the Word you know.”

She said, “Yes. But I need to hear it from you. I need to be told the truth.” And this is what Daniel is going to get. He is going to get truth from God, and that is what we are doing if we study together. Kay is proud of us. We are going the extra mile. She does not think so, but everybody else does. We are doing in-depth study. Kay thinks it is the expected mile. She knows that God is going to reward us, greatly, as a result of it.
Daniel is going to be rewarded because Daniel has had this relationship with God, and we know that it is a relationship where God has priority because Daniel refused to eat the king’s food, because Daniel comes into this kingdom and looks like a loser. In the midst of this worldview, Daniel holds on to a Biblical worldview and does not compromise. 
Daniel 2:17-18a   17 Then Daniel went to his house and informed his friends, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah, about the matter,  18a so that they might request compassion from the God of heaven
The Babylonians think the God of heaven is Anu, but it is not Anu. It is [YHWH]. So they
Daniel 2:18  18  request compassion from the God of heaven concerning this mystery, so that Daniel and his friends would not be destroyed with the rest of the wise men of Babylon.
We find Daniel has a difficult situation and he is confident that God has the answer to that difficult situation. From the depth and the loneliness of being absent from a spouse with whom we have lived for a number of years, to whatever we are going through, God is there. God has the answer. God has the solution and that is where we need to run. And that is where he runs, in prayer, seeking compassion from God. 
Daniel 2:19  19 Then the mystery was revealed to Daniel
So many times we want the answer, but we do not want to pay the price to get the answer. First, we have prayer in verse 17, and then in verse 19 we have revelation 

This is the way it happens in life. He is not a God Who is far off. He is not a God Who is deaf and cannot hear. 
 Psalm 139:7-10   7 Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence?  8 If I ascend to heaven, You are there; If I make my bed in Sheol, behold, You are there.  9 If I take the wings of the dawn, If I dwell in the remotest part of the sea,  10 Even there Your hand will lead me, And Your right hand will lay hold of me.
Isaiah 59:1  1 Behold, the LORD'S hand is not so short That it cannot save; Nor is His ear so dull That it cannot hear.
His hand is not short that He cannot rescue. So we need to run to Him, and as we run to Him and as we seek Him, we find our answers. Yet, what we do when we hit a tragedy, or a difficult situation, we try to figure out how to get out of it. Daniel could have gone and said, “Hey, listen. I have bought a sign, but you and I have got to figure out a way to escape out of this thing because we are about to get it.” No, he goes to God.
Daniel 2:19-20   19 Then the mystery was revealed to Daniel in a night vision. Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven;   20 Daniel said, "Let the name of God be blessed forever and ever, For wisdom and power belong to Him.”

He has the right God, the only God, and he is connected to Him. These other gods are fighting amongst themselves, killing one another, overcoming one another, chopping up bodies and making the sky and the earth. All God had to do was speak and it came into existence. 
Daniel 2:21-23a  21 "It is He who changes the times and the epochs; He removes kings and establishes kings; He gives wisdom to wise men And knowledge to men of understanding.  22 "It is He who reveals the profound and hidden things; He knows what is in the darkness, And the light dwells with Him.  23a "To You, O God of my fathers,
He is the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. All these years, Daniel has seen that He is true to His Name, true to what he has read and studied in the Torah. We know He is the Man of the Book, and if we do not know, we will find out if we do not see it already in Daniel 9. It goes on to say,
Daniel 2:23  2a "To You, O God of my fathers, I give thanks and praise, For You have given me wisdom and power; Even now You have made known to me what we requested of You, For You have made known to us the king's matter."
When we do not know what to do, we must get on our knees and stay communing with God until we get the answer, because it will come. It may not come right away, but Kay guarantees that it will come because God wants us to know His will. He says,  
Romans 12:1-2  1 Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.  2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.
Daniel 2:23-24a   23 "To You, O God of my fathers, I give thanks and praise, For You have given me wisdom and power; Even now You have made known to me what we requested of You, For You have made known to us the king's matter."  24a Therefore, Daniel went in to Arioch, whom the king had appointed to destroy the wise men of Babylon; he went and spoke to him as follows: "Do not destroy the wise men of Babylon!
That is really gracious! He could say, “Wipe them all out. We’ve got the answer!” He could have promoted himself in this situation, but he did not. Watch the character of this man. He says,
Daniel 2:24b-28a   24b “Take me into the king's presence, and I will declare the interpretation to the king."   25 Then Arioch hurriedly brought Daniel into the king's presence and spoke to him as follows: "I have found a man among the exiles from Judah who can make the interpretation known to the king!"  26 The king said to Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, "Are you able to make known to me the dream which I have seen and its interpretation?"  27 Daniel answered before the king and said, "As for the mystery about which the king has inquired, neither wise men, conjurers, magicians nor diviners are able to declare it to the king.  28a "However, there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries, and He has made known to King Nebuchadnezzar what will take place in the latter days.”

literally, “at the time of the end.” God, in heaven, is revealing /giving a dream to a lost man and telling the interpretation so that he might know what will take place at the end of days/at the future.
Daniel 2:28b-29a   28b “This was your dream and the visions in your mind while on your bed.  29a "As for you, O king, while on your bed your thoughts turned to what would take place in the future;
He is laying there, two years into his rule. His dad is out of the picture, now. He has this great kingdom before him that is only going to get greater. He is lying on his bed that night thinking, “What does the future hold? Where are we going? What’s going to happen?” and he goes to sleep and has a dream. And he says,
Daniel 2:29b  29b  “your thoughts turned to what would take place in the future; and He who reveals mysteries has made known to you what will take place.”
He did not demean Nebuchadnezzar’s gods. We need to be very careful when we are witnessing. Do not demean another person’s god to their faith. Introduce them to the one and only true God and let them see the difference. Do not tear down their God. Introduce them to truth so they can spot what is false. This is a very good policy to follow. He says
Daniel 2:30a  30a "But as for me, this mystery has not been revealed to me for any wisdom residing in me more than in any other living man, 
In other words, “Listen. I was not given this. I am not wiser than your magicians, your conjurers. I am not wiser than them.” Kay asks, “Is that not awesome” Look at the humility!
Daniel 2:30b-35a  30b but for the purpose of making the interpretation known to the king, and that you may understand the thoughts of your mind.  31 "You, O king, were looking and behold, there was a single great statue; that statue, which was large and of extraordinary splendor, was standing in front of you, and its appearance was awesome.  32 "The head of that statue was made of fine gold, its breast and its arms of silver, its belly and its thighs of bronze,  33 its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of clay.  34 "You continued looking until a stone was cut out without hands, and it struck the statue on its feet of iron and clay and crushed them.  35a "Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver and the gold were crushed all at the same time”
Kay asks us to watch: head of gold, chest of silver, belly of bronze, legs of iron, and feet of iron and clay. All of a sudden a stone hits it in the side and it knocks it from the side. Kay thinks we should rise up and say, “No! We’ll get you on camera! You’ll be a hero!” This is very important. The stone does not hit the head, or the thigh, or leg. It hits the feet. And when it hits and crushes the feet, then all of a sudden, the whole thing is crushed and blown away

Daniel 2:35b  35b  “and became like chaff from the summer threshing floors; and the wind carried them away so that not a trace of them was found.” 
. Kay says that understanding this “blows her away” because she knows what has to be in place before Jesus comes to set up his kingdom.
Daniel 2:35c  35c  “But the stone that struck the statue became a great mountain and filled the whole earth.”
[Kay says we should double underline, in green, the last four words because] it is a “where.” [Kay states that we] need to understand that the stone becomes a great mountain. 
Daniel 2:36   36 "This was the dream; now we will tell its interpretation before the king.”
Notice, “we will tell”; not I, “we.” Whenever we do anything great, it is not “I”, it is always a “we” because 
John 15:5b 5b “apart from Me you can do nothing.”
So it goes on to say
Daniel 2:37-38a   37 "You, O king, are the king of kings, to whom the God of heaven has given the kingdom, the power, the strength and the glory;  38a and wherever the sons of men dwell, or the beasts of the field, or the birds of the sky, He has given them into your hand”

“It is God Who has given them to you.  It is the God of heaven.” He is going to find out that it is not Anu. “ 
 Daniel 2:38b-39   38b “and has caused you to rule over them all. You are the head of gold.”
[Kay imitates Daniel talking to Nebuchadnezzar.] “I’m talking to you. I’m saying you’re the king. And I’m saying you have been given the power and the glory and the strength and everything. You’re kind of sitting up straighter and you’re the head of gold. Then after you….”

[Kay now imitates king Nebuchadnezzar.] “What do you mean, ‘after’ me? What do you mean, ‘after’ me? We don’t want to hear an ‘after.’ We want the glory to continue on us.” And then he says,
Daniel 2:39a   39a "After you there will arise another kingdom inferior to you,”

That makes him feel a little bit better, Kay guesses.
Daniel 2:39b   39b” then another third kingdom of bronze,”

Now God is numbering them.
” which will rule over all the earth.”

So there is a third kingdom coming that is going to “rule over all the earth.” Whatever this third kingdom is, and Kay will not tell us, but she knows, because she has studied Daniel inductively, all the way through. Daniel is going to tell us and we will find out. Kay will not tell us because she does not want to destroy what she calls “our joy of discovery.” 
Daniel 2:40a  40a "Then there will be a fourth kingdom as strong as iron; inasmuch as iron crushes and shatters all things, 
Kay places a “4” over “fourth.” Since he will spend a lot of time on this “fourth kingdom, Kay colors every reference to this “fourth kingdom” with brown.

Daniel 2:40b  40b so, like iron that breaks in pieces, it will crush and break all these in pieces. 
The word “these” Kay believes are the other kingdoms.

Daniel 2:41-43a   41 "In that you saw the feet and toes, partly of potter's clay and partly of iron, it will be a divided kingdom; but it will have in it the toughness of iron, inasmuch as you saw the iron mixed with common clay.  42 "As the toes of the feet were partly of iron and partly of pottery, so some of the kingdom will be strong and part of it will be brittle.  43a "And in that you saw the iron mixed with common clay,”

[Kay wonders to what the word “they” refers.] We have to go back to the toes of the feet.
Daniel 2:43b  43b “they will combine with one another” 
 It is iron mixed with common clay, which are the feet and the toes.
Daniel 2:43b-44a  43b “they will combine with one another in the seed of men; but they will not adhere to one another, even as iron does not combine with pottery.”   44a "In the days of those kings”

Kay has just gone from “they” to “kings.” If she follows it, and goes from “kings” back to “they,” and “they” back to “toes,” she finds that those toes represent “kings.” 
Daniel 2:44a  44a "In the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which will never be destroyed, and that kingdom will not be left for another people;”

In other words, this kingdom is not going to be destroyed or given to another people. No other kingdom is going to usurp it or conquer it. The gold, silver, bronze and iron are going to disappear, but the stone kingdom will never disappear. It will never be given to another kingdom. That kingdom will not be left to another people; 
Daniel 2:44b  44b " it will crush and put an end to all these kingdoms, but it will itself endure forever.”
This is what we are praying for when we pray the Lord’s prayer. We are giving allegiance to God and the kingdom, and we are saying, “I want Your kingdom to come. I want Your will to be done on earth, as it is done in heaven.” Then he says
Daniel 2:45a  45a "Inasmuch as you saw that a stone was cut out of the mountain without hands” 
which seems like it is a Divine thing, not a man-made thing.
Daniel 2:45b  45b "and that it crushed the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver and the gold, the great God”

not Marduk, not Anu, not Ea, and not that late messenger,
Daniel 2:45c  45c “has made known to the king what will take place in the future; so the dream is true and its interpretation is trustworthy."
Kay asks if we believe that. [Kay asserts that] what he is saying is true. If it is true, we know that when God sets up His kingdom, when the “stone [comes,]. . . cut . . . without hands” and crushes the statue, we know that what is going to happen is that it will be in the day when [there will be] ten kings, in a loose federation, when He comes. 

Daniel is going to take this prophecy and he is going to expand it and we are going to get more details about what it is going to be like when He comes. But right now we know that if someone told us that Jesus is coming tomorrow to set up his kingdom, not to take out the church, but to set up His kingdom, we “can say no sirree. You’re wrong.” If they told us to sell everything and go up on some mountain because the king is coming, we know they are wrong. It cannot happen because we do not have a kingdom where there are ten rulers, some strong, some weak, in this federation. It has not happened yet. That is the way we know because God says what He means, and means what He says. 
Daniel 2:46a  46a Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell on his face and did homage to Daniel,

Daniel is a captive who belongs to the one and only true God Who is able to make known to the king his dream and its interpretation. The king of Babylon is on his face doing homage to a man he captured. Kay asks us to hold our Biblical worldview, know it, grow it up, develop it, understand it, and hold it because it is true.
Daniel 2:46b-47a  46b  and gave orders to present to him an offering and fragrant incense. 47a The king answered Daniel and said, "Surely your God is a God of gods”

He just found out that  Daniel’s God was greater than his gods.
Daniel 2:47b  47b  “ and a Lord of kings and a revealer of mysteries, since you have been able to reveal this mystery."
Daniel gave all the glory and made sure the king knew where from his wisdom came. We need to do the same thing. When people ask, “How could you do that? How could you go through that? How did you know?” do not let the praise stop with us, or God will have to set us aside. Show them how we know. Introduce them to the God who reveals mysteries. 
Daniel 2:48   48 Then the king promoted Daniel and gave him many great gifts, and he made him ruler over the whole province of Babylon and chief prefect over all the wise men of Babylon.
He is still in school. Probably has almost another year to go. He just got out of school. Got promoted, got his degree. 
Daniel 2:49   49 And Daniel made request of the king, and he appointed Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego over the administration of the province of Babylon, while Daniel was at the king's court.
They were told when they go into captivity, to seek the good of the people that took them into captivity. Daniel sought the good of his three men that joined him in not eating the king’s food.  There were more taken captive, but we only hear about four that, it seems to Kay, held the Biblical worldview.
Kay prays that we, as a result of this course, will come to know God in a way that we have not known Him before, or that He will take on a new dimension. When we just look at Daniel 2 and mark everything, listen to God and what we learn about God. He is
Daniel 2:18 – He is “the God of heaven”
Daniel 2:19 – He reveals the mysteries

Daniel 2:20 – Wisdom & power belong to Him

Daniel 2:21 –"He . . . changes the times and the epochs”

Daniel 2:21,37,38 – “He removes kings and establishes kings”

Remember that. He establishes presidents and removes presidents. He gives power, strength and glory and men into their hands. 
Daniel 2:21c “He gives wisdom to wise men And knowledge to men of understanding.”

Daniel 2:22 "He … reveals the profound and hidden things”
Daniel 2:22b “He knows … the darkness, And the light dwells with Him.”
Daniel 2:44 He “will set up a kingdom which will never be destroyed, and that kingdom will not be left for another people; it will crush and put an end to all these kingdoms, but it will itself endure forever.”
Daniel 2:45 He knows the future
Daniel 2:47 He “is a God of gods and a Lord of kings and a revealer of mysteries”
If we have believed in the Lord Jesus Christ and have received Jesus as our God and our Savior, then we have the privilege of going to God in prayer and saying, 

Matthew 6:9-10 9 “'Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.  10 'Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.'”
We have the privilege of calling the Creator of the Universe, “Abba! Father!” 

Kay asks where we will run in our time of need, when we have questions about life; she also asks to whom we will give our allegiance. Surely, it must be to the One and Only True God. She asks, “Do you not want His will? It is His kingdom that is coming. The dream that we studied is true, and its interpretation is true. Believe it, embrace it and live in the light. Allegiance to the king! Let us pray,
Father, 

We thank You. We thank You for Your Word. We thank You that You have allowed us to know that there is no god beside Thee; that the other gods that men worship are figments of their imagination; they are clever stories, Father that have lies that have taken people captive, that have murdered them, that have slain them. They are from the father of lies, the one that did not abide in the truth. But we thank You, Father, that You have set us, the captives, free through the truth. We thank You, Father, that You tell us that we will know the truth, and the truth will set us free. Father, thank You for this truth that You have given us about the coming and the setting up of Your kingdom. We know when it will be. We do not know the day, we do not know the hour, but we know, Father, so far, in Daniel 2, that there will be ten kings upon the earth—some weak, some strong. They will be part of a fourth kingdom, and that is the time when the God of heaven will set up His kingdom of the earth. And so we say to You, Your kingdom come, and today, we want Your will to be done, on earth as it is in heaven. We will to do Your will, oh God. Oh Father, may we abide faithful. May we not grow weary in this study.  May we persevere. May we know that the prize is never awarded to the one that walks off the course, but only to the one that finishes the course; only to the one that keeps the faith. Oh Father, may we keep the faith, may we finish the course, and yes, it will be a battle, but may we fight the good fight so that we, hear, “Well done, My good and faithful servant,” as You present to us a crown of righteousness because we have loved Your appearance, we have loved Your kingdom. In Your Name we pray, Amen.
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