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Astyages�Great King of Medes�Rebuilt the Median Empire�585-550 BC





Cyaxares II�son of King of Medes


�





Amytis�Median Wife of Nebuchadnezzar�                           King of Babylon�-for whom he built “Hanging Gardens”





Mandane�daughter of King of Medes





Cyaxares I�Allied with Babylon to Defeat Assyrians but Lost Median Kingdom to Scythians (Ukraine)�625 -585 BC�





Cyrus the Great�King of Medo-Persia





550- Overthrew Median King


                       (His grandfather)�546- Conquered Lydians�546-540- Consolidated Empire�539- Conquered Babylon





B. ~600 BC                 D. 529 BC





Cambyses II�Ruled 529-522�





The Royal Lineage of �           Cyrus, The Great











Cambyses I�King of Persia


�





Historical Note


At time of Isaiah, Jeremiah:  Only  “the Medes” were mentioned in prophecy (Persians were barely a culture)


At time of Daniel’s later years: “Laws of Medes & Persians”


At time of Esther: Persians were  the dominate culture; therefore, “Persians & Medes”





Persians were known for their gentle character





October 29: King Cyrus Day! Celebrating Religious Tolerance by remembering the day that Cyrus entered Babylon and soon returning the Jews (and others) to their homeland in order to worship their own God (gods).





Could Darius the Mede  & Cyrus the M/P be the SAME man?


“Darius” may be a “title” like Pharaoh, Abimelech. 


Dan 6:28 “And” (vav) has also been translated:  even, namely, also known as





Religion of both �Medes & Persians�600 BC


Zoroastrianism


Dual gods (Ahura Mazda) Light & Dark


Heaven & Hell


thus…





Isaiah 45: 5-7


I am the LORD and there is no other. Besides Me there is no God. I will gird you [Cyrus] though you have not known Me.…The One forming light and creating darkness., 


causing well-being and creating calamity. 











