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Chapter 6

                                Neo-Babylonian Empire                                                           66 years
	Nabopolasser
627-605 BC
[22 y]
	Nebuchadnezzar

7 “lost” years 582-575
605-562

[43 y]
	Evil-Merodach
562-560

     [2 y]
	Neriglissar

560-556

        [4 y]
Lab-Marduk
	Nabonidus      556-539
                                [17 y]

Belshazzar     553-539
                                [14 y]

	


Babylonian Dynasty

Nabopolasser





Died suddenly in 605BC. His son, Neb,  rushed home from the 1st siege of Jerusalem, crossing the desert on horseback, rather than following the Fertile Crescent, to be crowned king.





Nebuchadnezzar


Rebellious Son:  Evil-Merodach


Adoring Daughter:     Nitocris





Evil-Merodach


(Amel-Marduk)


2 Kings 25:27-30, Jer 52:31-34





Possibly, attempted to rule during his father’s 7 yr absence.  When Neb returned to throne, imprisoned his son where he met Jehoiachin, former king of Judah. Over this 13 year period, they became friends. When Neb died & E-M became king, he released  Jehoiachin from prison, invited him to eat at his table, elevated his throne, etc.





After just 2 yrs, he was murdered by his brother-in-law, Neriglissar, b/c he was modifying so many of his father, Nebuchadnezzar’s, policies.








Nitocris, “The Queen”





1st husband: Neriglissar (Nergal-Sharezer), a general in her father’s army. Crowned after murdering his brother-in-law, E-M . His Chief Officer is son Belshassar, old enough to know his grandfather Neb. NG died after a 4 yr reign and succeeded by another son, Labashi-Marduk.





Labashi-Marduk, after ruling just 2 months he was murdered by a co-conspiracy of courtiers b/c he was deemed “unfit to rule”.





Nitocris, “The Queen”





2nd husband: After her son-king was murdered, Nitocris quickly married Nabonidus (possibly one of the co-conspirators) in order to retain her place of power in the palace. In the arranged deal, he retained some of the military command, but  also agreed to spend much time away from the city in pursuit of his own interests of archaeology and religious worship of the moon god, Sin (his mother had been a priestess). At first, he ruled alone for 3 y, then “co-ruled” absentee with his “adopted son”, Belshazzar, for 14 y. But when he heard that the Medes/Persians planned to attack Babylon, he returned to “defend the city”, but suspiciously surrendered outside the city 2 days before the invasion. He was later rewarded with a governorship with the new Medo-Persian Empire.





Belshazzar: Guided by his strong-willed mother, Nitocris, who always encouraged her boy that he was truly destined to rule because of his royal blood via his “father”, Nebuchadnezzar. He was the only one killed during the M/P invasion b/c he had frivolously murdered the son of the M/P General Gubaru on a friendly hunting trip some years earlier. The Babylonian citizenry greeted the M/P “liberators” with much appreciation.





There are many different possible scenarios & relationships according to various historians. The evidence is not yet conclusive. This plausible extra-biblical background “storyline” patched together from several sources, is but one possibility.








