	Kay arthur – what are you trusting in?  where are you resting?
	isaiah lesson 11



As we begin Isaiah 28 and 29, a new segment of Isaiah, I want to ask you, Are you in a trial? Are you being tempted? Are you in a difficult situation? Do you find yourself straddling both worlds: the culture in which you live and the Bible. How are you going to handle all that and what are you going to do if you fall?  I want to talk to you today about what are you trusting in. What do you trust in? What are you resting in? ...because that is the point of Isaiah 28-33. What are you trusting in?... it’s a very shaky and unstable future that we are facing. I don’t think we can begin to comprehend it.
I want to ask you two questions?

1) What are you resting in? What are you trusting in? is it the tested stone that God has laid in Zion? Or are you trusting in your own wisdom, your own strength, your own cleverness to deliver you and help you out of the situation you are in?  If you are trusting in yourself, in the arm of flesh, then God’s message to you today is, “Woe to you.” You are going to be so sorry if you are not trusting and resting in this tested stone in Zion. This question comes from Isaiah 28.

2) When it comes to your life, the everyday events of your life, the small ones and the big ones, who is the potter and who is the clay? Do you see yourself as the potter, the one that is going to shape your destiny? Or do you see yourself as the clay but in the hands of the potter? This question comes from Isaiah 29. 

Why are these questions very important? I want to stop to take stock of where we are as a nation’ where we are as the United States of America. So I have been listening to the news. I don’t usually get much of a chance to listen to the news but I am telling you I am sickened. I am absolutely sickened when I listen to the news because everything in our society is disintegrating. 
At our board meeting the other day when I gave devotions I said, “I am so thankful that I am in my seventies. I am 73. I am so thankful because I have known a different America. I know that things could be different. There was a time when the family unit was the strongest unit in our nation. It was a mother. It was a father. Mother was at home, and father was out earning a living.  The kids were so secure that they were able to play in the streets. You just told them in the evening when they went out that, “You’ve got to be home by dark.” I would never let my children play in the streets in the society that we live in today. 
Now we are contesting marriage. Now we are trying to define it. There was a big congressional kind of a thing where they tried to get together and decide what the family was. After weeks they couldn’t come to a conclusion. They hadn’t read the word of God. The word of God makes it very clear. So we are living in a society that is disintegrating: alcohol, drugs, all these things, choking yourself to get a high. All this stuff is going on. There is profanity and gross immorality. It is not just late at night. It comes even during the daytime. 
We do not flinch. We do not want to hear about God. And so what we have in our society is Christianity being marginalized. You can have a prayer room in your school for the Muslims but you cannot stand up and say that that is wrong and we want one for the Christians. The Muslims are more accepted today then Christians in our schools and in our institutions. So Christianity is being marginalized. 

On top of that, there is a greater threat and that is Islam. You have to understand the Islam is an ideology. It is a very passionate ideology. It began its rise again in the world in 1979-1980 in the rise of the Ayatolla. They have a concept of ummah. The concept of ummah which is community. So it is the community of those who are in the Muslim faith. They are the true worshippers of Allah. So if they go to England, if they come to the United States, they are going to have this ummah concept which is a concept of community. That concept of community means loyalty to this community supersedes loyalty to the nation in which I live.
They venerate Mohammad. They have a high view of the Koran. By the way, Saudi Arabia just printed over 300 million copies of the Koran. Now there are 6 pillars of their faith instead of 5. The 6th is jihad. Jihad is one of the pillars of the faith. It is not a people who go between what is right and what is wrong but rather everything is a matter of honor and shame. So if you say anything against Mohammad, it is a matter of honor to take care of (remove) you because you have shamed Mohammad. Therefore they have the right to kill you because they reclaim their honor (when you have shamed them) by vengeance. 
Jihad is a holy war. It is in many descriptions. The holy war is the thing that is honorable. 
And this is why: when something happens and it involves the Koran or Mohammed or their right to meet or do anything within a country. They will gather and they will threaten and they rule this way – this is where Britain is in real trouble –they rule by the fact that it will be a holy war.

In Africa they moved in peaceably. They said that they wanted to live peaceably with the Christians. Once they gain their power then it is an idea of supremacy because it is Sharia. Sharia is the law. The law is Muslim rule. They have a plan to rule the world globally. They have an outline of how they are going to put the Muslim faith as the predominate faith in every single country in the world. They have a plan for every county in the world. They have plan for the USA.
 As I say this, you may say, “What does this have to do with Isaiah?” Well, in Isaiah 28 they were under the threat of an enemy. How did they react under the threat of that enemy? You and I now in this millennium – as we are cutting this video it is 2007 – as we look at Isaiah we have to see: here was Israel. They had the threat of Assyria. Here is the United States of America. They have the threat of those people living in those lands that are now worshippers of Mohammad.  So how do we react? What can we learn? What are the precepts and the principals for us to live during this time when we find as we saw in Isaiah in the first part – the disintegration of the culture, as we look at the disintegration of our culture. 
As they were living under the threat of the Assyrian so we are living in the threat of the Islamic faith. Just know this: their plan is to rule the world. Listen to me very carefully: if we go to a Muslim country, we have no right to practice our faith. But when a Muslim people come to England or they come to the USA, they have freedom to practice their faith. It is that freedom to practice their faith until they gain a stronghold –and know this – it is also this: once they buy a piece of property, according to their thinking, that piece of property belongs to them until the end of time. That is why they want Jerusalem. That is why they insist that the dome of the Rock and the Al-Aqsa mosque is theirs and will remain theirs because once they got it they consider it Islamic territory for the rest history. It is called Islamic space. They buy and take over more and more and more.
Let’s do a quick review of Isaiah. It is important that you keep the big picture of this book before you.

Isaiah opens up:

Isaiah 1:1 The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz concerning Judah and Jerusalem, which he saw during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.
FIRST Segment:  Isaiah 1-12 – God’s Word Concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

If we want to summarize what his message is, we would see it in his message to Ahaz in Isaiah 7:9. 

9 and the head of Ephraim is Samaria and the head of Samaria is the son of Remaliah. If you will not believe, you surely shall not last.”
I picked one scripture out of each segment to capsulate it and that goes with our theme and my questions to you today: Who are you trusting in? Where are you resting? Do you consider yourself the potter or do you consider yourself the clay in the hand of the potter? Not just the clay but the clay in the hand of the Potter.


Isaiah 7, Ahaz is reigning. When does Uzziah die? Chapter 6

So Uzziah had died. Ahaz is reigning. I am going to draw a little map.(Kay draws map)  Over here is Egypt, Israel and Assyria, the enemy. To the north is Ephraim. Up here is Aram. With Aram is Damascus which is the capital. North is Tyre and Sidon. You have the Sea of Galilee and you come down with the Jordan River to the Dead Sea. You have Ammon and Moab and Edom to the east of the Jordan. South east of Edom is Arabia. 

Now, as you look at this, you see Assyria is threatening them. So Ahaz who is the king of Judah is considering making a treaty. Is he going to make a treaty with Aram and Ephraim to protect from Assyria? Is he going to come down here to Egypt? Who will he choose? This is the conflict. Here is a power to help him. There is a power to help him. And here is the threat. In the middle of all this:

Isaiah 7:1 Now it came about in the days of Ahaz, the son of Jotham, the son of Uzziah, king of Judah, that Rezin the king of Aram and Pekah the son of Remaliah, king of Israel, went up to Jerusalem to wage war against it, but could not conquer it.
Aram and Israel are coming against Judah to try and conquer it.

3 Then the Lord said to Isaiah, “Go out now to meet Ahaz, you and your son Shear-jashub, (means “a remnant shall return.”) at the end of the conduit of the upper pool, on the highway to the fuller’s field,

Isaiah is letting Ahaz in on what is going to happen.

8 “For the head of Aram is Damascus and the head of Damascus is Rezin (now within another 65 years Ephraim will be shattered, so that it is no longer a people),9 and the head of Ephraim is Samaria and the head of Samaria is the son of Remaliah. If you will not believe, you surely shall not last.” ’ ”

In other words, they are coming against you. I am going to protect you. You do not need to make a treaty with Assyria. You need to trust Me. If you do not believe, you will not last.

What is God’s message to you in the coming future and in the society in which we live?:
If you do not believe, you surely shall not last. You will make it through the culture war. You will not make it through the Islamic threat. If you do not believe, you surely shall not last. Who are you going to trust? Who are you going to rest in?
In chapters 1-12 He takes us into the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham (not mentioned) and then who? Ahaz. This is what we have in chapters 1-12.
In chapters 13-23 God moves from Israel and Judah and talking about what is going to happen to the northern kingdom and how it is going to be shattered by Assyria. He is telling them now that He is not only the God of Israel and Judah. He is the God of the nations.

SECOND Segment:   Isaiah 13-23 – God’s Word Concerning the Nations.

Isaiah 14:24-27  The Lord of hosts has sworn saying, “Surely, just as I have intended so it has happened, and just as I have planned so it will stand,25 to break Assyria in My land, and I will trample him on My mountains. Then his yoke will be removed from them and his burden removed from their shoulder.26 “This is the plan devised against the whole earth; and this is the hand that is stretched out against all the nations.27 “For the Lord of hosts has planned, and who can frustrate it? And as for His stretched-out hand, who can turn it back?”
So who are you going to trust in? Are you going to trust in the stone in Zion, a tested stone that will never be moved. Or are you going to capitulate to the foreign powers or are you going to understand that God is not a local God. God is not a local God. God is God Almighty. He is not only called the Holy One of Israel but He is called the Lord of hosts. We need to remember that. Because more and more they are going to marginalize Christianity, this nation that was founded on a faith in God, who’s fathers whether they were Christian or not, had  respect of God. All of that is gone. They set up a constitution to protect us but instead it is being used against us. The Muslims say the separation of church and state and the right to freedom of speech is their way to establish their land, their territory and eventually take over. 
We need to understand that we do not have a God who is an American God, or one that is just the God of our Baptist denomination, our Presbyterian denomination, our Assemblies of God or whatever, but He is Almighty God, the Lord of all the nations. As He has planned, it will come to pass. 

What He has told us from the beginning of Isaiah 2 – He is establishing Zion. All the nations will eventually come to Zion. They will do homage to Him. They will learn His ways and they will have peace. They will beat their swords into plowshares. He has said this over and over and over again.

But until that time, things are going to happen that will be hard to be understood if you don’t understand the Scriptures, if you don’t know what the Word of God has to say in the whole council of the word of God.  You can be shaken.. but if you know who God is, then you know to put your trust in that tested stone, the stone that God has established in Zion. He is the Rock and you are not moved. 
This is what He is telling us as we look at this.

Isaiah 13-23 – we go from the reign of Ahaz to the reign of Hezekiah. We know this because Isaiah 14:28 In the year that King Ahaz died this oracle came:

If these messages are chronological in Isaiah and what is God is doing is showing us a pattern, then you and I know this: that what is happening now in Isaiah 28 is in the days of Hezekiah. 
THIRD Segment:   Isaiah 24-27 God Will Lay Waste the Earth

God wants us to know that He is not only the God of Israel and Judah, or the nations, but I am the God that created this earth and is able to lay it waste. And He is going to lay it waste. We are going to see in Isaiah 24-27 what says regarding the day when God will lay waste the earth and it doesn’t end there – He set up His kingdom in Jerusalem.  
What is our verse for this passage that will hold us and keep us trusting? 
It is
 Isaiah 26:3 “The steadfast of mind You will keep in perfect peace, Because he trusts in You.

The next section of Isaiah is 29-33. God Pronounces Six Woes Against Those Who Consider The Clay Above The Potter. When you consider the clay of above the Potter you are turning to the arm of flesh.

Jumping ahead – I picked a verse in Isaiah 30:15

15 For thus the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel, has said, “In repentance and rest you will be saved, In quietness and trust is your strength.” But you were not willing,

“Repentance” means you have a change of mind. It means you come to your senses. You turn around and you come back.
So that is the question for you today. The question is: will you be secure, saved by trusting in Him, by resting in Him, will you move through whatever happens in the USA in that rest and in that trust. Will you be able to do it with confidence? Will you be able to handle it and walk in that trust that will be your strength or will you fall apart? Will you find yourself running hither and yon all over the place because you can’t handle it because you won’t trust, because you won’t rest or because (listen) you won’t spend the time to study the Word of God as you ought to – because you start and you do not finish.  You do not discipline yourself. If I sound hard, just remember that I am 73 and let me mother you. OK ( I know from where I speak. I speak according to the Word of God, knowing the Lord and knowing the only way I could have survived everything is in that quietness and that trust in that peace.
Assyria was the most powerful enemy of that time. It was the most powerful kingdom. It goes from 900-609 BC.  This is to give you the setting of these “woes.”
You have Assyria as the dominant power during the days of Isaiah. Why am I saying this? What Isaiah is going to do –and he has already given us a taste of this in Isaiah 13 – Isaiah is not only going to speak to the times, he is going to tell us the future. He is going to describe to us the future. But not only that, he is going to speak to those people as if they were living during that time.  If they were living during that time, what is his message to them because I want to know because of the times in which I am living. Do you understand what I am saying? We are on lesson 11. We have 12, 13 and 14 and we finish the first segment, the first 39 chapters of this book. But you can’t miss the rest. You have to get it.
Isaiah is going to talk about Babylon. Isaiah is going to talk about how they are to live during this time. Isaiah is going to take us all the way to heaven and have us look down on those souls who did not believe, who did not trust.  (Mark 9:44) [where their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched.]

That is how far he is going to take us. You and I need to know what this book says.
Isaiah 28:1 Woe to the proud crown of the drunkards of Ephraim, 
He is pronouncing a woe to this proud crown of these drunkards of Ephraim. They have not yet gone into captivity. He is saying this to them. If we would look at Amos:

Amos 6:1 Woe to those who are at ease in Zion (listen) And to those who feel secure (where?) in the mountain of Samaria, The distinguished men of the foremost of nations, To whom the house of Israel comes.

Samaria is just north of Jerusalem and it is on a hill. It is set up and because of the walls that are set up and the topography, it is like a crowned jewel.  It is like a crown. It is crown that comes down and takes you into this beautiful fertile valley. 

He is saying “woe.” 

Amos 6:11 “Woe to those who are at ease in Zion, and to those who feel secure on the mountain of Samaria, the notable men of the first of the nations, to whom the house of Israel comes!
Amos 6:4 Those who recline on beds of ivory And sprawl on their couches, And eat lambs from the flock And calves from the midst of the stall,5 Who improvise to the sound of the harp, And like David have composed songs for themselves,Just look at our music world. Look at the heroes of the music world. Look at the way they dress, what they do to their bodies, and how they live. Look at their houses.
Amos 6:6 Who drink wine from sacrificial bowls While they anoint themselves with the finest of oils, Yet they have not grieved over the ruin of Joseph.7 Therefore, they will now go into exile at the head of the exiles, And the sprawlers’ banqueting will pass away.

Amos prophesized during the days of Uzziah and Jeroboam. These were wonderful days for this countries. Financially these are wonderful days for a lot of America. We don’t realize that the enemy is breathing down our neck.
You have Samaria up here. He says, “Woe to the proud crown of the drunkards of Ephraim.” 

The cities of Samaria: was 10 miles of this road that came from up in Assyria (Damascus) all the way down through Ephraim all the way down to Egypt. There was a highway that went that way.

This was the highway from Mesopotamia all the way down to Egypt. So when you look at chapter 28:1-8, I want to ask you a question. Which crown are you going to follow? Are you going to follow the crown of the drunkards of Ephraim, the people that are ruling and being mean to people, who are overcome with wine? It says in verse 3:  

3 The proud crown of the drunkards of Ephraim is trodden under foot.4 And the fading flower of its glorious beauty, Which is at the head of the fertile valley, Will be like the first-ripe fig prior to summer, Which one sees, And as soon as it is in his hand, He swallows it.

You walk down. You see one fig that is ripe. You take it. You pop it in your mouth. You eat it; you swallow it; it is gone. He says that is what you are going to be like.

5 In that day the Lord of hosts will become a (what?) beautiful crown And a glorious diadem to the remnant of His people;

Now watch what he says:

6 A spirit of justice for him who sits in judgment, A strength to those who repel the onslaught at the gate.7 And these also reel with wine and stagger from strong drink: The priest and the prophet reel with strong drink, They are confused by wine, they stagger from strong drink; They reel while having visions, They totter when rendering judgment. (They are confused by wine) 
They had a drinking problem. And here is your priest and here is your prophet, the one that is leading you in your religious ceremony and the one who is suppose to speak from God.  And they are drunk. (Kay acts drunk.) and the proud crown of the drunkard is going to fall off his head. 

BUT the Lord of hosts will become a beautiful crown. A proud crown vs. a beautiful crown.

When I look at those first 8 verse – I want to ask you a question. Which crown are you going to follow? 
Isaiah 28:9-13 –Which message are you going to listen to? Babble?

9 “To whom would He teach knowledge, And to whom would He interpret the message?
 Those just weaned from milk? Those just taken from the breast? Is He going to do it to the babies that have just been taken off the breast? 
10 “For He says, ‘Order on order, order on order, Line on line, line on line, A little here, a little there.’ ”11 Indeed, He will speak to this people Through stammering lips and a foreign tongue
Why? He said, I tried to speak to you through my prophets and you would not listen. I tried to give you the word of God but you didn’t have time for it. You didn’t pay attention to it. So do you now how I am going to speak to you now? I am going to speak to you in a foreign language. I am going to speak to you in this babble that you can’t understand.  Through stammering lips and a foreign tongue – he is going to speak to Ephraim because in 722 Assyria is going to take them and deal with them. He is going to speak to them through a foreign tongue because they wouldn’t listen or trust in Him. Because He was not their trust and rest. So He is going to deal with them.

13 So the word of the Lord to them will be, “Order on order, order on order, Line on line, line on line, A little here, a little there,” That they may go and stumble backward, be broken, snared and taken captive.

Now listen, in 
2 Timothy 4:1 I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom:2 preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction.3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires,4 and will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths.

If you won’t listen to God, you’re going to get the babble of the world.

Verse 14-22 – (It was which crown, which message?) but now it’s which leader are you going to follow?

14 Therefore, hear the word of the Lord, O (what?) scoffers,
Scoffers are the worst. They not only rejects truth but he treats it lightly, and mock and scoffs it. He doesn’t just  say – I don’t believe that – he says, “I don’t believe that. You are not educated if you believe that stuff because …. It is just hogwash. It is just man’s imagination. Christianity is for those who need a crutch.” And I say, “You are right. But no one can kick the crutch out from under me because God is my crutch.” 

15 Because you have said, “We have made a covenant with death, And with Sheol we have made a pact. The overwhelming scourge will not reach us when it passes by, For we have made falsehood our refuge and we have concealed ourselves with deception.”
Now they are not actually saying this. God is saying this is what they have done. You’ve said that we have made a pact. Now watch – when the overwhelming scourge –(let’s say it is Assyria) – passes by down this highway because Assyria wants Egypt, Assyria in its wake will take Tyre, Aram, Ephraim, Ammon, Edom, Arabia… it will take Egypt. This is what they want. 

So here is Assyria. They are going to come down this way and He says, “OK, which leader are you going to follow? Where are they going to go for help? Ephraim and Aram are out of the picture. Where are they going to go for help? Egypt. 

Watch what He says about Egypt in your study this week.


Isaiah 31: 1 Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help …
So, which leader are you going to follow?

16 Therefore thus says the Lord God, “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a tested stone, A costly cornerstone for the foundation, (what?) firmly placed. He who believes in it will not be (what?) disturbed.

“Disturbed” means you’re panicked. You run this way or that way? But “not disturbed” means that you will not be thrown. It is a word that means that you’re not going to be thrown off course. “Disturbed” literally means in a hurry. In other words you’re gong to be able to handle it because you are trusting in God, and you’re resting in Him not panicked and running.

Who is that cornerstone? Jesus:

1 Peter 2: 4 And coming to Him as to a living stone which has been rejected by men, but is choice and precious in the sight of God,

5 you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.6 For this is contained in Scripture: “Behold, I lay in Zion a choice stone, a precious corner stone, And he who believes in Him will not be disappointed.”7 This precious value, then, is for you who believe; but for those who disbelieve, “The stone which the builders rejected, This became the very corner stone,”8 and, “A stone of stumbling and a rock of offense”; for they stumble because they are disobedient to the word, and to this doom they were also appointed.

Isaiah 9:6 For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government will rest on His shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.
Isaiah 28:17 “I will make justice the measuring line 
Islam and the other part of our culture, and the government may get away with injustice but there is a time when He is going to drop a plumb line. I will make justice the measuring line.

17b…And righteousness the level; Then hail will sweep away the refuge of lies And the waters will overflow the secret place.

You were making a compact with Egypt, with death. But it’s going to be cancelled:

18 “Your covenant with death will be canceled, And your pact with Sheol will not stand; When the overwhelming scourge passes through, Then you become its trampling place.19 “As often as it passes through, it will seize you; For morning after morning it will pass through, anytime during the day or night, And it will be sheer terror to understand what it means.”21 For the Lord will rise up as at Mount Perazim, (God delivered David from the Philistines) He will be stirred up as in the valley of Gibeon (the day the sun stood still), To do His task, His unusual task, And to work His work, His extraordinary work.
This is what God is going to do. Why are you trusting in someone else. Which leader are you going to follow? In the time of distress are you going to turn to the arm of flesh or are you going to turn to Almighty God? Or are you going to assert yourself as the potter or are you going to say, “You are the Potter, I am the clay. Do with me as You please. I trust You.”
Scoffers again:

22 And now do not carry on as scoffers, Or your fetters will be made stronger;
Every time you believe what is wrong or do what is wrong you are strengthening that habit that you are doing or that belief. You’re strengthening that fetter around you. Every time you make a wrong choice. Every time you repeat a behavior or you think a thought that is contrary to God, it eventually strengthens itself and hold you in its fetters.


 22b For I have heard from the Lord God of hosts Of decisive destruction on all the earth.

Where is that described in Isaiah? Isaiah 24 and 25 and 26 and 27. That is where it is described.

Then He goes on to tell the knowledge that God gives to farmers:

23 Give ear and hear my voice, Listen and hear my words.24 Does the farmer plow continually to plant seed? Does he continually turn and harrow the ground?25 Does he not level its surface And sow dill and scatter cummin And plant wheat in rows, Barley in its place and rye within its area?26 For his God instructs and teaches him properly.27 For dill is not threshed with a threshing sledge, Nor is the cartwheel driven over cummin; But dill is beaten out with a rod, and cummin with a club.28 Grain for bread is crushed, Indeed, he does not continue to thresh it forever. Because the wheel of his cart and his horses eventually damage it, He does not thresh it longer.29 This also comes from the Lord of hosts, Who has made His counsel wonderful and His wisdom great.
Pay attention to God.  Even the farmers have wisdom from God.

The farmers don’t over thresh. They don’t over sledge. And God won’t either. He will judge but He won’t ruin His crop.

Isaiah 28:29 This also comes from the Lord of hosts, Who has made His counsel wonderful and His wisdom great.
Now we come to chapter 29. What is 29 about? 28 is woe to these drunkards of Ephraim, the two crowns and the leaders and the messages.

What is 29 about? Woe, O Ariel, Jerusalem
Isaiah 29:1 Woe, O Ariel, Ariel the city where David once camped! Add year to year, observe your feasts on schedule.2 I will bring distress to Ariel, And she will be a city of lamenting and mourning; And she will be like an Ariel to me.
Go up to your temple and observe your feasts, but know this: I am going to bring distress to Ariel.

3 I will camp against you encircling you, And I will set siegeworks against you, And I will raise up battle towers against you.4 Then you will be brought (what?)  low; From the earth you will speak, And from the dust where you are prostrate Your words will come. Your voice will also be like that of a spirit from the ground, And your speech will whisper from the dust.5 But the multitude of your enemies will become like fine dust, And the multitude of the ruthless ones like the chaff which blows away; And it will happen instantly, suddenly.6 From the Lord of hosts you will be punished with thunder and earthquake and loud noise, With whirlwind and tempest and the flame of a consuming fire.7 And the multitude of all the nations who wage war against Ariel, Even all who wage war against her and her stronghold, and who distress her, Will be like a dream, a vision of the night.

What is he talking about? He is letting us know that He is going to do what He said He’s do as recorded in the Torah.  He is going to take Jerusalem into captivity. He is going to destroy Ariel, this lion. He is going to destroy it, this city where David was.

He is telling them about 3 sieges of Jerusalem.

Let’s get it down:

1st siege – come in 586 BC. God is going to besiege Jerusalem with the Babylonians

(2 Chronicles 36:15-21)

2nd siege – 70 AD (Luke 21:20-24) describe this siege.

Luke 21:20 “But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then recognize that her desolation is near.

21 “Then those who are in Judea must flee to the mountains, and those who are in the midst of the city must leave, and those who are in the country must not enter the city;2 because these are days of vengeance, so that all things which are written will be fulfilled.

23 “Woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those days; for there will be great distress upon the land and wrath to this people;24 and they will fall by the edge of the sword, and will be led captive into all the nations; and Jerusalem will be trampled under foot by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.
Then they came back. Israel became a nation in 1948. Israel is in the process of rebuilding the temple instruments, but they plan to rebuild the temple. Will there be a temple? Yes (Revelation 11:1-2; 2 Thessalonians 2:4) so there is yet a third destruction of Jerusalem that is to come.

Matthew 24 describes the 3rd destruction that is yet to come.

Matthew 24:15 “Therefore when you see the abomination of desolation which was spoken of through Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place (let the reader understand),

16 then those who are in Judea must flee to the mountains. 21 “For then there will be a great tribulation, such as has not occurred since the beginning of the world until now, nor ever will. 

You have read about it in Isaiah. It is the Day of the Lord.
22 “Unless those days had been cut short, no life would have been saved; but for the sake of the elect (there is a remnant) those days will be cut short.

30 “And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory.31 “And He will send forth His angels with a great trumpet and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other.

You have studied it. It is in Isaiah as well.  It is in Matthew. 
The question is: as you look at God in Isaiah 29 about Jerusalem, about Zion, do you realize that there is an ultimate triumph. Why would you want to play the role of the potter when you could be the clay in the hand of the potter?
Go to Zechariah 12:2 “Behold, I am going to make Jerusalem a cup that causes reeling to all the peoples around; and when the siege is against Jerusalem, it will also be against Judah.3 “It will come about in that day that I will make Jerusalem a heavy stone for all the peoples; all who lift it will be severely injured. And all the nations of the earth will be gathered against it.
Zechariah 14:2 For I will gather all the nations against Jerusalem to battle, and the city will be captured, the houses plundered, the women ravished and half of the city exiled, but the rest of the people will not be cut off from the city.
This is what He is talking about. This is what he is talking about it prophetically.  He is speaking about 586 BC but He is also speaking about 70 AD. By the way, the temple was destroyed on Tisha-B’Av [9th of Av, falls in July/Aug] both times – 586 BC and 70 AD. 

Do you think that is an accident? NO – God is in control of all things.

Zechariah 14:2 For I will gather all the nations against Jerusalem to battle, and the city will be captured, the houses plundered, the women ravished and half of the city exiled, but the rest of the people will not be cut off from the city.3 Then the Lord will go forth and fight against those nations, as when He fights on a day of battle.4 In that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which is in front of Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of Olives will be split in its middle from east to west by a very large valley, so that half of the mountain will move toward the north and the other half toward the south.5 You will flee by the valley of My mountains, for the valley of the mountains will reach to Azel; yes, you will flee just as you fled before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah. Then the Lord, my God, will come, and all the holy ones with Him!9 And the Lord will be king over all the earth; in that day the Lord will be the only one, and His name the only one.

Who are you going to trust in? In whom are you going to rest? 
Chapter 28 when we rest in the Lord that means we believe Him and trust Him. Do you see yourself as the potter in charge of your own destiny or do you see yourself as the clay in the hands of the potter?
Isaiah 29:9-16 Jerusalem’s blindness of a religion vs. a relationship. This is what He talks about. They are blind.

9 Be delayed and wait, Blind yourselves and be blind; They become drunk, but not with wine, They stagger, but not with strong drink.10 For the Lord has poured over you a spirit of deep sleep, He has shut your eyes, the prophets; And He has covered your heads, the seers.11 The entire vision will be to you like the words of a sealed book, which when they give it to the one who is literate, saying, “Please read this,” he will say, “I cannot, for it is sealed.”12 Then the book will be given to the one who is illiterate, saying, “Please read this.” And he will say, “I cannot read.”13 Then the Lord said, “Because this people draw near with their words And honor Me with their lip service, But they remove their hearts far from Me, And their reverence for Me consists of tradition learned by rote,

I want to ask you a question. How much of your knowledge is rote and what you heard from the pulpit or what your doctrine of faith is for your  denomination, how much of it is rote, taught to you by man rather than taught by God.

The reason you study the word for yourself is so that you have a relationship and not a religion. And you know that you know that you BELIEVE.


14 Therefore behold, I will once again deal marvelously with this people, wondrously marvelous
You say, that sounds good. No it’s not. He is going to judge them.
 And the wisdom of their wise men will perish, And the discernment of their discerning men will be concealed.”
Woe to those who deny that God sees:

15 Woe to those who deeply hide their plans from the Lord, And whose deeds are done in a dark place
 And they say, “Who sees us?” or “Who knows us?” Remember, it is God who has planned. So what are you doing hiding a plan from the God who plans and no one can frustrate it.


16 You turn things around! Shall the potter be considered as equal with the clay, 
Listen, if God is not running your life, then you are either considering the potter equal with the clay or the clay above the potter.

16b..That what is made would say to its maker, “He did not make me”; Or what is formed say to him who formed it, “He has no understanding”? 
God doesn’t know. God doesn’t understand what I am going through. He just doesn’t know. I have to take over.” NO! You have to submit. He does know.
THE CERTAIN FUTURE – verses 17 - 24
17 Is it not yet just a little while Before Lebanon will be turned into a fertile field, And the fertile field will be considered as a forest?18 On that day the deaf will hear words of a book, And out of their gloom and darkness the eyes of the blind will see.19 The afflicted also will increase their gladness in the Lord, And the needy of mankind will rejoice in the Holy One of Israel.20 For the ruthless will come to an end and the scorner (SCOFFER)  will be finished, Indeed all who are intent on doing evil will be cut off;
You can know this: God triumphs.  There may be a period in history when we suffer under radical Islam. Don’t be deceived. It is coming. You and I will not even be able to say what I have said today. If this tape is played later, I’ll probably go to prison or whatever. Just know this, you had better trust and rest in the Lord. You had better remember that He is the potter and you are the clay. He has the end all planned. We win.
22 Therefore thus says the Lord, who redeemed Abraham, concerning the house of Jacob: “Jacob shall not now be ashamed, nor shall his face now turn pale;23 But when he sees his children, the work of My hands, in his midst, They will sanctify My name; Indeed, they will sanctify the Holy One of Jacob And will stand in awe of the God of Israel.24 “Those who err in mind will (what?) know the truth, And those who criticize will accept instruction.
 All who have believed false religions will know the truth. They will know the truth. What’s God’s word to us in Isaiah all the way through? Trust in Him.


Isaiah 26:3 “The steadfast of mind You will keep in perfect peace, Because he trusts in You.

Remember you are the clay but you are in the hands of the Potter. You are not equal with Him. When you try to be, you are going to get in trouble. 

Don’t listen to the scoffers. Listen to the truth, the word of God. Hold it forth in the midst of this crooked and perverse generation. 
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