Daniel – Part II 

Lesson 1
Understanding Of The Time Of The End
The Lord Is Coming, Know His Truth
If we have grandchildren and have a CD player in all probability we have seen the Wizard of OZ.  Lions and tigers and bears, Oh no!  Maybe we’ve seen the Chronicles of Narnia and we’ve seen Aslan the lion.  Maybe we’ve rented the War of the Worlds and we’ve seen the destruction that is to come upon the face of this earth.  
But we are doing something far better than viewing the Wizard of Oz and viewing  Narnia, although it is a classic, and the War of the Worlds and others.  We are studying the book of Daniel.  And in the book of Daniel we do not need lions and tigers and bears, oh no.  We need lion and bear and leopard and an, oh no, horrible, dreadful beast.  We meet a ram and a goat in Daniel chapter 8; an ambitious and destructive little horn; the seventy weeks of Daniel; we hear of the cutting off of Messiah; we study of the prince who is to come; about angels in conflict; the kings of the north and the south; the shattering of the holy people; the refining and purifying of the righteous; the increased wickedness of the wicked; the abomination of desolation standing in the holy place again; the final world war, the Kingdom of God on Earth; and the time arise when the saints take the possession of the Kingdom.  But not before the blessedness of those who wait and attain to those final days, the resurrection of the righteous for their allotted portion at the end of the age.
Daniel 12:12-13 12 “How blessed is he who keeps waiting and attains to the 1,335 days! 13 “But as for you, go your way to the end; then you will enter into rest and rise again for your allotted portion at the end of the age.”
Revelation 22:12 12 “Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to every man according to what he has done.”
What do we also see, Beloved, we also see as we study on in scripture that the Lord is coming and His reward is with Him to give to everyone according to their deeds.  We are studying what Kay believes is the most important book on Biblical prophesy in all the world.  And Kay believes it is the most important book on Biblical prophesy because it’s the architectural drawings, it’s the architects plan.  God is the divine architect, not only of the kingdom of God but of timing of the kingdom of God and what He does is let us know in the book of Daniel what is going to happen from the time of the Babylonian era in the days of Nebuchadnezzar all the way through to the coming of Jesus Christ to rule and reign on the face of this earth when the kingdom becomes the kingdom of the saints and they take possession. 

 If we want to understand the times and study and know and understand prophesy we could not study a more appropriate book than Daniel.  Kay believes that God is speaking to His people through international events.  Kay believes He is speaking to us now with such clarity, Precious Ones, that if we know the word of God, if we understand the writings of the prophets during the days of the kings and the prophets which we finished studying, but if we understand the writings of those prophets we are going to understand Amos’s words.
Amos 4:12 12 “Therefore thus I will do to you, O Israel; Because I will do this to you, Prepare to meet your God, O Israel.”
Kay would say to us prepare to meet our God.  Kay believes God is showing us events that are the forerunners of what is about to take place before the time of the end.  Kay believes this is a day for us to listen to the news and watch the events of the Middle East and Europe and the events of the coalition of nations and how they line up.  Kay believes that if we are not going to be led astray in the last days we need to open the Bible, read it, study it and check out everything we hear and see, everything written by man, check it out according to the Bible.  
1 Corinthians 15:58 58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord.
Kay believes the study on Daniel is going to help us do that so that we can be steadfast and immoveable and always abounding in the work of the Lord knowing that our labor today is not in vein but has a coming and a future reward when as Revelation 22:12 says:
Revelation 22:12 12 “Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to every man according to what he has done.”
Kay want’s to commend us for joining the second part of Daniel.  The second part only focuses on prophesy.   What we have seen in Daniel chapter 1 through 6 is the history of Daniel’s coming to Babylon and his living out his life in Babylon under the reign of three kings that are named for us but we know under the reign of the kings in between those kings.  We know they are taken to Babylon under the reign of Nebuchadnezzar who was the king of Babylon who took over when his father Nabopolassar died.  He was the one that conquered Jerusalem, that came in and attached Jerusalem in 605 B.C./B.C.E and that’s when Daniel and other members of the royal household were taken into captivity and taken into the land of Babylon.  Daniel remains there for all of his life.  We know in Daniel chapter 5 that all of a sudden we jumped from the rule of Nebuchadnezzar to the rule Belshazzar.  We know from studying Daniel chapter 5 that this is Belshazzar’s final party and his final night on earth because at this party he reads the handwriting on the wall which tells him that his days are numbered and we know that he is killed that night and Babylon is conquered by the Medes and Persians.  If we look at our chart and if we have an inductive study Bible it’s right in the beginning of the inductive study Bible.  If we look at the chart and our notes on the rulers and prophets of Daniel’s time we see that between Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar we have Evil-Merodach’s rule, Neriglissar’s rule and Labashi Marduk’s rule.   We are not told anything about Daniel during the rules of these men.  We also have Nabonidus who is the father of Belshazzar.  Then Belshazzar comes to rule.

When we start in Daniel chapter 7, from this point on, God is speaking to Daniel directly.  Daniel is no longer interpreting the dreams that Nebuchadnezzar had; Daniel is no longer there to read the handwriting on the wall.  Rather, what God does in Daniel chapter 7 is take us back into the days of Belshazzar and tells us the revelation that He gave to Daniel when Belshazzar was king.  And then He gives us revelations that came to Daniel, and we are going to see that as we go through Daniel chapter 7 – 12, revelations that came to Daniel and the explanation of those revelations.  
Now, the revelations that God gave to Daniel beginning in the days of Belshazzar when he got direct revelation from God, those revelations take us and help us to understand what God told Nebuchadnezzar in Daniel chapter 2 when He gave him the overall view of the statue.  The statue that had the head of gold, chest of silver, the belly of bronze, the legs of iron and the feet of iron and clay and the ten toes of iron and clay that are 10 kings; and then the mammoth stone that comes and hits the statue on the feet; the statue crumbles and is blown away; the stone sets up a kingdom which will never be destroyed.  Now, the book of Amos also tell us this:  That God does nothing in secret but what he tells His prophets first.  
Amos 3:7 7 Surely the Lord GOD does nothing  Unless  He reveals His secret counsel To His servants the prophets.

And this is because God knows that when we come into His Kingdom we are coming into a kingdom of light. We are children of the light.  We are not to walk in darkness.  And so God gives us His Word which is the light of life. 
Ephesians 5:8 8 for you were formerly darkness, but now you are Light in the Lord; walk as children of Light
But it is also the light that illumes the path so that as we walk through our life, as we, wherever we are in history, walk through the events of history, we know that this is the way, this is the truth and this is the way we are to believe so that we are not led astray by every wind of doctrine and cunning craftiness of men.  

Ephesians 4:14 14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming.

So that we are not led astray by over zealous teachers who will take the word of God and take the events and tell us this is what is happening right now.  Because what has happened down through the ages as people have been told ‘Listen Jesus is coming’.  We know this, Jesus is coming, Kay is saying open the Book, read the Book, study the Book.  See, we don’t mind opening the Book if someone else will tell us what the Book means.  And we don’t mind reading the Book as long as we can do it in a hurry.  But studying the book, we know, we are faithfully studying the Book, and that’s another matter.  It takes time and it takes discipline.  It takes saying no to other things, good things, exciting things, fun things.  It takes concentration, it takes laboring with the text and saying to God I don’t understand, what are you saying here.  But in that very process we are communicating with God Almighty about His Book, about His words and we are seeking to understand Him.    And we are crying out to the spirit within and we are saying ‘Oh spirit of wisdom and understanding’ as Isaiah calls Him.  The spirit of wisdom and understanding will rest on him.  The spirit of knowledge will rest on the Messiah.  
Isaiah 11:2 2 The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him-- the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of power, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD--

We have the Messiah and according to John, have God dwelling within us, the Son dwelling within us and the Holy Spirit dwelling within us as a resident teacher.  To tutor, teach us, lead us and guide us into all things.  To bring to our remembrance the things that God has said to us as we have studied the Word of God.
John 14:26; 16:13 26 But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. 16:13 But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come.

So in the process of studying the Book, which is not easy, which requires discipline, we are in communication with God.  He is opening the eyes of our understanding and we are sitting here, little us, maybe a man or woman with no college education, maybe a woman like Kay that would kill herself trying to get higher grades and just not be able to make it because she didn’t have it up here (Kay points to her head).  But Kay knows that she knows that she knows because she has wrestled with this Book and she’s cried out to God “God I don’t understand.  I thought I understood but I don’t understand now, where did it go, what are you saying?”  But Kay has wrestled with the Book and in wrestling with the Book she has communicated with her Father and He has opened the eyes of her understanding so that she is able to listen to the news and she is able to listen to zealots, Christian zealots, that say this is happening and she is able to say “No, it’s not happening.  It’s not time now because you have the details wrong.”  They’ve taken a broad event that is occurring on the face of this earth and this is what is happening but they haven’t paid attention to the details.  

We, along with Kay, are going to pay attention to the details.  We are going to take it apart with a fine tooth comb.  We are going to take other scriptures and we are going to weave them in there; other scripture because scripture interprets scripture.  And we are going to know that we know that we know so that we won’t be tossed to and fro with every wind of doctrine.  And listen to Kay – it doesn’t depend on our intellect, our education, our smarts, or who we are - whether we are small or great.  It only depends on this – Do we have the spirit of the living God inside of us.  If we have Him and His Book then He is able to make us understand His word if we’ll give Him the time and diligence and if we’ll study.  If we exert ourselves to show ourselves as approved unto God, a workman that needs not be ashamed when He comes because we’ve handled the Word of God accurately or as the Greek word means we’ve cut it straight according to God’s pattern.

2 Timothy 2:15 15 Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.

This is what Kay wants us to study.  Now in the light of that, we know that what happens in Daniel 7:1.

Daniel 7:1 1 In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel had a dream, and visions passed through his mind as he was lying on his bed. He wrote down the substance of his dream.

God is telling Daniel what is going to come to pass.  When is He telling Daniel this?  In the first year of the reign of Belshazzar king of Babylon.  Go back to Daniel chapter 5 to the first mention of Belshazzar where it says:
Daniel 5:1, 30-6:2 1 Belshazzar the king held a great feast for a thousand of his nobles, and he was drinking wine in the presence of the thousand. 30 That same night Belshazzar the Chaldean king was slain.  So Darius the Mede received the kingdom at about the age of sixty-two.  It seemed good to Darius to appoint 120 satraps over the kingdom, that they would be in charge of the whole kingdom, and over them three commissioners (of whom Daniel was one), that these satraps might be accountable to them, and that the king might not suffer loss.
So, we have the end of the rule of Babylon and we have the second kingdom and the second kingdom is the Medo-Persian kingdom (the second kingdom is the ‘silver’ portion from the statue).  God has taken us from the Babylonians and explained to us in history, in historical events the interpretation the chest of silver but not before He told us about the chest of silver.  Before the Medes and Persians are ever on the scene, God describes to us in Daniel 2 what is going to take place from the Babylonian empire all the way to the coming of the setting up of the Kingdom of God which will be an everlasting kingdom whose dominion will last for ever and ever and ever.  We know where we are historically as we begin to read Daniel 7.

Now, we’ve read it and discussed it and we’ve seen that we have a statue with four parts to it and those parts are four kingdoms.  They are numbered in Daniel 2.  In Daniel 7 we see 4 beasts.  We saw, in our homework, the head of gold which is the king of Babylon which God told us in Daniel 2, is now portrayed as a lion.  The second kingdom, Medo-Persian, is a bear.  A bear that is raised up on one side and has three ribs in its mouth.  We know the bear is equal to the chest of silver; we know that Babylon followed and was ruled over by the Medo-Persian Empire.  Scripture has explained that to us.  We didn’t have to have any commentary opened up to explain that to us.  If we worked with the scripture, if we read the scripture, if we studied the scripture and wrestled with it, if we let scripture interpret scripture, if we let God say what He means and if we understood that He means what He says and we are to order lives, our believes, doctrine, theology accordingly.
What comes after the bear?  The leopard, does God tell us who the leopard is?  No, but we know, that the leopard follows the bear and we know: 

Daniel 7:6 6 "After that, I looked, and there before me was another beast, one that looked like a leopard. And on its back it had four wings like those of a bird. This beast had four heads, and it was given authority to rule.

God gives us a clear description of that leopard.  He does not tell us who it is and there is no indication in Daniel 1-6 that indicates who it is.  So leave it alone.   Wait until God tells us who the leopard is.  Wait for God to reveal it.  Daniel 7:7 goes on.

Daniel 7:7 7 "After that, in my vision at night I looked, and there before me was a fourth beast--terrifying and frightening and very powerful. It had large iron teeth; it crushed and devoured its victims and trampled underfoot whatever was left. It was different from all the former beasts, and it had ten horns.

There’s something about this beast, the fourth beast, that makes it different from the first three beasts.  And we’ll want to remember that because He is going to use that phrase later on and in doing our observation worksheet maybe we saw it.  But He describes the fourth beast as different from the others several times.  

Daniel 7:8 8 "While I was thinking about the horns, there before me was another horn, a little one, which came up among them; and three of the first horns were uprooted before it. This horn had eyes like the eyes of a man and a mouth that spoke boastfully.

Them what, them ten making eleven horns, and it says:

Daniel 7:11-13 11 "Then I continued to watch because of the boastful words the horn was speaking. I kept looking until the beast was slain and its body destroyed and thrown into the blazing fire. 12 (The other beasts had been stripped of their authority, but were allowed to live for a period of time.) 13 "In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence.

The first three horns were pulled out by their roots leaving eight horns.  Where is the Ancient of Days?

Daniel 7:9, 13-14 9 "As I looked, "thrones were set in place, and the Ancient of Days took his seat. His clothing was as white as snow; the hair of his head was white like wool. His throne was flaming with fire, and its wheels were all ablaze. 10 A river of fire was flowing, coming out from before him. Thousands upon thousands attended him; ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him. The court was seated, and the books were opened. 13 In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. 14He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.
Awesome, go back to Daniel 2; Daniel 2, if we are putting a puzzle together, is like the four corners and the outward frame of the puzzle.  What God is going to do with this picture of the statue is to begin to fill in the details.  By the end of Daniel we will have a complete picture of all the details that we’ll need to check out any other prophesy in the Word of God because those prophesies will fit into the framework of Daniel.  And we’ll have a picture of exactly, to the degree that God wants us to know, what is going to happen in the latter days.

As we go from Daniel 7 to 12 we’ll read about the later days, the end of the days, and the setting up of the Kingdom of Heaven not only here but in the passages to come as we see in the end of Daniel 7.

What do we have so far?  We have the Babylonian head of gold, the Medo-Persian chest of silver, a third kingdom that we do not know what it is – the belly of bronze.  We know there’s a fourth kingdom and then the stone comes and the Kingdom of God is setup and it is an everlasting kingdom and His dominion is forever and ever. 
When we get to Daniel 7, the head of gold is the lion, the chest of silver is the bear.  We know who they are, the Babylon and the Medes and Persians because God has shown is in the historical part of Daniel.  We come to the belly of bronze and we come to a leopard, a leopard with four heads and four wings.  A leopard is a fast cat.  And then we come to the legs of iron which is paralleled by the “Oh no” dreadful, terrifying beast.  What is the parallel – ten toes, ten horns.  Now God fills in details – the ten become eleven.  The eleven become eight.  We know this beast is finally destroyed and a kingdom is given to one like a son of man.
As we move through, God is opening our eyes of understanding.  And it is going to get clearer and clearer and clearer.  What Kay wants us to see, it’s important for us to pay attention to the details.  As students of the Word of God, we are to hang on every word of God.

Psalm 12:6 6 And the words of the LORD are flawless, like silver refined in a furnace of clay, purified seven times.

2 Timothy 1:13 13 What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound teaching, with faith and love in Christ Jesus.

He tells is in 2 Timothy in Paul’s final letter to his son Timothy; hold the pattern of sound words.  In other words, pay attention and value every word that God has said.  So God is going to give us details after details.  We know that when we get to Daniel 7:23:
Daniel 7:23-25 23 "He gave me this explanation: 'The fourth beast is a fourth kingdom that will appear on earth. It will be different from all the other kingdoms and will devour the whole earth, trampling it down and crushing it. 24 The ten horns are ten kings who will come from this kingdom. After them another king will arise, different from the earlier ones; he will subdue three kings. 25 He will speak against the Most High and oppress his saints and try to change the set times and the laws. The saints will be handed over to him for a time, times and half a time.

So, we know that this one is going to stand there, this little horn, that subdues three horns, that comes up after the 10 is going to speak out against the Most High, against the Highest One.  We know that the Highest One is El Elyon because we met him in great description by Nebuchadnezzar in Daniel 4.

Daniel 7:25-28 25 " 'He will speak against the Most High and oppress his saints and try to change the set times and the laws. The saints will be handed over to him for a time, times and half a time. 26  'But the court will sit, and his power will be taken away and completely destroyed forever. 27 Then the sovereignty, power and greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven will be handed over to the saints, the people of the Most High. His kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom, and all rulers will worship and obey him.' 28 "This is the end of the matter. I, Daniel, was deeply troubled by my thoughts, and my face turned pale, but I kept the matter to myself."
They who?  The saints of the kingdom.  This is the end of the revelation in Daniel 7.  Kay wants to show us and encourage us to pay attention to the details and to make sure all the facts are lined up if we are going to interpret something and to make sure they are lined up with the plumb line which is the Word of God.  That’s why Precept Ministries has as it’s logo a plumb line.  A plumb line is something that shows us what is straight and the Word is the plumb line.

Take the Word of God and the events of history and if we want to correctly interpret the events of history they have to line up with the Word of God.

What is going on in our world today?  Kay doesn’t know when we’ll be watching the video or when we’ll be studying Daniel but she know that the things she is about to tell us are going to come to pass and we will continue to see these countries coming to the four until the event we are about to look at in Ezekiel 38 comes to pass.  Keep our eye on the Middle East.  

What do we have and who is on the horizon?  Right now Israel, Russia, United States and other countries are concerned about the nation of Iran and the president of Iran who was elected in 2005.  Kay cannot pronounce his name so she’ll call him The President of Iran.  When he came into power he stated his goal was to destroy Israel.  He believes Israel has no right to exist and that Israel is the enemy.  He knows he cannot defeat Israel by conventional means.   He needs a nuclear bomb and the concern is that he is building this nuclear bomb.  

Why is Kay telling us this and what does it have to do with the Word of God?   Remember, Ezekiel is a contemporary of Daniel.  Daniel was taken captive in 605 B.C./B.C.E into Babylon.  Ezekiel, Y@chezqe'l as the Jews called him, was taken into captivity into Babylon in 597 B.C./B.C.E in the second siege.  He became the prophet that prophesied alongside Daniel.  Both are from Babylon.  
Ezekiel 38: 1-5 1 The word of the LORD came to me: 2 "Son of man, set your face against Gog, of the land of Magog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal; prophesy against him3and say: 'This is what the Sovereign LORD says: I am against you, O Gog, chief prince of Meshech and Tubal. 4 I will turn you around, put hooks in your jaws and bring you out with your whole army--your horses, your horsemen fully armed, and a great horde with large and small shields, all of them brandishing their swords. 5 Persia, Cush and Put will be with them, all with shields and helmets,

God is speaking and He is going to take this one in the land of Magog who is the head or prince of Rosh, Meshech and Tubal, and put His hooks into the jaws and bring him out.  Persia is Iran.  Ethiopia is Sudan, southern Egypt and northern Ethiopia and Put is Labia.  Kay believes Gomer is Turkey.
Ezekiel 38: 6 6 also Gomer with all its troops, and Beth Togarmah from the far north with all its troops--the many nations with you.

Here’s Israel is at the center of the earth.  Lebanon and Syria are to the north and beyond that is Turkey and then Russia.  Russia has the largest army of horses.  To the east of Israel is Jordan, then Iraq, then Iran which is Persia.  To the south is Africa and there is Ethiopia, Sudan, southern Egypt, northern Ethiopia, Labia.  

Ezekiel 38: 7-11 7 “'Get ready; be prepared, you and all the hordes gathered about you, and take command of them. 8After many days you will be called to arms. In future years you will invade a land that has recovered from war, whose people were gathered from many nations to the mountains of Israel, which had long been desolate. They had been brought out from the nations, and now all of them live in safety. 9You and all your troops and the many nations with you will go up, advancing like a storm; you will be like a cloud covering the land. 10" 'This is what the Sovereign LORD says: On that day thoughts will come into your mind and you will devise an evil scheme. 11You will say, "I will invade a land of unwalled villages; I will attack a peaceful and unsuspecting people--all of them living without walls and without gates and bars.

God is speaking to the prince or the head of Rosh, Meshech and Tubal.  Pay attention, verse 11 – unwalled villages.  What is Israel full of right now – walls.  I will go against those at rest – Israel is not at rest.  They are also not living securely in the land – Iran is threatening them, Hamas in Gaza does not recognize them as a nation, they do not belong here, they belong in the sea.

Ezekiel 38: 12 12 I will plunder and loot and turn my hand against the resettled ruins and the people gathered from the nations, rich in livestock and goods, living at the center of the land."

Every time you go to Israel you see new settlements, the waste places are inhabited.  All nations are in Israel, Ethiopian, Russian, Romanian, and Spanish Jews living in Israel. 
Ezekiel 38: 12-16 12 “I will plunder and loot and turn my hand against the resettled ruins and the people gathered from the nations, rich in livestock and goods, living at the center of the land." 13 Sheba and Dedan and the merchants of Tarshish and all her villages will say to you, "Have you come to plunder? Have you gathered your hordes to loot, to carry off silver and gold, to take away livestock and goods and to seize much plunder?" '14 "Therefore, son of man, prophesy and say to Gog: 'This is what the Sovereign LORD says: In that day, when my people Israel are living in safety, will you not take notice of it? 15 You will come from your place in the far north, you and many nations with you, all of them riding on horses, a great horde, a mighty army. 16 You will advance against my people Israel like a cloud that covers the land. In days to come, O Gog, I will bring you against my land, so that the nations may know me when I show myself holy through you before their eyes.

He will rain down hail, fire, pestilence, and he will destroy those armies.  Ezekiel 39 tells us they will have fuel to burn from all those weapons for seven years.  It will take 7 months to bury the dead and all the nations will know that God has done it because they will not win by battles, tanks, mortars, and missiles.  They will win by a cataclysmic event sent by God out of Heaven that quakes the earth, shakes in His presence and throws down the mountains and kills them by the hail and rain of fire that comes from Heaven.
Ezekiel 39: 9-13 9 " 'Then those who live in the towns of Israel will go out and use the weapons for fuel and burn them up--the small and large shields, the bows and arrows, the war clubs and spears. For seven years they will use them for fuel. 10 They will not need to gather wood from the fields or cut it from the forests, because they will use the weapons for fuel. And they will plunder those who plundered them and loot those who looted them, declares the Sovereign Lord. 11  'On that day I will give Gog a burial place in Israel, in the valley of those who travel east toward the Sea. It will block the way of travelers, because Gog and all his hordes will be buried there. So it will be called the Valley of Hamon Gog. 12  'For seven months the house of Israel will be burying them in order to cleanse the land. 13All the people of the land will bury them, and the day I am glorified will be a memorable day for them, declares the Sovereign Lord.

This is what is going to come to pass.  The question is when.  One of the things we know from Ezekiel 39 is after this happens Israel will have fuel for seven years.  That’s what we know.  Where does this fit into what we are studying?  Kay is not going to tell us, but she will tell us this:  It can only happen when Israel is at rest, living securely without walls.  Kay tells us to pay attention to the details.  It can’t be Ezekiel 38 if it’s now and it can’t be because Israel is not at rest, Israel is not living securely and they do not have unwalled villages.  This is the importance of knowing the details.  
What we are going to do as we are studying Daniel?  We are getting the Word of God but we keep on listening to what is going on in the world because what is going on in the world alerts us – this is not a myth- this is really going to come to pass – because the nations are lining up.  We need to look up, know the Word of God, and every last detail.  Continue to study, be faithful.  Labor with the text, wrestle with the text.  Kay wants us to know we’ll wrestle together and she encourages us to not quit because we need a plumb line.  We need a plumb line to measure everything we are hearing and everything that is happening up against the plumb line of God’s Word.  We need to know all the details so that we are not led astray.  He’s coming, we know when He is coming.  We know he is coming when there is a kingdom with ten horns, ten toes, another one comes up, three are taken out and he rules over the whole earth.  And we know that he for a time, times and half a time, for 3 ½ years will rage war against the saints of the Highest One.  We are going to study it in greater detail this week and we’ll talk about it next week.  It’s awesome, absolutely awesome.  And this will keep us and help us to be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord not tossed to and fro with every wind of doctrine and cunning craftiness of men by which they lie and wait to deceive.  God has told us the truth, He’s given us the facts before it happens.  Stick with the facts. 
1 Corinthians 15:58 58 Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.

Let’s pray:

Father, thank you for these people.  Thank you, Father, for their willingness to study, to wrestle with the text.  Thank you for the discipline they’ve had to put into their lives in order to do this.  Thank you that they have chosen to say No to other things, that they might devote themselves to the Word of God, that they might study to show themselves approved unto You.  Thank you Father that they will be workmen who will not be ashamed because they have cut your word straight, they have handled it accurately, they have cut it according to the pattern that you have sent down set down in your Word and not according to events.  They have allowed the words to interpret the events rather than the events to interpret the Word.  Father, may we continue to do so.  And may we, common, ordinary people step out in the midst of the crooked and perverse generation and hold forth the Word of Life, the Light of Life so that men can walk and not stumble. 
In Jesus name we thank you.  
Amen.
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