	Kay arthur – The blessings of enemies, illness
	isaiah lesson 14



In our last lesson of Isaiah part 1, I want to talk to you about the blessings of enemies and illnesses. You say, “How can an enemy be a blessing? How can an illness be a blessing?” Oh, precious one, when your heart belongs to God, and when you are called according to God’s purpose, then you can know that an enemy is more than an enemy. An illness is more than an illness. An enemy has been permitted by God; an illness has been permitted by God for your good and His glory.
Isn’t that what Romans 8:28 says?

Romans 8:28 And we know (knowing with an absolute certainty) that God causes all things (illnesses, enemies) to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.
This is what we see in Isaiah 36-39. We see God’s goodness to Hezekiah and we see God’s glory.

Romans 8:28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.
You know that Hezekiah loved God because the scriptures tell us.

2 Chronicles 29 goes into great detail when Hezekiah came to the throne. We know that he reigned as king for 29 years. That was probably solo without his father, Ahaz. We know that he was man who was so good that God said:

2 Kings 18:5 He trusted in the Lord, the God of Israel; so that after him there was none like him among all the kings of Judah, nor among those who were before him.6 For he clung to the Lord; he did not depart from following Him, but kept His commandments, which the Lord had commanded Moses.
So all things work together for your good and His glory. 
What we see in the life of Hezekiah is God bringing Himself glory through that man who was a faithful man, whose heart was fully His.

As we come to the end of this first segment of Isaiah, as we get ready to move into…


 Isaiah 40:1 “Comfort, O comfort My people,” says your God.
He is going to move into that wonderful awesome portion of redemption. He has battered Israel. I mean, He has slapped them up one side and down the other trying to get their attention and tell them about their sin. And yet when you come to Hezekiah you find an example of what we should be like.

These last chapters 36-39 are a fitting and divine climax to what has gone on before chapters 1-35. 
So let me do a quick review from a little bit different aspect.

In Isaiah chapter 1-6,: Israel’s  lack of faith and obedience as a nation. (Except for a remnant) in that first portion He shows you that there is a remnant. Who is among that remnant? In chapter 6, he sees God, he sees his sin, he hears God’s voice, “Who will go for Us?” Isaiah says, “Send me.” Isaiah is sent out. He is told to keep on preaching because the holy seed is the stump.

Isaiah 7-12 Ahaz’s Lack of Faith  

Who is the son of Ahaz? It is Hezekiah. It is Ahaz’s lack of faith but when we come to the end of this segment, we are not going to see a king’s failure; we are going to see a king’s triumph. We are going to see the triumph of Hezekiah. 

Chapters 13-23 The Fate of the Nations
 The nations are in His hands. They are a mere instrument of God, and He assures us that what He has planned and purposed will surely come to pass.

Chapters 24-27 The Fate of the World
He shows us what happens. He shows us the fate of the world that He created. He shows us what is going to happen when He lays the earth waste. And yet, when He shows us the fate of the world, He shows us the triumph of His promise. There will be One who sits on the throne just as He tells Ahaz. The One that sits on the throne will be of the seed of David. All the way through, He shows us this triumph.

Chapters 28-33 He reminds His people of the Woes of not listening to Him. He reminds them of destroying and destruction, of dealing treacherously. He assures them that they will see the King in all His beauty.


Isaiah 33:17 Your eyes will see the King in His beauty; They will behold a far-distant land.
Chapters 34–35 reminds Israel that God is Coming With Vengeance/Will Save Them  

He will save them! There will be a highway of holiness.

Isaiah 35:8 A highway will be there, a roadway, And it will be called the Highway of Holiness. The unclean will not travel on it, But it will be for him who walks that way, And fools will not wander on it.

9 No lion will be there, Nor will any vicious beast go up on it; These will not be found there. But the redeemed will walk there,10 And the ransomed of the Lord will return And come with joyful shouting to Zion, With everlasting joy upon their heads. They will find gladness and joy, And sorrow and sighing will flee away.

What does God do in Isaiah 36:1-2? 
It is so beautiful. It is so absolutely beautiful the way that this book is laid out and the way that He brings this first segment to a close.   (Same location as in chapter7 but two different kinds of kings)
Isaiah 36:1 Now in the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah, 

This is a very important date. It helps you to put everything into context. It helps you to understand what is written about Hezekiah in 2 Kings and 2 Chronicles.

Isaiah 36:1 Now in the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah, Sennacherib king of Assyria came up against all the fortified cities of Judah and seized them.2 And the king of Assyria sent Rabshakeh from Lachish to Jerusalem to King Hezekiah with a large army. And he stood (where?) by the conduit of the upper pool on the highway of the fuller’s field.
Stop and think. Where have you seen that (conduit of the upper pool on the highway of the fuller’s field) before? You’ve seen it in Isaiah 7:3. Go back there. I believe it is very, very significant.

Isaiah 7:3 (You have the king of the northern kingdom and the king of Aram coming against Ahaz, the father of Hezekiah. You have them coming against Ahaz.  As Ahaz has an army coming against him in Isaiah 7, so Hezekiah has an army coming against him in Isaiah 36. But the army coming against Hezekiah is far more powerful than the armies that were coming against Ahaz. This is Assyria, mighty Assyria that has already taken Israel captive in 722 B.C. What is the year right now in Isaiah 36? You might want to put it in your Bible. 701 BC. We know that from Assyrian records. It is a set and fixed date. It is the 14th year of King Hezekiah’s reign. It is very important.

You had Ahaz having an army against him. Now we have an army coming against Hezekiah. What does the Spirit of God do? He puts those men IN THE VERY SAME PLACE!!  

Look at Isaiah 7:3 

Then the Lord said to Isaiah, “Go out now to meet Ahaz, you and your son Shear-jashub, (remember that means “a remnant shall return.”) at the end of the conduit of the upper pool, on the highway to the fuller’s field, (It is exactly the same phraseology.)

So you have 2 kings with 2 threatening enemies standing at the same place. That conduit of that upper pool was a sign to them because of the water system that they were trusting God because it was God who supplied the water system. 

Hezekiah, in his time, has dug before this what we call “Hezekiah’s tunnel.” If you come to Israel with us, you can walk through Hezekiah’s tunnel.  It is there today. But I can tell you, after studying Isaiah, it means so much more.

Now you find these people shaking:

Isaiah 7:2 When it was reported to the house of David (Ahaz), saying, “The Arameans have camped in Ephraim (Israel, northern kingdom),” his heart and the hearts of his people shook as the trees of the forest shake with the wind.
Ahaz and the people of God are shaking because of the enemy. 

What do you find in Isaiah 36? You find Hezekiah, who when he gets this news is going to tear his clothes. You see the people, and they, in a sense, are in fear.

But listen to what God is going to show us: what happens when we see our enemies and illnesses as a blessing from God rather than a threat.

We have a contrast in Isaiah 7 and Isaiah 36 of a father and a son.

Ahaz, Hezekiah’s father, was ungodly. (2 Kings 16:1-4) He did evil in the sight of the Lord.

Hezekiah was godly. He has an ungodly father. Having an ungodly father is no excuse. You can be a man or woman of God.

These two kings are reigning during the days of Isaiah (Isaiah 1:1; 6:1; 14:28) 

Isaiah 1:1 The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz concerning Judah and Jerusalem, which he saw during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.

Isaiah 6:1 In the year of King Uzziah’s death 
Isaiah 14:28 In the year that King Ahaz died this oracle came:
What did Isaiah tell Ahaz on that day when he stood by that conduit.Isaiah is talking about what is going to happen to the enemies:

Isaiah 7:8 “For the head of Aram is Damascus and the head of Damascus is Rezin (now within another 65 years Ephraim will be shattered, so that it is no longer a people), (That is exactly what has happened in the days of Hezekiah.) 9 and the head of Ephraim is Samaria and the head of Samaria is the son of Remaliah. If you (Ahaz) will not believe, you surely shall not last.” ’ ”

Have you got it? Have you got it? Faith is everything. Faith is everything.  If you have faith, then your enemies become a blessing.  If you have faith, then illness becomes a blessing. Why? Because God in His sovereignty allowed the enemies. God in His sovereignty allowed the sickness and God in his sovereignty promises that all things keep on working together for our good to who love God and are called according to His purposes.  (
But the question is: Do we believe it? If we don’t believe, we surely will not last.

Ahaz did not last. He did not believe God. But did Hezekiah believe God? Yes. Did he weather the storm with Assyria? Yes. Did Assyria go home with his tail tucked between his legs, so to speak? Yes.  (Isaiah 37:33) 

Was a sword ever wielded on the walls of Jerusalem? Was an arrow ever shot by Sennacherib’s army? 

No! They were delivered because he believed God.
Ahaz is offered a sign:

Isaiah 7:10 Then the Lord spoke again to Ahaz, saying,11 “Ask a sign for yourself from the Lord your God; make it deep as Sheol or high as heaven.”12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, nor will I test the Lord!”
We know that this makes God angry. God looks at the heart, and God knows Ahaz’s heart.  

13 Then he (Isaiah) said, “Listen now, O house of David (talking to Ahaz)! Is it too slight a thing for you to try the patience of men, that you will try the patience of my God as well?
What do you see Hezekiah doing? You see Hezekiah asking for a sign when he is sick that he is going to get well. You see Hezekiah being given a sign when God tells him that he is going to be delivered. 

So do you see the contrast? Do you see the contrasts?

What has God done at this point? God has taken us through the sin of Israel. God has shown them that it is faith’s obedience that makes them what they ought to be. He has shown them that there is judgment when you sin but there is ultimate triumph because He is a covenant-keeping God. He made a covenant (2 Samuel 7:11-16) with David that you will have someone who will sit on the throne. He confirms who that someone is in Isaiah 9.

Isaiah 9:6 For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government will rest on His shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.
So He tells us this and He shows us this.
So when we come now to this very end, in a sense you have seen defeat, defeat, defeat, defeat. We have seen Uzziah die a leper because of a proud heart. We have seen that Ahaz refused to believe God. We have heard the message of Isaiah all the way – but from the death of Ahaz, God has given this message over and over and over again.
 Has it fallen on deaf ears? No! There is a remnant. Part of that remnant is a king by the name of Hezekiah.We are going to see that when you believe God, then God will take and use those enemies and those threats in your life to make you more like God. When you believe God and you get a bad diagnosis, God knows that. But God can take that bad diagnosis, and He can use it to make you more like God. 

Isaiah 36 is like a clash of symbols in this symphony of Isaiah 1-36. It gets our attention.

I just want you to remember as we look at this passage, that in Matthew - what did Jesus say about enemies in the Sermon on the Mount?
Matthew 5:10“Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.11 “Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me.12 “Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
Look at Luke 1 –when John the Baptist’s father is rejoicing :
Luke 1:6 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, For He has visited us and accomplished redemption for His people, (This is what the rest of Isaiah is all about.) 69 And has raised up a horn of salvation for us In the house of David His servant—70 As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets from of old—71 Salvation from our enemies, And from the hand of all who hate us;72 To show mercy toward our fathers, And to remember His holy covenant,73 The oath which He swore to Abraham our father,74 To grant us that we, being rescued from the hand of our enemies, Might serve Him without fear,75 In holiness and righteousness before Him all our days.

There is a purpose to an enemy. We have seen that enemies are used as a hand of God’s destruction. 

Let’s go to Isaiah 36:4-7 Rabshakeh is standing there. This could be his name or it could be a title for a field commander. It really doesn’t matter, he is doing his job. 

4 Then Rabshakeh said to them, “Say now to Hezekiah, ‘Thus says the great king, the king of Assyria, “What is this confidence that you have?5 “I say, ‘Your counsel and strength for the war are only empty words.’ Now on whom do you rely, that you have rebelled against me?

What does an enemy want to do? An enemy wants to take you captive. An enemy wants to bring you under subjugation. Here is Hezekiah, here is Judah resisting the king of Assyria. So when an enemy comes, how can an enemy be a blessing? This is the first point I want you to see.

1) An enemy is a blessing because he challenges our faith.
The enemy asks the question: “Who are you trusting in?”  So when the situation is hard and the enemy is standing there threatening your security or your life and you look at the enemy, what is going to keep you from capitulating? What is going to keep you from throwing up the white flag of surrender? What is it going to be? It is going to be: where is your confidence? So it challenges me. I can say I believe God but faith isn’t faith until it is tested. When the test comes and the enemy says, “On whom do you rely, that you have rebelled against me?” It can happen in the marketplace. It can happen in church. It can happen any place.  Where all of a sudden some one stands up and challenges your faith and tells you that that is simplistic, that that is infantile, or don’t you know that the Bible has errors? Then where is your confidence? Are you going to rest in God or are you going to rest in man?

36:6 “Behold, you rely on the staff of this crushed reed, even on Egypt, on which if a man leans, it will go into his hand and pierce it. So is Pharaoh king of Egypt to all who rely on him.7 “But if you say to me, ‘We trust in the Lord our God,’ is it not He whose high places and whose altars Hezekiah has taken away and has said to Judah and to Jerusalem, ‘You shall worship before this altar’?

What do you find out? This guy really does not understand the faith of the Jews. Because if he really understood it, he would know that Hezekiah was walking in obedience to God, getting rid of all those altars (2 Chronicles) Hezekiah went through and cleaned the land and called the northern kingdom to come and celebrate the Passover. (2 Chronicles 30:1) The northern kingdom didn’t do it, but Hezekiah offered them the opportunity. But they did not believe God.
When you are asked: Who do we trust in? What are you going to say? Are you going to say: we trust in the Lord, our God. Are you going to cling to God (Jeremiah 13:11) ..as the waistband clings to the waist of a man?

Now look at verse 8.
Isaiah 36:8 (Rabshakeh speaking)“Now therefore, come make a bargain with my master the king of Assyria, and I will give you two thousand horses, if you are able on your part to set riders on them.
Horses were something that was like a new weapon in battle. I mean they could get on those horses and they could really, really travel. It like almost saying to us, “We have the nuclear bomb. So you better come over to our side. You’d better come over to our side or we are going to blow you, America and Israel, off the map.” The President of Iran, Ahmadinejad, says, ‘The Mahdi, the Muslim savior is coming. We must get the earth ready for his coming. We must get rid of the Jews and get rid of America.’” So what are we going to do in the face of a threat? Are we going to capitulate? Are we not only going to let our heart shake? Are we going to let our knees shake out of fear? Are we going to do that? Or are we going to trust God? Who are we going to trust?
The enemy tests our loyalty. The enemy tests our loyalty as he offers compromise and reward. “Just this once – just come over.”
I remember Mia and Costel would say when they were under the communist, “You didn’t even give them a little finger.” If you give them your little finger, they will take your whole hand.” In other words, you never compromise God.  

So an enemy causes you to stop and think. “OK, am I going to be a true bond-servant of Jesus Christ?” 

Look at Galatians 1. There was this element of Judaizers that were following Paul around and saying, “OK, you’re saved by faith, but you’re maintained and sustained by keeping the Law.”

Paul is incensed  and says this is another gospel. 

Galatians 1:6 I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the grace of Christ, for a different gospel;  (He says, you are not to believe that.)7 which is really not another; only there are some who are disturbing you and want to distort the gospel of Christ.8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to what we have preached to you, he is to be accursed!9 As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to what you received, he is to be accursed!10 (Then he asks this question) For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God? Or am I striving to please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a bond-servant of Christ.

Has the enemy tried to get you to compromise at work? Has the enemy tried to get you to tell a lie? Or to overlook something that is wrong that is going on? Or to adjust something to make it fit? Because I mean - “After all, we are in the culture. There are excuses and you must.”
Galatians 1:10 For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God? Or am I striving to please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a bond-servant of Christ.
So the enemy challenges your loyalty. He offers compromise. He offers reward. “We’ll give you some new weapons of war. You compromise with us; you sign the deal with us and this is what we’ll do. We’ll give you horses; of course, we don’t think you have enough men to ride on them.”

Now, in verse 9-11 he says:
36:9 “How then can you repulse one official of the least of my master’s servants and rely on Egypt for chariots and for horsemen?

There is not record of him going down to Egypt. Yet, he is accusing them of going down to Egypt. 

10 “Have I now come up without the Lord’s approval against this land to destroy it? The Lord said to me, ‘Go up against this land and destroy it.’ 11 Then Eliakim and Shebna and Joah said to Rabshakeh, “Speak now to your servants in Aramaic, for we understand it; and do not speak with us in Judean in the hearing of the people who are on the wall.”

Rabshakeh is speaking to the servants of Hezekiah (Eliakim and Shebna and Joah). Hezekiah is not on the scene.  Hezekiah will get a full report. Rabshakeh is saying, “This is what God said to me. God told me to come up.”
Listen, many times the enemy will speak with the voice of God. Many times he will talk with “God talk.”  When this enemy talks with “God talk” saying “God told me to do this,” it is hard because you are intimidated with those words. “Well, God told me you should.” You’ve got to know the Word of God.

The enemy challenges our knowledge of the Word of God and our ability to hear God ourselves.
If you look at it, I want you to see what he is saying: “God told me to go up against this land and destroy it.” But go back to Isaiah 8, what does God say through Isaiah the prophet?

Isaiah 8:7 “Now therefore, behold, the Lord is about to bring on them (the northern kingdom) the strong and abundant waters of the Euphrates, Even the king of Assyria and all his glory; And it will rise up over all its channels and go over all its banks.

8 “Then it will sweep on into Judah, it will overflow and pass through, It will reach even to the neck; And the spread of its wings will fill the breadth of your land, O Immanuel.
In other words, it is going to overwhelm the northern kingdom. Then the king of Assyria is going to sweep into Judah. It will over flow and pass through.  What has Sennacherib done? He has taken the major cities of Judah. He has conquered them. He is now at Lachish. He is now about to conquer that city which is a stronghold which leaves Judah without any protection at all.
But look and see what else God tells Isaiah:

Isaiah 8:8 “Then it will sweep on into Judah, it will overflow and pass through, It will reach even to the neck; And the spread of its wings will fill the breadth of your land, O Immanuel.
But it won’t go over the head.  And that is what happens. It only comes up to the neck. It doesn’t go over the head. 
Now, Hezekiah has a choice: is he going to hang onto God’s word which says it’s not going to go beyond the neck or is he going to capitulate? 

Look at Matthew 4 and look at this “God talk” in the temptation of Jesus.

Matthew 4:1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.2 And after He had fasted forty days and forty nights, He then became hungry.3 And the tempter came and said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread.”4 But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.’ ”

I am so proud of you. I am so proud of you because you are learning every word that comes out of the mouth of God. Some of you have been with us since Genesis! Think of where we are! We’ve been through the Kings and Chronicles and the Minor Prophets. We are now in Isaiah, and you are hanging on His every word.

Matthew 4:6  and said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down; for it is written, ‘He will command His angels concerning You’; and ‘On their hands they will bear You up, So that You will not strike Your foot against a stone.’ ”  
So now the devil is talking “God talk” isn’t he? But he is talking “God talk” out of context. Jesus knows it:

7 Jesus said to him, “On the other hand, it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ”

Don’t take this stuff out of context. Know that whole counsel of the word of God and you’ll understand.

Know this: an enemy challenges your faith. He makes you decide “Who am I going to trust in?” An enemy tests your loyalty. Are you going to be totally God’s? Are you going to be His bond-servant?

An enemy challenges your knowledge of the Word of God and your ability to hear God. 

Now listen:

Ephesians 6:17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

Well, the enemy also rules by fear. You see this happening in verse 11:

Isaiah 36:11 Then Eliakim and Shebna and Joah said to Rabshakeh, “Speak now to your servants in Aramaic, for we understand it; and do not speak with us in Judean in the hearing of the people who are on the wall.”12 But Rabshakeh said, “Has my master sent me only to your master and to you to speak these words, and not to the men who sit on the wall, doomed to eat their own dung and drink their own urine with you?”

“We are going to besiege you. You are going to be so hungry that you’re going to eat your own excrement. You’re going to be so thirsty that you’re going to drink your own urine.” He is trying to make them afraid.
The enemy tries to make you afraid. But what do you remember? He challenges you and what do you learn:


2 Timothy 1:7 For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and discipline.

 This is a mind under control.


Psalm 56:3 When I am afraid, I will put my trust in You.
So when the enemy comes and wants you to fear, it is a challenge, isn’t it? When you don’t fear, when you bring that fear under the trust of God – remember, what is man’s treasure?

Isaiah 33:6 And He will be the stability of your times, A wealth of salvation, wisdom and knowledge; The fear of the Lord is his treasure.
Then what you see:

Isaiah 33:14 - 16  The enemy seeks to divide
Remember he wants to conquer and divide. This is what is happening in some churches. We are so busy fighting against each other. I get so many letters it almost wears me out. Because I am speaking on the same platform as some Christian is speaking on that same platform and may hold a different doctrine. People write letters and they’re challenging me, “Why are you speaking on that platform? Aren’t you vigilant for the faith? Aren’t you going to defend the faith?”
 Well, for heaven’s sake, I need to be there if I am going to defend the faith. I need to be there so that if they are going to give error I can give the truth. 
Do I leave a void? No. 
Am I able to go and not compromise? Yes. 

And so I am going to be a voice. But then some say, “Well, if you’re going to do that, then we’re not going to be behind you anymore.”

And I think: study Ephesians. If I compromise that is a different story. If I change because I fear the face of man or because I want to be popular, that is another thing. But I don’t do that. I don’t do that. 

Hezekiah is not going to do that. 
So Rabshakeh seeks to divide.
14 “Thus says the king, ‘Do not let Hezekiah deceive you, for he will not be able to deliver you; (Well, that’s right. He can’t but God can.) 15 nor let Hezekiah make you trust in the Lord, saying, “The Lord will surely deliver us, this city will not be given into the hand of the king of Assyria.”

16 ‘Do not listen to Hezekiah,’ for thus says the king of Assyria, ‘Make your peace with me and come out to me, and eat each of his vine and each of his fig tree and drink each of the waters of his own cistern,
The enemy seeks to divide. You and I have to know that when that happens, it is a challenge to us and to our faith.  Are we going to remember that we are one body?

1 Corinthians 12:12 For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ.
1 Corinthians 12:26 And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it.
So that when someone goes to the front lines and getting it am I going to stay back and make daisy chains? Or am I going to join with them for the sake of the gospel (Hebrews13:3). This is the message of Hebrews 13. It tells us that we are not to be ashamed of them.
Isaiah 36:16-17  The Enemy Offers An Alternative
He offers something that will spare us, his way of escape.

17 until I come and take you away to a land like your own land, a land of grain and new wine, a land of bread and vineyards.

God assures us in 1 Corinthians 10:13 that no temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted (or tried or tested) beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it.
These are precepts for life. I want you to see them and understand them. 
In verses 18-22 Rabshakeh challenges God’s power to deliver
He says that God is not able to deliver them.

18 ‘Beware that Hezekiah does not mislead you, saying, “The Lord will deliver us.” Has any one of the gods of the nations delivered his land from the hand of the king of Assyria?20 ‘Who among all the gods of these lands have delivered their land from my hand, that the Lord would deliver Jerusalem from my hand?’ ”

Daniel 3:16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego replied to the king, 
“O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to give you an answer concerning this matter.

17 “If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the furnace of blazing fire; and He will deliver us out of your hand, O king.18 “But even if He does not, let it be known to you, O king, that we are not going to serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up.”
God is able. You see, when the enemy comes against you and says, “God is not able.” It is a challenge to your faith.  Is God able, or is He not?

Listen to me, it is the people who know that God has called them to do something – when they are faced with the impossibility or the foolishness of doing something great for God, and they say, “Yes. I am going to do something great for God. I am going to step out on faith one step at a time.” That is all faith requires. Then you see the miracles of God.
The property that you are sitting on (Precept Ministries headquarters in Chattanooga, TN) is simply an answer to prayer. God gave us this property. The fact that we continue every single year and are able to do the ministry that we do is a testimony to God’s faithfulness as we make commitments to get the Word of God out to these people and God has to lay it on people’s hearts to give.

So in chapter 37 you come to Hezekiah and where does he go? Hezekiah gets the bad news. Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, who was over the household, and Shebna the scribe and Joah the son of Asaph, the recorder, came to Hezekiah with their clothes torn and told him the words of Rabshakeh.

Isaiah 37:1 And when King Hezekiah heard it, he tore his clothes, covered himself with sackcloth and entered the house of the Lord.

He entered the house of the Lord. 

Yesterday when I was having my quiet time and after I had read this passage. I laid my Bible down on my lap as I sat on the couch and I entered the house of the Lord to pray, to lay everything before God.

This is what you will see: An Enemy Will Drive You Into the Presence of God
The enemy will drive you into the “House of the Lord.” 
Maybe you have been lax in your quiet time. Maybe you have gotten so busy. But listen, when the enemy rears his head and you don’t know how to handle him and you don’t know what to do and he is a threat, where are you going to run? To the house of God. So that is the blessing. You go to God for help and support. 
8 Then Rabshakeh returned and found the king of Assyria fighting against Libnah, for he had heard that the king had left Lachish.

Since he has left, he sends a letter to Hezekiah:

9 When he heard them say concerning Tirhakah king of Cush, “He has come out to fight against you,” and when he heard it he sent messengers to Hezekiah, saying,10 (Basically, he’s saying, “I’ll be right back. And I’m going to get you.) “Thus you shall say to Hezekiah king of Judah, ‘Do not let your God in whom you trust deceive you, saying, “Jerusalem will not be given into the hand of the king of Assyria.”11 ‘Behold, you have heard what the kings of Assyria have done to all the lands, destroying them completely. So will you be spared?12 ‘Did the gods of those nations which my fathers have destroyed deliver them, even Gozan and Haran and Rezeph and the sons of Eden who were in Telassar?13 ‘Where is the king of Hamath, the king of Arpad, the king of the city of Sepharvaim, and of Hena and Ivvah?’ ”14 Then Hezekiah took the letter from the hand of the messengers and read it,(Where does he go?)  and he went up to the house of the Lord and spread it out before the Lord.15 Hezekiah prayed to the Lord saying,16 “O Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, who is enthroned above the cherubim, You are the God, You alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth. You have made heaven and earth.

You alone are the God of all the kingdoms of the earth. What does he know? He knows what God spoke through Isaiah in Isaiah 13. God speaks about the nations. He is the God of all the nations. 

16b You have made heaven and earth. (God has been telling them that.)17 “Incline Your ear, O Lord, and hear; open Your eyes, O Lord, and see; and listen to all the words of Sennacherib, who sent them to reproach the living God.

Listen, when the enemy comes against you like this, he causes you in verses 14-20 to remember who God is and what His Word says, to call upon Him to show Himself as God.  God reminds you that He is alone is your deliverance. He alone is your deliverance.  And if you are going to die alone:

2 Timothy 4:16 At my first defense no one supported me, but all deserted me; may it not be counted against them.17 But the Lord stood with me and strengthened me, so that through me the proclamation might be fully accomplished, and that all the Gentiles might hear; and I was rescued out of the lion’s mouth.
Jeremiah 20:11 But the Lord is with me like a dread champion; Therefore my persecutors will stumble and not prevail. They will be utterly ashamed, because they have failed, With an everlasting disgrace that will not be forgotten.
You can know that the Lord is your deliverance. The enemy causes you to stop and reflect: Is God able to handle this? Yes He is.

Watch, Hezekiah is going to live according to what Isaiah has spoken regarding the nations and regarding trusting God.

Isaiah 26:1 In that day this song will be sung in the land of Judah: “We have a strong city; He sets up walls and ramparts for security.2 “Open the gates, that the righteous nation may enter, The one that remains faithful.3 “The steadfast of mind You will keep in perfect peace, Because he trusts in You.4 “Trust in the Lord forever, For in God the Lord, we have an everlasting Rock.5 “For He has brought low those who dwell on high, the unassailable city; He lays it low, He lays it low to the ground, He casts it to the dust.6 “The foot will trample it, The feet of the afflicted, the steps of the helpless.”7 The way of the righteous is smooth; O Upright One, make the path of the righteous level.8 Indeed, while following the way of Your judgments, O Lord, We have waited for You eagerly; Your name, even Your memory, is the desire of our souls.9 At night my soul longs for You, Indeed, my spirit within me seeks You diligently; For when the earth experiences Your judgments The inhabitants of the world learn righteousness.10 Though the wicked is shown favor, He does not learn righteousness; He deals unjustly in the land of uprightness, And does not perceive the majesty of the Lord.
What is Hezekiah doing? He is remembering God said through Isaiah. 
Look at Isaiah 31:1 Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help and rely on horses,
(What did Rabshakeh offer them? Horses. 

 And trust in chariots because they are many And in horsemen because they are very strong, But they do not look to the Holy One of Israel, nor seek the Lord!

What is Hezekiah doing? He is looking to the Holy One of Israel. He is seeking the Lord. Applaud him. Applaud him. It is awesome.
Look at Isaiah 33:1 Woe to you, O destroyer, While you were not destroyed; And he who is treacherous, while others did not deal treacherously with him.
 As soon as you finish destroying, you will be destroyed; As soon as you cease to deal treacherously, others will deal treacherously with you.2 O 
Lord, be gracious to us; we have waited for You. Be their strength every morning, Our salvation also in the time of distress.

And he is relying on God in this time of distress. I absolutely love it. He is trusting God.

Isaiah 37:20 “Now, O Lord our God, deliver us from his hand that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that You alone, Lord, are God.”
What does he care about? What does he care about? He cares that God alone is our deliverance. That is what an enemy does. An enemy many times will bring you to an impossible situation where you see that only God can deliver you.  And so you step back and you let God be God.

Verses 21-35 Isaiah’s word to Hezekiah:  An Enemy Drives Us to Our Knees to Pray
21 Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent word to Hezekiah, saying, “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘Because you have prayed to Me about Sennacherib king of Assyria,

When we are driven to our knees and pray, then we will see that it is God who delivers us.

God reminds the king of Assyria in verse 26:  (Hezekiah is being reminded of what God has done and promised.) 
26 “Have you not heard? Long ago I did it, From ancient times I planned it. Now I have brought it to pass, That you should turn fortified cities into ruinous heaps.

30 “Then this shall be the sign for you: you will eat this year what grows of itself, in the second year what springs from the same, and in the third year sow, reap, plant vineyards and eat their fruit.31 “The surviving remnant of the house of Judah will again take root downward and bear fruit upward.

God gives him a sign that he has to believe, a sign of what is going to happen in the future and that is: you are not going to eat your dung or drink your urine. You’re going to plant your vineyards and eat the harvest. 

31 “The surviving remnant of the house of Judah will again take root downward and bear fruit upward.32 “For out of Jerusalem will go forth a remnant and out of Mount Zion survivors. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.” ’

I have talked to you about the blessings of what? An enemy and an illness

When you come to 
Isaiah 38:1 In those days Hezekiah became mortally ill. And Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz came to him and said to him, “Thus says the Lord, ‘Set your house in order, for you shall die and not live.’ ”
Here is a death sentence. Here is like: you have cancer and you have 2 months to live. Go home and make sure your will is written out. You’re going to die.

What does Hezekiah do? 


2 Then Hezekiah turned his face to the wall and prayed to the Lord,

And God heals.

21 Now Isaiah had said, “Let them take a cake of figs and apply it to the boil, that he may recover.”22 Then Hezekiah had said, (notice the timing) “What is the sign that I shall go up to the house of the Lord?”

What is the sign? It is in verse 8.

Isaiah 38:8 “Behold, I will cause the shadow on the stairway, which has gone down with the sun on the stairway of Ahaz, ( to go back ten steps.” So the sun’s shadow went back ten steps on the stairway on which it had gone down.

I am putting the sign on the stairway of Ahaz when Ahaz wouldn’t ask Me for a sign. And I am giving you a sign that sign is that I am going to heal you. I am also going to give you 15 more years. Awesome.
When did this happen? It happens before chapter 36 and 37. The way that you know that it happens before chapters 36 and 37 is 
Isaiah 39:1  At that time Merodach-baladan son of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent letters and a present to Hezekiah, for he heard that he had been sick and had recovered.

So he sends him a present.

2 Chronicles 32   Here is a man who believed God. Here is a man that had brought revival in his days. Before this happened, there was a revival in the days of Hezekiah. Here is a man – and I want you to stop and think with me – here is a man who has known revival. Here is a man who is called a king that is better than any king before him and any king after him, yet here is a man that is very human.

2 Chronicles 32:24 In those days Hezekiah became mortally ill; and he prayed to the Lord, and the Lord spoke to him and gave him a sign.25 But Hezekiah gave no return for the benefit he received, (God said, “You’re going to have 15 years. And he gave no return for the benefit that he received.)  because his heart was proud; therefore wrath came on him and on Judah and Jerusalem.

Had he already built Hezekiah’s tunnel? Had he already restored the walls? What had he done?  We don’t know. But we know this had to happen before Rabshakeh comes in the 14th year of his reign.
2 Chronicles 32:25 But Hezekiah gave no return for the benefit he received, because his heart was proud; therefore wrath came on him and on Judah and Jerusalem.
Was the wrath Assyria? Was the wrath Assyria taking the cities of Judah?

Now listen:

26 However, Hezekiah humbled the pride of his heart, both he and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the wrath of the Lord did not come on them in the days of Hezekiah.

When would it come? In the days of Babylon, but not the days of Hezekiah
How do I know all this? Well, go back to…

Isaiah 39:1 At that time Merodach-baladan son of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent letters and a present to Hezekiah, for he heard that he had been sick and had recovered.
Baladan ruled from 721-710 B.C.  He also ruled from 703-702 B.C. ( so he is coming to Hezekiah. So it has to be before the 14th year of the reign of Hezekiah. Are you tracking with me?

Because Hezekiah is granted how many more years? 15 

He had reigned how long? 14. 
You add 15 and what do you get? 29 and the Bible tells us in 2 Kings 18:1-2 and 2 Chronicles 29:1 that he reigned 29 years. 

So now watch: here is the blessing of an illness that prepares Hezekiah for what is about to overtake him: the threat from Assyria. Here is Hezekiah in this illness seeing the power of God to heal him and to grant him another 15 years. Here is Hezekiah who gets a sign on the stairway of his father, Ahaz. His father did not believe God, and he did not last.

Here you find: when you and I encounter things like this, when we encounter illnesses, when we encounter enemies, it is all to drive us to God Almighty. You and I can take these truths and use them as precepts for life so that when an illness comes upon us:

1) We cannot die without God’s permission. He wounds. He heals. He kills. He makes alive.

Deuteronomy 32:39 ‘See now that I, I am He, And there is no god besides Me; It is I who put to death and give life. I have wounded and it is I who heal, And there is no one who can deliver from My hand.
Isaiah 45:6 That men may know from the rising to the setting of the sun That there is no one besides Me. I am the Lord, and there is no other,7 The One forming light and creating darkness, Causing well-being and creating calamity; I am the Lord who does all these.
You’re going to learn marvelous things about God in part 2. If you think you learned great things this time, wait until the second part of Isaiah. Wait until you see God in all of His redemption glory. 
What is God showing us? When we face illness, we need to run to the Lord. We need to cry out to the Lord. If we die, we need to die in His grace and in His power and in His glory. But we need to remember that He can deliver us if He wants to. 

God delivered Hezekiah (from illness) and then brought him to another crisis of faith with an enemy facing him. 
Because his heart was not proud, because when God showed him the pride of his heart, he knows what God has said about arrogance and pride. Seeing the pride of his heart, he does not, he does not stay there. 
He is not like his father Ahaz… he humbles himself and sees God work.
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