Daniel – Part I 

Lesson 7- Wayne Barber
LIVING OUT A BIBLICAL WORLDVIEW

Some People Never Learn
Some people just never learn.  That's what we're going to talk about tonight in Daniel 5.  
You heard about to two people going moose hunting up in Alaska.  And the guy flying them in was going to fly them in.  Now, just think about this.  Those of you who like to hunt and get away.  You're going to flying them into a place where nobody could get to except by plane.  Land on the water.  Put them into a cabin for about two weeks.  Fire was already burning in the fireplace in that cabin.  Food was already stocked in the shelves.  And they were going to drop these two guys off for two weeks of heaven.  And he told them as he pulled up to the dock there with the plane that would land on the water, he said, “Guys only one rule and that rule is, you can only kill two moose, but you cannot carry two moose out of here.  You will have to eat one of them and carry the other one out because this plane will not carry that kind of weight.”  They said, “All right.  All right.”  
So for two weeks they hunted.  He came back to pick them up.  Circled the lake and looked down on the dock, they had all of their stuff out there.  He looked and there was the wrapped up bags of two carcasses of moose lying there on the dock.  He thought oh, no.  Lands the plane, pulls up to the dock and says, “Guys, I tried to tell you only one moose.”  The other guy who was standing there said, “Come on man, I was here last year they said the same thing.  They always say the same thing.  And we talked this other guy into it.  Come on man.  We need to get out of here.  We already wrapped this stuff out.  Let us take it out.”  

Well, they argued for a while and he said, “All right.  All right.”  So they put one moose on one pontoon, one on the other.  Strapped it up real good.  Backed up at the end of the lake and got a running start, boy, and got up off the water, and he was saying, “Man, this thing is too heavy.”  And he was trying to pull it pull, pull it up, pull it up, pull it up.  But it wouldn't quite make the mountainous ridge there and they crashed into the trees.  Well, just by a miracle they were all alive and not hurt that bad and the two hunters were lying over there not too far from each other and one of them looked at the other one and said, “Man, where are we?”  And the other hunter said, “Let's see, I think we're about a 150 yards from where we crashed last year.”

Some people just never learn.  
It appears to me from studying the book of Daniel -- we are in Chapter 5 tonight -- that there's a lesson that just doesn't seem to get across to a lot of people.  Now the only four people mentioned in the book of Daniel so far understand that God is Sovereignly, absolutely in control: Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.  The rest of them are just having a tough time figuring it out.  Now the last verse in Daniel 4 ought to be something to remind us all.

Daniel 4:37"Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise, exalt and honor the King of heaven, for all His works are true and His ways just, and He is able to humble those who walk in pride."
Now you would think by now that they were beginning to learn this lesson.  But it seems like one after the other they're so hard headed they just don't seem to learn.  You wonder about mankind don't you?  When you think about man going through what he goes through and yet he'll come right back and go through it again as if he's never learned a single thing.  Well in our study today another king bites the dust and has to learn the lesson the hard way that God is in control.  God raises up power.  God puts them down.  Man, what an exciting truth that is.  God is very differently in control.  
Well, the person we're going to be looking at obviously, and you've already studied this, Belshazzar.  And before we get into it, let’s talk about him just a little bit.  Possibly you went over this in your group time, but let me just hit it and we'll go on.  In verse two it says:

Daniel 5:2 When Belshazzar tasted the wine, he gave orders to bring the gold and silver vessels which Nebuchadnezzar –

His what?

-- his father. 
Now we know something about that.  We know the word father can also be translated grandfather, or when you see the word son it can also be translated grandson.  It is an interchangeable word.  And we have to be very, very careful here.  Because there's been a tremendous amount of time from Daniel 4:37 to Daniel 5:1-2.  There's been a tremendous amount of time.  And the Word of God really backs us up.  

But let me get some of these king’s names that have gone through before this guy has actually come to the throne.  The one who took over after a Nebuchadnezzar died was his only son, and this was what Jeremiah and II Kings talks of him.  It calls him Evil Merodach. How would you like to have a name like that?  As a matter of fact I was called that several times by my mother.  No, it was just something like that.  It had evil in it anyway.  Evil Merodach.  That was his son.  His kingdom lasted for about two years.  Now this guy was murdered.  Now it just really doesn't say.  This is not a job that everybody ought to want.  I mean because this guy gets murdered by his brother in law.  Sounds like downtown Chattanooga.  Nergal, this guy is interesting.  Nergal.  Come here, Nergal.  All right, Nergal.  
You know sometimes I get in the craziest moods.  Sharezer.  Say what do you mean sometimes?  That's the guy who followed Evil Merodach.  And he was succeeded by his son Labashi-Marduk  And you know that name.  Now he was murdered -- boy it's really exciting.  They have a long reign -- in the same year.  Now he takes over and in the same year he's murdered, same year, by a guy by the name Nabonidus. N-A-B-O-N-I-D-U-S.  And he takes over.  
Now I've been doing a little sneaking around here trying to check on these people.  Now I know you're not supposed to get in commentaries.  I didn't get into commentaries, but I got into some history about this thing trying to find out just a few more facts because I just felt like there was a lot left out.  There is.  We're not getting this from Daniel.  History tells us this.  We're not getting this from Daniel.  
But it is because of this succession right here that the secular historians said that Belshazzar could never have existed because they put the timeline when the Medo-Persian Empire came in and took over Babylon.  And they put that timeline right after this guy's reign and they said Belshazzar couldn't have fit in.  And it's only been in recent years that they discovered why he is -- the Bible, friend, is exactly right.  Anytime you think history disagrees with this, somewhere history hasn't understood because this should God's Word.  You don't judge the Word by history, you judge history by the Word of God.  But they have found out now why, because he co-ruled with a man by the name of Belshazzar and that's who we're studying about this week.  And I got interested in that.  Why would he do that?  And the only thing I could find was that this guy right here didn't like to hang around.  As a matter of fact they already found that he had a place that he stayed, kind of a resort area, long ways away.  And I understand that for a period of almost 14 years one time he didn't even show up.  He just let his son rule from the area.  So they were co-rulers.  This is why the secular historians couldn't figure out where Belshazzar came in in the Bible.  They rule at the same time.  
So we see sort of a succession of kings who come through before Daniel 5:1-2.  A lot has happened.  We only know that because of what history has already documented for us.  The Word of God is silent about it.  It does mention, this king right here.  This one is also mentioned.  I haven't found this one.  But these two are definitely mentioned in other places in God's word.

Okay.  So Belshazzar.  The best thing we can see from him from studying Chapter 5 was he was an indignant and proud little rascal.  As a matter of fact, he didn't mind defying anybody, particularly the living God.  And we see this about him and we're also going to see how God is going to have to break him.  He's going to slam dunk him.  He raises them up, buddy, and he slams them right back down.  Proverbs 16:18 says:  Pride goeth before, what?  Destruction.  Of course we looked up all of those verses in our homework this week, but I like that particular verse.  
James 4:6 says that God resists the proud.  So we're going to see this worked out in our lesson tonight.  Let me erase this off because I have alliterated another chapter.  Boy, I am having more fun with this thing.  Now someone asked one time how do you eat an elephant.  And they said the best way to do it is one bite at a time.  So I'm trying to put these things in palatable bites so we can remember them in our minds.  All right?  
Now the first thing we're going to see is a defiant feast.  A defiant feast.  And that is in verses 1-4.  Now let's look at those verses and see what we can bring out of them.  
Daniel 5:1 Belshazzar the king held a great feast for a thousand of his nobles, and he was drinking wine in the presence of the thousand. 

Now, you might want to ask yourself the question, why is he having the feast.  If you study the chapter it is incredible that during the feast while everything is going on almost within the hour, the enemy moves in and takes over.  And if you know anything about Babylon that couldn't have been just a spur of the moment thing on the enemies part.  So right now the enemy probably is already in sight or somewhere around this city when this feast is going on.  Perhaps he knows about it.  We don't know that.  The Word of God does not tell us that.  Maybe he's doing this just to defy the armies to let them know he's not afraid of them.  So he gets a thousand of his top leading people and he has this big banquet or it could be that he's heard that the armies are coming, I don't know, and maybe he's trying to boost their morale.  But for some reason or another he's having this great big feast with all of the leaders of the country that were there.  But the biggest defiance that he has here is maybe not to the outward armies, but particularly to the living God.  Verse two:  
Daniel 5:2 When Belshazzar tasted the wine, he gave orders to bring the gold and silver vessels which Nebuchadnezzar his father had taken out of the temple which was in Jerusalem 

Now go back to chapter one and verse two and it tells us that he brought those vessels out of the temple of God into captivity there in Babylon.  It says:

Daniel 1:2 The Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, along with some of the vessels of the house of God; and he brought them to the land of Shinar, to the house of his god, and he brought the vessels into the treasury of his god. 
And so he had taken these vessels out of the temple.  These were sacred vessels set aside for the worship of the living God.  They had been captured by Nebuchadnezzar, possibly his grandfather and brought over into the country.  Now look what he does with them.  He takes these vessels and they have a drunken feast out of them.  He tells them to go get them and they've got the women there and the wine.  
Daniel 5:3-4 Then they brought the gold vessels that had been taken out of the temple, the house of God which was in Jerusalem; and the king and his nobles, his wives and his concubines drank from them. They drank the wine and praised the gods of gold and silver, of bronze, iron, wood and stone. 

One of the saddest things in the world to me is that they get drunk using the vessels that were set aside for the worship of the Holy God.  He knows that.  He knows every bit what these vessels were for.  He even knows about his grandfather as we see later on in the chapter and he knows what God did to his grandfather to humble him and yet with this indiginacy about him and this defiant spirit he decides to just come against the living God and have a drunken party.  Of course obviously with the women and the wine it probably turned into a drunken orgy before it was over with.  And it says they praised the gods.  The idea of the word praise there is that they sung songs to the gods of gold and silver and bronze and iron and wood and stone.  One of the saddest pictures to me of a person just openly, defiantly coming against the living God.  No fear whatsoever of a holy God.  
You know I can't help, but think about it.  In our generation today it is like people have no fear of the holy God whatsoever, do they?  Rip prayer right out of the schools, rip the name of God right out of everything that we do.  And you just start looking at our country, folks, and I've said it many times.  If God does not judge America, and I think he's already judging it, He owes Sodom and Gomorrah an apology.  Because we as a nation, friend, and you know that and I know that, have completely turned our backs with absolutely no fear.  When I say we I'm speaking of the nation as a whole.  But with no fear whatsoever of a holy God.  
And that's the exact attitude that this guy had when he had his feast, had all of leaders of the country to come in and when he defiantly got the vessels that were to be used for holy worship and got the people drunk by drinking wine out of those vessels.  So we see a defiant feast.  
Well, the second thing we see are some dreadful fingers.  I love this.  This is more fun.  Some dreadful fingers.  What are you to do, Wayne?  Verse five.  

Daniel 5:5 Suddenly the fingers of a man's hand –

And as far as I can tell from that word it really does mean the extremities, the actual fingers of the man's hand.
-- emerged and began writing opposite the lampstand on the plaster of the wall of the king's palace, and the king saw the back of the hand that did the writing. 

Now God directly spoils Belshazzar's party.  Remember what He did to his grandfather Nebuchadnezzar?  Oh, Nebuchadnezzar thought he was doing so great and oh, buddy, God just boom, just interpreted his life.  And now He's doing the same thing with Belshazzar.  He's not going to allow this to go on any further and those dreadful fingers appear.  Look at Proverbs 29:1.  And you know folks, if nothing else out of this course, we ought to understand that God is not going to put up with it that long.  I mean He has His own time table.  But people who will not obey and respect Him to be who He is, there's judgment coming.  
Proverbs 29:1 A man who hardens his neck after much reproof will suddenly be broken beyond remedy.
So we see God is not only a God of love, he is a God of judgment.  And what we're seeing here is he's breaking into this defiant feast that he's having.  These fingers emerge.  This ghostly hand.  And it says on the plaster of the wall, now the plaster of the wall would have been a chalky white or a lime color, a light lime color.  So therefore when the fingers appeared they could be very visible.  I understand that archaeologists say they have found where they think this took place and the room of that area was 169 feet long, if that in fact was it, and it was about 75 feet wide.  So you think about that, that was a huge area.  About 50 yards or so long and about half that wide.  And they said that it was made out of the lime color plaster all the way around.  And you can imagine the king sitting there drinking away with all the people and all of a sudden these fingers appear.  And they start writing.  Obviously they have to hold something.  I don't know what they're writing with.  And they start writing on the wall.  
And so verse five says that the king saw the back of the hand that did the writing.  Now it's not important that the people see it.  It is important that who sees it?  That the king sees it.  Just like his great grandfather, old Nebuchadnezzar saw, now he sees the fact that God has moved in.  And friend listen, it's too late now for him to turn back.  It is too late for him to repent.  He's gone as far as God is going to let him go.  Now THE God has stepped into his life.  
You know, I keep wanting to say something, but it won't quite frame up in my mind.  You have to be a speaker to understand what I'm talking about.  There's a thought running through my mind.  You know, so often you young people (and I think I feel this more from the young generation than I do from anywhere else because I guess I'm just plunged into it a lot) but I sense the fact that they feel like, especially this generation that “ God is never going to bother me”.  God is never going to do anything to America.  They've hadn’t had to go through the Vietnam conflict.  They haven't had to go through a World War that some of you have had to go through.  They have never really seen anything like that.  They read about things in the newspapers.  They hear about things.  But they live out here near Precept or any other areas of Chattanooga, man, they've got it pretty good.  They've got food on the table.  They don't have to worry about a whole lot of things.  Mama and Daddy pretty well put clothes on their back.  They've got everything fine.  So therefore they can just flirt with sin, spit in the face of God, God is not going to do anything anyway.  
And the fear that comes into my mind is not so much that they feel that way I guess, but the fact that if God ever does step into their life it may be way too late to ever turn them back.  It may be waaay too late.  We had a fellow in our church this past week that we heard I'm so grateful that his mama, or his dad rather, and his brother were Christians.  And they were leaving church last Wednesday night over in Virginia.  Godly people.  Loved the Lord Jesus Christ.  Left the church.  Got in the car having a great time having seen all of their friends.  Got in the car, driving out, hit an intersection and when they turned left a state trooper topped the hill doing in excess of a 100 miles an hour with his lights off and hit them before they even knew he was coming.  It was a little rise in the road.  Killed both of them, bang, just like that.  
And you know, it is amazing to me when the fingers come on that wall to Belshazzar it is almost as sudden and just as stark as that accident was and God can do that in our lives.  I may be talking to somebody who may be coming here and buddy you've got a rebellious streak in you big as Dallas.  You might be a husband.  You're here because your wife is here.  You didn't come on your own, you're coming because you don't want to get beat up when you get back or whatever.  And your here tonight and maybe you don't love the Lord.  Maybe you've been playing some games.  Maybe you don't think God is a holy God, friend.  What we're seeing in the Word of God is He's going to let you go as far as He's going to let you go and that's it.  And there's no turning back.  
Buddy, God does not put up with people who defy who He is as the Living God.  So what we have here is a Defiant Feast, but buddy the Judgment begins when we start seeing the Dreadful Fingers.  Well, the next thing we see and the thing really picks up, we see a Disturbed Frenzy.  A Disturbed Frenzy.  Pete, I'm getting good at this.  Frenzy.  You're talking about a messed up king and an excited king.  Not knowing what to do.  That's in verse 6 through 12 of let's look at those verses and see what happened.

Daniel 5:6-12 Then the king's face grew pale --
And the literal there means it lost its color.  Completely lost its color.  Which gives us the idea that's why the New America standard version says grew pale.

-- and his thoughts alarmed him, 
Now why would his thoughts alarm him?  Now you see he knows, I really believe since he knew about Nebuchadnezzar, if you read that there and stopped you wouldn't know.  But if you studied the whole chapter you'd know that Daniel reminds him about his grandfather.  He knows about his grandfather.  He knows how God moved in him.  He knows about the 7 year period of insanity that God put his grandfather through.  He knows very well what God can do.  And I personally believe that's why, I think, he had the feast.  Not only to defy God, but to defy the armies as if nobody can bother me.  The walls of the city were so wide, they say, that you could drive four chariots side by side across the top of those walls.  Man, they were almost like an invulnerable city.  And I think this is what he felt.  He just tried to build up the spirit and the morale of those people and buddy when those fingers come on that wall, I believe he was drunk before, but buddy, he's stoned-sober now.  And now he's flat scared to death.  His thoughts are troubling him because I think in the back of his mind he was pushing to see if God was going to do anything anyway.  Now I don't know, that's just my thinking, it doesn't cost you a thing.

All right look in verse six.

and his hip joints went slack --
Reminds me of my basketball league every Monday night.  What it means is he got real weak in his hip joints.  In other words he can't stand up.  I guess he was so drunk before he couldn't stand up, now he's stoned sober and he still can't stand up.  Buddy, this time it is a little bit different thing causing him.  And it says:

and his knees began knocking together. 
That's as literal as you can get it.  His knees began knocking together.  This guy is scared to death.  You know folks we talk about the holiness of God, aren't you glad that God hadn't made too many moves in our life to let you know buddy when he's upset with -- no, a lot of folks just don't think about that.  I remember the children of Israel when they were at Mount Sinai and the thunder roared and everything and it scared them to death and they came to Moses and said “Oh, man we don't like God speaking like this.”  That's not the half of it folks.  A wrathful, holy God loves righteousness, but Buddy He has a perfect hate for unrighteousness and now He's scared this king half to death.  Verse seven ...

Daniel 5:7 The king called aloud to bring in the conjurers, the Chaldeans and the diviners The king spoke and said to the wise men of Babylon, "Any man who can read this inscription and explain its interpretation to me shall be clothed with purple and have a necklace of gold around his neck, and have authority as -- 

Which ruler of the kingdom?  

-- third ruler in the kingdom." 

It is very important because it agrees with the fact that the other fellow, his daddy, I can't remember his name, was the first in power.  Belshazzar was second.  So whoever it was would be third in power right under him.

Daniel 5:8-10 Then all the king's wise men came in, but they could not read the inscription or make known its interpretation to the king. Then King Belshazzar was greatly alarmed,-- 
Now this is getting worse and worse.

-- his face grew even paler, and his nobles were perplexed.  The queen entered -- 
Now who is the Queen?  I got a feeling about this.  I can't document it, but I think it's the Queen Mother.  You know when you have a matron saint there like -- not a saint, but you have one of the older ladies who has been Queen you call her the Queen Mother because back in verse two it says all of his wives were with him.  So when the Queen comes in it could possibly have been, and I'll just make a suggestion, that was Nebuchadnezzar's wife who was still hanging around in the kingdom.  Who knows.  But look what she does.  She said:

“O king, live forever! Do not let your thoughts alarm you or your face be pale. 

Why?  Because she has good news for him.  She says in verse eleven:

Daniel 5:11-12"There is a man in your kingdom -- 
Now why would she have to tell him this?  The only thing I can get out of it is evidently when Nebuchadnezzar died Daniel might have lost his position as the head of the wise men.  I can't document that, but it appears to me that's what he's doing.  She said:

-- and in the days of your father, illumination, insight and wisdom like the wisdom of the gods were found in him And King Nebuchadnezzar, your father, your father the king, appointed him chief of the magicians, conjurers, Chaldeans and diviners. "This was because an extraordinary spirit, knowledge and insight, interpretation of dreams, explanation of enigmas and solving of difficult problems were found in this Daniel, whom the king named Belteshazzar. Let Daniel now be summoned and he will declare the interpretation." 

And also get from this that Daniel probably at this time is way up in age.  How old do you think he was, Pete?  Just guessing?  80?  That's what I'd say.  80, 85-years-old.  Now you’re talking about when he came over he was 15-years-old.  Well Brother Wayne we're only in Chapter 5.  I know and tons of time is going by in these chapters so don't lose sight of that as we go through.  So this old man is remembered as one who has helped Nebuchadnezzar and now they're in such a jam they have to get someone to come in and help them understand the writing.

Well the 4th thing we see here is a Denounced Flattery.  He's going to Denounce some Flattery here.  And we find that in verses 13 through 24.  It is interesting to me because it's almost the same thing that happened when Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were called before the king.  But in verse 13.

Daniel 5:13-24 Then Daniel was brought in before the king. 
The old man Daniel was brought in.
The king spoke and said to Daniel, "Are you that Daniel who is one of the exiles from Judah, whom my father the king brought from Judah? "Now I have heard about you that a spirit of the gods is in you, and that illumination, insight and extraordinary wisdom have been found in you. "Just now the wise men and the conjurers were brought in before me that they might read this inscription and make its interpretation known to me, but they could not declare the interpretation of the message. 
Now watch up this.
"But I personally have heard about you, that you are able to give interpretations and solve difficult problems. Now if you are able to read the inscription and make its interpretation known to me, you will be clothed with purple and wear a necklace of gold around your neck, and you will have authority as the third ruler in the kingdom." 

Well, do you think that impressed old Daniel whatsoever?  Daniel cannot be bought and Daniel already knows.  You know every time he was summoned, even when he wasn't summoned and he came in late earlier as we studied in one of the chapters, every time he knew God was up to something.  And he knows buddy that this message is not going to be one that the king is going to like.  He hadn't had one good one yet.  So now he's coming in again.  So in verse 17.

Then Daniel answered and said before the king, "Keep your gifts for yourself or give your rewards to someone else; however, I will read the inscription to the king and make the interpretation known to him. 
Boy I tell you what.  We had the men's conference this last week that Pete was talking about.  And the one thing I'm beginning to see happen is a lot of Daniels being raised up that can’t be bought.  And I love that.  Man this old guy we followed him all the way up to Chapter 5 and not one time has he renounced anything as far as his stand with the Lord God.  He is going to exactly what God wants him to do.  He doesn't care how bad it comes across to the king.  He's going to say it just exactly the way it needs to be said.  So now in verses 18-21 Daniel reminds him of his grandfather.  This is when we know that this old boy knew something about Nebuchadnezzar, knew exactly what happened to him.  He says in verse 18:

"O king, the Most High God granted sovereignty, grandeur, glory and majesty to Nebuchadnezzar your father. 

God granted it to him.  He didn't get it himself.  He wasn't a self-made man.  God gave it to him.

"Because of the grandeur which He bestowed on him, all the peoples, nations and men of every language feared and trembled before him; whomever he wished he killed and whomever he wished he spared alive; and whomever he wished he elevated and whomever he wished he humbled. "But when his heart was lifted up and his spirit became so proud that he behaved arrogantly, he was deposed from his royal throne and his glory was taken away from him. "He was also driven away from mankind, --

Of course you know the story. 

He was given grass to eat like cattle, --

It goes on to say:

-- he recognized that the Most High God is ruler over the realm of mankind and that He sets over it whomever He wishes. 

Now before he tells him the interpretation of the words on the wall, he first of all, goes back and reminds him about Nebuchadnezzar.  So then he gives him the interpretation of the dream.  He rehearses the defiance this guy has had before the living God.  Verse 22: 

"Yet you, his son, Belshazzar, have not humbled your heart, even though you knew all this, but you have exalted yourself –

Now watch this.  Even though you knew all of this.  Some people never learn.  

even though you knew all this, but you have exalted yourself against the Lord of heaven; and they have brought the vessels of His house before you, and you and your nobles, your wives and your concubines have been drinking wine from them; and you have praised the gods of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood and stone, which do not see, hear or understand But the God in whose hand -- 
Look here. -- are your life-breath 

In other words, friend, God gives you your next breath.  Isn't it funny how people won't even turn towards God and defiantly turn against God and don't realize every breath God gives to them.  Every single breath.  He is your life breath and in your ways you have not glorified.

-- your life-breath and all your ways, you have not glorified. "Then the hand was sent from Him and this inscription was written out. 

Well he denounced the flattery and buddy now he sets him up to interpret this language that has been written.  Four words that have been written on these walls of plaster.  So finally we have a Devastating Finish.  A Devastating Finish.  I started to put finality, but I thought no.  If I write it up here like it's spelled you'd think I didn't know how to do it.  Verse 25 - 31.

And this is really the whole part.  You know, does God have to come and move in on lives in this way to wake some of us up?  Or what does he have to do to get our attention?  And of course this is not just getting his attention, buddy, this is sealing his doom.  There's no turning back now.  It's way too late for this old boy.  Well it says in verse 25:

Daniel 5:25-31"Now this is the inscription that was written out: 'MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN.' 

Now MENE is the word numbered.  It means numbered.  To be numbered.  The second word he puts out there it TEKEL.  That is the word that means you've been weighed.  And then the word UPHARSIN, that's the word that means divisions.  It is a plural word.  See the S here?  It is plural. 

Now can you imagine these wise men coming in and they look up on the plaster of that wall and they say number, number, weighed, divisions.  And all of them walk in and say, that's tough.  Number, number, weighed, divisions.  
I know there was a guy who works out at Gradies and every time we go in there he started bringing over these riddle type things.  And man, I got to where I didn't like to go in there because I didn't even like my food anymore trying to figure out those stupid riddles man.  And he would have us just sitting there chewing on those things the whole meal.  And I wanted to tell you one, but I won't do it.  But this is kind of to me like -- you walk in, you understand the words, numbered, numbered, weighed, divisions.  What does that mean?  But you see it took a man filled with God, a man committed to God to be able to reveal what this meant in light of the whole nation of Babylon

Well, he begins to interpret it.  Verse 26:
Daniel 5:26"This is the interpretation of the message: 'MENE'--God has numbered your kingdom and put an end to it. 

God has numbered your kingdom and put an end to it.  Boy, there are a lot of skeptics around today aren't they?  They don't believe this.  All America's days are numbered.  Listen, God numbers your days, friend.  Numbers the people.  He keeps a count.  He knows exactly what is going on and he also knows when he's going to stop it, just like that.

I was watching a talk show and I won't tell you who it is.  But his first name is Phil and they had Billy Graham on it.  And I don't watch these talk shows.  I get bored stiff with television.  Not the ball game or CSM, I just don't enjoy watching them.  But I happened to be somewhere and it was on.  I guess I just turned it on for company in a hotel room or something.  And here he was on one side and here is Billy Graham on the other side.  And the guy sitting over here was just playing the skeptic.  It was incredible how he was trying to tear down Billy Graham and he said to him, he said listen Billy, come on man.  Don't make all little children have a sin nature.  I mean the cute little babies that you carry around and you feed with a bottle.  Don't make them have a sin nature.  Come on, Billy.  At least let them get 11, 12-years-old before you put a sin nature on them.  I mean don't do that.  These are sweet little innocent children.  
And I was thinking, how is he going to answer him back on national television and boy God just gave so much wisdom to Billy Graham.  Billy Graham looked at him and said you know what your problem is?  And called the guy by name.  I mean it's right on national television.  He said you're trying to create God in your own image.  That's the first time in my life I ever seen this particular guy totally speechless and the crowd that had been going with him suddenly turned and gave him a standing ovation when he did that.

You see when god's in your little old image, he's not going to bother you.  He's like your daddy was who was such a nice guy that when you did something wrong he always lets you get off with it.  He never bothered you.  He's not going to correct you.  He's a sweet god..got a long beard...sits on the back porch of his house out in the middle of the country.  He's not going to bother anybody.  He's just letting everything happen.  Go on and do what you want to do.  There's not going to be judgment come.  Listen, when they talked about the Flood in the Old Testament that was the first 11 chapters of Genesis and the liberal goes on to say that wasn't even literal.  And Moses didn't write the first five books of the Bible.  Don't worry about all of this stuff; everything is going to be all right.  Hey, it’s gonna get better before the Lord comes again.  Everybody is gonna be okay.  How stupid can you get?  But that's exactly what people are saying.  Because they're trying to put God in their own little image.  That's why they can't understand the Old Testament.  How he told Saul to go and kill the people.  Kill the grandmothers, the children, the little babies, the little boys, and the little girls, the animals.  Kill them all.  Kill every one of them.  Why my God wouldn't do that.  Friend when you start trying to understand God in our little bitty mind -- let me ask you a question.  How big do you think God would be if you could understand Him?  Sounds to me like you'd be a lot bigger than God.  You can't figure these things out.  It would be like Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego quit trying to figure him out and just do what he says.  He is in control.  And I hope that I'm not in a room somewhere where some ghostly fingers have to write on the wall because he is not going to let us get away with sin.  A holy God will not do that.  So we see the message.

Thou has been weighed – or thou has been numbered.  Your days are numbered.  And then in verse 27.  
Daniel 5:27" 'TEKEL'--you have been weighed on the scales and found deficient. 
And the word weighed there -- or deficient means you've been found too light.  In other words you haven't balanced the scales.  When you put a weight on one side to balance something you've got to have the equal weight on the other side.  But if you put a weight on one side and you don't have enough weight over here it is out of balance, it doesn't measure up.  And what he's saying is you're too light.  You don't measure up.  Hey folks, sorry, but you flunked the test.  And then he goes on and says:

Daniel 5:28 " 'PERES'-- 

Now where did he get that?  I know you've already gone through your lesson and you know that.  But did it ever bother you when the Bible does that?  Now tell me honest.  Does it ever bother you when you see many -- thank you Paul it does me too.  And I got such a curious mind I'm going to find out somehow.  Now this right here is singular of this right here.  It's all the same word.  It is the singular and it doesn't mean divisions, it means divided.  But it is interesting that this word is also the root for the word that we get what?  That's the root of it.  That's not what he's trying to say right here.  He could be.  But it's part of the word.  But it is the singular.  
It says numbered, numbered, your days are numbered.  Your time is over, man, your day has come.  TEKEL, you've been weighed in the balances and you've been found lacking.  You don't measure up.  And he -- buddy the kingdom is going to be divided and you're fixing to fall.  That's the word PERES.  So we see the kingdom is given over to the whom?  The Medes and Persians.  So now the head of what has been cut off?  Gold.  Where do we see that?  What chapter?  Chapter 2.  The statue, remember?  This part is documented in Daniel.  The head of gold is gone.  Now we come in with the silver, remember the arms and the upper part which would be the kingdom of the Medes and the Persians and that has now taken place.  It says in verse 29:
Daniel 5:29 Then Belshazzar gave orders, and they clothed Daniel with purple and put a necklace of gold around his neck, and issued a proclamation concerning him that he now had authority as the third ruler in the kingdom. 
Third again.  That same night, that same night, now this all happened instantaneously, that same night Belshazzar the Chaldean king was slain.  And I found out something in history, and again now this is just again it doesn't cost you anything, but I think it just makes it a little fun.  The Euphrates River had a channel that went up under, into the city and I understand now that perhaps the Medes there had diverted the river, dried up the channel and come in that way themselves and were coming in that tunnel the same time he was dealing with those fingers on that wall.  He did not know it, but the enemy was upon him and about to take him.  And in verse 30 it says he was slain… 

Daniel 5:31 So Darius the Mede received the kingdom at about the age of sixty-two.
So we see a Devastating Finish.  A Devastating Finisht.  
I was riding down the highway the other day, I told you I don't guess I have teenagers on my mind right now.  You know where the Mission Ridge is, Mission Cut is?  I was coming on I-24, I was in the left lane which is the fast lane coming into town.  Usually you get over in the left lane, the ones that are zooming right along.  I just zooming right along in the flow of traffic and all of a sudden right in front of me, I had my son with me who was coming from school, were these four teenagers and they began to look back at me and -- the whole thing.  And I'm thinking man I'm telling you the defiant attitudes of some people.  And boy they go down and you don't believe what they did.  They stopped dead still on that inside fast lane on that thing right past the guard rail, stop dead still with all of these cars coming down behind you at whatever speed.  Man, I just barely got the thing stopped before I hit them.  I didn't hit them.  And they turned left across that dirt there and took back the other way.  And I thought to my myself, man, and when I looked back they were all making that snooty defiant look back at me and I'm thinking good gracious sakes alive.  Folks we're seeing young people rise up today with defiance like I don't think the world has ever known because it's been passed down from parents for generations not to respect the holiness of God.  And the way you always see it is how they treat their fellow man.  Always.  It is incredible.  Incredible thing.

Well, let me tell you a little funny story and I'll quit.  I was down in Rome, Georgia several years ago with our senior adults.  Just to show you that God does judge you.  Or Judgment does come because I don’t want to put myself in the place of God.  But I had my senior adults down in Rome, Georgia and we were coming down the road.  Four lane.  And this pick-up truck pulls up on the right side of me and I'm driving the little bitty bus, the little bitty bus that we have out our church.  I don't drive it very often so I'm driving them down.  And this guy gets over in front of me and starts starting and stopping, starting and stopping, starting and stopping, starting and stopping, all the way down.  Just jerk, jerk, jerk.  And I'm having to slow down and stop, slow down and stop.  And I'm thinking man, now he would do the same thing to me.  Just turn around just defiant, boy, just look at me.  And he was just doing that.  And then I found out why he was doing it.  Because I looked over in the review mirror and he was flirting with two girls, high school girls over here on the other side.  They had come out of the local high school there and they were coming up beside me.  And they just thought this was the funniest thing that he was making me hot under the collar.  They could tell I wasn't real excited about the whole thing.  
And he just kept looking out the window and I almost prayed, I almost said,  “God just let me get him.”  No.  That would be little “G” if he did.  And all of a sudden the guy looked out the window and hung out the window and waved over at the girls and looked back at me and -- and his sun glasses fell off of his face.  It did.  And they just went –dong, dong, dong, dong.  And he looked at me so sheepish.  And I looked at him and went -- and I just pulled the bus a little bit over and ran over his sunglasses.  
You say what's that got to do about that?  I don't know I just wanted to tell it.  You know, that defiance in all of us towards the Holy God, brother, there will come a day when it will be judged and folks I'll be honest with you, I think we ought to be watching the eastern sky because there's coming a Day.  And if there's anyone in here that has no fear of God I'd go back and I'd study the book of Daniel.  And I'd go back to those words numbered, numbered, weighed, Judgment.  
If you were weighed in the balances tonight would you be found “light”?   How are you dealing with what is living in you and the truth that God has given to your life?  Do you think God is going to let us off the hook?  Is there not Judgment to send?  Thank God, believers, He took the judgment of sin on the cross and the penalty.  But we're still going to stand before a Holy God one day, aren't we?  So there's nothing to throw away.  We have a Holy God who doesn't tolerate sin.  And some people just never learn.  Let's pray.

Father, we just thank You so much that You are true to Your word.  And, Father, when we read through that I know in my heart, Father, I just felt like how in the world could Belshazzar be so defiant towards You.  And yet, Father, I think about a day in my life when I didn't know You and I was just as defiant.  Father, I thank You for loving me enough and putting up with me long enough to where I could meet Jesus and be a part of Your heavily family.  And, Lord, I just pray that we won't ever presuppose upon Your long suffering, but that, Father, anyone who is hearing my voice, whether it is on tape or whatever that, Lord, thinks that they're playing some kind of game and will wait until they get ready, Father, help them to realize that now is the day.  Now is the accepted time.  Because, Father, one day it may come like it did in Belshazzar's day, too late.  And, Lord, there's nothing they can ever do about it.  Father, we love You and we praise You and we thank You, Lord, that we can learn if we're willing to learn from what is going on with others.  We praise you, Father, for this study.                                                                                                                      In Jesus name.  Amen.
