Daniel – Part I
Lesson 8
Living Out A Biblical Worldview
In God’s Plan, What Is Happening On Earth?
Rev. Wayne Barber
Characteristics of a man that cannot be moved – Daniel 6
In Daniel 1:8, it says something about Daniel we need to remember: he was about fifteen years old at the time, and it says 
Daniel 1:8a  8a But Daniel 1made up his mind that he would not defile himself with the king's choice food or with the wine which he drank; so he sought permission from the commander of the officials that he might not defile himself.
Now, here we see him in chapter six. He is no longer fifteen years old. He is not thirty. He is up in his eighties and he has not changed one bit. As a pastor, Pastor Barber sees a lot of people who start, and they even start energetically, but they never finish. Pastor Barber has come to the conclusion that God has a whole lot more respect for finishers than He does for starters. A lot of people start off, but they do not finish. 
Here is a man who is eighty years old and he has not changed a bit. We are not going to move him or budge him. He made up his mind once and his mind is still made up. He will not defile himself. Darius has come on the throne [of] the Medo-Persian Empire, we have already looked at that in Daniel 5:31, and what is going to happen, now is that he is going to organize the kingdom he has just taken over. Pastor Barber does not believe he means the entire kingdom, until he gets to verse three. But, obviously, when he has taken over this kingdom, he wants to make sure that he has rulers over the different areas. So he appoints one hundred twenty satraps, or governors, and what they are possibly going to do is each one of them will possibly have a region set up. Then he puts three commissioners, or presidents, over those one –hundred-twenty. Maybe each commissioner, or president, had forty governors under him. He has it all divided down to where he can keep order in his kingdom. It should be of no surprise to us that Daniel is one of the top three men underneath him as he governs this new kingdom that he has overtaken. Of course in Daniel 5:29, Daniel is the third ruler in the kingdom, under Belshazzar.
Daniel 5:29  9 Then Belshazzar gave orders, and they clothed Daniel with purple and put a necklace of gold around his neck, and issued a proclamation concerning him that he now had authority as the third ruler in the kingdom. 

Of course, when Darius comes into power, most likely he kept him right there and moved him right to a position of leadership.  That is just a little bit of the setting. Pastor Barber wants to get into the meat of the chapter. He wants us to take a look at the character of a man that cannot be moved. He is a Godly old man. He is not a young “whipper snapper.” He is not a one of these guys out to make a name for himself. He has been around for a long time and all that time he has been in captivity, and he has not changed one bit. Let us look at the characteristics of this man. 

INTEGRITY

First of all, he has integrity, and that integrity really tells us something. He had such integrity that a pagan government could trust him in a great responsible position. Not only did he have a responsibility in a responsible position, but look at verse three:
Daniel 6:3a   3a Then this Daniel began distinguishing himself among the commissioners and satraps because he possessed an extraordinary spirit
He “began distinguishing himself.” In other words, he was far and above the other two commissioners and all the other one-hundred-twenty governors that were under him. The reason is also given: “because he possessed an extraordinary spirit.” That word “extraordinary” means “above and beyond.” That phrase is found in Daniel 5:11,12 and 14. To Pastor Barber, it gives  a picture why he was so extraordinary. He has a very responsible position, as a ruler, and he is going to have to have all kinds of character and qualities about him. Daniel 5:11,12 and 14 tell us what they are.
Daniel 5:11-14   11 "There is a man in your kingdom in whom is a spirit of the holy gods; and in the days of your father, illumination, insight and wisdom like the wisdom of the gods were found in him. And King Nebuchadnezzar, your father, your father the king, appointed him chief of the magicians, conjurers, Chaldeans and diviners.  12 "This was because an extraordinary spirit, knowledge and insight, interpretation of dreams, explanation of enigmas and solving of difficult problems were found in this Daniel, whom the king named Belteshazzar. Let Daniel now be summoned and he will declare the interpretation."  14 "Now I have heard about you that a spirit of the gods is in you, and that illumination, insight and extraordinary wisdom have been found in you.”
Pastor Barber believes that the term “spirit” has been used to denote that God had given him special abilities because he purposed, in his heart, that he would not disobey God. He honored God. As a result of that, God was with him, God’s Presence was upon him, and God’s Power certainly manifested itself by the extraordinary ability that God gave to Daniel. God’s hand was all over him. So much so that these pagan kings, every one under which he served, recognized this about Daniel to the point that they were willing to trust him in the highest position of the land. That is integrity. When a Christian can live that kind of life that even a pagan would put that man in any position he had because he knew he could trust him, and he recognized the extraordinary things that God was doing in his life. 
Pastor Barber talks about when he was in Romania and was told about this certain town and a man who wanted to build a church. The man had such a character, such integrity about him that the local governor, or mayor of the area, allowed him to go ahead and build that church without a building permit from the government down in Bucharest, where  was head of the whole thing. They allowed him to go ahead and build that church and one of the reasons was because of the character of the people that were in that church. They had never done anything that would denote that they should not have that permit. They began to get bricks—you can only get so many bricks a month because everything is rationed in communism. As a result of that, there would be times when the government needed the bricks that the church needed at the same time. So the Christians said, “Hey, listen. You need the bricks, you take the bricks. Do you have anybody to help you lay the bricks?”
And they said, “Well, no. we don’t have enough workers.” So the Christians in that church would lay down what they were doing, go help the government build whatever they were building, and then when other bricks would come in, they would go on continue building the church. 

As a result of that, the man who was in charge, the mayor, came to him one day and said, “Do you realize that you have, within your church, there, the finest people in all of Romania?” 

As a matter of fact, Ceauşescu heard that he was allowing them to build this church without a permit and they called this guy on the carpet and they said, “We’re going to tear down that church!”

The man said, “Listen. You’ll tear down my house before you tear down that church!”

Ceauşescu sent his main man up there. He took him around and said, “Watch these men work.” He watched the integrity of these men on the job.

That man for Bucharest said, “We have no one in this country that can work any harder and any better than these people.” Because of the integrity of those people, they could be trusted in whatever they were doing. Pastor Barber’s question is, “What does it mean to our hearts? How do you do your job?” We go to church on Sundays. Do we gripe about all the pagans we work around? Or do we have such integrity, such a walk with God that the people at our job would put us in the highest position, if necessary, because they could trust us with anything in that company? Or do we have the kind of attitude that does involve the integrity that Daniel had? This is an old man. He is up in his eighties and every  one of those kings knows there is something different about that man. What he does, he does with integrity and God’s hand is all over him. Remember, now, you are working as unto the LORD. 
The first thing, then, he has that integrity.
Daniel 6:3b  3b and the king planned to appoint him over the entire kingdom.
That means the whole kingdom, not just what they have conquered. The king trusted him that much that he would put him over the whole kingdom. 

CHARACTER
The second thing, he had such honest character such that even those that were looking to find fault could not find it. Pastor Barber was thinking about the characteristics of elders over in I Timothy 3, and it talks about blameless and above reproach. It was the kind of individual. . .these guys were obviously. . .the position that he was put into. . .being a Jewish captive, brought over to a pagan land, the position he was put into was going to provoke some jealousy of the people around him, very obviously. Any time we are around somebody that is doing it right, . . .don’t you hate being around somebody living right? Pastor Barber remembers one time they were moving some folks. It was about midnight and his whole family was helping the folks. They got to the point that he was so glad to go home. They had been working all day. He was tired and sweaty and hot. It was in the summertime and when they went over to the apartment, they were moving those folks into, his wife thought she had turned on the air conditioning and turned on the heat. So therefore it is one-hundred-twenty-seven degrees inside the room. You walk in, dehydrate twenty-five pounds. It was just tiresome type of situation. They were just about ready to go home and (his daughter sometimes drives him up a wall, seeing her consistency in walking). She was standing there and he is thinking, “Man, I’m ready to go.” 

All of a sudden the people they were moving walked out and said, “Oh my goodness! We’ve got to go over to these people’s house because we’ve got to pick up a couch and a chair. They said they’re going out of town tomorrow and we have to get it tonight, no matter how late it is.” 

His daughter could see the look on his face as it fell and she walked up to him and said, “Now, Daddy. Remember, Jesus lives in you!” That  smart aleck! Don’t we hate people that are consistent around us? It drives us up a tree. 

Here is an old guy who is full of character and integrity, so honest that everybody knows that. But the people around him that do not measure up cannot  stand it. Pastor Barber believes that when we start having the integrity and character that Daniel had, and we go to work, somebody is going to come after us because they cannot stand it when somebody lives better than they do. They have to tear us down to build themselves up, which is exactly what is going on here. The commissioners and the governors begin to be jealous of the position that Daniel was in.
Daniel 6:4   4 Then the commissioners and satraps began trying to find a ground of accusation against Daniel in regard to government affairs; but they could find no ground of accusation or evidence of corruption, inasmuch as he was faithful, and no negligence or corruption was to be found in him.
They tried to find a flaw. Here is an eighty-some year old man. But he is such a sharp guy, with integrity and character, they cannot stand it, so they start looking. Maybe he has been inattentive to his duties, because certainly an older guy like that might just slough off the job sometime. They could not find anything. Maybe he has been abusive of his power, using it to hurt others. They could not find anything. Maybe there is an attempt to benefit himself, monetarily. They could not find anything. They went down the checklist, trying to find any area and they could find no flaw, whatsoever, in his character. Here were jealous men looking for  a flaw, looking for anything, any black mark on his character. Certainly, when we start looking for garbage, we go where we usually find garbage and there was nothing there; nothing whatsoever; and it was to no avail.
Pastor Barber asks if somebody started checking into our closet, and started looking around into our lives, what they would find. A friend of his has elders in his church and one of the things he does, when the church comes out in elders. . .not only. . .what Pastor Barber does in his church is put out for thirty days. If anybody has anything Scriptural against these men, they must come to “us.” They cannot just come and tell them. They have to be willing to go with them and confront that man Biblically, on what is wrong in his life. That is always real interesting, too. That keeps the rumor mill down.

But he knows another pastor friend of his that puts it in the local newspaper. He says, “Here is a list of the men that are nominated, or appointed as elder. If you have anything against any of these men, will you please come and let us know about it.” He runs it for a solid month before he allows those elders to be qualified in that church. This is integrity because the world out there has had enough of Christianity. Of course, we are shifting covenants here, real quick, but the application is pretty clear to him. If somebody goes looking for a flaw in our life, can they find something, he asks. Can they find something that will make them suspicious of our character or of his character? 
They looked for Daniel and could not find a single thing.  No marks on him, whatsoever. He had integrity. He had character. 
FAITHFULNESS
The third thing we want to see about him, he had faithfulness. Just in the word we see a consistency there. Verse four explains why he did not have any of these things against him.
Daniel 6:4b  4b but they could find no ground of accusation or evidence of corruption, inasmuch as he was faithful, and no negligence or corruption was to be found in him.
When we are faithful, God keeps us from being negligent, or corrupt. Pastor Barber doubts, very seriously, he got up and said, “Oooh, I better cover my tracks. Man, there’s some folks walking after me and I better cover my tracks.” No way! He did not even worry about that. He simply walked honestly before the LORD and obediently to the LORD which kept him from being negligent and corrupt in any area of his life. The reason he was like that was because of his faithfulness to God. Of course, faithfulness and obedience are the same thing: just two sides of the same coin. We cannot be faithful without being consistently obedient, and that is what he was: he did whatever God told him to do. He did not cover his tracks; God covered his tracks. He just simply was faithful to the LORD. 

Sometimes, as a pastor, Pastor Barber wonders, “LORD, what am I supposed to do?” What He showed Pastor Barber was in the book of Joshua, also, when Joshua was supposed to take the people over into Canaan, and this is the thought that helped him all along the way. 

Basically, what he said to Joshua was, what Daniel doeth, “Joshua, don’t you worry about it. You just follow Me, and they will follow you. Don’t worry about what they’re doing. You worry about what you’re doing. You follow Me. You just asked Me what I want to tell you. Do what I tell you to do. I’ll cover your tracks. That’s the key.” 
Day by day, Daniel is found faithful. If it is Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar, or Darius, whoever is the king, we have one man in there that has not changed one bit. He made up his mind a long time ago, and now he is up in his eighties, and he is still just as consistent and just as faithful, now, as he ever had been. 
 In Daniel 6:5-9, they contrive a trap to catch  him in and it is interesting, here. The greatest compliment is paid to Daniel. They do not try to trap him to get him to compromise; they try to trap him because he will not compromise. To Pastor Barber, this is automatic: he is going to fall right into it. That ought to be the greatest compliment anybody could do with anyone. They are going to set him up, but because of his lifestyle, he can be set up. 

Daniel 6:5   5 Then these men said, "We will not find any ground of accusation against this Daniel unless we find it against him with regard to the law of his God." 
That is where they are going to get him. They know he will not disobey his God. 
Daniel 6:6-7    6 Then these commissioners and satraps came by agreement to the king and spoke to him as follows: "King Darius, live forever!  7 "All the commissioners of the kingdom, the prefects and the satraps, the high officials and the governors have consulted together that the king should establish a statute and enforce an injunction that anyone who makes a petition to any god or man besides you, O king, for thirty days, shall be cast into the lions' den. 
Already the plot begins to thicken. If they did that on Christians in America, today, it would not bother most of them, because if it is not Easter and Christmas, they are not praying anyway. So, who is going to be bothered? 
Daniel 6:8-9     8 "Now, O king, establish the injunction and sign the document so that it may not be changed, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which may not be revoked."  9 Therefore King Darius signed the document, that is, the injunction.

That is interesting. We know that if Daniel is faithful and obedient, he is praying, because that is what prayer is all about, discerning what God wants us to do. We know that he has been this way for all these years and they know that he is not going to obey that law. He is not going to be moved by it whatsoever because God has a higher Law in his life. Every time we find disobedience to the Law in Daniel, everyone is told to do something. It is mandatory for everyone that they do something against what God has to say. Obviously, again, he is not going to be moved. 
Daniel 6:10  10 Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; and his windows being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime.
 Daniel is eighty-some years old. If he was fifteen years old, and that same verse was written about him, Pastor Barber has a “sneakin’ suspicion” it was probably because he was out there to get a little bit of attention. And that might be one of the first thoughts that goes into our minds. But, we have to remember how old  Daniel is. He has been around a long time. He has been in a whole lot worse position with them than this and he is not about to go making a show of anything. As a matter of fact, he just continued doing what he had always been doing. That is the key to the whole passage. He was not moved by what the king said. It would have been more evident to people that he was doing something different had he stopped. But he just kept right on doing what he had been doing. Had he been a lot younger, it would have been like a rebel looking for a cause, but that was not his attitude, whatsoever. So he just keeps being consistent. 
Pastor asks why he prayed three times a day. If we do not understand the heartbeat and the mindset of a devout Jew, then it makes it look like, very suspiciously, he is trying to get attention and being outwardly defiant. That is what he is doing. The reason he prays three times a day was because he was a devout Jew.  Psalm 55:17 is the basic heart of a person who is seeking God, a person who really wanted to hear God’s voice, and wanted God to hear his voice.
Psalm 55:17   17 Evening and morning and at noon, I will complain and murmur, And He will hear my voice.
There was nothing odd about praying three times a day to a devout Jew because those were the times set aside that they would pray to God. It says the windows were open there, towards Jerusalem. That is also very understandable, if we understand their culture. It is so helpful to understand these things so we get a proper understanding of what Scripture is saying. He is not being some “smart aleck,” or  arrogant, or defiant. He is just doing what he has always been doing. He loves God. He has a very devout prayer-life. The reason he prays three times a day in the windows facing Jerusalem is in I Kings 8:10, where the Temple is being dedicated and Solomon is there.  
I Kings 8:10   10 It happened that when the priests came from the holy place, the cloud filled the house of the LORD,
This is a wonderful day. This is the day that the Temple is being dedicated and God is being honored.
I Kings 8:33-38  33 "When Your people Israel are defeated before an enemy, because they have sinned against You, if they turn to You again and confess Your name and pray and make supplication to You in this house,  34 then hear in heaven, and forgive the sin of Your people Israel, and bring them back to the land which You gave to their fathers.  35 "When the heavens are shut up and there is no rain, because they have sinned against You, and they pray toward this place and confess Your name and turn from their sin when You afflict them,  36 then hear in heaven and forgive the sin of Your servants and of Your people Israel, indeed, teach them the good way in which they should walk. And send rain on Your land, which You have given Your people for an inheritance.  37 "If there is famine in the land, if there is pestilence, if there is blight or mildew, locust or grasshopper, if their enemy besieges them in the land of their cities, whatever plague, whatever sickness there is,  38 whatever prayer or supplication is made by any man or by all Your people Israel, each knowing the affliction of his own heart, and spreading his hands toward this house;”
I Kings 8:44-49  44 "When Your people go out to battle against their enemy, by whatever way You shall send them, and they pray to the LORD toward the city which You have chosen and the house which I have built for Your name,  45 then hear in heaven their prayer and their supplication, and maintain their cause.  46 "When they sin against You (for there is no man who does not sin) and You are angry with them and deliver them to an enemy, so that they take them away captive to the land of the enemy, far off or near;  47 if they take thought in the land where they have been taken captive, and repent and make supplication to You in the land of those who have taken them captive, saying, 'We have sinned and have committed iniquity, we have acted wickedly';  48 if they return to You with all their heart and with all their soul in the land of their enemies who have taken them captive, and pray to You toward their land which You have given to their fathers, the city which You have chosen, and the house which I have built for Your name;  49 then hear their prayer and their supplication in heaven Your dwelling place, and maintain their cause,”
So it was their custom and part of Solomon’s [prayer] that day when they opened up the Temple. That was the place where God stood in the Holy of Holies. Whenever they were out of the land, they would always face towards Jerusalem, towards the Temple when they would pray because that represented to them, the Presence of God on Earth as He dwells among men. 

Pastor Barber takes us over to Jonah. Jonah is in the fish. He would not get right with in the storm, so now he is trying to get right in the fish. Watch what Jonah says down in the belly of the fish:
Jonah 2:4   4 "So I said, 'I have been expelled from Your sight. Nevertheless I will look again toward Your holy temple.'”
That was the mindset of the devout Jew. God was on earth with them; He tabernacled with them; now, He is in a resident place called the Temple and God has honored and blessed them, and part of Solomon’s [prayer] was whenever they were out of the land, whenever they sin, turn back toward Jerusalem, face Jerusalem and face the Holy Temple. 

Pastor Barber wonders what [Daniel’s] prayers were all about, if Daniel did not cry out three times a day, for the sins of all the people, and for the reasons that had been taken into captivity. Certainly, just because a king made a decree not to do that, was not going to stop Daniel because he had a higher Law, a higher Authority telling him what to do.
The key, here, is not that he is trying to be arrogant, indignant, or trying to gain attention. He just simply was not moved. He just kept right on doing what he was doing because every day, in those windows, facing Jerusalem, as the Bible told him to do, he would always pray his prayers at noon, in the morning, and at night. 

So he had integrity, character and faithfulness. It is interesting, here, before he goes to the next one, that the king had been so upset when he found out what was been going on—you know what happens here—what happens is the king finds out about it in verse eleven. 
Daniel 6:11-14a  11 Then these men came by agreement and found Daniel making petition and supplication before his God.  12 Then they approached and spoke before the king about the king's injunction, "Did you not sign an injunction that any man who makes a petition to any god or man besides you, O king, for thirty days, is to be cast into the lions' den?" The king replied, "The statement is true, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which may not be revoked."  13 Then they answered and spoke before the king, "Daniel, who is one of the exiles from Judah, pays no attention to you, O king, or to the injunction which you signed, but keeps making his petition three times a day."  14a Then, as soon as the king heard this statement,
Now, watch this very carefully because it is going to show us how much the integrity, character and faithfulness of Daniel had struck the heart of that king. Remember, we said this over and over, again in Daniel, the problem in our land is not our government; it is believers who will not live like believers. Daniel has lived such an honest and righteous lifestyle before this king that it had already grabbed his heart. 
Daniel 6:14b  14b he was deeply distressed and set his mind on delivering Daniel; 
He was not worrying about the stupid decree. He wanted to spare the man that he felt like had more consistency than any of them.
Daniel 6:14c-15  14c and even until sunset he kept exerting himself to rescue him. 

But these ding-a-lings kept coming back and reminding him that the law could not be revoked. 
Daniel 6: 15  15 Then these men came by agreement to the king and said to the king, "Recognize, O king, that it is a law of the Medes and Persians that no injunction or statute which the king establishes may be changed."
So, they go and get Daniel. Of course, the penalty was  to be put in the lions’ den.
Daniel 6:1  16 Then the king gave orders, and Daniel was brought in and cast into the lions' den. The king spoke and said to Daniel, "Your God whom you constantly serve will Himself deliver you." 
Pastor Barber wonders if we are living the kind of lifestyle that even the people over us are trying to rescue us. He had so grabbed the heart of that king, because that king saw in him, integrity, character and faithfulness. Only in America do we have the kind of Christianity that sometimes is put on the newspapers in and the media about the harsh, rude type of people defying the government and try to get a newspaper reporter by, or TV camera by, just so they get a little more attention. That is not at all what we find in Daniel. We find a man who is not out blowing his own horn, and he is not on a soap box. He is just being faithful to God and as a result if it, everything is happening all around him. And the king loves him so much that he is trying to rescue him from a decree that the king, himself, made, after he finds out  that he will not obey it.

So, he is in the lions’ den and the king has tried to save him. 
Daniel 6:18-20   18 Then the king went off to his palace and spent the night fasting, and no entertainment was brought before him; and his sleep fled from him.  19 Then the king arose at dawn, at the break of day, and went in haste to the lions' den.  20 When he had come near the den to Daniel, he cried out with a troubled voice. The king spoke and said to Daniel, "Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you constantly serve, been able to deliver you from the lions?"
Consistency and constancy is what we see in Daniel. He did not back up an inch. Now, they have him in the lions’ den and the king is more concerned about him than he is about him. So he has integrity, character and he has faithfulness. These are characteristics of a man who cannot be moved. No way is he going to be moved. He has made up his mind. 
DEVOTION
The fourth thing Pastor Barber wants us to see is that he has Devotion to his God. He had such devotion to his God that  he fears God more than he fears the lions. And this is, to Pastor Barber, the greatest characteristic he sees about Daniel. 
Daniel 6:21-22     21 Then Daniel spoke to the king, "O king, live forever!  22a "My God sent His angel and shut the lions' mouths and they have not harmed me, inasmuch as I was found innocent before Him;
If there is anything on Daniel’s mind, other than…, he was not worried about what people thought about him, he was more concerned with what God thought about him. The reason those angels came and shut those lions’ mouths was because he was innocent before his God and because he had constantly been faithful before his God. Therefore, God protected him in the dilemma that was around him. 
Pastor Barber remembers when his brother-in-law was being recruited. Two hundred and some colleges… second number two player in the state of Kentucky in basketball…. He was there the night the coach signed him to the university that he went to. He happened to be visiting with the family the very night that he came by .He remembers his father-in-law sitting in the corner, looked across the room at that coach and said, “Now, buddy, I will tell you something,” pointing his finger at him. “I want to tell you something. Don’t you ever hurt my boy. Don’t you ever hurt my boy. You better fear me if you ever hurt my boy. If you ever lay a hand on my boy, don’t you ever hurt him.” 

Well, the coach looked at him and smiled. Come to find out that the coach was a believer and loved the Lord Jesus Christ. The coach said back to him, “Mr. Barker, I’m not worried about you, but I am concerned about the One that I answer to. And don’t you worry about a thing. If I’m innocent before Him, everything will be allright with you.” And that was his major concern.

There are a lot of us more concerned about what people think about us than what God thinks about us. How many people, today, are more concerned with what people think about them than what God thinks about them? And one of the things of him standing in that lions’ den with lions all around him, he was not looking at the lions; he was looking at the LORD. He was more concerned with what God thinks about him than he ever was with the people or what the lions were doing around him. When God’s Word says something, we stand on what God’s Word says, come hell or high water. Do not worry what the people think about us; we need to be concerned with what God thinks about us. If we can stand innocently before Him, then we will be blameless before humanity. That is the key. How often the pressure is on us to please humanity and not please the LORD. 
Pastor Barber tells of when his church converted over to the “Elder” system, he would go home some nights thinking, “LORD, let’s just do this differently. Let’s just camouflage the whole thing. Let me have Elvis and I won’t tell anybody. I’ll put him in a room, meet with him during the week. Man, it’s just… I had people…you wouldn’t believe some of the things that were said to us! But, it finally came down to what old Paul said. He said, ‘Listen. You start pleasing men, friend, you just stopped pleasing God.’”
Old Daniel was more concerned about being innocent before God, than he ever was, all the junk they were dragging up before him, accusing him before men. As long as we are innocent before God, that is all that matters. God will shut the lions’ mouths around us if, only if we are innocent before Him. Pastor Barber tells us that he has been bitten a few times because he was not innocent before the LORD. A lot of flesh got in the middle of things. Those lions have sharp teeth, sometimes! The only time He ever shut them for him was when  he knew, before his God, he was innocent  and he did not have anything inside of him that was going to benefit Wayne, or anybody else.
Daniel was not looking at the lions. Daniel was looking…Pastor Barber asks if we know what protected him. This was a thought that just “grabbed” him: obedience. We are always protected by obedience. 
Daniel 6:23      23 Then the king was very pleased and gave orders for Daniel to be taken up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den and no injury whatever was found on him, because he had trusted in his God. 
Sounds like Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego because you see this over and over, again. 
We are going to get in chapter seven, next week and we are going to try and figure out all the beasts and what is going on. Pastor Barber’s fear in studying Daniel is that we are going to get so caught up in chapters seven through twelve about what is going to happen in the end times that we forget the lessons of character we learned in lessons one through six. Everybody loves to study Revelation because it has not happened, yet. Nothing personal, but if we look at Revelation, there is a whole lot personal in there. Especially the first several chapters when we get on the different churches and the messages for the churches. 
But people skip all that. They want to go and argue about who is the anti-Christ, and who is going to be the beast, and who is going to be the great harlot, and all this kind of stuff, and not even think about what it means to us today. If we are walking before God like we ought to be walking before God, only He knows that  in our life. If we are innocent before Him, we can be blameless before our peers around us. God will shut the mouths of the lions that are around us when we are innocent before Him. He was freed because of his obedience and because he trusted in the LORD. 
So he had integrity, he had character, he had faithfulness and he had devotion. Not only did he have it when he was eighty, he also had it when he was fifteen. He lived a long time this way, and he has never gone back on his commitment, “I will not defile myself.” 
TRUST
But the final word is that little thing that is defined in verse twenty-three: he had trust, total trust. He trusted the LORD. He had such a trust in the LORD that he did not go out after his accusers. He let God take care of them. Pastor Barber saw something in these last two verses that really blessed him. He did not see anywhere that Daniel retaliates against these men. He does not see anywhere that he gets out of the lions’ den and tells  that king, “Okay, king, I want to show you something, buddy. I’m okay, but these guys, I want you to burn ‘em.” Pastor Barber does not see them doing anything like that whatsoever. He just sees Daniel going right on doing what he was doing; just trusting God and walking along with Him. He is going to let God take care of the vengeance. He is going to let God take care of all the rest of the stuff. Pastor Barber advises us not to think God can’t take care of it. 

As a pastor, many times Pastor Barber has been vindicated by things that have happened in churches, and little groups that have gotten together. They always meet in these little groups. They will all have different places they will meet and they will always have a spokesman. Some of them will not say a word. They will always smile at you and tell you how nice your sermon is when they walk out the church. They are the ones doing the phone calling to get whoever the big-mouth is to come and do the talking for them. That is the way it usually goes. There have been many times those situations have really risen up in churches about pastors. Pastor Barber thanks the LORD that has never happened where he is now. One of the things God has taught him, over and over, again, “Don’t you go after these people, now, once it’s over. You leave ‘em alone. Love ‘em and pray for ‘em. God’ll take care of ‘em.”
He remembers from the one church, the very people that ran that church when he got there…ran it…meanest people that ever walked the face of this earth. Sometimes, when he went in to pastor, he thought people loved Jesus. He thought that was why they came to church. He did not realize they came in to sing “Glory to” a denomination. He thought they came to sing, “Glory to Jesus” and … the Word.” He found out all kinds of different things within the first forty-eight hours he pastured a church. By the way, people that will come to you, Pastor, if you’re listening to him on this video, remember what he is saying; he is on your side. The people that will come to you first, when you get to a church, watch out. They will hang you about five years down the road, if not five weeks. 

This group ran the church. And Pastor Barber stayed there and watched God remove them from any position of leadership. He never raised a finger or uttered a word. He did not even mention their name. We can go back to that church, today, and there are no more ushers standing at the door. Not one of them is in leadership. God took them out and he put them right where he wanted to put them; took them, right away, from that leadership position. 

And he has learned a hard lesson. Be innocent before the LORD and stay that way. Do not let vengeance create, in our hearts…Old Daniel could have been hacked, bad hacked. Here he is, now being delivered. He is going to be the top man in the kingdom underneath old Darius. What he could do right now would be incredible. But he does not say a word. But, watch what God does!
Daniel 6:24-28       24 The king then gave orders, and they brought those men who had maliciously accused Daniel, and they cast them, their children and their wives into the lions' den; and they had not reached the bottom of the den before the lions overpowered them and crushed all their bones.  
Romans 12:19b 19b Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord.

You let Him repay. 
Deuteronomy 32:36  36 Indeed the LORD will vindicate his people, have compassion on his servants, when he sees that their power is gone, neither bond nor free remaining.
We do not have to do anything. Just stay honest and innocent before Him and God will shut the mouths of the lions. But, He will deal…matter of fact, it is interesting…the very lions that they got to put around Daniel were the very ones that ended up eating them. 
Daniel 6:24-28       25 Then Darius the king wrote to all the peoples, nations and men of every language who were living in all the land: "May your peace abound!  26 "I make a decree that in all the dominion of my kingdom men are to fear and tremble before the God of Daniel; For He is the living God and enduring forever, And His kingdom is one which will not be destroyed, And His dominion will be forever.  27 "He delivers and rescues and performs signs and wonders In heaven and on earth, Who has also delivered Daniel from the power of the lions."  28 So this Daniel enjoyed success in the reign of Darius and in the reign of Cyrus the Persian.
The characteristics of a man that cannot be moved are:

1. INTEGRITY – such integrity that even a pagan government will give him the greatest responsibilities,

2. CHARACTER – such character that they cannot even find a flaw in him when they are looking for it in the garbage pit wherever they are looking,
3. FAITHFULNESS – the kind of faithfulness that is consistent, that he would not move when the decree was made; he kept right on doing what he was doing,

4. DEVOTION – the kind of devotion that he was more afraid of God than he was of people that he might be found innocent before the LORD, and

5. TRUST – he was not vindictive or vengeful; he just trusted God to take care of it the way only God could take care of it; and God flat did, exactly what only He could do

We get into chapter seven, we come to find out that we might disagree with one another. Let us be Daniel. Let us have integrity, character, faithfulness, devotion, and trust. And let us love each other as we go through this thing. It is not as easy as some people say it is. Remember, the illumination of the Spirit…that is the first thing we ever did when we started Daniel. We said that not only did we believe in the inerrancy of the prophet, the infallibility of the Word, but the illumination of God’s Spirit. So, as we study chapter seven, ask God to take our minds and help us to put things together, to give us the insights that He is looking for. Pastor Barber also asks us to pray for him, that he could be the kind of man…he wants to pray for the men, too. Men, guys, boys, we would be the Daniels today. We need them. If we would be what Daniel would be, look what we would do to change the hearts and lives of the people who are in higher powers than what we possess. Let us pray.
Father, 

We just thank You so much for the life of a man that lived, LORD, a long time ago. LORD, here we are in a better covenant, the Holy Spirit living within us. That all things have been given to us for life in God in us. We look back and see a man who made up his mind and stuck with it, and was consistent and faithful. And while we recognize how You stepped in and You surrounded him, You became a hedge around him. Not that he didn’t have to go through difficult times, or never had to bemoan anything in his life. Nut, Father, You were right there. And here we are, Father, in America, in the twenty-first century, trying to be Daniels, Father, apart from just being Daniels, letting Your Holy Spirit build us into the character You want us to be. I pray for the men, here, tonight, and I pray for the men that will be watching these videos. I pray, Father, that we will understand that we need to quit throwing rocks at what we think the government is doing wrong and start living like You tell us to live. Father, I can point no fingers. I pray, Father, that You will just invade the secret areas of our life. Help us to see the things we are holding on to that, LORD, really are binding us. Teach us, Father, that when you are in control of our life, You build character. And that character, even though resented sometimes by the pagan world, is respected. Father, help us remember that. LORD, we love You, we thank You that You are in control, and we praise You, in Jesus’ Name.  Amen.
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