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       Daniel 11
Political Left                                                                                                           Maccabees - Hassadim                                                                                                    Political Right
	Herodians
	Publicans
	Sadducees
	Pharisees
	Essenes
	Zealots
	Sicarii

	Lived in finest homes near Herod’s palace in Jerusalem. Liked Greek/Roman culture and supported Herod, the Roman gov
	Lived all over Israel as they worked for the Roman government
	Lived in Jerusalem, presiding over the Temple. Accommodated Romans to preserve Temple
	Lived & taught in synagogues throughout Israel. Removed some Hebrew ceremonies from the Temple to the Jewish home.
	Scattered in villages, but mostly lived in a monastery complex in near the Dead Sea
	Lived throughout Israel. Revolutionaries during Roman occupation
	Lived in Jerusalem, Some eventually fled to Masada

	Wealthy aristocracy, joined with ANY govt that preserved their influence, lifestyle
	Some wealth. Sought advancement within existing government
	Upper class priests.  High Priest always came from this group.
	Rabbis from all walks of life. Name means “separated ones”
	Celibate, ascetic scribes. Considered the physical world evil. Isolationists
	Roman resistance movement. Sought independence for Israel
	Mingled in large crowds intending to stabbing someone friendly to Rome

	Lived for power, influence in this present world
	
	With no Jewish king, upper class priests  (High Priest) became dominant authority of Jewish people
	Contended for the faith. True worship consisted more of Torah study, not Temple sacrifice
	Avoided politics. Considered the Temple worship to be polluted. 
	Refused to pay taxes, not tolerate peace with idolatrous Rome
	Extreme zealot movement. Led the revolt that destroyed Jerusalem in AD 70

	Minority in Jerusalem
	Socially rejected by Jews b/c they were considered traitors, thieves
	Majority group within Sanhedrin (Jewish ruling council of 70 men). Disappeared when Temple gone in  AD 70
	About 6,000. Minority within Sanhedrin. Well-respected by the common people b/c of their upright lives
	About 4,000 lived communally in the wilderness
	
	Name means “dagger-man”

	Opposed
 Jesus
	
	Since God is not interested in human affairs- not looking for Divine guidance. Only accepted Torah- No resurrection. Angry when Jesus cleaned Temple, raised Lazarus
	Kept Law rigidly with integrity, honor. Believed in angels, spirits, & resurrection of the dead. Oral tradition. Jesus chastised hypocrites, insincere of this group
	Stricter Sabbath laws than Pharisees. Ceremoniously preserved Torah, Prophets, Writings- Dead Sea Scrolls. Possibly missed Messiah’s first coming
	Fanatics for Jewish faith, Torah
	Criminals, violent assassins, terrorists

	Mark 3:6, 12:13
	Matthew
	Caiaphas, Annas
	Paul, Nicodemus
	John the Baptist?
	Simon the Zealot
	Acts 21:28


Can you imagine the diverse backgrounds of the Twelve whom Jesus called to follow Him? 
Inter-Testament Development of Jewish Sects








