Daniel – Part I 
LIVING OUT A BIBLICAL WORLDVIEW

Lesson 5- Wayne Barber
The Influence Of Godliness
Let's pray together before we get into our study.

Father, we thank You so very much for this precious book and what we're learning about Your control in our life.  We thank You, Father, for these men that were willing to make up their mind and not defile themselves.  And, Father, may we learn from them, may we implement this into our own lives as we honor You and glorify You by willingness to obey You in all things.  We love You.  Father, in my weakness tonight please be my strength. In Jesus name.  Amen.

Okay, Daniel Chapter 3.  We're going to talk tonight about the influence of godliness.  And one of the things that keeps coming to me, I don't know if comes to you or not, when I read, study through Daniel, each different chapter is how the character, the godly character of these four men that we see so beautifully brought out in this book..they are constantly used by God to humble the kings there in existence during their time.  It's just something that keeps coming back.  These four men that we know specifically:  Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.  Of course these were the three names that they gave to them once they came over into captivity.  But how God used their godliness and their willingness to make up their minds and not defile themselves, he used that to weaken and humble the kings that were over them.  
I thought about the scripture in Proverbs.  Hold your finger there in Daniel 3.  We've mentioned it before, but I've only quoted it.  We have not read it together.  Proverbs 21:1.  We see it so beautifully worked out in the book of Daniel.  
Proverbs 21:1 The king's heart is like channels of water --

In the what?  -- in the hand of the LORD; He -- 
Speaking of God.-- turns it wherever He wishes.
So we see this in the book of Daniel.  Now we know the king’s heart is in God's hand, but we see because of the godliness of these men, how God turns them, turns their hearts toward the Lord.  And particularly Nebuchadnezzar with Daniel and with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.  
I thought about the Marines.  They have this slogan that says, “We're looking for a few good men.”  We don't want them all.  We want a few good men.  And by the way, notice I'm not saying lady.  We're dealing with some men here that made a stand.  And I had a conviction in my heart for a long time.  If men would get up off of their good intention and take a stand for the Lord Jesus Christ and live godly lives, it would be incredible what would happen in our country.  So we're talking about a few godly men.  
I believe it was Dwight L. Moody that made the statement, “The world is still looking for somebody who loves nothing but God, or no one but God, and hates nothing, but sin.”  And I believe we're still waiting for men to rise up and have the kind of character that these men had in the book of Daniel.

Well, we've already seen the results of Daniel's faithfulness in Chapter 2 after he hears that they're going to put to death the wise men because they can't interpret the king's dream.  Of course he goes and asks for a little bit of time here and then he immediately goes to Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in verse 17 and 18 and says, “Pray for me, pray for me that God will have compassion on us so we won't die.  That He'll give me the revelation to this dream.”  Of course God does.  And immediately what does he do?  He doesn't go on an ego trip.  Immediately he praises God.  Verse 19 through 23 of chapter two, and glorifies the Lord for what God has done.  He is the whole reason for the book of Daniel.  The reason we have it all is because Daniel and these three men made up their minds not to defile themselves.  God honored him because he had honored the Lord.  
And then in Daniel 2: 46-47 after he has interpreted the dream, the king’s response is he's just humble.  He's totally humble by the awesomeness of Daniel's God.  And in verse 48 and 49 of chapter two, he doesn't forget his friends, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, as the king elevates them to prestigious places in their government.

Now, we've seen Daniel's faithfulness and his friendship with these three other young men.  Now in chapter three they have center stage, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.  And one of the things, remember as we get into this tonight, in Daniel's absence, remember now, they didn't stand on Daniel's faith.  They stood on their own faith.  We don't even see Daniel mentioned in chapter three.  Where is he?  I don't know.  When I get to heaven I will ask the Lord where he was.  I don't know where he was.  Maybe he was on the king's business.  Maybe he's sick.  I don't know.  But somehow he's not mentioned there.  But now we see in chapter one verse eight when it says Daniel made up his mind not to defile himself, it wasn't just Daniel, it was Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.  Four men that took a stand for the Lord Jesus or for God at that time.  They didn't know who the Lord Jesus was.  But in relationship and application to us, that's what we're talking about.  Honored God in their lives and as a result God honored them.

Okay, let's get into the setting.  Chapter three verse one.  Nebuchadnezzar now is going to build a statue.  It's interesting to me.  I just love these verses.  This is more fun than I've had in a long time.  Verse one:
Daniel 3:1 Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold,--
Now the word image there in the Hebrew refers to human form.  In other words it was some kind of image in a human form.  Isn't it interesting if you'll study in the customs of that day, it was a custom of a pagan king to do this periodically.  And many times the image in human form was their own image that they wanted their people to bow down to.  But it's also interesting to me, what intrigued me was, is it is an image of what?  It is an image of gold.  Now we just finished chapter two.  Statute.  And we saw the kingdoms, the four kingdoms and I wonder, I just wonder, it doesn't say, absolutely total speculation, but I wonder somehow he didn't kind of get an ego trip a little bit.  I realize that Daniel interpreted his dream and because of that he was the very honored and Daniel was raised to a higher place.  But I wonder if it didn't sort of get to his ego that he was the head.  And he was the kingdom of gold.  Boy, gold was something else.  So what does he do?  He makes a statute in the middle of Plains of Dura.  And it is a statute, a human statute of human form made out of gold.  I'd be willing to bet you, and I don't bet, but I'd be willing to bet you that it was a statute of himself that he put out in the middle of those plains.  
Now the Plains of Dura is interesting.  The word Dura there means a walled place.  And by walls, of course there weren't any walls there, but probably the picture we get is a mountainous area that surrounded a plain, and in the middle of the plain was this statute.  How big was it?  Sixty cubits.  A cubit is a foot and a half, times 60 is ninety feet tall and it was six cubits wide, 9 feet wide.  Now if you know anything about architecture, you don't make a statute that is ten times its width.  You don't do that.  In order to keep it in a certain perspective, and I've had people tell me this, it is about four or five times its width.  That keeps it in proper perspective.  Do you realize how out of whack this thing was?  Being ninety feet tall and only 9 feet wide?  Ten times as tall is it is wide.  Kind of reminds me of the Washington monument, that tall sucker that goes up there.  A real tall statute right here in the middle of the desert.  Made out of gold, and like I said my own personal opinion, I think it was a picture of himself.  Buddy, when he heard chapter two and realized he was the head, the kingdom of gold, I believe he looked in the mirror and sung, “How great thou are," and built him a statute right out in the middle of the desert.  
Now verse two, he's going to have a party.  Buddy, he's going to dedicate this statute.  And so he sends out invitations.  The interesting thing about his invitations are there is no RSVP.  You didn't come you lose your head.  You did come when he sent out this kind of invitation.  It says in verse two:


Daniel 3:2 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king sent word to assemble the satraps, the prefects and the governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the judges, the magistrates and all the rulers of the provinces to come to the dedication of the image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up. 

Now, this old boy is extravagant.  He makes statutes ten types the size of their width, but not only that, he goes for the top people in all of these empires.  It is interesting.  You look up these words, satraps meant the protector of the realm.  These were the heads of the provinces of all that made up his kingdom.  Prefects and governors is a hyphenated word in the Hebrew which means they had equal responsibility.  The prefects were the superintendents.  In chapter two verse 48 Daniel was made a superintendent over the wise men.  So it was a very responsible position.  And then the word governor there referred to those who were rulers over regions within the provinces that was a part of the kingdom.  The word counselors had to do with the arbitrators of that day.  Treasurers, masters of the treasury.  Lawyers, guardians of the law.  They were the kind that watched over the law, made sure it was kept.  Judges, were those who pronounced sentences on people.  And magistrates and rulers, kind of a catch all.  
He had the biggies there.  This is was a biggy convention.  And it was a dedication of the statute that he wanted everybody to bow down and to worship.  Verse three, here comes the grand dedication of the statute.  I was thinking about this when I was studying it.  There was a bank here in town -- I don't know if I ought to share this, but I'm going to do it -- they asked me to come out there.  They were going to dedicate this bank and they wanted me to come and pray.  And I did.  I went.  And I prayed for them.  I walked outside and I thought, you know, I can't even balance my checkbook and I just dedicated a bank.  I don't know what that has to do with Daniel, probably nothing, but let's going on.

Verse three, big dedication.  All the biggies are there, all the important people.  Verse three:
Daniel 3:3 Then the satraps, the prefects and the governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the judges, the magistrates and all the rulers of the provinces were assembled --
By the way, you notice that they did come, like it was highly suggested that they make it if they wanted to keep their health.

-- for the dedication of the image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up; and they stood before the image that Nebuchadnezzar had set up.  
Then in verse four, here we go.  Here is the command about this statute:

Daniel 3:4 Then the herald loudly proclaimed: 

And that's an excellent translation of a Hebrew word there.  It means not only loud, but very bold and it means very clear.  Nobody had any doubts about what this guy was about to say.

"To you the command is given, O peoples, nations and men of every language, 

Boy, it shows you the size of their kingdom.  They have all kinds of different nationalities in their empire now, and they speak different languages, but the rule was for all of them and they all clearly understood.  And in verse five, the royal orchestra now is present.  Sounds to me that's what it is.
Daniel 3:5 that at the moment you hear the sound of the horn, flute, lyre, trigon,--
What in the world is a trigon.  I looked that up.  It is a four string, a triangular instrument.  Kind of interesting.  Four strings to it.

-- psaltery, bagpipe and all kinds of music, you are to fall down and worship the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king has set up. 

Can't you get a little bit of the glamour of the affair.  All of them coming in their royal attire.  Boy, he has all of the biggies there and it is a big dedication.  Ninety foot statue of gold.  We don't know how big the base was because he doesn't say anything about the base.  But it is a huge statute now.  Got all the biggies there and he has the royal orchestra and when he starts playing, friend, everybody is going to have to fall down and worship that false god.  Verse six the plot begins to thicken:

Daniel 3:6"But whoever does not fall down and worship shall immediately be cast into the midst of a furnace of blazing fire." 
Daniel 1:8, and they made up their minds that they would not defile themselves.  Boy, that sounds great in a church service, doesn't it?  “Oh, Brother Wayne, I want to commit my life to Jesus.  I want to be everything God wants me to be.”  Now it is put up or shut up.  Now it is testing time.  Is it lip service or is it a true commitment?  Because now the penalty is going to be -- not only are they going to lose a prestigious position with the king.  Because remember Daniel had remembered them in chapter two and they were elevated to quite a prestigious position.  They're going to lose their life, folks.  Now it comes up.  Anybody who does not bow down is put into a fiery furnace.  
So four things I want you to see tonight about the influence of godliness.  What does it do?  What is it all about?  The influence of godliness.  I-N-F-L-U-E-N-C-E of godliness.  Okay?  
1. First thing, what is it?  The first thing I want you to see is the inevitable result of godliness.  The inevitable result.  The inevitable result of godliness.  What is that?  Well verses seven through verse 15.  Of course I'll go ahead and tell you what the inevitable result is and then I'll work it out because that will help me a little bit.  Persecution.  We know some other scriptures about that, don't we?  Persecution.  If you want to know what is going to result – “Oh, Brother Wayne I want to stand up for the Lord.  I want to commit myself to Him.  I want to be everything God wants me to be.”  Okay, fine.  That's exactly what God required.  That's what He wants.  But mark it down.  The inevitable result is persecution.  When everyone else is bowing down to a man made idol, look back in verse seven, or look at verse seven:

Daniel 3:7 Therefore at that time, when all the peoples heard the sound of the horn, flute, lyre, trigon, psaltery, bagpipe and all kinds of music, all the peoples, nations and men of every language fell down and worshiped the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up. 

Now when you're in the midst of this and everybody is bowing down to an idol or a god that man has made, and you have made a commitment not to defile yourself, look out, folks.  Duck because persecution is on it's way.  Look in 2 Timothy, and I know you already know that scripture, but always themes look at it.  The ones who know it, you just read it over and say, “I knew that anyway”.  But I guarantee you somebody probably hasn't read that before.  2 Timothy, chapter 3 verse 12.  It is so clear that this is the inevitable ultimately of godliness.  Verse 12, 2 Timothy chapter three.  
2 Timothy 3:12 Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be--

What?  -- persecuted.
That's right.  Look over in Matthew 5.  Let's see if we can find any comforting words from the Lord Jesus.  Surely He wouldn't let us be treated this way. 
Matthew 5:10-12 "Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me. "Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

I don't know if you ever heard the tape of Dave Roever.  Dave was the Navy Seal.  As a matter of fact, he gives his testimony of when he went to the service that he signed up for the Navy during the Vietnam Conflict because he figured nobody ever floated a battle ship in a rice patty.  And he got out to San Diego, wherever it was and they put him in a Navy Seal uniform.  Now if you don't know what a Navy Seal team is, folks, they are the meanest folks probably that have been in any war at any time.  As a matter of fact, on his tape he said they made Rambo look like a Brownie.  
And when he was over in one of these battles in Vietnam he started talking about the fact that the people in the bush were not as dangerous as the people in his barracks.  He was a Christian, son of a pastor.  And he got over there and here he was trying to live a godly life and he was called the nerd of the Navy, I think is what he called it.  They called him Dudley-Do-Right, and Dr. Dolittle.  And they called him Preacher Man.  He said, “I had three other guys rooming with me.  I called them Pervert #1, Pervert #2, and Pervert #3.”  He said these guys were just Wicked.  I mean, WICKED.  And he said every night he would pray for Pervert #2 that slept over him in the bunk, and he said while he would pray Pervert #2 would spit on his head from the top of the bunk.  And he said he would pray, “Oh, God heal him.  Kill him.”  
They said when he was on a mission over there, and of course this is the basis of the whole tape and who this guy is, he went to throw a phosphorus grenade into a bunker.  He had to go in and take the prisoners out alive which was a very risky situation.  He went to throw it, pull the pin on it, and it went off in his hand.  Somebody shot him in the hand before he could let go of the grenade.  Blew 60 pounds of flesh off of his body.  40 percent of his skin was gone, and half of his face completely gone.  He could even see his heart beating.  It is incredible how this old boy, with all of the persecution that was going on around him, said when he fell off the boat he was burning, of course because of the phosphorus, and when he came up out of the water he said, “God, I still believe in you.”  And he said Pervert #2 fell on his knees and got saved right there.  
It is the most incredible tape to understand what you go through when you make a stand for the Lord Jesus Christ.  He is a guy in the military.  You may be in the workplace somewhere.  But listen, when other people, like we said, are bowing down to the man-made idols of this world, and you take a stand not to defile yourself you better start looking out because it is coming.  It is on its way.  So we see in verses 8-11 here come the perverts after him.  Look at verse eight:
Daniel 3:8 For this reason at that time certain Chaldeans --
And this is interesting.  Watch this, watch this carefully.
-- certain Chaldeans came forward and brought charges against the Jews. 

Isn’t it interesting to you that the Jews and the Chaldeans are mentioned in the way that they are?  What I get out of this is there is some jealousy going on.  Here are some Jews, because of the fact they honor God have been elevated to a higher position.  And these Chaldeans have been laying in wait for them for a while to get them.  And now that the king has built this statute and they know the different life styles of these Jews they are coming before the king.  
Daniel 3:9 They responded and said to Nebuchadnezzar the king: “O king, live forever! 

That would be tragic, wouldn't it?

Daniel  3:10-11"You, O king, have made a decree that every man who hears the sound of the horn, flute, lyre, trigon, psaltery, and bagpipe and all kinds of music, is to fall down and worship the golden image. "But whoever does not fall down and worship shall be cast into the midst of a furnace of blazing fire. 

Of course now here they are, not only did they tell them they are certain Jews, they tell him who they are.
Daniel 3:12"There are certain Jews whom you have appointed over the administration of the province of Babylon, namely Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego. These men, O king, have disregarded you; they do not serve your gods or worship the golden image which you have set up." 

Now, they've exposed them, there's not a thing in the world that these three guys can do to get out of this.  They have been exposed before the king.

Now in verse 13 we find out that Nebuchadnezzar, about what kind of man he is.  And this is why I think that that statute that he put out there was of himself.  Because, buddy, he is hot.  When he finds out these three guys are not worshipping that statute -- it says in verse 13:

Daniel 3:13 Then Nebuchadnezzar in rage and anger --
Isn't it amazing when people don't know the one true God they cannot handle themselves?  Have you noticed Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, not one time did they lose their cool.  Not one time did they lose control.  But Nebuchadnezzar can't handle it.  And he…
-- gave orders to bring Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego; then these men were brought before the king.
Now, Nebuchadnezzar responded.  The first thing he does, he gives them a chance to deny the whole thing.

Daniel 3:14 Nebuchadnezzar responded and said to them, "Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the golden image that I have set up? 

And before he gives them a chance to answer, verse 15, he gives them a chance to make amends, to comply.
Daniel 3:15"Now if you are ready, at the moment you hear the sound of the horn, flute, lyre, trigon, psaltery and bagpipe and all kinds of music, to fall down and worship the image that I have made, very well But if you do not worship, you will immediately be cast into the midst of a furnace of blazing fire; and what god is there who can deliver you out of my hands?" 

Oh, son, now we're set up.  God set him up.  He set the three of them up also.  So we see the inevitable result of godliness is persecution.  So get ready for it.  When you go to work -- hey listen, light and darkness cannot go together.  I guarantee you when we leave tonight, we'll turn the lights out in here.  Somebody will.  And darkness will be in this room.  You know why?  Because there's no more light.  Light and darkness cannot live in the same place.  Now darkness can never overtake light, did you know that?  Light always overtakes darkness.  The only reason you have darkness is the absence of light.  That's it.  So here we have light and we have darkness.  Guess who is going to win over the other?  It is obvious, friend.  The light is going to take over the darkness.  
So we see then the inevitable result of godliness.  They're not going to budge.  
2. And secondly, the immovable.  The immovable resolve of godliness.  And something else about godliness, not only is there going to be an effect, it's going to be persecution, but there's a resolve to a person who is truly godly.  And I keep going back to Daniel 1:8.  They made up their minds, they resolved and they were immovable even in the face of persecution.  Now they're going to make three godly statements right here.  In the face of this persecution, knowing that the fiery furnace is sitting there waiting on them if they don't comply with the king, they make three godly statements.  
a. First of all, it is a statement of admission.  A statement of admission.  In verse 16:

Daniel 3:16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego replied to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to give you an answer concerning this matter. 

There was no arrogance in there.  If you study the wording there, there was no arrogance whatsoever.  What they're saying is, “We're not going to lie to you.  We're not going to come up with any kind of excuses.  You've got us cold turkey.  We are guilty.  We are not going to bow.”  That was a godly statement of admission.  
I wonder how you are when you get put on the spot for your faith and you know if you tell the truth you will get persecuted because of it.  You ever notice in Ephesians 6, the first weapon of spiritual warfare is the belt of truth?  And I've heard a million sermons -- not a million.  I've heard at least five, would you believe four?  I've heard a lot of sermons on the fact that belt of truth meant the Word of God.  No it doesn't.  There's no definite article in there.  The belt of truth is an honest lifestyle.  As he says in Colossians after saying, “Put on the new garment,” he says, “Do not lie to one another.”  You want Satan to have his way in your life, friend, you start trying to lie or be deceptive about your stand with the Lord Jesus Christ and he's got an avenue from that point on.  It's your life, you see?  That's the key.  
So they were willing to be honest.  They were honest.  Man, I can remember growing up my mother would say, “Wayne, did you do that?”  “No, ma'am.”  You know why I said that?  Because I knew if I said yes, ma'am I was going to get a certain part of my body heated up and it was not going to be real pleasant.  I've noticed that in my children.  One of the first things a child learns to do is to lie.  You know why?  Because that's the nature of Adam still hanging around in our flesh and that's what all of us do.  That's why at work, buddy, you don't want to be the one to take the load of it, especially if it's going to cost you your job and especially if it's going to hurt your reputation.  Godliness, see, has an answer to this.  Admission.  Honest, absolute honest answer.  
b. But secondly, the statement they made, the very godly statement was the statement of faith.  Verse 17.  Notice it:
Daniel 3:17"If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the furnace of blazing fire; and He will deliver us out of your hand, O king. 

Now if you first read that it almost sounds like they're not real sure.  If it be so.  A better way of reading that to make it more understandable.  They're not at all doubting God's ability.  Another way to say this is this:  If our God can find it possible to deliver us in terms of what he sees is best, then He will do so.  They're not questioning His ability, they're questioning His intentions because they don't know what He's up to.  But they do know He's in control and they do know He's capable.  
That's a godly answer.  They're not putting God on the spot like some people do.  God you better do this or else.  Don't you ever test God, look out.  You see God is up to something and they're aware of it, but they're not fully sure as to what it is that he's up to.  So there's a statement of admission, but then there's a statement of faith.  Our God is able.  We have no doubt.  We don't know what He's up to, but if He really chooses to do so, buddy, He'll deliver us in a minute.  
c. Well then in verse 17 -- or 18, they make a statement of submission.  When I was studying this thing I was thinking good grief man.  I get so mad at myself sometimes.  I think I'm so spiritual.  I'll go step one and two.  But step three is a toughie.  Look at verse 18:

Daniel 3:18“But even if He does not, --Actually the literal, but if he if not.  Actually, but if not.  They write in the other word.

“But even if He does not, --
In other words if His choice is not my choice.  I'm certain if you asked them right at that point and they were to put in favor what they wanted God to do, it was be unanimous to deliver us.  Get us out of here.  They knew God could do it.  But if not, he said:
let it be known to you, O king, that we are not going to serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up."
In other words, regardless of what God does, whatever it is will be right.  And whatever it is He does, we're not going to bow down to that statute that you've made out there in the plains of Dura.  Boy, I'm telling you -- I wish in a way we could go back to Daniel 1:8 and work it all the way through the book.  They made up their minds.  And now when they're in the face of death of a fiery furnace, they say we're guilty.  We believe our God can.  But if He doesn't, friend, you still don't have a hold on us.  We'll burn in that fire, but we'll never bow our knee to your god.  
Gracious sakes alive.  Now men, I'm talking to you tonight.  Ladies, take a break.  That's where we need too.  Right there.  I wonder how many of us would be willing to lose our jobs, our churches, or whatever else really meant something to us all because we're willing to take a stand for who we believe in in our life.  And remember this, boy, when I was thinking about this, there's got to be some kind of balance in your mind.  There's one thing to take a stand and irritate everybody.  It's not just the fact that they took a stand, it is the godly manner in which they took the stand.  And if you've missed that in Daniel, you've missed the whole point.  It is their character all the whole way through.  
There are some people who are rebels looking for a cause.  You can give them a just means, they'll grab a soap box and, buddy, they'll make everybody mad.  That's not at all what you find in the book of Daniel.  Men that are godly.  Men that are right in their hearts.  Not the fact that they took the stand alone, it is the fact at how they took the stand.  So we see the inevitable result is persecution.  The immovable resolve is if our God doesn't deliver us, we will not bow down to you.  
Now of course Nebuchadnezzar set them up when he said, “What God is there that could deliver you out of my hands?”  And you could almost see what is coming…what God is up to in this situation.
3. Thirdly is the incredible reality of godliness.  There's an incredible reality of godliness when in the face of persecution that you don't know until you've taken your stand in the midst of it.  A lot of us can talk about it.  We can hear these pastors from the communist countries.  We can hear what they say.  We really don't know what they mean until we have stood in the midst of persecution and we find out there's an incredible reality to what godliness is all about, particularly in the face of persecution, when you make your stand.  Like I said, you know nothing about it until you've made your stand.  That's when you know what we're talking about in this third point.  The incredible reality.  Look at verse 19:

Daniel 3:19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with wrath, and his facial expression was altered toward Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego. He answered by giving orders to heat the furnace seven times more than it was usually heated. 

Man, this guy is a nut.  He gets a statute ninety feet tall.  Ten times as tall as it is wide.  He calls all the top people, not just the common people, the top people.  And then when he heats up a furnace, brother, he heats it up seven times as hot as it ought to be heated.  And then it says in verse 20:
Daniel 3:20 He commanded certain valiant warriors who were in his army to tie up Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego in order to cast them into the furnace of blazing fire. 

Now, why in the world did they tie them up like that?  Look at verse 21:

Daniel 3:21 Then these men were tied up in their trousers, their coats, their caps and their other clothes, and were cast into the midst of the furnace of blazing fire. 

One of the questions came in my mind -- came up in my mind:  I wonder why they put all this clothing on them?  I think it was to get this thing over with, burn quicker.  Let’s get this thing done.  So they cooked them up to fry, folks.  And they tide them up and they were going to throw them into a furnace seven times as hot.  Now I want you to notice what the fires of persecution did to them.  It really bothered them didn't it?  
Now some persecution is self initiated.  Don't misunderstand what I'm saying.  Some persecution is what real persecution is all about and that's what we're dealing with here.  I hear a lot of people say they're persecuted.  You check into it a while, they caused their own problems.  These guys had done nothing, folks, except take a stand that they were not going to defile themselves.  That's the key.  The godly manner in which they did it.  Okay?  Now watch what happened.

Daniel 3:22 For this reason, because the king's command was urgent --
In other words get to it and get to it now.  Hurry up this thing.

-- the furnace had been made extremely hot, the flame of the fire slew those men who carried up Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego.
Now, you begin to see the plot thicken.  What is happening to the people outside the furnace?  They are fried.  They are burning up.  What is happening to the ones inside the furnace?  Good grief, if the guys outside are burning up, what is happening to the ones on the inside.  Verse 23:  I love this.
Daniel 3:23 But these three men, Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego, fell into the midst of the furnace of blazing fire still tied up. 

Does your Bible say anything about being burned up?  No.  Only tied up, so far.  Not burned up.  Only tied up.  The ones who threw them in are burned up.  Now here is the key.  Here is what you discover only when you go through the persecution and make your stand.  That's this, persecution only purifies.  That's all it does.  It does not harm us in any other way.  You can kill the body, but brother, you can't kill the soul and you can't kill the message these men had.  
In other words, listen, the Bible teaches us that the worst enemy is not the one who can kill the body, but the one who can kill what?  The soul.  That's right.  And when you go through persecution remember it's already eternally destined where the soul is going to go.  But the body, they can do with it what they want.  There is something here that is just incredible.  Okay?  Verse 24.  I love this.  Oh, man.

Daniel 3:24 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astounded and stood up in haste; he said to his high officials, --
Notice who is standing around this thing, folks.

-- "Was it not three men we cast bound into the midst of the fire?"
I guess he thought he was over 40 or something and forgot how many he put in there.
"Was it not three men we cast bound into the midst of the fire?"They replied to the king, "Certainly, O king."
Good grief.  What do you think, man?  You've been right here.  Verse 25:

Daniel 3:25 He said, "Look! I see four men loosed and walking about in the midst of the fire without harm, and the appearance of the fourth is like a son of the gods!" 

Man, three men bound falling.  Behold, four men lose walking.  Isn't it incredible?  That is an incredible reality to godliness.  You say, “Brother Wayne that's not true in my life.”  Well, you check out your godliness and see whether or not your persecution is valid and see whether or not it is self-inflicted or whether or not it is God initiated.  And when it is pure and right I guarantee you, they can kill the body, that doesn't bother us because we know the message will be loud and clear from that point on.  There's an incredible reality to persecution that you cannot stamp out the message that we are trying to proclaim and the witness we have for a living, holy, and true God.  That is the incredible reality to me of persecution.  
The only thing that hurt them.  The only thing that was burned on them was what bound them.  The only thing that was burned was what bound them.  A lot of us need a little persecution.  Personally, I guess the greatest fear I have right now for the church of Romania is the fact that there is no persecution from the way they used to have it.  Now the persecution will become a lot more subtle.  Now it will come in different ways.  It is amazing.  
Pastor Paul told me when we were in Timisoara two years ago, he said, “The thing I fear the most in Romania is freedom.”  Isn't that incredible?  The thing I fear the most is freedom.  Why Paul?  Man, you don't want the oppression.  He said, “Because I've seen the purity of the lives of the people in the midst of persecution.  I'm scared to think what it's going to be like under freedom.”
I heard on Moody radio today that now that the country has been freed, that the prostitution has already increased and now they're in danger of the AIDS epidemic moving into the country of Romania.  They're afraid now the pornography is going to move into Romania.  So the persecution that was once was in the form of a man who was an absolute jerk, and now is gone.  But now the persecution will be much like what we deal with over here in America.  Much more subtle.  Much more of the temptation of the persecution is going to come in different forms now.  But the key is what binds us, brother, is burned off when we take our stand in the midst of persecution.  Anything binding you, brother, just make up your mind you will not defile yourself.  You will find out real quickly what binds you will be burned off.  
But not only was that which bound them burned off, they met the Lord like they have never met him before.  I've heard a lady, a precious lady from Czechoslovakia.  As a matter of fact it was James Stewart's wife.  She's now married to a Mr. Fifer.  And she lived over in Czechoslovakia and she was a tremendous believer in the Lord Jesus.  She shared one day out of Song of Solomon.  And when she shared out of it, she shared about how the bridegroom came to the house one day.  She said, “Isn't this a perfect illustration of the church today when Jesus comes knocking on the door?”  It's almost like Revelation 3.  And He comes knocking on the door and the bride has already gotten in the bed.  And she's warm and comfortable and she doesn't want to get up.  So she doesn't get up.  Suddenly the knocking stops and it dawns on her wait a minute this should my Beloved.  This is my Bridegroom.  And she jumps up and runs to the door and He's gone.  
And suddenly she realizes when He knocks she wasn't ready.  She was slumbering.  She was not there.  And then the desperation gets in her heart, if you've read Song of Solomon.  And how she runs out into the streets and somebody jerks her shawl off of her and that's the most indecent thing you could do to a woman in that day.  But she doesn't mind.  She keeps searching for her Beloved.  And people stop her on the street and they say, “Oh, your beloved must be something.  You're spending so much energy to find Him.  He must be wonderful.”  And she gives this beautiful testimony of how wonderful and beautiful her Beloved is.  And the scripture goes on to say she found Him in the valley picking lilies.  
And the beautiful thought that precious little lady was trying to make is this:  We're always looking for Him on the mountain. Friends, you've never known Him like you've known him in the valley.  THAT's where you meet Him.  THAT's where you realize when Jesus is all you need.  
Are you a wife in a family where your husband laughs at you for coming to Precept or for being in the Word or for being a Christian?  Friend, listen, you've got the greatest opportunity right now.  Make up your mind you will not defile yourself.  And you, through your godly character, trust Him and the only thing that is going to happen to you and all the persecution you will go through is what binds you will be burned off, but you'll know Him like you've never known Him before.  That is the key.  
Well, let's go on.  I'm supposed to finish this tonight.  This is one of those I just didn't want to quit.  Everybody could see, now this is the key.  Isn't it interesting that all the high officials were there?  Now, that was no accident.  Daniel 3:26 Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the door of the furnace of blazing fire; he responded and said, "Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego, come out, you servants of the Most High God, and come here!" 
Remember back in verse 15, what God is there who could deliver you out of my hands?  I think I heard the Lord say, “Do what?  Watch this big boy.” 
Then Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego came out of the midst of the fire. 
Daniel 3:27 The satraps, the prefects, the governors and the king's high officials gathered around and saw in regard to these men that the fire had no effect on the bodies of these men nor was the hair of their head singed, nor were their trousers damaged, nor –

Now watch this.-- had the smell of fire even come upon them. 

Now, that's incredible.  I can fly home on an airline and smell like I've been in a tobacco company, and I hadn't touched the stuff.  The smoke will get all over you.  Not a smell of smoke was even on them.  Not even a smell of the fire.  Everybody around them had seen and had proven the godliness of those people.  It was genuine.  Look at 1 Peter 1:7.  Man this thing is loaded.  

1 Peter 1:6-7 In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials, --Oh.

-- so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 

And you know who he's writing those to?  The persecuted believers who will be martyred day by day for their faith and their trust in the Lord Jesus Christ.  In other words, what he says here is …just like gold has to go through the fire, so must our faith many times.  Not all of the time, but sometimes it will have to go through the fire.  Why does gold go through the fire?  To burn out the things that are causing it to be dingy and not appear to be what it is.  
Listen, I heard a man say on the radio.  I disagree with him and he's a popular man.  I love to disagree with popular people.  He said when you go through the fire it makes you gold.  I disagree.  You are gold before you ever went through the fire.  It was the fire that proved that you are gold.  That's the key.  And friend, how does anybody know if you're real?  How do you know if you're real?  If you're not making any kind of stand, if you're not pointing in any direction, then, friend, you don't know what we're talking about.  How do you know your faith is real?  Friend, you take a stand.  You be what God wants you to be and you watch.  God will prove to you, He already knows, He'll prove to you that your faith is real.  It is gold already, but it has to be tested by the fire.  
What do they say about goldsmiths and silversmiths?  They heat the fire until the dross comes up on top and then they take a ladle and they scoop it off.  And when the goldsmith looks into it and sees his face, he cools the fire.  I think that's exactly what God did right here.  They didn't see Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.  That was wonderful they weren't martyred.  What grabbed them, I think, was the fourth was like “the son of God”.  
Oh, friends, when we go through it, are people seeing Jesus or are they seeing us?  That's the key.  Are they realizing who is going through it with us?  You see.  That is the incredible reality of going through the fire, of what our faith is all about and what our godliness is all about.  You know, over in Romania there was a precious man by the name of Joseph ______.  Isn't it wonderful that we can say his name now?  We've already had to say something, but it wasn't ever the name.  Now we can tell them.  Joseph ______. He's one of our favorites.  He's just precious.  There's a man in his church.  And let's see if I get this story correct.  He has been put in jail because of some tracts that were put in his briefcase.  And Joseph knew that man had small children and really couldn't take what he was going to be to go through there and they couldn't survive without him.  So Joseph being the pastor went to them and said you put me in jail.  I'm the one who gave him the stuff.  You put me in jail.  
Well, friend, he was under the high court thing and they put him on trial and an interesting thing happened.  They did not take his license away and they did not put him in prison.  They only fined him and all of the church had already taken up a collection.  They were very poor people, but they had already taken up his fine.  And the judge told him in confidence, the reason I didn't put you in prison and the reason I didn't take your license away is because of the way you have behaved in this court case.  You, my friend, are different.  You're different.  
You hear what I'm saying?  I tell you what we're seeing in America right now is not right. Some of the meanest, rudest, harshest people I've run into are people who say they're making a stand in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Brother, that's not biblical.  That is not right.  Now when they went through the fire, people didn't see them.  They saw Jesus.  That's the key.  
4. Final thing, and I'll be quiet.  The invincible.  I've practiced on this.  How do you spell invincible? Something like this.  If there's an E in it act like I put it there.  The invincible reward.  The reason I put invincible is because you can't conquer it, friend.  You cannot subdue it.  There's no possible way.  It's going to be there regardless.  What is the invincible reward of godliness?  After you've come through the fire.  After God has done his work, verse 28.

Daniel 3:28-29 Nebuchadnezzar responded and said, "Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego, who has sent His angel and delivered His servants who put their trust in Him, violating the king's command, and yielded up their bodies so as not to serve or worship any god except their own God. "Therefore I make a decree –

This is incredible to me.-- that any people, nation or tongue that speaks anything offensive against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego shall be torn limb from limb and their houses reduced to a rubbish heap, 
Boy, he's had it.  He's a man of extravagance.  When he does it, buddy, he does it right.
-- inasmuch as there is no other god who is able to deliver in this way." Then the king caused Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego to prosper in the province of Babylon. 
You see people, the problem is not the government.  The problem is not the lawyers and the law.  The problem are the people.  Not only that they make a stand, but how they make their stand.  Because there's an invincible reward.  God is going to make sure that it accomplishes His purposes.  And old Nebuchadnezzar bless his ever loving sweet heart, man, through Daniel and Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego never knew what he was going to face one day when he got out of bed when they came into his kingdom.  Because he found out there is a God.  There is a God.  He saw it in the people who served him.  
So the inevitable result, the immovable resolve, the incredible reality, and the invincible reward.  You better write that down because I'll never be able to alliterate anything like that again.  Sometimes it works, but sometimes it doesn't.  Well, I love you and when I sound real mean I'm not that way.  I just feel like that God is saying that to me and sometimes when I say it to me I figure if I'm going to catch it you ought to catch it too.  We all take it.  We need to make our stand.  Let's make up our minds that we will not be defiled by this world.  Let's pray together.

Father, we thank You so much for these wonderful four men that we find in the book of Daniel.  Lord, thank You.  Thank You Father for helping me realize what Pete said earlier tonight.  That Daniel is not just in 605 to 532, but he's today.  And, Father, may we be the Daniels the Shadrachs, Meshachs, and Abednegos when it comes Lord to laws that say we have to do it a different way than what You've told us to do it.  Father, may we be very careful when we think we can break the laws of this land.  May we remember that everybody was commanded to do it differently than You had already spoken.  And, Father, if that time ever comes may we be willing to take our stand, go through the fire trusting You, Father, that they can kill the body, but they can't kill the soul.  Thank You, Lord, that You're already raising up men all over our country.  Lord, I thank You for these precious ladies that are here.  Lord, I thank You for the men that will take time to come out and be in Your Word.  May, Father, the Word be to us not just information, but transformation.  We love You and we praise You. 
In Jesus name.  Amen.

