	The Achaemenid Family


	                                                                                                                 Achaemenes
                                                                                                    Legendary King of the Persians

	                                                                                                                 Teispses

Cyaxares I (625-585 BC) defeated Assyria


	Cyrus I / Astyages (640–600)

King of the Medes, ended Assyrian Empire
Grandfather, who  tried to kill Cyrus at birth

	                            Ariarmnes



	                                             Cambyses I (600–559)
                                 King of Persia, married dau of Cyrus , father of Cyrus

	                             Arsames

 I

	                           Cyrus the Great (550–530)
                          Isaiah 44, 45 prophesied 150 years in advance
AKA Cyrus II or Darius, the Mede (Daniel 6, 10, 11)
Mother- Mede, Father-Persian
Conquered Babylonian Empire, 539 BC
Returned Jews to Jerusalem to rebuild Temple
	

	Cambyses II (530–522)

                                                              Died in Egypt, no heir
	                                     Hystaspes



	
	Darius I (522–486)

Cousin to Cambyses, re-took throne
Helped restart building the Temple

	


	Xerxes I (486–465)

AKA Ahasuerus, He invaded Greece with an army, of more than 2,000,000 soldiers, only 5,000 of whom returned with him. Leonidas, with his famous 300, arrested his progress at the Pass of Thermopylae, and then he was defeated disastrously by Themistocles at Salamis. It was after his return from this invasion that Esther was chosen as his queen.
Daniel 11:2 prophesied 53 years in advance


	
	Artaxerxes I (464–424)

Nehemiah rebuilds Jerusalem’s walls 445-6,  Dan 8:25

	
	Darius II (423–404)

	
	Artaxerxes II (404–359)

	
	Artaxerxes III (359–338)


                                                                                                                     Darius III (337-336)
Ruled Medo-Persian Empire





Smerdis: usurped throne, claiming to be Cambyses’ brother, stopped re-building of Temple, ruled 6 months





336    Alexander the Great (GREECE)�           Daniel 8:21,11:3-4, prophesied 203 years earlier�          Conquered Medo-Persian Empire





MEDES





PERSIANS





NOTE: Ahasuerus means “Mighty King” �                                          or “Lion-King”








