	Kay arthur – The steadfast of mind he will keep in perfect peace
	isaiah lesson 10



It is March 20, 2007. Yesterday about 5:20 I called my sister, Judy. Judy has been taking care of my 95 year old mother. She told me that mother died at 4:20. 

Isaiah 26:3 “The steadfast of mind You will keep in perfect peace, Because he trusts in You.

I had 73 years with my mother. How blessed I was. 
Earlier yesterday morning, I called one of our staff and asked her if I could take her and her husband to lunch but they had a previous engagement. So I said, “Tell me, because I wanted you to tell me face to face, but tell me.”  She told me of how she had discovered the cancer in one breast and found out that it is in both breasts. It is very, very, aggressive and it is two different kinds of cancer.  But she said, “We know God is sovereign. We know that His way is perfect. “ 


Isaiah 26:3 “The steadfast of mind You will keep in perfect peace, Because he trusts in You.
I just got back from Albuquerque, NM where I was teaching at Wayne Barber’s church. Many of you know Wayne because he was a male teacher for us for years. He’s a dear brother. While we were out there, we had a leader’s day. At the beginning of the leader’s day I was going around to all the tables and saying Hi to everyone.  Then it came to the end of the day when we give a token of appreciation, a silver plumb bob or a gold plumb bob to those Precept leaders that have been faithful. As I called the Precept leaders to the platform that had 10 or 14 years more, I watched as Gary helped Theresa, as she could barely walk and step up on the platform, as he stood beside her holding her and supporting her. Theresa, this young woman, had told me that they had gotten a report from Mayo and that they were probably going to amputate her leg just below the hip because of the staff infection. They were afraid that it would move to the other leg. As I talked to them at the beginning, as she shared that news with me, as we had her on the platform so we as a group could pray and to ask God to move, to spare her leg, to heal her leg because I know that He can. She knows He can. We have been praying and praying and it hasn’t happened. But it is alright, it’s alright because they know that the Lord wounds and the Lord heals. 

Deuteronomy 32:39 ‘See now that I, I am He, And there is no god besides Me; It is I who put to death and give life. I have wounded and it is I who heal, And there is no one who can deliver from My hand.It is the Lord who does all these things. 

Isaiah 26:3 “The steadfast of mind You will keep in perfect peace, Because he trusts in You.
So my question to you today is: What about you, precious one? What about you? Are you walking in that perfect peace? - That perfect peace that comes from a steadfastness of mind.
This is what we want to look at today. How do the righteous live? How do the righteous live?

I want us to look at the PEACE, THE INCREDIBLE, OVERRIDING PEACE that comes from trust. I want us to look at the trust that comes because we have an everlasting Rock. So that the Lord when He finishes punishing the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity, when the Lord finishes contending with Israel because of Jacob’s iniquity, then the one who remains faithful, then the remnant will be gathered together to worship Him at that holy mountain in Jerusalem.

Isaiah 26:19 Your dead will live; Their corpses will rise. You who lie in the dust, awake and shout for joy, For your dew is as the dew of the dawn, And the earth will give birth to the departed spirits. (My mother, others who have died)The earth will give birth to the departed spirits and the dead will live.

Isaiah 26:19 Your dead will live; Their corpses will rise. You who lie in the dust, awake and shout for joy, For your dew is as the dew of the dawn, And the earth will give birth to the departed spirits.

Isaiah 26:3 “The steadfast of mind You will keep in perfect peace, Because he trusts in You.
What am I to know and do? I am to know the Lord. I am to trust the Lord. I am to live accordingly. Hallelujah!! Hallelujah! 

Isaiah 26:7 The way of the righteous is smooth; O Upright One, make the path of the righteous level.The way of the righteous is smooth because the steadfast of mind You will keep in perfect peace, Because he trusts in You.
Well, let’s review where we have been in Isaiah so we can see how God  has brought us to this momentous moment, these final two chapters in this segment that we have been studying. 

We have looked at:

Isaiah 1-5   The Failure of Israel as a Nation to Honor God
 They despised Him and His word. Here is He is the Holy One of Israel. They went about their sacrifices and their offerings and keeping the Sabbaths and solemn assemblies, and yet their heart was far from God.All the time He was saying:

Isaiah 1:18  “Come now, and let us reason together,” Says the Lord, “Though your sins are as scarlet, They will be as white as snow; Though they are red like crimson, They will be like wool. (If you will just believe. If you will just turn.)

We saw them in chapters 1-5 walk in pride. We saw that God has to bring low those that are proud. Yet in 1-5 we also saw there is a faithful remnant.  There are those who are steadfast of mind. There are those who trust in the Lord. 
Chapter 6 – God gave us the privilege of going with Isaiah into the presence of the Lord and the seraphim crying, 

Isaiah 6:3 And one called out to another and said, “Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of hosts, The whole earth is full of His glory.”
We saw Isaiah do what he should do. We saw Isaiah do what a righteous person would do and that is that they would see His holiness and then see their sin.  They would cry out:

Isaiah 6:5 Then I said, “Woe is me, for I am ruined! Because I am a man of unclean lips, And I live among a people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts.”
Then when we see our unrighteousness and we see His righteousness, then He declares us righteous. He takes the coals, so to speak, off of the altar and touches our lips and says:


Isaiah 6:7 He touched my mouth with it and said, “Behold, this has touched your lips; and your iniquity is taken away and your sin is forgiven.”

Then we hear His voice and His heart:


8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?” 

He being righteous now and understanding says:

Then I said, “Lord, here am I. Send me!”And He says:

9 He said, “Go, and tell this people: ‘Keep on listening, but do not perceive; Keep on looking, but do not understand.’10 “Render the hearts of this people insensitive, Their ears dull, And their eyes dim, Otherwise they might see with their eyes, Hear with their ears, Understand with their hearts, And return and be healed.”

I want you to go even if they don’t hear, even if they don’t see, even though they don’t respond because (listen) there is a holy seed.

Isaiah 6:13 “Yet there will be a tenth portion in it, And it will again be subject to burning, Like a terebinth or an oak Whose stump remains when it is felled. The holy seed is its stump.”

There is a remnant. There is the righteous. There is the steadfastness of mind that He will keep in perfect peace. There are those who will trust in Him. So go, until the cities are deserted. Go until it is subject to burning again. Go there a holy seed. The holy seed is the stump.

Chapter 7-12        A Warning & A Promise
We saw God’s warning to a prideful king, Ahaz. We saw what God would do for Him. We heard His word to him even though they were words of warning:

Isaiah 7:9 and the head of Ephraim is Samaria and the head of Samaria is the son of Remaliah. If you will not believe, you surely shall not last.” ’ ”
Why do we last through death? And I was fortunate that mother was 95. But why do we last through the death of a loved one? Why do we last through the diagnosis of cancer in our body? Why do we last even though a limb if going to be cut off? We last because we believe. But if you do not believe, we will not last. 

In the midst of 7-12 what does God tell us? God tells us:

Isaiah 9:6 For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government will rest on His shoulders (not on our shoulders) ; And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.

Isaiah 26:3 “The steadfast of mind You will keep in perfect peace, Because he trusts in You.

Because the government of my life is not on my shoulders. I do not have to bear it. I have to trust the One who is going to bear it.


Isaiah 11:1  a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, a branch from his roots will bear fruit.
First He tells us about the branch and then He tells us about the root of Jesse. He tells us about the Prince of Peace that is to come and rule where? On this throne of David.

Then what does He do? He turns from Israel and turns to the nations.

Isaiah 13 -23 The Oracles of the Nations
God is not just the God of Israel but He is the God of the nations.

Isaiah 14:24 The Lord of hosts has sworn saying, “Surely, just as I have intended so it has happened, and just as I have planned so it will stand,25 to break Assyria in My land, and I will trample him on My mountains. Then his yoke will be removed from them and his burden removed from their shoulder.26 “This is the plan devised against the whole earth; and this is the hand that is stretched out against all the nations.27 “For the Lord of hosts has planned, and who can frustrate it? And as for His stretched-out hand, who can turn it back?”

We watch what He does with those nations that will not recognize Him. We get a glimpse of the departed spirits of kings and heads of nations that have turned their back on God.
We see that God is over the whole world.

Now we are in the segment of …
Isaiah 24-27 – God Must Judge

Last we looked at:

Isaiah 24:1 Behold, the Lord lays the earth waste, devastates it, distorts its surface and scatters its inhabitants.
He does this because the inhabitants of the earth had polluted the earth. 
We have seen that God must judge. But in the midst of this righteous judgment we have now come to chapters 26 -27. Here we see: Peace To Those Trust and Humbly Walk In His Righteousness. Not our righteousness but His righteousness. 

As we look at Isaiah 26, I would like to look at it segment by segment. As we look at each segment we will apply it our lives. Isaiah 26:1-6 The Righteous Have A Strong City.

All the cities of this world are going to crumble. All the cities of this world are going to be brought low. But you and I have an enduring, everlasting city and therefore we live accordingly.

Isaiah 26:1 In that day this song will be sung in the land of Judah: “We have a strong city; He sets up walls and ramparts for security.

Who are the “we” in verse 1 who have a strong city? It says that God sets up walls and ramparts for security. We have a strong city. We have a secure city.

2 “Open the gates, that (who?) the righteous nation may enter, The one that remains faithful.

Open the gates NOT that Babylon can come in because Babylon is unrighteous. But open the gates that the righteous nation may enter, those who acknowledge that He is God. Those who kiss the Son:
Psalm 2:12 Do(kiss) homage to the Son, that He not become angry, and you perish in the way, For His wrath may soon be kindled. How blessed are all who take refuge in Him!
Isaiah 26:2 “Open the gates, that the righteous nation may enter, The one that remains faithful.
This is what breaks my heart about the USA. We have not remained faithful to the premises upon which we began this nation: a fear of God, a respect of God, a trust of God. Go back and study our history and know that this: it is reprobates and renegades that are ruling our country, that are having their way and overcoming the righteous. But why? I think it is because many of the righteous have not remained faithful. I believe it is because we have not endured and entangled ourselves with affairs of this life. 
Look at what He says in verse 3:

3 “The steadfast of mind You will keep in perfect peace, Because he trusts in You.

As a new Christian, that is a verse I learned. I didn’t know its context. Its context is awesome, isn’t it?
But I knew the premise that if I would keep my mind stayed on Him then He would keep me in prefect peace. But to see it here, to see it in context, in the coming judgment of God and understanding that you and I are approaching this day, it is awesome to look at it this way.


Isaiah 26:3 “The steadfast of mind You will keep in perfect peace, Because he trusts in You.

I am writing an article for Billy Graham’s “Decision Magazine.”  I write it monthly, and it is a Bible study. I am so honored to be able to do that, to have the privilege to teach people how to study the Bible and thinking about the large audience that that wonderful magazine reaches. The article was due and I promised it to them yesterday. I sat there and finished smoothing out the article and this is what Marlene sent back to me:
Psalm 28:7 The Lord is my strength and my shield; My heart trusts in Him, and I am helped; Therefore my heart exults, And with my song I shall thank Him.

This is a song in Isaiah 26. I thought, Lord, how awesome your timing is. You took mother home; you took the breath out of her life when you wanted to do it. His timing is perfect.


Psalm 28:8 The Lord is their strength, And He is a saving defense to His anointed.
We have a strong city. We have a defense, a place of protection where we are going to live.

So what does He says in verse 4:

4 “Trust in the Lord (how long?) forever (Don’t stop. Do it forever. Why?), For in God the Lord, we have (what?) an everlasting Rock.

A rock that could not be moved.

Deuteronomy 32: Here we have Moses who has been forbidden by God to go into the Promised Land. He has lead these people 40 years through the wilderness. He has prepared for this day. And God says, “No.”  Why? Because he struck the rock instead of speaking to the rock. Because he did not honor God. Does this make Moses bitter? Angry? Does he dig in his heels and say, “Well if that’s it God, forget it.”  
No. It says in chapter 31:
Deuteronomy 31:30 Then Moses spoke in the hearing of all the assembly of Israel the words of (what?) this song, until they were complete:
Deuteronomy 32:3 “For I proclaim the name of the Lord; Ascribe greatness to our God!

4 “The Rock! His work is (what?) perfect, For all His ways are just; A God of faithfulness and (now listen) without injustice, Righteous and upright is He.

There is nothing ever unfair about God. If Teresa looses her leg, whatever comes, God is our Rock. His way is just. His work is perfect. He is without injustice. Righteous and upright is He.

Go back to Isaiah 26. In God, the Lord, we have an everlasting Rock.

Now listen: a Rock that was smitten. A Rock that gave forth the water of eternal life in the crucifixion of the Son of God. 

John 7:38 “He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, ‘From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.’ ”39 But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive; for the Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.

We have an everlasting Rock. Now, watch the contrast.

Isaiah 26:5 “For He has brought low those who dwell on high (mark it the same as “pride.”), the unassailable city; He lays it low, He lays it low to the ground, He casts it to the dust.
Now watch the contrast. The contrast has been going since Isaiah 24-27. Two cities: the city of man, so to speak, and the city of God. The city of God that will stand, that is strong and has ramparts and will last. But now here is the city of man.

Isaiah 26:5 “For He has brought low those who dwell on high, the unassailable city; He lays it low, He lays it low to the ground, He casts it to the dust.

You don’t want to miss the end of this segment of Isaiah. You want to stay faithful through spring breaks or whatever time you are studying this book, stay faithful. Stay faithful.

As you see this, you see all the way through that He is dealing with pride. He is going to continue to deal with it Why? Because it is the ultimate sin. It is the mother of all sins.  Because it is independence from God. It puts the focus on me, instead of the focus on God.

Isaiah 26:5 “For He has brought low those who dwell on high, the unassailable city; He lays it low, He lays it low to the ground, He casts it to the dust.
I went through and marked “city”

He lays it low, He lays it low to the ground, He casts it to the dust.6 “The foot will trample it, The feet of the afflicted, the steps of the helpless.”

Here is what they have trusted in. they have trusted in their fornications, in their cities, in their culture, in their ways, in their independence. God is going to bring it so low that the foot will trample it and the feet of the afflicted and the steps of the helpless. It will all be brought down.

26:1-6   THE RIGHTEOUS HAVE A STRONG CITY and they live accordingly.
In verses 7-10 The way of the righteous is divinely smooth even in the midst of Gods’ judgments.

We are not thrown by mountains. Rather we keep our mind and eyes on God.

7 The way of the righteous is smooth; O Upright One, make the path of the righteous (what?) level.8 Indeed, while following the way of Your judgments, O Lord, We have waited for You eagerly; Your name, even Your memory, is the desire of our souls.

He says: You make – you make my way smooth. 
In the midst of all your judgments, I want you to make my say smooth. I want you to make my path level. What does that mean? I think about Hebrews 10. Hebrews – a group of Jews that are suffering for the sake of the gospel. They have believed that Jesus is the Messiah. They are being persecuted by their fellow nation, the Jews. They are being persecuted by the world.  And it is hard.

I will put this with verses 1-6 (of Isaiah 26)

Hebrews 11 – what he points out to them in verses 13-16 that they have an everlasting city just as God points out in Isaiah.

Hebrews 11:13 All these died in faith, without receiving the promises, but having seen them and having welcomed them from a distance, and having confessed that they were strangers and exiles on the earth.14 For those who say such things make it clear that they are seeking a country of their own.15 And indeed if they had been thinking of that country from which they went out (Egypt), they would have had opportunity to return.16 But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; for He has prepared a city for them.
This is what we saw in Isaiah 26:1-6

As a matter of fact if you go to Hebrews 2 it is so interesting to see this tidbits that he drops:

Hebrews 2:5 For He did not subject to angels (now watch) the world to come, concerning which we are speaking.
In the book of Hebrews – in the midst of the tribulation and the persecution, He is going to point them to their everlasting city. He is going to tell them to walk in faith. He is going to say in essence: the steadfastness of mind You (God)  will keep in perfect peace because we trust in Thee.

In the book of Hebrews, He is making their way smooth by showing them these truths.

Hebrews 10:32 But remember the former days, when, after being enlightened, you endured a great conflict of sufferings,33 partly by being made a public spectacle through reproaches and tribulations, and partly by becoming sharers with those who were so treated.34 For you showed sympathy to the prisoners and accepted joyfully the seizure of your property, knowing that you have for yourselves a better possession and a lasting one.35 Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward.36 For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what was promised. 37 For yet in a very little while, He who is coming will come, and will not delay.

He is pointing them to the future. He is saying, “Listen, It is not going to be easy in the midst of tribulation. But if you will keep your mind on Me, if you will trust in Me, if you will walk righteously, I will level it out. You will make it,
Here he is quoting Habakkuk:
Hebrews 10:38 But My righteous one shall live by faith; And if he shrinks back, My soul has no pleasure in him.
As we look at this and as we come to it, go to John 16: - Jesus is speaking, getting ready to go to Gethsemane where He will be arrested. He says:
John 16:33 “These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.”
Our peace is not in the circumstances but in the One who has control of the circumstances.

In the light of that, that He makes the way smooth, go to Matthew 17 – the setting is the disciples couldn’t cast out demons.

Matthew 17:19 Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, “Why could we not drive it out?”20 And He said to them, “Because of the littleness of your faith; for truly I say to you, if you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move; and nothing will be impossible to you.

A mountain is an obstacle. God is saying, if you and I believe in Him, if you and I have faith and walk righteously, God will move the mountains by our believing Him.

So this is what we see.

Isaiah 26:8 Indeed, while following the way of Your judgments, O Lord, We have waited for You eagerly; Your name, even Your memory, (remembering who God is) is the desire of our souls.9 At night my soul longs for You, Indeed, my spirit within me seeks You diligently; For when the earth experiences Your judgments The inhabitants of the world learn righteousness.10 Though the wicked is shown favor, He does not learn righteousness; He deals unjustly in the land of uprightness, And does not perceive the majesty of the Lord.

Which are you more like? The righteous or the unrighteous.  So that when the judgments  are coming on the face of this earth, you are looking to the One who  is behind the judgments. And you are resting and you are trusting. You are kept in perfect peace because you know that the purpose of those judgments on the earth is to make the world learn righteousness. It comes and some people respond in righteousness. But the others don’t. Even the judgments of God come upon them, he does not learn righteousness. He does not perceive the majesty of the Lord. He thinks it is Mother Nature and doesn’t recognize that it is Father God.
Then in chapter 26:11-18 The Righteous realize that it (righteousness) is all of God:
What is all of God? All of your righteousness. It is all of God.
Isaiah 26:12 Lord, You will establish peace for us, Since You have also performed for us all our works.
It is not us. What God is doing in Isaiah is He is trying to being low the pride of man so that man being humbled will look up and understand that it is all of God.

Romans 3:10 as it is written, “There is none righteous, not even one; 11 There is none who understands, There is none who seeks for God;
Isaiah 53:6 All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; But the Lord has caused the iniquity of us all To fall on Him.

2 Corinthians 5:21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.
If you do not believe, you will not last. If you do not believe, you will not last.
It is the righteousness of faith. It is the righteousness of trusting in Him. It is the righteousness of waiting eagerly for Him. It is the righteousness of knowing that everything that is done that is good in us is preformed by God. It is not us. That is what it is.
Look at verse 11:
11 O Lord, Your hand is lifted up yet they do not see it. They see (Let them see) Your zeal for the people and are put to shame; Indeed, fire will devour Your enemies.12 Lord, You will establish peace for us, (Who gives us peace? It’s not us. It’s God.) Since You have also performed for us all our works.

It reminds me of John 5:24. It reminds me of the words of Jesus, the Son of God. God in the flesh. Yet, how did God in the flesh live?  This is what Jesus says:
24 “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.

How do you get eternal life? By being good? No. you can’t. You’re unrighteous. You get it by faith.

John 5:30
Look at Jesus’ example.  This is the Son of God speaking! This is the One that is the Word. This is the One that was in the beginning. This is the One who created all things.
30 “I can do nothing on My own initiative. As I hear, I judge; and My judgment is just, because I do not seek My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me.

John 14:8 Philip said to Him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.”9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?10 “Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father is in Me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on My own initiative, but the Father abiding in Me does His works.11 “Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me; otherwise believe because of the works themselves.

This is the righteousness.

Isaiah 26  This is what he says:
13 O Lord our God, other masters besides You have ruled us; But through You alone we confess Your name.

It is You who have enabled me to confess Your name. it is You who have brought me into Your family. 
John 1:13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

He is the author of our salvation. He is the One who begins it. He says:

14 The dead will not live, the departed spirits will not rise; Therefore You have punished and destroyed them, And You have wiped out all remembrance of them.15 You have increased the nation, O Lord, You have increased the nation, You are glorified; You have extended all the borders of the land.

Look at the map and look at where Israel is going to be compared to where they are now. Israel can’t even hold on to the land that they’ve got. They are selling it because they don’t believe God. They don’t trust God. They are not in perfect peace because they are not focused on God. They don’t believe the Word of God. They live in the land of the Book but they are not living in the book.

15 You have increased the nation, O Lord, You have increased the nation, You are glorified; You have extended all the borders of the land.16 O Lord, they sought You in distress; They could only whisper a prayer, Your chastening was upon them.
They were so weak and Your hand was so heavy upon them, that they could hardly get a prayer out of their mouth.

17 As the pregnant woman approaches the time to give birth, She writhes and cries out in her labor pains, Thus were we before You, O Lord.18 We were pregnant, we writhed in labor, We gave birth, as it seems, only to wind. (we couldn’t give birth to anything.)We could not accomplish deliverance for the earth, Nor were inhabitants of the world born.  (In other words, “God, we are impotent.” This is where righteousness shines is  in our impotence)19 Your dead will live; Their corpses will rise. You who lie in the dust, awake and (what?) shout for joy, For your dew is as the dew of the dawn, And the earth will give birth to the departed spirits.

What do you see? It is God that brings life. There is a contrast here between the dead who do not know Him in verse 14 that are punished and destroyed. You are going to see more about that even in the last chapter of Isaiah. Then you come to verse 19.But in verse 19 – God’s dead will live. He is the One who has this power. They will awake and sing for joy.

John 5 – in the midst of what I just read you. In the context of 24-30, listen to what it says:

John 5:25 “Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming and now is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live.26 “For just as the Father has life in Himself, even so He gave to the Son also to have life in Himself;27 and He gave Him authority to execute judgment, because He is the Son of Man.28 “Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all who are in the tombs will hear His voice,29 and will come forth; those who did the good deeds (those who are righteous)  to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds to a resurrection of judgment.

That is what you see in that passage.
Isaiah 26:20-21 The righteous are Hidden in God’s wrath. This is so key. They are hidden in the day of God’s wrath. When God’s wrath comes, verse 21:
21 For behold, the Lord is about to come out from His place To punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity; And the earth will reveal her bloodshed And will no longer cover her slain.

You saw that in Numbers 35:33 
‘So you shall not pollute the land in which you are; for blood pollutes the land and no expiation can be made for the land for the blood that is shed on it, except by the blood of him who shed it.
God requires the blood of the one who sheds innocent blood.

We see in Revelation that Jesus is coming as the blood avenger to avenge the blood of His saints that have been killed: 
Revelation 19:22 because His judgments are true and righteous; for He has judged the great harlot who was corrupting the earth with her immorality, and He has avenged the blood of His bond-servants on her.”
 Judgment is coming on the earth but the righteous are hid in that time.

Isaiah 26:20 Come, my people, enter into your rooms And close your doors behind you; Hide for a little while Until indignation runs its course.
He is saying, “Come in and close the door.” Think about the ark. Think about God’s judgment on the earth. What did God do? He brought them into the ark. In Genesis 7:16 God closed the door. Judgment fell all around them but they were secure in the ark. Think about Passover. They go into their houses and because of the blood that is on their doorposts, God passes over the house. They are secure within because of the blood. (Exodus 12:12, 23) 
Think also of the promise that is to come.

Go to Revelation 3:  God makes a promise to the church, who are righteous, who are faithful.
10 ‘Because you have kept the word of My perseverance (endured, steadfast in mind, have trusted the Lord, have not ceased to be righteous, you have hidden yourself), I also will keep you from (“ek” means out of)  the hour of testing, that hour which is about to come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth.11 ‘I am coming quickly; hold fast what you have, so that no one will take your crown.

I believe that this is a promise that when God’s wrath is poured out on this earth in those final bowls, the church is not here. We have been TAKEN OUT. We have been taken home. We are with the Lord.
Isaiah 26 – is the victory of “that day.”

Isaiah 27 – we have another in that day. 1,2,12-13

What is God taking us to now? He has told us that He is going to lay the earth waste. He had told us that He is going to judge the earth. now He has told us that the righteous are going to be secure. He is going to keep us in perfect peace.
In chapter 27 that in that day – the victory for Israel.

How is that victory accomplished? V 1 the destruction of the enemy of enemies.

Isaiah 27:1 In that day the Lord will punish Leviathan the fleeing serpent, With His fierce and great and mighty sword, Even Leviathan the twisted serpent; And He will kill the dragon that lives in the sea.

He is going to kill that dragon. How is He going to kill that dragon? He is going to kill that dragon with a great and fierce sword

Revelation 19:15 This is talking about Jesus’ coming:
15 From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may strike down the nations, and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty.

In that day, what do you have?

Revelation 20:10 And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.
Then 
Revelation 21:1  Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea.
Revelation 21:4 and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away.”

Why? Satan has been taken care of.

So he shows you the destruction of the enemy of enemies. 

John 8:44 “You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies.
So God as our Blood avenger, our Kinsman Redeemer, is going to take care of him.

Since Genesis:
Genesis 3:15 And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the head, And you shall bruise him on the heel.”
The devil has a seed. The devil has a group of people. The devil along with his people will be cast into the lake of fire and brimstone. When that happens, the enmity against Israel will be over. 
You look at the enmity of Israel. You look at all the Jewish hatred. Where does it come from? It doesn’t just come from man. It comes from the devil. The devil who rules over a kingdom of darkness. He is going to be brought low.
Isaiah 27: 2-6 the Lord’s vineyard. A contrast to the vineyard in chapter 5.

The Lord’s vineyard will fill the whole earth with it’s fruit.
2 In that day, “A vineyard of wine, sing of it!  (3 short happy statements)3 “I, the Lord, am its keeper; I water it every moment. So that no one will damage it, I guard it night and day.4 “I have no wrath. Should someone give Me briars and thorns in battle, Then I would step on them, I would burn them completely.5 “Or let him rely on My protection, Let him make peace with Me, Let him make peace with Me.” (if you are coming against My vineyard)6 In the days to come Jacob will take root, Israel will blossom and sprout, And they will fill the whole world with fruit.
In other words, they were to do that and they didn’t do it. But now they will do it.
How can a righteous God allow Israel to recover? How can a righteous God say someday His vineyard, that was not the vineyard should be, someday His vineyard will sprout and blossom and fill the whole earth. How can a righteous God say that? He can say that because of verses 7-11. He judged them; He brought them low and there was a remnant that responded, that took the idols and got rid of them. They acknowledged that God is God. 
7 Like the striking of Him who has struck them, has He struck them? Or like the slaughter of His slain, have they been slain?8 You contended with them by banishing them, by driving them away. With His fierce wind He has expelled them on the day of the east wind.9 Therefore through this Jacob’s iniquity will be forgiven; (why? See verse 8) And this will be the full price of the pardoning of his sin: When he (Israel) makes all the altar stones like pulverized chalk stones; When Asherim and incense altars will not stand.

God judged them and they responded but the fortified city did not.

He comes back to the fortified city. Remember what you read in the oracles in chapter 13-23.

10 For the fortified city is isolated, A homestead (pasture) forlorn and forsaken like the desert; There the calf will graze, And there it will lie down and feed on its branches.11 When its limbs are dry, they are broken off; Women come and make a fire with them, For they are not a people of discernment, 
See the contrast: between those who are discerning, between  those that trust in the Lord, between those that are kept in perfect peace and live in God’s city. But now you have this fortified city and it is isolated.

v. 11bTherefore their Maker will not have compassion on them. And their Creator will not be gracious to them.
Now hear the trumpet:

12 In that day the Lord will start His threshing from the flowing stream of the Euphrates (Ur of the Chaldeans, remember the Garden of Eden, that part of the world) to the brook of Egypt (go down to the south), and you will be gathered up one by one, O sons of Israel.

I will not lose you.

Romans 11:26 and so all Israel (that survives the tribulation, the faithful remnant, that hides until the indignation) will be saved; just as it is written, “The Deliverer will come from Zion, He will remove ungodliness from Jacob.”
This is what we just saw. 
Romans 11:27 “This is My covenant with them, When I take away their sins.”28 From the standpoint of the gospel they are enemies for your sake, but from the standpoint of God’s choice they are beloved for the sake of the fathers;29 for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.

Isaiah 26:33 “The steadfast of mind You will keep in perfect peace, Because he trusts in You.

There is a remnant.

Isaiah 27:13 It will come about also in that day that a great trumpet will be blown, and those who were perishing in the land of Assyria (Go back to the Euphrates) and who were scattered in the land of Egypt (go back to the brook of Egypt) will come and worship the Lord in the holy mountain at Jerusalem.

Where? At Jerusalem, the strong city.

Isaiah 26:1  In that day this song will be sung in the land of Judah: “We have a strong city; He sets up walls and ramparts for security.
It makes me think of a trumpet that we, the church, will hear.

1 Thessalonians 4:15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep.16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.
You saw that the earth was going to give birth to the departed spirits. They are going to rise and they are going to sing before the Lord. They are going to shout for joy.
1 Thessalonians 4:16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.17 Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord.18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.
There is a resurrection. There is a gathering of His own, the church of Jesus Christ, before that time comes that tests all the people on the face of the earth. Then there is a gathering of God’s elect from the 4 corners of the earth. There is a highway from Egypt to Assyria and from Assyria and Egypt and we are coming home.
Isaiah 14:22 The peoples will take them along and bring them to their place, and the house of Israel will possess them as an inheritance in the land of the Lord as male servants and female servants; and they will take their captors captive and will rule over their oppressors.
Oh precious one, listen to me very carefully, be at peace. Be at peace. It is you, God, You alone that accomplishes all these things for us. So be kept in perfect peace by trusting in Him. Trust in the Lord and do good. He is coming and His reward is with Him.
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