	Kay arthur – Think you are going to escape god’s judgment?
	isaiah lesson 6



If you do not believe in the God of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, David, and Jesus – then let me ask you a question. Do you think that if you don’t believe in that God, in what we believe is the One and only true God, that you therefore will escape the judgment of God? Do you believe that your lack of belief in God will enable you to get away with ignoring Him, not believing Him. Do you think that you are going to escape the judgment of God? Do you think that you are going to get away with breaking His holy commandments simply because you do not believe in them?
 Or maybe you do not even know what they are. Do you no know that in every man God has written His laws in our hearts and that innately we know that it is wrong to steal from someone else? Innately we know that it is wrong to take something that belongs to someone else, to covet it for ourselves, like a husband or a servant or that? Don’t we know that innately? Yes we do. We know innately that it is wrong to take another person’ life.
 Do you think that because you do not believe, because you have deemed yourself of another faith: Buddhist, Hindu, Muslim – do you think that you’re going to escape the judgment of God that is written about in this book called the Bible? Do you think that you’re going to escape the witness of creation, the witness of this universe and the fact that there is a Creator? Do you think you will escape because you refuse to believe God had a Son and His name is Jesus Christ? 
Apart from that Son, you will perish. Listen to me very, very, very carefully, you will not escape. You will not escape. A righteous God, and there is a God, must deal righteously. He must deal righteously with all that He has created. He is not just a God of the Jew. He is not just a God of the Christian. He is the Almighty God. He is El-Elyon, the Most High God. He is Jehovah-Sabaoth, the Lord of Hosts. He rules over the army of heaven. He rules over the inhabitants of the earth. Listen very carefully. God wants you to understand so that you can help the world understand that we cannot escape the just judgment of God. 
So what has God done in Isaiah 13? In Isaiah 13-23 (and you might want to write this down):

(But 1st – He opens the book in Isaiah 1:1  The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz concerning Judah and Jerusalem, which he saw during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.) It does concern Judah and Jerusalem because Judah is the tribe from which the Messiah comes and Jerusalem is God’s holy city. 
And yet it goes beyond that. It goes beyond Judah and Jerusalem to the rest of the world - to the rest of the world and what they do. Listen carefully – to the rest of the world and what they do to Judah, what they do to Jerusalem, what they do to the God that rules over Judah and Jerusalem. 
We have come to the “Oracles of the Nations” in 13-23
As He speaks to the nations He is showing you and me and Israel that the whole world is accountable to God. The whole world is accountable to God.  He is not just the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, although He is the God of those, He is the sovereign ruler of all the universe. This is what He is showing them.

In chapter 24, and I just want to exhort those of you who have hung in there this far, and I want to commend you for hanging in there and I want to urge you to persevere. I want to urge you to not faint. It is those that do not faint, it is those that persevere that receive the prize, that get the reward and show how much they fear God and how much they respect and how much they want to honor God as God by knowing His word.

In Isaiah 24 we come to the end of the oracles but I want you to see what He says in 24. When I was studying Isaiah, when I writing the course, I remember sitting on my couch in our breakfast room/kitchen where I can look out just on our little patio and I was sitting there and I began reading this and I began to weep. I began to weep just because how it struck me, and what the Spirit of God did in my heart. Isaiah 24 just at the risk of jumping ahead but so you can see what is happening:
Isaiah 24:1 Behold, the Lord lays the earth waste, devastates it, distorts its surface and scatters its inhabitants.
Isaiah 24:3 The earth will be completely laid waste and completely despoiled, for the Lord has spoken this word.4 The earth mourns and withers, the world fades and withers, the exalted of the people of the earth fade away.
All these people that we are so enamored with will fade away. They fade away. They disappear: kings and stars and athletes and everything that we give our attention to; the people that we try to look like and dress like and talk like and sing like and perform like – it is all going to fade away.

Isaiah 24:5 The earth is also polluted by its inhabitants, for they transgressed laws, violated statutes, broke the everlasting covenant.6 Therefore, a curse devours the earth, (listen) and those who live in it are held (what?) guilty. Therefore, the inhabitants of the earth are burned, and few men are left.
Fortunately it is not the end of the story. Because you come down to verse 21:

Isaiah 24:21-23 So it will happen in that day, That the Lord will punish the host of heaven on high, And the kings of the earth on earth.22 They will be gathered together Like prisoners in the dungeon
It ought to take your mind back to Isaiah 14. It ought to take your mind back to Sheol. It ought to take your mind back to the kings that are still on their thrones in Sheol, in the place of the dead, still alive and yet not living on the earth.
 And will be confined in prison; And after many days they will be punished.23 Then the moon will be abashed and the sun ashamed, For the Lord of hosts will reign on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, And His glory will be before His elders.
We are in a segment about the oracles. The oracles, or the burdens, or this message that is being lifted up regarding the nations because God wants Israel to know, God wants you and I to know, God wants the world to know, that it’s whether you believe in Him or not – you are accountable to Him. He is the Creator of the heavens and the earth. It says that He is going to lay the earth waste. And you see that even in Isaiah 13.

So what is happening in Isaiah 13 and 14? Well, first of all you want to understand that it was written in the days of Ahaz. Now remember: 

Isaiah 1:1  The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz concerning Judah and Jerusalem, which he saw during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.
Isaiah 6:1  In the year of King Uzziah’s death I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted, with the train of His robe filling the temple.

Isaiah 14:28 In the year that King Ahaz died this oracle came:
Today’s lesson  is in the days of Ahaz. This is important for you to understand.
Ahaz’s years were from 735-715 BC. IN 722 BC while Ahaz is still the king of Judah, 2 Kings 17 tells us that Assyria is going to take Samaria captive. 

2 Kings 17:1-4  In the twelfth year of Ahaz king of Judah, Hoshea the son of Elah became king over Israel in Samaria, and reigned nine years.2 He did evil in the sight of the Lord, only not as the kings of Israel who were before him.3 Shalmaneser king of Assyria came up against him, and Hoshea became his servant and paid him tribute.4 But the king of Assyria found conspiracy in Hoshea, who had sent messengers to So king of Egypt and had offered no tribute to the king of Assyria, as he had done year by year; so the king of Assyria shut him up and bound him in prison.

Now think of your map. Think of this giant power of Assyria. Egypt is trying to control Assyria from the west. From the other side, what we have is we have Assyria trying to be controlled by Babylon. And so Babylon is over on the other side. But here is Assyria. Assyria is a military machine. They go in and they mutilate, they fillet, impale, they roast their captives. They are hated and they are trying to control them. So you have them boxed in. So Assyria in verse 5:

2 Kings 17:5 Then the king of Assyria invaded the whole land and went up to Samaria and besieged it three years. 6 In the ninth year of Hoshea, the king of Assyria captured Samaria and carried Israel away into exile to Assyria, and settled them in Halah and Habor, on the river of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes.
Why had this happened?

7 Now this came about because the sons of Israel had sinned against the Lord their God, who had brought them up from the land of Egypt (it was a punishment) from under the hand of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and they had feared other gods
2 Kings 17:24 (mention of Babylon) The king of Assyria brought men from Babylon and from Cuthah and from Avva and from Hamath and Sephar-vaim, and settled them in the cities of Samaria in place of the sons of Israel. So they possessed Samaria and lived in its cities.
This is in the days of Ahaz.What I want you to see is that Babylon was not a threat to Israel at all. Babylon was not a threat. Yet when you look at Isaiah 13 for the first time it is talking about Babylon. For the first time he is naming Babylon.Go with me to Isaiah 39. It is now the days of Hezekiah…
Isaiah 1:1  The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz concerning Judah and Jerusalem, which he saw during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.

This is the historical period of Isaiah’s messages.

In Isaiah 39 – Hezekiah has been ill. If you have studied Kings with us, you already know this.

Isaiah 39:1-3  At that time Merodach-baladan son of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent letters and a present to Hezekiah, for he heard that he had been sick and had recovered.2 Hezekiah was pleased, and showed them all his treasure house, the silver and the gold and the spices and the precious oil and his whole armory and all that was found in his treasuries. There was nothing in his house nor in all his dominion that Hezekiah did not show them.3 Then Isaiah the prophet came to King Hezekiah and said to him, “What did these men say, and from where have they come to you?” And Hezekiah said, “They have come to me from a far country, from Babylon.”
It was a far country – no threat. It was a far country. Assyria is right to the north of Israel. That is a different story. Assyria is going to threaten, as we know in the days of Ahaz, Judah because Ahaz doesn’t believe the Lord, and Ahaz turns to Assyria as a fleshly arm of help. 
Now, what is he showing us? 

Isaiah 39:5-7 Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, “Hear the word of the Lord of hosts,

6 ‘Behold, the days are coming when all that is in your house and all that your fathers have laid up in store to this day will be carried to Babylon (this far country); nothing will be left,’ says the Lord.7 ‘And some of your sons who will issue from you, whom you will beget, will be taken away, and they will become officials in the palace of the king of Babylon.’ ”
Now, up until this point of Hezekiah when you and I are reading Isaiah 13, Babylon is not a threat. Babylon is not even on the scene. But in these oracles of the nations from 13-23 – remember both chapters end with a “3” – in these 10 chapters He is going to give us the oracles of the nations. He’s not going to talk about Babylon just once; he’s going to talk about Babylon again in chapter 21. He is going to talk about Babylon far more in Isaiah. 

But this is here. (in chapter 13.) Say I am the prophet and I came to give an oracle against Babylon that is no big deal to the Jews. But it will be. Listen to me carefully. It will be!
What is God doing with you? Why are you exercising your senses? Why are you stretching your mind and your spiritual muscles and many, many times frustrated but you continue in Isaiah. Why are you doing this, noble ones? You are doing that, in a sense, so that you can see and understand what God wants those people to understand: that nothing is going to happen on the face of this earth but what I (God) am going to tell you is going to happen – if you will listen.

Amos 3:7 Surely the Lord God does nothing Unless He reveals His secret counsel To His servants the prophets.
Listen to what God is saying. Don’t be like those who remain infants.

Hebrews 5:13-14 For everyone who partakes only of milk is not accustomed to the word of righteousness, for he is an infant.14 But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil.
Don’t regress like many Christians are doing.  We are in a day of evil doctrine. We are in a day where I get emails all the time: why are you speaking on the platform with this person. Why are you speaking on the platform with that person? Don’t you know they’re into contemplative prayer? Don’t you know that they’re in the emerging church movement? I say, “You go to the front lines and you HOLD your position in the Word of God. If you don’t go, all they are going to hear is this other stuff.
It is time for us to understand – Hey, I’m am to be right out there holding forth the word of truth, the word of life.
Philippians 2:15 so that you will prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in the world,16 holding fast the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I will have reason to glory because I did not run in vain nor toil in vain.
 - In the midst of people who are so entangled with the affairs of this life that they are not pleasing Jesus who has called them to be a soldier. Their belt is hanging down around their thighs. The belt is not tight and ready for war. 

2 Timothy 2:4 No soldier in active service entangles himself in the affairs of everyday life, so that he may please the one who enlisted him as a soldier.
And you are a ready soldier. I am proud of you. I want you to know this. There is a remnant and it is even in a Bible study like this where you see who the remnant is. It is those that persevere. It is those that don’t quit. It is those that are going to exercise their senses to discern good and evil and that is what you are doing.  

So what is God doing in Isaiah at this point? He has talked to them in chapters 1-5. He has talked to them about their sin. He has talked to them about the fact that they are walking in this religion and yet they are not righteous. He has told them in chapter 2 that the day is coming when all the nations will come to Zion, when they will take their swords and beat them into plowshares and there they will find peace. 

He has told them that there is a remnant in chapter 4. He hasn’t used the word remnant but He has shown them that there is a remnant; there is a righteous group among all these unrighteous people.

He has given them hope. He has let them know that there is a day when the Lord will rule.

In chapter 6 Isaiah catches a vision of the Lord. He sees who He is. Seeing who He is, he confesses his sin. He hears the voice of the Lord. The voice of the Lord is, “Who will go?” who will speak? Who will tell these people – you are not hearing. Who will keep on going until there is no one left in the cities? Because there is a holy seed. The holy seed is the stump.
So then chapter 7-12 – you have him taking this message and bringing it right down into history and showing through Ahaz what the people are like – they will not believe.

He says to Ahaz:

Isaiah 7:8 “For the head of Aram is Damascus and the head of Damascus is Rezin (now within another 65 years Ephraim will be shattered, so that it is no longer a people),(In 65 years, it’s all going to be over. They are not going to come down against you. They are not going to triumph over Judah. Yes, they will triumph over Samaria/Ephraim. He’s told them that already. But they are not going to triumph over you. 

9 and the head of Ephraim is Samaria and the head of Samaria is the son of Remaliah. If you will not believe, you surely shall not last.” ’ ”

So I want you to get this in your mind. But I want you to know that they won’t triumph over you, but Babylon will. Babylon will. Babylon is your problem.

The problem is, they don’t know it yet. So before Hezekiah ever gets this deal, God’s told him in chapter 5 – God’s told him that there is a nation coming against you. God doesn’t name it, but there is one coming against you. 

Let’s look at it quickly.

Isaiah 5:26 He will also lift up a standard to the distant nation, And will whistle for it from the ends of the earth; And behold, it will come with speed swiftly.
Isaiah 5:29 Its roaring is like a lioness, and it roars like young lions; It growls as it seizes the prey And carries it off with no one to deliver it.

It is interesting because the symbol of Babylon is a lion. 

Isaiah 5:30 And it will growl over it in that day like the roaring of the sea. If one looks to the land, behold, there is darkness and distress; Even the light is darkened by its clouds.
He talks about an impending judgment but He doesn’t name Babylon. 

So now with this history, with this background, what is He going to do in Isaiah 13 -14 – one message (divided by man into chapter and verses) but one message – both chapters.

He is going to take them way into the future. He is going to take them all the way to the end of the reign of man and the beginning of the reign of God in Zion on earth, to the kingdom of God on earth. That is what He is going to do. So He is going to take them to the Day of the Lord.
On the way, He is going to mention - who is going to be the one to conquer Babylon?  It is the Medes. This happened in 539 BC when the Medes conquer Babylon.

I don’t know if I told you this, but Babylon doesn’t become a problem for Judah until 605 BC. Then Nebuchadnezzar conquers Jerusalem in 605 BC. Again he comes down in 597 and takes 10,000 captive. 

In 586 BC, Neb wipes them out. (Conquers Judah in 586 BC) Yet, what God is showing them - look, yes you’ve got this enemy, you don’t know it but he is coming. But then he will be destroyed. Why? Because I am God. I am God.   I am interested in the nations.

Isaiah 13 The oracle concerning Babylon which Isaiah the son of Amoz saw. 

In this book and I personally believe that the book that we are reading God put together. I do not believe that this was added later. I do not believe that it was written by someone other than Isaiah. It is very careful to tell us that this is what Isaiah saw. Some people say it is so prophetic that it couldn’t have been given at that time. It was written in later. And I think – duh! Who is God? What is a prophet? A messenger from somebody who doesn’t know what is going to happen and has to write it later? No. God is the One.
2 Lift up a standard on the bare hill, Raise your voice to them, Wave the hand that they may enter the doors of the nobles.3 I have commanded My consecrated ones, I have even called My mighty warriors, My proudly exulting ones, To execute My anger.4 A sound of tumult on the mountains, Like that of many people! A sound of the uproar of kingdoms, Of nations gathered together! The Lord of hosts is mustering the army (of all these nations) for battle.5 They are coming from a far country, From the farthest horizons, The Lord and His instruments of indignation, To destroy the whole land.6 Wail, for the day of the Lord is near! It will come as destruction from the Almighty.7 Therefore all hands will fall limp, And every man’s heart will melt.

And he goes on. Now, what is He saying? He is taking them in Isaiah at this point and talking about Babylon who is not even a threat. He is talking about the day of the Lord that He has not mentioned before. He has eluded to it but He has not used the term “the day of the Lord” before. So introduce Babylon. Introduce the “day of the Lord.” And introduce it as: 

6 Wail, for the day of the Lord is near! It will come as destruction from the Almighty.It is destruction from the Almighty. 
It is a destruction upon whom? Look at verse 11:

11 Thus I will punish the world for its evil And the wicked for their iniquity; I will also put an end to the arrogance of the proud And abase the haughtiness of the ruthless.12 I will make mortal man scarcer than pure gold And mankind than the gold of Ophir.13 Therefore I will make the heavens tremble, And the earth will be shaken from its place At the fury of the Lord of hosts In the day of His burning anger.

Remember what we read in Isaiah 24. He is going to lay the earth waste.


It says: v. 13b At the fury of the Lord of hosts In the day of His burning anger.
We like to hear today about the God of love, forgiveness, grace, mercy and compassion. And we need to hear that because that is God. But He is not just that. He is holy, righteous, just, and His holiness and righteousness demands and commands that He deal with sin. He has a righteous burning anger that is coming. 

He is talking about the day of the Lord. This is what you have to stop and consider where you are and not be discouraged. There are people who have been taking Precept with us for over 20 years. They have taken every course that we have written. They have laid up a solid foundation of understanding. Some of you are brand new. You have never taken a Precept course –welcome to baptism by Isaiah. ( And your head is spinning. But you are sticking in there and I am proud of you. But here you are in Isaiah. So what God is going to show you is – I am beginning to build. I am teaching you precept upon precept. I am teaching you one truth after another truth after another truth.  So let’s just look at a couple things about the day of the Lord so that you understand.
Joel 2:1-12  Blow a trumpet in Zion, And sound an alarm on My holy mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, For the day of the Lord is coming; Surely it is near,

Then He describes it:

2 A day of darkness and gloom, A day of clouds and thick darkness. As the dawn is spread over the mountains, So there is a great and mighty people; There has never been anything like it, Nor will there be again after it To the years of many generations.

3 A fire consumes before them And behind them a flame burns. The land is like the garden of Eden before them But a desolate wilderness behind them, And nothing at all escapes them.4 Their appearance is like the appearance of horses; And like war horses, so they run.5 With a noise as of chariots They leap on the tops of the mountains, Like the crackling of a flame of fire consuming the stubble, Like a mighty people arranged for battle.6 Before them the people are in anguish; All faces turn pale.7 They run like mighty men, They climb the wall like soldiers; And they each march in line, Nor do they deviate from their paths.8 They do not crowd each other, They march everyone in his path; When they burst through the defenses, They do not break ranks.9 They rush on the city, They run on the wall; They climb into the houses, They enter through the windows like a thief.10 Before them the earth quakes, The heavens tremble, The sun and the moon grow dark (You’ve read this in Isaiah) And the stars lose their brightness.11 The Lord utters His voice before His army; Surely His camp is very great, For strong is he who carries out His word. The day of the Lord is indeed great and very awesome, And who can endure it?
God is going to carry out His word.
12 “Yet even now,” declares the Lord, “Return to Me with all your heart, And with fasting, weeping and mourning;

God says, “I am telling you this. Why? Because I want you to return to me.”

Malachi 4:5 “Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and terrible day of the Lord.
So when you look at this and you see: “The day of the Lord is near. The day of the Lord is coming.” It seems that when you go through the scriptures, that this is a specific period of time.
Malachi 4:6 “He will restore the hearts of the fathers to their children and the hearts of the children to their fathers, so that I will not come and smite the land with a curse.”
So the day of the Lord is a destruction from the Almighty but to those that listen, the remnant, it is a restoration.
Then you come to 
1 Thessalonians 5:1-4 (New Testament)  Think “Isaiah” as you read these verses.

1 Now as to the times and the epochs, brethren, you have no need of anything to be written to you.2 For you yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the night.3 While they are saying, “Peace and safety!” then destruction will come upon them suddenly like labor pains upon a woman with child, and they will not escape.4 But you, brethren, are not in darkness, (Isaiah 8 at the end) that the day would overtake you like a thief;
1 Thessalonians 5:5 for you are all sons of light and sons of day. We are not of night nor of darkness;
Isaiah and his disciples were sons of the light.
Then you come to 2 Thessalonians 2  - see it is a very specific day.  

2 Thessalonians 2:2-3 that you not be quickly shaken from your composure or be disturbed either by a spirit or a message or a letter as if from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has come.(showing that it is still future) 3 Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction,

You and I – here we are – we are privileged. We are between Isaiah and the coming of the day of the Lord. We know about it. We have yet to see the world experience it. 

You can parallel all of this to Jeremiah 50-51.

I have tried to stay away from the prophets because I wanted you to discover truth for yourself. But just look at Jeremiah 50:17 – watch what he is saying here. It is an awesome passage because it just kind of puts you in sync with Isaiah.

Jeremiah 50:17-18 “Israel is a scattered flock, the lions have driven them away. (That is still future to Isaiah. But listen) The first one who devoured him was the king of Assyria, (you know that) and this last one who has broken his bones is Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon.

So now where are we in Isaiah? We are in the days of Ahaz when Assyria is going to take the northern kingdom but we are before the days when Babylon is going to conquer Jerusalem. As a matter of fact, it does not happen in the days of Isaiah, it happens in the days of Jeremiah.

18 “Therefore thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: ‘Behold, I am going to punish the king of Babylon and his land, just as I punished the king of Assyria.

So, what is Isaiah 13 and 14 all about? God punishing Babylon and punishing the king of Babylon. That is what it is all about. It shows the ultimate punishment of Babylon. 

Now watch what he says:

Jeremiah 50:19-20 ‘And I will bring Israel back to his pasture and he will graze on Carmel and Bashan (Golan heights – east of Sea of Galilee), and his desire will be satisfied in the hill country of Ephraim and Gilead (both sides of the Sea of Galilee).
Let me just stop there. What does that parallel? Stop and think. It parallels Isaiah 14:1 when God again restores Israel, when He brings them back into the land – Isaiah 14:1-3

20 ‘In those days and at that time,’ declares the Lord, ‘search will be made for the iniquity of Israel, but there will be none; (they are going to look for sin in Israel and there isn’t going to be any.) and for the sins of Judah, but they will not be found; for I will pardon those whom I leave as a remnant.’ COOL!
What did you see in Isaiah 1-5? Remnant. The word is not used, but the message is there.

What do you see in Isaiah 6-12? You see remnant. You see remnant.

In 539 BC the Medes take Babylon. Go to …

Isaiah 13:17  Behold, I am going to stir up the Medes against them (Babylon), Who will not value silver or take pleasure in gold.
You want to write 539 BC.  This may have a more future meaning. We know the Medes are going to come against them. But we know that when the Medes come against them, they don’t do what we read in verses 19-22. Babylon is not devastated until the end. 

What you have in 13-14 is the fate, the ultimate fate of Babylon and the king of Babylon

We know that he is taking them forward to the day of the Lord. He is taking them forward to the day of the Lord and what is going to happen. Then He tells them how Babylon is going to end up.

Isaiah 13:19-22 And Babylon, the beauty of kingdoms, the glory of the Chaldeans’ pride, Will be as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah.20 It will never be inhabited or lived in from generation to generation; Nor will the Arab pitch his tent there, Nor will shepherds make their flocks lie down there.21 But desert creatures will lie down there, And their houses will be full of owls; Ostriches also will live there, and shaggy goats will frolic there.22 Hyenas will howl in their fortified towers And jackals in their luxurious palaces. Her fateful time also will soon come And her days will not be prolonged.
What you and I need to remember is what He tells us in 
2 Peter 3:8 But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day.
It hasn’t happened yet, but it’s going to happen. 

Then what you know is: and by the way when you compare this with Revelation 17-18 you have the demise of Babylon. You studied it.

When there is the demise of Babylon in Revelation 19:1-3 

1 After these things I heard something like a loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, saying, “Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God;2 because His judgments are true and righteous; for He has judged the great harlot who was corrupting the earth with her immorality, and He has avenged the blood of His bond-servants on her.” (why? Because the blood of martyrs is in her.)3 And a second time they said, “Hallelujah! Her smoke rises up forever and ever.”

So they are praising God for the destruction of Babylon.
Go to Isaiah 14
1 When the Lord will have compassion on Jacob and again choose Israel, and settle them in their own land, then strangers will join them and attach themselves to the house of Jacob.2 The peoples will take them along and bring them to their place, and the house of Israel will possess them (these strangers) as an inheritance in the land of the Lord as male servants and female servants; and they will take their captors captive and will rule over their oppressors.3 And it will be in the day when the Lord gives you (Israel) rest from your pain and turmoil and harsh service in which you have been enslaved,4 that you will take up this taunt against the king of Babylon, and say, “How the oppressor has ceased, And how fury has ceased!

I believe, precious one, that what He is doing in 13 and 14 is He is talking to them in their day but He is propelling them all the way to the ultimate future when Jesus, the Son of David will sit on the throne in Zion. He is showing that when this happens, you (Israel) will take up this taunt song against the king of Babylon.

Jeremiah 50:23 “How the hammer of the whole earth Has been cut off and broken! How Babylon has become An object of horror among the nations!
God, as He used Assyria as His hammer, is going to use Babylon as His hammer. He is going to use it in the days of Nebuchadnezzar, but He is going to do it in the day of the Lord.

Jeremiah 50:23-24 “How the hammer of the whole earth Has been cut off and broken! How Babylon has become An object of horror among the nations!24 “I set a snare for you and you were also caught, O Babylon, While you yourself were not aware; You have been found and also seized Because you have engaged in conflict with the Lord.”
Listen to me very carefully, if you don’t believe in the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and David and Jesus, you have engaged in conflict with the Almighty God. There is a day of reckoning.

You say, “I don’t believe that.” It doesn’t matter if you believe that or not. Because you have not believed, you have not been established. But it does not change the fact that God has laid out the destiny of those who do not believe.

Jeremiah 50:29 “Summon many against Babylon, All those who bend the bow: Encamp against her on every side, (This is what you see at the beginning of Isaiah 13) Let there be no escape. (Now catch this. This is the justice of God. This is application.) Repay her according to her work; According to all that she has done, so do to her; For she has become arrogant against the Lord, Against the Holy One of Israel.

Do you want to be repaid according to your work? No. the grace of God, if you accept it, keeps you from having to do that.
Jeremiah 50:29 “Summon many against Babylon, All those who bend the bow: Encamp against her on every side, Let there be no escape. Repay her according to her work; According to all that she has done, so do to her; For she has become arrogant against the Lord, Against the Holy One of Israel.45 Therefore hear the plan of the Lord which He has planned against Babylon, and His purposes which He has purposed against the land of the Chaldeans: surely they will drag them off, even the little ones of the flock; surely He will make their pasture desolate because of them.

46 At the shout, “Babylon has been seized!” the earth is shaken, and an outcry is heard among the nations.
Jeremiah 51:6 Flee from the midst of Babylon, And each of you save his life! Do not be destroyed in her punishment, For this is the Lord’s time of vengeance; He is going to render recompense to her.

Flee from the midst of Babylon – and that is God’s word for you today. Because there is a Babylonians system so to speak. A Babylonian system against God, a system that says (go back to Genesis 11:1-9 the tower of Babel.) we will build a place up to God. We will be like God. 
What did the king of Babylon say? I will be like God. I will set my throne above the Most High.
6 Flee from the midst of Babylon, And each of you save his life! Do not be destroyed in her punishment, For this is the Lord’s time of vengeance; He is going to render recompense to her.

Let’s go to Isaiah 14 and my question – if you do not believe in God can you escape the judgment of God? 
No you can’t. You and I need to realize, as in chapter 14, when He takes up the taunt against the king of Babylon, he takes us to Sheol. He takes us to the place of the dead.

Until the resurrection and ascension of Jesus Christ to heaven, Sheol, we know from Luke 16:19-31 that it was divided into two parts: Abraham’s bosom where they were comforted. Then a great gulf. Then on the other side, a place of torment and fire. We know that when the rich man died, he cried over to Abraham and asked him to send Lazarus to dip his finger in water and cool his tongue. Abraham said – I can’t. There is a great gulf fixed. It is impossible. Then the rich man said – go send someone to tell my brothers that this place is real. Abraham said – no, they have Moses and the what? Prophets! Let them hear them!

Here is the prophet and he is telling us about Sheol.

Isaiah 14:7  “The whole earth is at rest and is quiet; They break forth into shouts of joy. (over the demise of the king of Babylon. What did I read to you from Revelation 19? There are Hallelujahs in heaven because Babylon is destroyed.)8 “Even the cypress trees rejoice over you, (wicked king) and the cedars of Lebanon, saying, ‘Since you were laid low, no tree cutter comes up against us.’9 “Sheol from beneath is excited over you to meet you when you come; It arouses for you the spirits of the dead, all the leaders of the earth; It raises all the kings of the nations from their thrones.

Listen, there is only the hot side left now. This is Hades. This is death and Hades and they have people in them that are conscience. They can talk; they can recognize one another. That remember what you said.

10 “They will all respond and say to you, ‘Even you have been made weak as we, You have become like us.11 ‘Your pomp and the music of your harps Have been brought down to Sheol; Maggots are spread out as your bed beneath you And worms are your covering.’12 “How you have fallen from heaven, O star of the morning, son of the dawn! You have been cut down to the earth, You who have weakened the nations!13 “But you said in your heart, ‘I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God, And I will sit on the mount of assembly In the recesses of the north.14 ‘I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.’15 “Nevertheless you will be thrust down to Sheol, To the recesses of the pit.

Listen to me very carefully – when you don’t bow before the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and David and Jesus, you have made yourself your own god. You have said to the true God, I don’t need you. You will be brought down to the recesses of the pit. 

16 “Those who see you will gaze at you, They will ponder over you, saying, ‘Is this the man who made the earth tremble,(He is recognizable)  Who shook kingdoms,17 Who made the world like a wilderness (He is taking us all the way to the end of time) And overthrew its cities, Who did not allow his prisoners to go home?’18 “All the kings of the nations lie in glory, Each in his own tomb.19 “But you have been cast out of your tomb Like a rejected branch, Clothed with the slain who are pierced with a sword, Who go down to the stones of the pit Like a trampled corpse.20 “You will not be united with them in burial, (you won’t have a tomb) Because you have ruined your country, You have slain your people. May the offspring of evildoers not be mentioned forever.

Look at Russia and Germany and the men that ruined them. (Hitler…)

21 “Prepare for his sons a place of slaughter Because of the iniquity of their fathers. They must not arise and take possession of the earth And fill the face of the world with cities.”22 “I will rise up against them,” declares the Lord of hosts, “and will cut off from Babylon name and survivors, offspring and posterity,” declares the Lord.23 “I will also make it a possession for the hedgehog and swamps of water, and I will sweep it with the broom of destruction,” declares the Lord of hosts.

Remember, it is a destruction from the Almighty.

24 The Lord of hosts has sworn saying, (Then He wraps it up.) “Surely, just as I have intended so it has happened, and just as I have planned so it will stand,

I have spoken. Here is My oracle regarding Babylon.

25 to break Assyria in My land, and I will trample him on My mountains. Then his yoke will be removed from them and his burden removed from their shoulder. 
We still have to see this and we’ll see it in Isaiah in the days of Hezekiah


 26 “This is the plan devised against the whole earth; 
Do you realize what He has just said? To do realize what you have just learned? It has been hard. You have struggled with it. You have wrestled with the text. You have thought, “I don’t think I can get it in my brain.” 
But look at where you’ve come. You know God’s plan devised against the whole earth! You know it!  That is awesome. You know the future. You know that as this Babylonian system keeps increasing and God is not done with Babylon, Iraq; 
You and I know what is coming. 
You and I know what to flee from.
You and I know that if we be faithful , we will be part of that remnant, and you and I know that this is for the whole earth, He says: 

26 “This is the plan devised against the whole earth; and this is the hand that is stretched out against all the nations.27 “For the Lord of hosts has planned, and who can frustrate it? And as for His stretched-out hand, who can turn it back?”

Here is His word to you.
Jeremiah 51:56 For the destroyer is coming against her, against Babylon, And her mighty men will be captured, Their bows are shattered; For the Lord is a God of recompense, He will fully repay.
Revelation 22:12  Jesus is speaking.

 “Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to every man according to what he has done.

This is what Jesus is saying. When He gathers the world together and judges the world that refused God at the great white throne judgment in Revelation 20 says

Revelation 20:13-15 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades (Sheol) gave up the dead which were in them; and they were judged, every one of them according to their deeds.14 Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire.15 And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.
The lake of fire, and you’re going to learn more about it.

But it is where?   
Mark 9:44 where their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched.
It is where the kings recognized the other kings in Isaiah 14. They live for eternity. 
All of us are going to live for eternity. 
The question is: will it be Hades, that part of Sheol, of those that have rejected God or will it be heaven, the New Jerusalem? 
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