Adapted from The Final Kingdom
By Ron Cantrell

Based on the account of Greek historian Herodotus
b. 484, recounting what he had been told

Cyrus Should Have Died
Before Cyrus was born, the king of the Medes, Astyages, had witnessed the defeat of his father’s kingdom by the Scythians (Ukraine). They conquered and ruled over Media for 28 years. Astyages’ victory and re-establishment of the kingdom of the Medes was a monumental accomplishment. Upon ascending the throne after his father’s death, fear of losing the kingdom again created an almost paranoiac state in Astyages. 
The First Dream

He dreamed that from his daughter Mandane a stream flowed that not only covered his capital but covered the whole of Asia. Troubled by the dream, he went to the Magi who were known for interpreting dreams. They were people of one of the provinces of the Medes, from which scholars think the followers of Jesus’ star may have come centuries later. The interpretation of the dream terrified Astyages. He was told that a child born from his daughter’s womb would usurp the kingdom from him. 
The King’s Plan to Foil the Dream
He therefore plotted to arrange circumstances so that his dream would not come to pass. Astyages would not give his daughter’s hand in marriage to a Mede. The Medes were known for their prowess in war and for their aggressiveness. Instead he would have her marry a Persian. The Persians, in contrast, were known to be of quiet temper and considered much inferior to Medes. He chose a particularly even-tempered Persian named Cambyses, known to be a quiet and thoughtful prince whom Astyages believed to be no threat to his kingdom. Thus, Cambyses married Mandane and took her south to his hometown of Ansan in Persia, a much smaller empire.
In the very first year of their marriage, Astyages had a second dream. In this dream, a vine grew from the womb of his daughter and overshadowed the whole of Asia. According to the Magi, the second dream was a repeat of the first. In a fearful tremor, Astyages sent to Persia for his daughter, who was with child, and had her brought to the royal palace and set a watch over her. When she arrived she was near the time to deliver her first child. The plan of Astyages was that if the child to be born were male, it would be spirited away and murdered by Astyages primary palace aide, Harpagus. Again, Astyages terrifying dreams caused him to attempt to maneuver circumstances he deemed threatening to his throne.

A Son is Born

Mandane soon gave birth to Cyrus, her firstborn son. The baby was delivered to General Harpagus who wrapped him in royal garments and, weeping, took the infant to his own hometown in the mountainous area of Media. Upon arriving home to his wife, he related the story of the king’s intent to take the baby’s life. 

“What, then, is in your heart to do?” his wife questioned him. “I will not be the man to work his will, or lend a helping hand to such a murder as this,” he replied. Unwilling to spill royal blood, he therefore sent a herdsman of the area, Mitridates, whom he knew and instructed him to take the baby and perform the will of the king.
The herdsman carried the baby into the mountains to his own home where his wife, in his absence, had just given birth to a stillborn male child. Uncovering Queen Mandane’s beautiful baby, clothed in finery and gold, she begged her husband not to take the life of the living child but to replace their stillborn son in exchange for the living boy – which he did. Changing the clothing of the two babies, the herdsman carried his own dead child to the mountains, left him exposed for three days, and returned to Harpagus’ house with news that the child was now dead. Harpagus sent one of his most trusted body guards to accomplish three things: to witness that the child was indeed dead; to arrange for a burial; and to take news to the king that his will had been done.

Ten Years Later
Ten years later, child’s play brought Cyrus before his grandfather and though the gears of heaven grind slow – nevertheless, they grind sure. In the small village where the herdsman lived, the child Cyrus (not yet known by that name) was playing with other village children who, in a game of make-believe, appointed Cyrus to be their “king”.)  Cyrus was appointing some boys to build houses and palaces, while others were appointed to be the king’s spies and guards. He then began to order them about as kings were known to do, but one of the boys refused to be ordered by the pretend King Cyrus. He then had the guards seize him and he personally whipped him severely, leaving marks on his back.

The chastised boy happened to be the son of a distinguished nobleman of the village who in a rage took this son to King Astyages to complain about what the cowherd’s son had done. The king sent for the cowherd and his son to hear the complaint fully. Upon their arrival the king set his eyes upon the boy and asked him if he was aware that he had abused the son of a nobleman of the village.

Cyrus answered, “My lord, I only treated him as he deserved. I was chosen to be king in play by the boys of our village, because they thought me best for it. He himself was one of the boys who chose me. All the others did according to my orders; but he refused, and made light of them, until at last he got his due reward. If for this I deserve to suffer punishment, here I am – ready to submit to it.”

The king was touched by the nobleness of his answer and his personal demeanor. At the same time, he thought he saw something in his face too much like his own to be coincidence. He also mentally tabulated that the boy was of the age to have been a baby when he had his grandson left on the mountains to meet his fate. Quickly he dismissed the nobleman and his son with assurances that justice would be wrought, so that in fact he might question the herdsman alone.

Astyages had the boy Cyrus taken to an inner room and then he faced the herdsman alone. “Where did you get this boy?” the king queried. “He is my own son- the child of my wife who is still alive and lives with me in my house.” The king had his guards apprehend the man roughly. “You are very ill-advised to bring yourself into such great trouble!” The guards then were instructed to haul the man off to the rack. Falling into a heap on the floor, the cowherd then told the story exactly as it had happened many years previously without concealing anything, ending with pleas and prayers to the king to forgive him.

The Evil King’s Rage
The king’s rage then turned upon Harpagus who was sent for. The king spared nothing in showing to Harpagus his rage at being disobeyed. Harpagus, knowing that his life was on the line, recounted the story as it had happened and swore that he was certain that the child was dead even though he had not wanted to slay the boy with his own hands.

Astyages then softened, saying “So, the boy is alive, and best it is, for the child’s fate was a great sorrow to me, and the reproaches of my daughter went to my heart. Truly fortune has played us a good turn in this. Go home then, and send thy son to be with the newcomer, and tonight, as I mean to sacrifice thank offerings for the child’s safety to the gods to whom such honor is due, I look to have thee as guest at the banquet.”
Harpagus then returned home with the news and obeyed, sending his son to help the boy, Cyrus, in the palace as the king had requested.
King Astyages then went about wickedly to punish Harpagus for his disobedience ten years earlier. The king had Harpagus’ son murdered, roasted, and served to him during the feasting of the banquet. Only Harpagus was to partake of the “special dish” and when done, the king asked how the meal had pleased Harpagus. Harpagus replied that he had enjoyed it excessively. Astyages then has servants bring out a covered basket with the head, hands and feet of Harpagus’ son and presented it to him.

Temporary “Peace”
Steeling himself against the wickedness of the king and retaining his self-control, Harpagus took the remains of his son and buried them. 

In a quandary about what to do with Cyrus, the king sent for the Magi once again. They convinced him that since the boy had “played” king and was brought to the palace for just that reason, the dream had already been fulfilled and Astyages had no further reason to fear the boy He was advised to send him to his real mother in Persia and forget the omens. Since the boy was truly a Persian anyway and would, if allowed to come to the throne, treat the Medes as foreigners, it was indeed best to send him far away.
Cambyses and Mandane, upon receiving their long-lost son and hearing the story of how he had survived, gladly received him into their arms and lives. When Cyrus was grown to manhood, he became known as the bravest and most popular of all his peers.
Harpagus’ Revenge
King Astyages’ palace aide Harpagus was bent on avenging himself for the horrible death of his son. He began to pay friendship tribute to Cyrus secretly with gifts and messages. Weaving a web of intrigues by befriending disgruntled Medes in the army and creating a network of potential revolt, Harpagus plotted against the kingdom of Astyages. He slowly convinced the Median nobles that they would find a kingdom much more suited to their good if they would find a way to place Cyrus at their head. Finally the day came to test the willingness of Cyrus himself.

Knowing the road to Persia was patrolled by Median soldiers. Harpagus contrived a secret method of sending word to Cyrus that a revolt plan was in order. In the hands of a peasant huntsman Harpagus put a wild hare with instructions to take it to Cyrus, telling him to gut the animal himself. Inside the hare, Harpagus has sewn a message with the desires of the rebels of Media. The letter read:

Son of Cambyses, the gods assuredly watch over you, or never would you have passed through your many wonderful adventures – now is the time when you may avenge yourself upon Astyages, your murderer. He willed your death, remember. To the gods and to me you owe that you are still alive. I think you are not ignorant of what he did to you, nor of what I have suffered at his hands because I committed you to the cowherd, and did not put you to death. Listen now to me, and obey my words…” 
Thus Harpagus spelled out the plan to Cyrus.
Cyrus’ Response
Liking the groundwork that Harpagus had laid, Cyrus then devised a plan to convince the Persians to revolt against Astyages. In a royal scroll he read to his countrymen that Astyages had appointed him to be their general, he ordered them to bring all the reaping scythes they could find and report to him the next day. Showing them a huge field of thorns, he instructed that they should reap all the thorns  before sundown.  The following day he had the men (all cut up, bleeding from thorns) report again – this time to a feast of banqueting and drinking all day long. At the end of the two days, Cyrus questioned them regarding which of the days was more enjoyable to his compatriots. The resounding answer was “the day of feasting”. Cyrus then revealed the plan to revolt against Astyages’ kingdom which had been symbolized by the field of thorns and to choose Cyrus as their king- symbolized by the day of feasting. Without question his people were ready to fight. 
The Battle of Pasagadae (SW Iran)
Meanwhile, back in Media, King Astyages, hearing of Cyrus’ plans to attack and in a panic of forgetfulness of how he had injured Harpagus, appointed him “General” of all his forces to fight against Cyrus. In the battle, only a few of the Medes fought against Cyrus’ forces. All the others knew the plan and the armies of Medes were soundly defeated. Astyages was taken hostage and despite being taunted by Harpagus, was treated well in Cyrus court until his death. Both of Astyages’ dreams had come true.
Lydia in Asia Minor (Turkey)
King Croesus of Lydia, desiring to avenge the overthrow of his brother-in-law, Astyages, marched against Cyrus. But Cyrus, with Harpagus at his side, defeated Croesus and conquered Lydia in 547 BC. [Remember the saying about this man, “Rich as Croesus”?]
Babylon (Iraq)
Later, conquering Babylon much in the same way as he conquered the Medes, Cyrus was a tool in the hand of God. For God could successfully plant in the heart of Cyrus the decree allowing the Jewish people to return to Jerusalem. He would even help them rebuild their city and Temple because the time had come that God had ordained for Cyrus . Cyrus was securely set on the throne of the now Medo-Persian Empire.

It is very likely that this story is true because Satan, knowing that Cyrus would be the one to glorify God by returning His people from captivity, would want to end the life of this noble young man, thus feeding the paranoia of King Astyages.


Daniel 6: This story of Cyrus’ childhood helps us better understand the king’s strong reaction to the unjust plot conjured up to end Daniel’s innocent life….so similar to King Astyages’ plot to end Cyrus’ own innocent life.


Regardless what measures Astyages took to stop the course of events, he actually CAUSED them to happen just as God had foretold in Isaiah 44-45 over 100 years in advance. Truly, the Most High God is SOVEREIGN over the realm of mankind!








