	Kay arthur – wait on the lord,   who is waiting on you
	isaiah lesson 12



Oh Beloved, are you stressed? Are you distressed? Are you worn out? Are you anxious? Are you troubled? Are you wondering what on earth you are going to do? I just want to say, you may have a plan to get out of it. But you need to make sure that that plan is God’s plan. Because God says:
Isaiah 30:1 “Woe to the rebellious children,” declares the Lord, “Who execute a plan, but not Mine, And make an alliance, but not of My Spirit, In order to add sin to sin;
Woe to those who make a plan without consulting Me. God has a way for you to get out of that stress, out of the distress. God has a way for you to make it, beloved, but it is His way, not man’s. It is the way of God; it is not the way of flesh. It is the way of the Spirit. We are going to talk about it today. 

God wants us to cease and desist.  God wants us to wait for Him? Why because He is waiting for us to wait for Him. Today we are going to talk about the fact that the Lord is waiting, the Lord is waiting to be gracious to you. But God is saying to you, “You must wait on Me. When you wait on Me then you will know what I have planned.”
Key verse for this lesson – so important for the times in which we are living.

Isaiah 30:18 kind of hidden in the NASB. When you look at it says:

18 Therefore the Lord longs to be gracious to you, And therefore He waits on high to have compassion on you. For the Lord is a God of justice; How blessed are all those who long for Him.
“Longs” is chakah. It is the word for “wait”. It is means that the Lord waits to be gracious to you. In other words, He is standing there and He wants to be gracious to you but certain things have to happen before He can be gracious to you, before He acts in graciousness to you. It says:

Isaiah 30:18 Therefore the Lord longs to be gracious to you, And therefore He waits (same Hebrews word as “longs”) on high to have compassion on you. For the Lord is a God of justice; How blessed are all those who long for Him.
You and I need to remember that because God is just, because He is righteous in all of His ways, He cannot in a sense come to your aid, cannot in a sense reward you when you are doing what is wrong. He has to wait for you to wait on Him. He is not an indulgent parent; He is not a lazy parent. He is not a parent that says, “Don’t do that. Don’t do that.”  - and then when the child does it he doesn’t get out of his chair. God is not like that. He is not that kind of a parent. He is a just God. So He always has to act in justice and righteousness. Yes, He acts in mercy but it is never mercy that would come against His character. 

Isaiah 30:18 Therefore the Lord longs(wait) to be gracious to you, And therefore He waits on high to have compassion on you. For the Lord is a God of justice; How blessed are all those who long for Him.
It is like the Lord is waiting for you to wait on Him. 

18 Therefore the Lord wait to be gracious to you, And therefore He waits on high to have compassion on you. (Why?) For the Lord is a God of justice; How blessed are all those who long for Him.

As I was meditating on these passages, I wrote this verse down – just the last line of the verse

Isaiah 30:18  Blessed are all those who long (wait) for Him.
Waiting in a sense is a longing. It is saying ‘I want God. I want God. I don’t want to walk in the way of the flesh. I don’t want to lean to my own understanding. I want God in this, so I am going to long for God.  I am going to wait for God. God, I want nothing else but you out of this. 
I think about a story that I read in On This Day (out of print) by Robert J. Morgan. 365 amazing stories about saints and martyrs and heroes and some defectors also. But it is like reading church history down through the ages.

There was a man named Christmas Evans. They were going to name him Vassover. That was the name they were going to give him but because he came on Christmas day, instead of naming him Vassover, they named him Christmas Evans. His father was an alcoholic who eventually died. His mother turned him over to an alcoholic uncle to take care of him because she had no means. It was the year 1766. They were a very poor family. His alcoholic uncle didn’t pay any attention to him. Christmas Evans got involved with this rough, mean gang of guys. 
One day David Davey, a Welsh evangelist was preaching. How Christmas Evans happened to hear him, I don’t know. But on that day Christmas Evans got soundly converted. He was just on fire. He began preaching.
 His rough and rowdy friends didn’t like him anymore. They didn’t want him preaching to them so they took him and they beat him up. In the process they gouged out his eye. He wore a patch and he was the one-eyed Christmas Evans evangelist. He was greatly used of the Lord.
Eventually he ran out of steam. In running out of steam, he became passionless. He became without inspiration and that. And he thought, “God, I am not going to let go of you.” So he went away and grabbed the horns of the altar so to speak and said, “God, if I am going to continue, You’ve got to restore my passion.” 
Well, God restored his passion. On April 10, 1802, in the Welsh mountains tears began to flow. He waited on the Lord. When he got up and he left that Welsh mountain and went out to serve the Lord, the Lord gave him another 36 years of ministry – preaching the gospel so much that they called him the John Bunyan of Wales. Because he was powerful. His soul was longing for God. Now he wasn’t in sin. He had lost the simple joy of serving God. He knew that God wanted to be gracious to him so he went and waited on the Lord. In waiting on the Lord, the Lord poured out His grace on him. 
Psalm 62  means a lot to me – on waiting on the Lord. Because on May the 28th 2006, it was a Sunday morning and I was having my quiet time.  I was sitting there and God had lead me to Psalm 62 that morning. 

Psalm 62:1 My soul waits in silence for God only; From Him is my salvation.

In other words, He is the source of salvation. If salvation is going to come, it is going to come from God. 

2 He only is my rock and my salvation, My stronghold; I shall not be greatly shaken.

I sat there and I marked every reference to “salvation.” 

Then I marked “only.”

5 My soul, wait in silence for God only, For my hope is from Him.

6 He only is my rock and my salvation, My stronghold; I shall not be shaken. 
Why? Because He is my rock. He is my salvation. And because I know it and I know it because I am waiting on Him.
7 On God my salvation and my glory rest; The rock of my strength, my refuge is (where?) in God.

8 Trust in Him at all times, O people; Pour out your heart before Him; God is a (what?)refuge for us. 
God waits for people to wait on Him. When we wait for Him, then God is able to move in grace upon us because we are doing what we should do.

Well, I got dressed. I went to church. I forgot to turn off my phone. And the phone goes off and we’re about the 4th row from the front. We sit up close. John Metter is preaching and he is in the middle of his message. Of course I am scrambling to find the phone to silence it and because I am a woman, I look down to see who is calling me. It is my grandson. And I’m thinking, why is my grandson calling me during church time? So I sat there and I prayed. Lord, what do I do? Lord, show me what to do. Am I to get up? Am I to find out why he is calling? Am I to sit here and wait until the end of this message? Lord, show me what to do. I leaned over to Jack and said, “I’ll be back in just a minute.”

I took my phone. Went out. Called my grandson and he said, “Meme, Dad is in an ambulance and he is on the way to Erlinger Hospital. He had a seizure. He collapsed. I said, “We’ll be right there.” I went in; got Jack.
God had led me. I had waited for the Lord. I asked the Lord what to do. I had the verses that He had given me that morning. I get to the hospital and they tell me, “Lady, your son is in grave danger. Lady, I mean he can die. Lady, this is serious.” He has a huge blood clot on the brain. It is a huge blood clot. It has been there for 5 days. 
I looked at my son, who on June 4 would turn 48 years old. I looked at my son. I am a nurse and know what a blood clot on the brain can do. I know the damage it can do. I know how you can not come out of that. I know how you can not walk, talk, move. I prayed, “Lord, if Mark cannot be of value to You and Your kingdom, then I am asking You to take him home. But if he can serve You, if his life can have value for You, then I am asking You to spare my son.
My soul waits on the Lord. He is my rock. He is my salvation.

So I came back and wrote in my Bible next to Psalm 62 – given to me May 28, 2006 the morning of Mark’s blood clot on the brain. The call came in church. See also Psalm 25:22.

Psalm 25:22 This is a verse that I had written down because my son and his wife had been under so much pressure and so many problems with Leslie sick… and I had written this before that morning. 


22 Redeem Israel, O God, Out of all his troubles.

I had written May 28, 2006 Mark and Leslie. Redeem them out of all their troubles. Now I wrote that before I went to church. I go to church and I get this. And I have Psalm 62 in my heart and in my hand. “Wait for the Lord.”
You and I in this day and in this age need to learn what it is to wait for the Lord. To know that it is God who is waiting for us to wait for Him. God is waiting for you, precious one, to wait for Him! Because He is the One who is your redeemer, rescuer, rock, salvation. You and I are to trust in Him at all times.

As we go to Isaiah 30, I want to give you a little bit of the historical background again. 

In Isaiah 20, we have God’s word to the nations. We are in that segment: Isaiah 13-23 is God’s word to the nations. 

Then in Isaiah 24-27 is God’s word to the world.

In the midst of God’s word to the nations, when He is talking to Tyre and He’s talking to Arabia, and He is talking to these other countries, to Edom and Moab. We know the scourge of that area was Assyria. It was the predominant power in the Middle East at that time. So when we come to Isaiah 20, it says this:

Isaiah 20:1-4 1 In the year that the commander came to Ashdod, when Sargon the king of Assyria sent him and he fought against Ashdod and captured it,2 at that time (in history 711 BC) the Lord spoke through Isaiah the son of Amoz, saying, “Go and loosen the sackcloth from your hips and take your shoes off your feet.” And he did so, going naked and barefoot.3 And the Lord said, “Even as My servant Isaiah has gone naked and barefoot three years as a sign and token against Egypt and Cush,4 so the king of Assyria will lead away the captives of Egypt and the exiles of Cush, young and old, naked and barefoot with buttocks uncovered, to the shame of Egypt.
So what has he done in the midst of all this pronouncement to the nations? Isaiah gets among his own people and he strips himself, he walks around in this way to deliver a message that has to do with Assyria (now catch the irony of it) leading Egypt into captivity.
Now what is happening in chapter 30 and 31? Where are they going? They are going to Egypt!! What year is it? We don’t know. But it is close to the year 701 BC. So in 711 BC you have Isaiah giving this message, walking around this town in this display, so to speak, of the nakedness of captivity as a living visual aid to those people of what God is going to do to Egypt and Cush. They have that in their mind. I mean, you are not going to forget that. You’re not going to forget that. You’ve got a prophet walking around that way and this is the message that God is giving. So Israel is not going to forget that. Now it is not too long later, let’s say – it is about the year 703 or 702 – we don’t know the exact year that Isaiah 30 is coming. 
So what has happened is: God has spoken – and He has spoken before this. When you go through Isaiah God says it again and again. They don’t listen. They don’t listen. So we come to Isaiah 30. We are in the segment of the what? “Woes” God has spoken to Israel. God has spoken to the nations. God has spoken to the world so to speak and told them what is going to happen. Now God is speaking to again to Israel.

As He speaks again to Israel, His first word is “woe.” 

Chapter 28: Woe to the northern kingdom of Ephraim.

Chapter 29 – Woe to Ariel – Jerusalem
Then you come to chapter 30. Now it is woe to the rebellious children. Oh, what a shock. Oh, what a shock. God called us rebellious.  Well, what has He been calling them since chapter 1? Rebellious.
What is rebellion? It is to know what God says and to act opposite of that or to not respond to that. That is rebellion.


Isaiah 30:1 “Woe to the rebellious children,” declares the Lord, 
All the way through Isaiah, God is saying this again and again and again. Why is He saying it again and again? Because He is gracious. Because God is waiting for them to wait on Him. They are not waiting on Him. But God is gracious. God is waiting for them to wait on Him.

Has God ever spoken to you once and you did not listen? Did He walk away? Did He abandon you? No. He comes back and He speaks again. Sometimes He speaks in a different way. Then He may speak in a third way. What is God waiting for? God is waiting for you to wait for Him. He is waiting for You in a sense to so long for Him that you don’t want anything else but what He wants.
So He opens chapter 30:

1 “Woe to the rebellious children,” declares the Lord, “Who execute a plan, but not Mine, And make an alliance, but not of My Spirit, In order to add sin to sin;2 Who proceed down to Egypt Without consulting Me, 
Here is the threat of Assyria.  Assyria has been doing damage in this area. Here is the threat of Assyria against them and they need help. God is standing there waiting for them to wait for Him and instead of running to His arms, they walk away. They walk away. When they walk away, they walk away to the second major power, Egypt. When Isaiah has walked around with his bare buttocks saying – this is what is going to happen to Egypt. 
Listen to me, when we turn any way but God’s way, we are rebellious, we are obstinate, and what we doing is absolutely ridiculous. I thought about titling this message “Ridiculous.” It is ridiculous to walk away from God. And yet we do it.

We are living in a society, in a time, when we think as a people – the general tenor – that I can live any way I want and not suffer the consequences, not reap the consequences. We live as if we are independent people and we can live anyway we want and we can have anything we want and there are no consequences to our actions. This is what you see.

Recently a girl got her father’s car. She gets his car. She’s on drugs. The police chase her. They don’t know what is going on. She is a menace on the highway. She is stopped when she has a crash and the father is suing the insurance company because the insurance company won’t pay for the wreck. What does that say to the daughter? What does it say to the daughter? There are no consequences.

 The kids are rebellious in school and the teacher tries to take action and we go against the school for the teacher disciplining the kids.  We are raising a group of people who are rebellious children. 


Isaiah 30:2 Who proceed down to Egypt Without consulting Me, 
The key there is “Without consulting Me.” it doesn’t mean that you and I can’t go get help in certain places, but first we consult Him and we go there because He tells us to go there.


2b To take refuge in the safety of Pharaoh And to seek shelter in the shadow of Egypt!
This is where they are going.

Look very quickly to Isaiah 36:1-9  The king of Assyria, Sennacherib:

1 Now in the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah, Sennacherib king of Assyria came up against all the fortified cities of Judah and seized them. (So he has taken all these cities of Judah.) 

Then he goes to king Hezekiah with a large army.

2 And the king of Assyria sent Rabshakeh from Lachish to Jerusalem to King Hezekiah with a large army. And he stood by the conduit of the upper pool on the highway of the fuller’s field.

4 Then Rabshakeh said to them, “Say now to Hezekiah, ‘Thus says the great king, the king of Assyria, “What is this confidence that you have?5 “I say, ‘Your counsel and strength for the war are only empty words.’ Now on whom do you rely, that you have rebelled against me?
What is Assyria? It is an arm of flesh. This is the general of Assyria speaking to Hezekiah and saying this to him in behalf of the king. Who are you going to rely on? And you see, this is the question. What God is doing  - and what it seems to me in Isaiah – God is getting them ready for this moment. He is speaking to them again and He is telling them woe, woe to my rebellious children who make a plan that is not Mine. 
I believe God is always previous in speaking to us so that in any given situation we have a choice of either turning to God or turning to our own understanding.

Proverbs 3:5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart And do not lean on your own understanding.

6 In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He will make your paths straight.

So God is speaking. He lays it out for them before this incident happens. God is getting them ready.

Isaiah 30:3 “Therefore the safety of Pharaoh will be your shame And the shelter in the shadow of Egypt, your humiliation.
Let me ask you a question. Is there anything you have ever turned to – instead of turning to the Lord, you decide you’d do it your way. How do you feel about it now? It’s your shame, isn’t it? It’s your humiliation. You say, “Why didn’t I listen. Why didn’t I consult the Lord? Why did I take off?”

I mean, I’ve got some of those things. I’ve got a very costly one, a very costly one.  When I didn’t stop because of the love of my heart, the compassion of my heart, or whatever – my flesh – I was ruled by the flesh instead of by the Spirit and it cost me a lot financially. It cost me a lot. It didn’t listen. It’s my humiliation. It is my shame. 

4 “For their princes are at Zoan And their ambassadors arrive at Hanes.5 “Everyone will be ashamed because of a people who cannot profit them, Who are not for help or profit, but for shame and also for reproach.”

They are going to go down there and they are going to be so sorry. 

The beasts of the Negev:

6 The oracle concerning the beasts of the Negev. Through a land of distress and anguish, From where come lioness and lion, viper and flying serpent, They carry their riches on the backs of young donkeys And their treasures on camels’ humps, To a people who cannot profit them;

Here they are in their country. They are going down to Egypt. Egypt cannot profit them any way. Isaiah has been walking around with his bare buttocks. He has told them what is going to happen to Egypt. 

They are going through the Negev which is like the dessert, the wilderness. In a sense they are endangering themselves even on the journey to get help from Egypt. Many times we endanger ourselves – if that girl who had been driving that car had known that police are to be obeyed, and speed limits are to be obeyed, and she had pulled over, think about how much better off she and her family would have been. But many times we just endanger ourselves. We go down carrying our treasures to the world to get help when God is waiting for us to get help from Him.

7 Even Egypt, whose help is vain and empty. Therefore, I have called her “Rahab who has been exterminated.”

You can go through the scriptures, and even again in Isaiah, and see this word, Rahab, used.

A way to say that is the do nothing. Egypt is the do-nothing. It can also mean arrogant, proud. 

So here is a prideful nation that can do nothing.

8 Now go, write it on a tablet before them And inscribe it on a scroll, That it may serve in the time to come As a witness forever.9 For this is a rebellious people, false sons, Sons who refuse to listen To the instruction of the Lord;

As you studied Isaiah 30-32, your mind went back to things that were very similar. You look at 30 and 31. It is like He is singing the same song twice. He is using the same illustration. He has been saying these things since the beginning of this book. He has been talking to this rebellious, obstinate people. 

Isaiah 1:3“An ox knows its owner, And a donkey its master’s manger, But Israel does not know, My people do not understand.”
They are not listening to God. So God says, “Write it down.”
What are the people saying:

10 Who say to the seers, “You must not see visions”; And to the prophets, “You must not prophesy to us what is right, Speak to us pleasant words, Prophesy illusions.

Speak to us wonderful things. Tickle our ears. We’re living in the same time.

2 Timothy 3:13 Paul is talking about the last days that we are living in:

 But evil men and impostors will proceed from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived.
2 Timothy 3:14 You, however, continue in the things you have learned and become convinced of, knowing from whom you have learned them,14 You, however, continue in the things you have learned and become convinced of, knowing from whom you have learned them,16 All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness;17 so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work. 4:1  I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom:

Has Isaiah been saying, God is going to judge? Yes. God is going to judge the righteous and the unrighteous. He’s told us that. He has given us a glimpse of Hades in Isaiah 14. 

God has told us that His Son is going to come and He is going to reign. This is what we have heard in Isaiah and we see it here from 2 Timothy.

2 Timothy 4:2 preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction.3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires,4 and will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths.
And now you go back to Isaiah, and they are saying, “Don’t talk to us. Don’t tell us those things. Give us illusions. Give us pleasant words. 

Remember in Isaiah 28 we have a woe and it to those who won’t listen to Him. They are rebellious leaders and priests. They aren’t listening so God says I’m going to speak to you in babble.

In the Kings James Version it says:

Isaiah 28:10 For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little:
Isaiah 28:13  But the word of the LORD was unto them precept upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little; that they might go, and fall backward, and be broken, and snared, and taken.

Psalm 119:104 From Your precepts I get understanding; Therefore I hate every false way.

If you read Psalm 119, you’re marking “precept” all the time. It’s a standard. 

J. Vernon McGee – The Bible Commentary Series:  So appropriate for out times. 
There are many Christians today who aren’t satisfied with their Christian lives. To be brutally frank, they are ignorant of the Word of God. Then they hear about a wonderful two week course that will give them the answer to all their problems. They will learn how to handle their marital problems, how to get along with their mother-in-law, how to guide their children aright, and how to become model employees.
My friends, (and I can just hear his gravely voice.) let me say this to you very candidly. Neither some little course or some great emotional experience will solve your problems. There are no shortcuts to success to the Christian life. There is only one way to grow as a Christian and it is so commonplace and ordinary that I hesitate to say it. The word of the Lord was given to Israel precept upon precept, line upon line, here a little, there a little. It was the daily grind of getting into God’s word. What happened? Israel did not follow though. They fell backward. They were in a backslidden state. Many Christians are in the same condition today. It is not that they are weaker than anybody else, it is simply that they do not spend enough time in the Word of God. I realize that this method is not very exciting but line upon line and precept upon precept is the only way you’re going to grow in the Christian life.

We don’t want the daily grind. We want the waving of the wand. And that is what Israel wanted. They said, “Don’t speak to us anymore.” He is talking to them but they are not listening. 

Go back to Isaiah 30: Since they are not listening and they don’t want to hear the Lord:
12 Therefore (since they are not listening) thus says the Holy One of Israel, “Since you have rejected this word And have put your trust in oppression and guile, and have relied on them,13 Therefore this iniquity will be to you Like a breach about to fall, A bulge in a high wall, Whose collapse comes suddenly in an instant,14 Whose collapse is like the smashing of a potter’s jar, So ruthlessly shattered That a sherd will not be found among its pieces To take fire from a hearth Or to scoop water from a cistern.”15 For thus the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel, has said, “In repentance and rest you will be saved, In quietness and trust is your strength.” But you were not willing,

“Repentance” means returning. They have been rebellious children. They have walked away. They have disobeyed. He has spoken to them over and over and over again. He sits there and He waits for them to return.

This is awesome about God. It shows you that God is long-suffering. He is compassionate. He is merciful.

2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.
So here is God waiting. Can you imagine – the sovereign God of all the universe, the righteous One, the holy one of Israel, God Almighty – is waiting. He is waiting for you to what? To return – in repentance and rest.
Rest is what? Rest is taking God at His word and living accordingly. That is rest. 

God has spoken. Hebrews 3-4 – you find that they couldn’t enter into His rest because they wouldn’t believe Him.

So it is in returning and repentance that you will be saved.


15b , In quietness and trust is your (what?) strength.” 

Since that happened on May 28, 2006, we have had one trial after another trial after another trial. Some that people will never know. But trial upon trial. But there has been a “precept upon precept” for each trial. So that there can be rest, confidence, trust, so that we can move on and don’t quit.

My mother died and I found out – just even at this holiday – I miss just being able to pick up the phone to call mother. Now I could let that bring me to tears. I could let that immobilize me. Or I could rest in everything that I know and understand about the sovereignty of God. I have a choice.

When my Daddy died at the age of 69, I remember standing at the foot of my bed – I had just made the bed –and I remember saying to the Lord, “Lord, he is dead. There is nothing that can be done.” When I became a Christian, my Dad said he didn’t understand me anymore. My Dad was an Episcopal priest. We just didn’t understand each other any more. Mother told me that he said that he wished he could have talked to you before he died. And I thought, “Daddy, why didn’t you tell me that you wanted to talk to me?” Now, could live with that and I could hash that over in my brain; I could let it torment me. I could look at the past or I could return to the Lord, rest in the Lord, walk in quietness and confidence and let that be my peace. In any situation, we have a choice. We either wait on the Lord who is just waiting for us to wait for Him so He can be gracious to us or we just go our own way to whatever “Egypt” there is.
Isaiah 30:15 For thus the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel, has said, “In repentance and rest you will be saved, In quietness and trust is your strength.” But you were not willing,16 And you said, “No, for we will flee on horses,” Therefore you shall flee! “And we will ride on swift horses,” Therefore those who pursue you shall be swift.

God has said, don’t do that. But they have walked out of the house saying, “I am going to do it.” The consequences are sometimes shattering. That is what he is saying here. You are going to flee on horses? Well, you’re going to flee. You say, “We will ride on horses.” And God says, “Yeh, and those who pursue you will be swift.”

17 One thousand will flee at the threat of one man; You will flee at the threat of five, Until you are left as a flag on a mountain top And as a signal on a hill. 18 Therefore the Lord longs to be gracious to you, And therefore He waits on high to have compassion on you. For the Lord is a God of justice; How blessed are all those who long for Him.

How do you wait for God? Let me just give you a few things:

1. If you are going to wait for God, you’ve got to know who He is. You’ve got to know His ways.

Do you remember Moses in Exodus 33:12-17 when God was fed up to here with Israel? He said, “I’m not going with you. I’m just going to send an angel.” Moses says, “NO, God. If you don’t go with me, I’m not going!” God said – I’ll go with you.  God was waiting for him to wait for Him. God, you’ve got to teach me your ways. I’ve got to know them. So that I might know Your ways. You can’t wait for someone you don’t know. 

2) You need to understand the future.
2 Corinthians 4:18 while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.

You know the future.Why did Jesus talk so much about the second coming? Why did when Paul went to Thessaloniki: 

Acts 17:2 And according to Paul’s custom, he went to them, and for three Sabbaths reasoned with them from the Scriptures,
Why did he teach them so much about the coming of the Lord? He is speaking to them now. Here is the coming of the Lord because in-between now and the coming of the Lord, in this world, you will have tribulation.  
John 16:33“These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.”
So He lets us know the future. Has He done that with Israel? Yes. In Isaiah 2
He tells them their sin in chapter 1. 
Then in chapter 2 He tells them that all the nations are going to come up to Jerusalem. They are going to have peace. They are going to be taught by God. 
You need to understand the future so that when you’re going through the present, you have eternity stamped upon your eyes. 

3) You seek His counsel. Where? In the Word  -that includes who He is.  In prayer- and then with others to whom He will send you. He doesn’t leave you as an island. Sometimes He puts you in prison. But He doesn’t leave you as an island.

Isaiah 30:19-26 He tells then what the future holds. He tells them about the day that is coming and you’ll be walking and you’ll hear a word behind you whispering in your ear –this is the way, walk in it. 

When Martin Niemoller (1892-1984)  he was German pastor that was called in among other German pastors into the presence of Adolf Hitler. Adolf Hitler let them know exactly what he wanted from them.
Niemoller turned around and replied to him. “I will take care of the German people but we too as Christians and churchmen have a responsibility to the German people. That responsibility was entrusted to us by God and neither you nor anyone else in this world has the power to take it from us.” He said that face to face to Hitler. 

So from that moment on, he was watched. Then eventually, Hitler had his church bombed. 

He went on trial on February 7, 1938. (I was 5 years old.) When he went to trial, he all of a sudden began to feel so lonely.  He was wondering what would become of him and of this family and his church and what tortures awaited him. As he was going through this long, long hall, this guard was stony. This guard was silent. 
He felt so alone. Just as they started up the last flight of stairs, he heard a whisper.At first he didn’t know where it came from. The voice was as soft as a sigh. He realized that the officer was breathing into his ear the words of 

Proverbs 18:10 The name of the Lord is a strong tower; The righteous runs into it and is safe.

The Lord is a mighty tower where his people can run to safety.
He grabbed that verse, and that was the verse that took him through all of his years of a Nazi concentration camp. 

You will hear a voice behind you. God is always directing.

That day is coming. Then He tells in verse 27 how He is coming from a remote place:

27 Behold, the name of the Lord comes from a remote place; Burning is His anger and dense is His smoke; His lips are filled with indignation And His tongue is like a consuming fire;28 His breath is like an overflowing torrent, Which reaches to the neck, To shake the nations back and forth in a sieve, 
This is God! What do you see in Revelation 19 – He slays them with the sword that comes out of His mouth. It is the power of His word. It is the burning words of God. 

29 You will have songs as in the night when you keep the festival, And gladness of heart as when one marches to the sound of the flute, To go to the mountain of the Lord, to the (what?) Rock of Israel.

We have a rock. He has told them this before. 

Isaiah 17:10 For you have forgotten the God of your salvation And have not remembered the rock of your refuge. Therefore you plant delightful plants And set them with vine slips of a strange god.
Remember, He speaks over and over and over again.


Isaiah 26:4 “Trust in the Lord forever, For in God the Lord, we have an everlasting Rock.

Psalm 18:2 The Lord is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer, My God, my rock, in whom I take refuge; My shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.

What is he doing? He is waiting for the Lord. 


Psalm 18:3 I call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised, And I am saved from my enemies.
Then what does He do? (Verse 30) They wouldn’t listen to the word of God. They didn’t want to hear it. He says – write it on a scroll. I am going to have it there as a permanent record.

Then in 30:30 - 

30 And the Lord will cause His voice of authority to be heard, 
Listen – He is waiting for you to wait on Him. You don’t wait on Him. God has another way of getting your attention. He has another way: through the voice of His authority. And the descending of His arm to be seen in fierce anger, And in the flame of a consuming fire In cloudburst, downpour and hailstones.

Then it talks about how He is going to terrify Assyria:

31 For at the voice of the Lord Assyria will be terrified, When He strikes with the rod.

32 And every blow of the rod of punishment, Which the Lord will lay on him, Will be with the music of tambourines and lyres; And in battles, brandishing weapons, He will fight them.33 For Topheth has long been ready, Indeed, it has been prepared for the king. He has made it deep and large, A pyre of fire with plenty of wood; The breath of the Lord, like a torrent of brimstone, sets it afire.

He’ll take care of Assyria. You are to wait for Him.

Then you come to chapter 31 and what does it do? It goes through the same basic things as chapter 30, expect here He says:

 Isaiah 31 Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help And rely on horses, And trust in chariots because they are many And in horsemen because they are very strong, But they do not look to the Holy One of Israel, nor seek the Lord!
Proverbs 21:31 The horse is prepared for the day of battle, But victory belongs to the Lord.It is OK to have a horse. But safety is of the Lord.

They were trusting in these chariots. Those chariots weren’t good in the hills of Israel. They were good in flat Egypt.

He talks about how God is going to wage war on Mount Zion: 

4 For thus says the Lord to me, “As the lion or the young lion growls over his prey, Against which a band of shepherds is called out, And he will not be terrified at their voice nor disturbed at their noise, So will the Lord of hosts come down to wage war on Mount Zion and on its hill.”5 Like flying birds so the Lord of hosts will protect Jerusalem. He will protect and deliver it; He will pass over and rescue it.

I am the One that is going to take care of you. I am waiting for you to wait on Me.

So what is the conclusion?

6 Return to Him from whom you have deeply defected, O sons of Israel.

In all probability that is not God’s message to you because you probably have not deeply defected from Him. But maybe you know somebody who has. You want to tell them, “Return to Him.”

He is waiting to be gracious to you. He is waiting for you to wait for Him.

Once again He talks about the downfall of the Assyrian.

9 “His rock will pass away because of panic, And his princes will be terrified at the standard,” Declares the Lord, whose fire is in Zion and whose furnace is in Jerusalem.

Listen, here is Zion. Here is Jerusalem. It is all going to end there. It’s all going to end there. That’s where the fire is. That’s where the furnace is. That’s where the judgment is. The nations will come against Jerusalem. The Lord will come from heaven. He’ll take care of them. His fire is there.

Then He tells us in chapter 32:


Isaiah 32:1 Behold, a king will reign righteously ..
The outcome of everything that you and I are going through, the conflicts of the nations, the nation that said, “We will not have this man to rule over us.” 


Psalm 2:4 He who sits in the heavens laughs, The Lord scoffs at them.
Why? Because the Lord will have His king who will reign righteously. He has told them that in Isaiah 9. 

Isaiah 9:6 For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government will rest on His shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.7 There will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace, On the throne of David and over his kingdom, To establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness From then on and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will accomplish this.

He has told them the future. Now what are we to do until the future happens? We are to wait on the Lord who waits on us to be gracious to us. We are to listen to Him. He speaks, He speaks, He speaks, He speaks, even though they don’t listen.

Listen to me very carefully. That is what God told Isaiah in Isaiah 6. You go and you speak, even though they don’t listen. Keep speaking until there is no one left in the city. Because there is a stump and the stump is the seed.

So he speaks and he speaks. I want to be one of those who listens, listens, listens. I want to be one of those who waits. And I can tell you that the things that I have gone through have been beyond my imagination, except the death of my mother – which you have to expect at 95.  But all those other things, I’d have never dreamed they would happen. But I can tell you this, by waiting on Him, by knowing this book, having spent all this time in the Old Testament and coming to this point, I’m prepared. You are prepared. Because God has spoken.

He tells us what is going to happen in verse 3:

3 Then the eyes of those who see will not be blinded, And the ears of those who hear will listen.

4 The mind of the hasty will discern the truth, And the tongue of the stammerers will hasten to speak clearly.5 No longer will the fool be called noble, Or the rogue be spoken of as generous.

6 For a fool speaks nonsense, And his heart inclines toward wickedness: To practice ungodliness and to speak error against the Lord, To keep the hungry person unsatisfied And to withhold drink from the thirsty.7 As for a rogue, his weapons are evil; He devises wicked schemes To destroy the afflicted with slander, Even though the needy one speaks what is right.8 But the noble man devises noble plans; And by noble plans he stands.

What is His final call? It is to you women. He has already spoken to them walking around with their tinkling bracelets and making noise and not paying attention to God.

9 Rise up, you women who are at ease, And hear my voice; Give ear to my word, You complacent daughters.

Wake up. Wake up.

10 Within a year and a few days You will be troubled, O complacent daughters; For the vintage is ended, And the fruit gathering will not come.

You don’t realize it now, but you’re complacent. There is a trial on the horizon. I believe that that is 701 BC when Sennacherib comes against and sieges against Jerusalem. 
11 Tremble, you women who are at ease; Be troubled, you complacent daughters; Strip, undress and put sackcloth on your waist,12 Beat your breasts for the pleasant fields, for the fruitful vine,

13 For the land of my people in which thorns and briars shall come up; Yea, for all the joyful houses and for the jubilant city.14 Because the palace has been abandoned, the populated city forsaken. Hill and watch-tower have become caves forever, A delight for wild donkeys, a pasture for flocks;

Get out of your lethargy and seek Me!! Seek ME!! get ready. Because these are also signs of warning.

I think God is calling us as women to vigilance. I think He is calling us to prayer, to know His word.

 15 Until the Spirit is poured out upon us from on high, And the wilderness becomes a fertile field, And the fertile field is considered as a forest.

Fulfillment in Ezekiel 36.

Ezekiel 36:24 “For I will take you from the nations, gather you from all the lands and bring you into your own land.25 “Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all your idols.26 “Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.27 “I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances.28 “You will live in the land that I gave to your forefathers; so you will be My people, and I will be your God.

The Lord waits to be gracious to you, to pour out His Spirit upon us.

Isaiah 32:16 Then justice will dwell in the wilderness And righteousness will abide in the fertile field.17 And the work of righteousness will be peace, (Wait for the Lord) And the service of righteousness, quietness and confidence forever.
Wait for the Lord, I say. Wait upon Him. That is what He is calling us to do. When we do that, we will hear His voice. We will know where we are to go, and how we are to live, and whom we are to consult and whom we are not to consult. 

But in all that we will be trusting in Him.

Don’t be obstinate. Don’t be rebellious, complacent. Wait on the Lord because He LONGS to be gracious to you. Then you can walk in that peace and the quietness and that confidence and in that rest of faith. 
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