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Babylon, the Great City! 
· At that time, largest city on earth (14 mi x 14 mi)
· The most magnificent city on earth. Its grandeur overwhelmed Herodotus, Greek historian.
· Alexander  the Great planned to make it his capital city (200 years after Nebuchadnezzar)

· Surrounded by moat, double walls. Inner walls, 21 feet thick. Outer walls, 11 feet thick.

· Chariots could pass by each other at the top of the wall
· Walls estimated to have been approximately 40 feet high
· Eight gates to the city, Ishtar Gate on the North.
· Ishtar Gate led the great sacred processional to the temple of Marduk

· Adjacent to Marduk’s temple was the 7 level ziggurat Etemenanki that rose 288 feet.

· The Euphrates ran thru the center of Babylon. A 400’ bridge spanned the river, connecting the city.

· Babylon contained 53 temples
· Nebuchadnezzar constructed the famous “Hanging Gardens” for his Median wife “Amytis” who missed her homeland. These elevated gardens could be seen beyond the city walls. Amazing engineering feats hoisted water from the Euphrates and kept these exotic gardens alive.
· Most of the bricks uncovered from this city bear the stamp of the name, inscription of Nebuchadnezzar.
One of the records sounds almost like the boast which Daniel recorded (Daniel 4:30), “The fortifications of Esagila and Babylon I strengthened and establish and the name of my reign forever”. 
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Many outstanding achievements may be attributed to Nebuchadnezzar, but sadly he failed to give God the glory for his blessings. His heart was filled with pride and self-importance, and he began to boast of his own greatness and ability. In his pride the king took for himself the glory that rightly belonged to God and invited divine judgment.                                                                                               S.R. Miller, New American Commentary
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