	Kay arthur – Sorrow of a righteous god
	isaiah lesson 7



We want to look today at the sorrow of a righteous God over the sorrow the needless sorrow of man. God has appeared to us. God has given us the Word of God. He has given us His precepts for life. If you and I listen to them, we may go though trials, we will go through trials, we will go through tribulations. 

Psalm 30:5 For His anger is but for a moment, His favor is for a lifetime; Weeping may last for the night, But a shout of joy comes in the morning.

It is a wonderful statement. It is a verse from Scripture. But you and I have to understand that that is only for those who believe because otherwise what we have to say is weeping may endure forever.

As you did this lesson, one of the things that you used when you marked was that little blue tear. You used it over and over and over again: the weeping, the wailing of man. But you also saw the weeping of God. The weeping of God- because of the weeping of men.

In this portion of Scripture, God is looking beyond Israel, beyond Judah, beyond Jerusalem, beyond the tribe of Ephraim, the northern kingdom and He is looking at the other nations.

Isaiah 14:28 In the year that King Ahaz died this oracle came: - an oracle that comes to Philistia
We saw in Isaiah 6:1 In the year of King Uzziah’s death I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted, with the train of His robe filling the temple.
He is taking this oracle and He is giving it a place in history. He is going to talk to us about Philistia, a group of people that have been an enemy of Israel. I want to look with you at some of the history of those people and the current day situation of that people so that you can understand that as God speaks and He speaks to Israel, He is also speaking to the nations. As Israel has a future, so the nations have a future. It is not just the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob but He told Abraham:

Genesis 22:18 “In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.”
In other words, if we will believe the word of God, if we come to God through the seed of Abraham - and you know that Seed is Jesus Christ (Galatians 3:16), but if we will come to God through the seed of Abraham no matter who we are we can be blessed because the gospel was the Jews and also the Gentiles.

Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek (Gentile).So anyone who is not a Jew is a Gentile.

PHILISTIA - GAZA
What I would like to do is just give a little bit of background on Philistia, on the Philistines. Their origin is basically unknown. 

Egyptian records talk about them as part of a larger movement of sea peoples that came from the Aegean Sea, which is around Greece, and from the Mycean period in mainland Greece. They invaded Egypt in about 1188 BC battling Ramses III who defeated them. Then they moved east and fought the Hittites in Anatolia and in places in northern Syria. You go all the way up from Egypt to northern Syria. Their original homeland was Crete according to Amos 9:7 and other Scriptures. They are mentioned as a threat to Israel for the first time in the book of Judges during the reign of Samson (Judges 18:22-29) Remember they were in conflict with Samson. The Philistines are the ones that forced Dan to move north. They defeated in 1 Samuel 4,the Israelites at the battle of Ebenezer. Saul lost his life to the Philistines at Mount Gilboa.) 1 Samuel chapter 31);  The Philistines lost their independence to Tiglath-Pileser III of Assyria by 732. 

It is an organized city state. It is like an organized city state that exists today. And this is what I want you to see. God is talking to us about these countries that you and I may have a tendency to look and say – oh, that happened several thousand years ago and because it happened then, it has no relevance to me.  Yet those people still exist. And those people are still trying to invade Israel. This is what we need to see – the relevancy of all this for today.
They have 5 towns: Ashdod, Gaza, Gath, Ashkelon and Ekron. Each of these was ruled in Biblical times by a lord. They were experts in metallurgy and because they were (1 Samuel 13:19-22) it gave them a military advantage. 
They worshipped 3 gods. (1 Samuel 5:1-5). You remember one of them because it is the one that fell over and broke when the ark of the covenant was put in its temple; and that is Dagon.  They worshipped Dagon, Ashtoreth, and Beelzebub. As you saw in your homework, there are 3 references to them previous to this time in the book of Isaiah. They were soothsayers. Many of the OT prophesies talk about a destruction. You see this in Ezekiel, Amos, and  Zechariah. We have more books to study where we are going to see these people.

Let me give you a brief history of these people. They were under Byzantine occupation. Then in 634 AD the Muslims defeated them and occupied them after the battle of Yarmuk (sp?) in 636 AD. In 1070 the Turkish and the Crusaders invaded them. Then in the 12 and 13th centuries, the Muslim reestablished control and Gaza was like their headquarters.
 In 1516 they were incorporated into the Ottoman Empire. This becomes more important as you study it. Then they became occupied by the French in 1799. Then the Ottoman rule was restored until WWI. WWI was a very pivotal time in our history. You had the land of the Philistines but now they were moving over calling the rest of Israel Palestine. They called it Palestine (It’s never called Palestine in the Bible) 1917 – you had a Balfour Declaration that said the Jews had a right to part of that land as their Jewish homeland.
 In 1948 you had an Arab-Israeli war. Israel captured 26% of the British mandate’s territory west of the Jordan River. Jordan captured 21% in that Arab-Israeli war, and Egypt captured Gaza. You know that there is a connection between Egypt and Gaza. 

In 1964, the PLO was founded by the Arab league with the formal goal to drive Israel into the sea. So this is the enemy that we are talking about and reading about in the Old Testament that remains a current day enemy of Israel. 

Arafat in 1993 settled for a two-state solution which says that Israel does exist and Rabin recognizes the PLO and say – ok you have a right to exist. 

1994 the Palestinian authority was created to administer Gaza and parts of the West Bank.
In 2004, the US Congress declared the PLO to be a terrorist organization.  It is not a people group. It never had a people group. It was just these people who had come over and the PLO played on this and established this. 
The PLO is considered the richest of all terrorist organizations possibly 50 billion in assets. Annual income of just 2 billion from donations, extortion, pay-offs, illegal arms, drug trafficking, money laundering and fraud. 
This is the enemy. Do you understand it? The enemy then that was an invasionary force that was constantly – that David conquered and Uzziah conquered, this enemy is a very real present-day enemy. So when you are studying Isaiah, you want to know, you want to remember, otherwise you will just look at all that stuff and say – I don’t understand every last line of it, (Kay doesn’t understand every last line of it) Commentators don’t understand every last line of it because they can’t come to an agreement on it. 
But we do know one thing: it is the enemy. What was an ancient enemy then is an enemy now and will be dealt with.
What is God’s word to Philistia? God’s word is seen in:

Isaiah 14:29-32  “Do not rejoice, O Philistia, all of you, Because the rod that struck you is broken; 
Don’t rejoice because the one that struck you is broken, and you think you are free. And you think you’re going scott- free. Don’t rejoice. 

Now who is the rod that is broken? Either it is the house of David that has struck them over and over again and Ahaz has died and therefore they feel free. Or it is Assyria. But either way, whoever it is, don’t rejoice because the rod that struck you is broken? Why? Because it ain’t over yet. 
29 …For from the serpent’s root a viper will come out, And its fruit will be a flying serpent.

In other words, you think you’re free now, but there is more to come. Even as Moses took his rod and stood (Exodus 7:8-12) stood before Pharaoh and he threw down his rod and it became a serpent, so the enemy  - Pharaoh’s guys – took their rods and threw them down and they became serpents. But whose rod prevailed? Moses’ rod that became a serpent  that ate the enemies’ snake. God ultimately triumphs.

30 “Those who are most helpless will eat, And the needy will lie down in security; I will destroy your root with famine, And it will kill off your survivors.
One of the things that we need to remember when we read the Word of God is – yes, there may be sorrow now, there may be difficulties now, there may be hardness now (in my life and in your life) and it may be family relationships. It may be a financial difficulty. It may be cancer. It may be Alzheimer’s; it may be lots of things. But there is a promise of an ultimate triumph.  There is a promise of the ultimate judgment of the enemy here, the invasionary forces of the Philistines. 
But there is also to the world the promise of a place of refuge. When you and I are going through the difficult times, we do not focus on the difficult times, but we focus on the God that is in control of the difficult times knowing that:

Psalm 30:5 For His anger is but for a moment, His favor is for a lifetime; Weeping may last for the night, But a shout of joy comes in the morning.
· for us.

But for those who do NOT turn to the Lord, weeping not only endures for a night-- but weeping endures forever.
 Listen carefully, weeping will endure for as long as you resist God. That is how long it will endure. It will endure for as long as you resist God. So there is an answer.

31 “Wail, O gate; cry, O city; Melt away, O Philistia, all of you; For smoke comes from the north, And there is no straggler in his ranks.

32 “How then will one answer the messengers of the nation? (This is the answer) That the Lord has founded Zion, And the afflicted of His people will seek refuge in it.(Zion)”
There is a Zion. I want to look this with you.

Go to Leviticus 25. I am going to run some Scriptures very quickly because listen, what I am about to show you is the answer for everyone. If you want relief, if you want joy in the morning, you remember the Lord has founded Zion. All the way through the Scriptures, Zion is mentioned so much in the Psalms and Isaiah.

Leviticus - They have come out of the land of Egypt. They have been slaves. They have gone to Mount Sinai. They spend a month at Sinai while God gives them the Law. 
Leviticus 25:2 “Speak to the sons of Israel and say to them, ‘When you come into the land which I shall give you, then the land shall have a sabbath to the Lord.
God is saying – I am going to bring you into the land which I have given you. God has given to the descendents of  Abraham, Isaac, Jacob by covenant. It is all laid down for us in the book of Genesis.

Leviticus 25:23 ‘The land, moreover, shall not be sold permanently, for the land is Mine; for you are but aliens and sojourners with Me.
So what is God saying? The land is Mine. You’re going to come into the land that I have given you and you are not to sell it. Got it! So what does the PLO what? Israel to sell them the land. Give me the land.

After the Balfour agreement, you have these people trying to get the land away from Israel. 

2 Samuel 5:7 talking about David. He goes into Jebus (later Jerusalem) and it says:


7 Nevertheless, David captured the stronghold of Zion, that is the city of David.

So you and I know that when He talks about Zion, when He says let the afflicted ones come to Zion it is because it is a stronghold.

2 Chronicles 6:5-6 ‘Since the day that I (God) brought My people from the land of Egypt, I did not choose a city out of all the tribes of Israel in which to build a house that My name might be there, nor did I choose any man for a leader over My people Israel;6 but I have chosen Jerusalem that My name might be there, and I have chosen David to be over My people Israel.’

So you have the house of David and you have Jerusalem, the city of David and God has chosen it.

 2 Chronicles 6:10 “Now the Lord has fulfilled His word which He spoke; for I (Solomon) have risen in the place of my father David and sit on the throne of Israel, as the Lord promised, and have built the house for the name of the Lord, the God of Israel.
David had a lot of battles in-between the time that he was anointed king by Samuel and by the time he managed the throne. Weeping endured for many, many nights. It would come and it would go. But joy was coming in the morning because God watches over His word. God establishes it.

This is what Solomon says when he is dedicating the temple that he has built.

2 Chronicles 6:24 “If Your people Israel are defeated before an enemy because they have sinned against You, and they return to You and confess Your name, and pray and make supplication before You in this house,
What do you see happening in Isaiah 14:32 
“How then will one answer the messengers of the nation? That the Lord has founded Zion, And the afflicted of His people will seek refuge in it.”
In Chronicles He is saying: 

2 Chronicles 6:24 “If Your people Israel are defeated before an enemy because they have sinned against You, and they return to You and confess Your name, and pray and make supplication before You in this house,25 then hear from heaven and forgive the sin of Your people Israel, and bring them back to the land which You have given to them and to their fathers.
Because in Deuteronomy 29:27-28 He says you sin against Me, I’ll kick you out of the land:

27 ‘Therefore, the anger of the Lord burned against that land, to bring upon it every curse which is written in this book;

28 and the Lord uprooted them from their land in anger and in fury and in great wrath, and cast them into another land, as it is this day.’

But what He is saying in 6:25 is that if they get kicked out of the land, then what are the Jews to do?
Look toward Zion and the temple. They are, in a sense-- in their hearts, to return to that and all it is. God says if you do that, then I will bring you back. I will bring you back. 
The afflicted come to the Lord.
Look at 2 Chronicles 6:28-29

28 “If there is famine in the land, if there is pestilence, if there is blight or mildew, if there is locust or grasshopper, if their enemies besiege them in the land of their cities, whatever plague or whatever sickness there is,29 whatever prayer or supplication is made by any man or by all Your people Israel, each knowing his own affliction and his own pain, and spreading his hands toward this house,

Isn’t that awesome? He just gave this not just to Israel, but if any man is in that condition – if he will turn.   Could the Philistines? Could the Philistines have turned to God? 
Yes. When they brought the ark of the covenant into the house of Dagon, you prevailed? God prevailed. They had a chance but they did not take it.

Listen precious one, in every trial, you have a chance. You have a chance in that trial even in the midst of your weeping to go to Zion, so to speak – to go to God – and cry to God and know that weeping may endure for a night but joy will come in the morning because that is where the afflicted of God go.

2 Chronicles 6:30 then hear from heaven Your dwelling place, and forgive, and render to each according to all his ways, whose heart You know for You alone know the hearts of the sons of men,
All you have to do, precious one, is have a sincere heart.

Send the messenger to the nation and tell them. There is Zion and if you turn there, you will have hope.

2 Chronicles 6:31 that they may fear You, to walk in Your ways as long as they live in the land which You have given to our fathers.

Then you come to2 Chronicles 7:12-16  it is the same promise.

12 Then the Lord appeared to Solomon at night and said to him, “I have heard your prayer and have chosen this place for Myself as a house of sacrifice.13 “If I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or if I command the locust to devour the land, or if I send pestilence among My people,14 and My people who are called by My name humble themselves and pray and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, will forgive their sin and will heal their land.15 “Now My eyes will be open and My ears attentive to the prayer offered in this place.16 “For now I have chosen and consecrated this house that My name may be there forever, and My eyes and My heart will be there perpetually.

In the light of that, look at Psalm 2. This is a word to these nations. Where does He tell Philistia to go? Zion. What does He do with Moab? Zion  What does He do with Damascus and Israel and with Cush? Always – it is to go to Zion. It is to go to Zion. It is to go to God. It is to go to His throne. 
Psalm 2:1-2 1 Why are the nations in an uproar And the peoples devising a vain thing?

2 The kings of the earth take their stand And the rulers take counsel together Against the Lord and against His Anointed, saying,

You follow the history of the Philistines. You follow the history of the PLO. They gather together and make coalitions with other nations against the Lord and His anointed. His anointed has come from Israel.

Psalm 2:4-6 He who sits in the heavens laughs, The Lord scoffs at them.5 Then He will speak to them in His anger (that is what you see happening in these chapters) And terrify them in His fury, saying,6 “But as for Me, I have installed My King Upon Zion, My holy mountain.”10 Now therefore, O kings, show discernment; Take warning, O judges of the earth.11 Worship the Lord with reverence And rejoice with trembling.12 Do homage to the Son, that He not become angry, and you perish in the way, For His wrath may soon be kindled. How blessed are all who take refuge in Him!
You look at His word to Babylon. You look at His word to the Philistines, Moab, Damascus, and Cush and what do you see? His wrath may soon be kindled. Come and take refuge in Him.
Psalm 9:11 Sing praises to the Lord, who dwells in Zion; Declare among the peoples His deeds.

13 Be gracious to me, O Lord; See my affliction from those who hate me, You who lift me up from the gates of death,14 That I may tell of all Your praises, That in the gates of the daughter of Zion I may rejoice in Your salvation.15 (Listen) The nations have sunk down in the pit which they have made; In the net which they hid, their own foot has been caught.

A pit that they have dug with their own two hands. Why? The nations will not listen to God. The nations are in rebellion against the holy city of God. 

Look at Psalm 48:1-3 

 A Song; a Psalm of the sons of Korah. Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised, In the city of our God, His holy mountain.2 Beautiful in elevation, the joy of the whole earth, (joy comes in the morning)  Is Mount Zion in the far north, The city of the great King.3 God, in her palaces, Has made Himself known as a stronghold. (That is where you and I are to run.)

Zechariah 8:2-3 “Thus says the Lord of hosts, ‘I am exceedingly jealous for Zion, yes, with great wrath I am jealous for her.’3 “Thus says the Lord, ‘I (God) will return to Zion and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem. Then Jerusalem will be called the City of Truth,(Isaiah 2:2-4 see below) and the mountain of the Lord of hosts will be called the Holy Mountain.’
Isaiah 2:2-4 Now it will come about that In the last days The mountain of the house of the Lord Will be established as the chief of the mountains, And will be raised above the hills; And all the nations will stream to it.3 And many peoples will come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, To the house of the God of Jacob; That He may teach us concerning His ways And that we may walk in His paths.” For the law will go forth from Zion And the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.4 And He will judge between the nations, And will render decisions for many peoples; And they will hammer their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not lift up sword against nation, And never again will they learn war.

Zechariah 8:3-8 “Thus says the Lord, ‘I will return to Zion and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem. Then Jerusalem will be called the City of Truth, and the mountain of the Lord of hosts will be called the Holy Mountain.’4 “Thus says the Lord of hosts, ‘Old men and old women will again sit in the streets of Jerusalem, each man with his staff in his hand because of age.5 ‘And the streets of the city will be filled with boys and girls playing in its streets.’6 “Thus says the Lord of hosts, ‘If it is too difficult in the sight of the remnant of this people in those days, will it also be too difficult in My sight?’ declares the Lord of hosts.7 “Thus says the Lord of hosts, ‘Behold, I am going to save My people from the land of the east and from the land of the west;8 and I will bring them back and they will live in the midst of Jerusalem; and they shall be My people, and I will be their God in truth and righteousness.’

This should remind you of what you read in Isaiah 18. 

MOAB - JORDAN
But let’s go on. Isaiah 15- 16 we come to Moab. Moab comes from Lot.
 Lot is the nephew of Abraham. (Genesis 12:5) He knows Abraham. Lot is called in 2 Peter 2:6-8 “a righteous man.”
Lot goes to Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 19:24-38) which are destroyed. He is preserved. His wife dies. His daughters get him drunk because they think he is the last man and they want to carry on his seed. They have 2 children; they become the fathers of the Ammonites and Moabites. They become what we call today – modern-day Jordan. I want to give you a history of Jordan because it is important that you are grounded in history with this word of God.

At the end of WWI, which I told you was a major event, great Britain took control of most of the Middle East: Israel and modern day Jordan, which is east of the Jordan River. 

On December 9, 1917, the Ottoman rule came to an end. 2 days later, General Allenby who was a British field marshal entered Jerusalem and pronounced Jerusalem the capital of the country that they referred to as Palestine. But they made the Balfour Declaration which promised an establishment of a national home for the Jews.  They said  - OK, you can come back to this land

In the 1920’s it was called Trans-Jordan. (meaning – on the other side of the Jordan) It was made a separate entity. In 1946 it gained its independence from the British Mandate. In other words, it became a separate country. In May 1948, the Jews proclaimed the Independent state of Israel. When they did that, the next day, Israel was attacked by Iraq, Lebanon, Syria, Jordan and by Egypt. They all came against Israel.
Next week you are going to study the oracle regarding Egypt. You are going to study the oracle regarding Cush. That is going to be very important.

Jordanians remained in the West Bank when the cease-fire was signed. Jerusalem was divided and Jordan held the old city of Jerusalem. So Jordan that lived on the other side of the river still held the city of Jerusalem. If you were a Gentile, you could visit the Old City. If you were a Jew you couldn’t get in there. And so there was a border there. 

In 1950, Trans-Jordan’s name was changed to Jordan. In 1953, King Hussein gained the throne of Jordan with British support.
 In 1967, during the 6 day war, Jerusalem was reunited under Jewish sovereignty for the first time since the Bar-Kochba  revolt that happened 1800 years ago. It was a momentous, momentous time. 2 momentous times: 1948 -they became a nation. But now in 1967 they get Jerusalem.
1994 Israel and Jordan signed a peace treaty. They basically live at peace right now. The official language is Arabic. English is widely understood and used among the educated. Jordan is 92% Sunni Muslim. 
When you think of Moab then, how do I want you to think? I want you to think: the wailing and the grief that Moab goes through is caused by pride. The weeping and the wailing and the suffering and the loss is all caused by pride. This is the thing that you have seen through Isaiah. You have pride of: Israel, Judah, and the arrogance of man against Almighty God.
You see in Isaiah 15 – wailing over and over and over again.

Isaiah 15:5-9 My (God) heart cries out for Moab; His fugitives are as far as Zoar and Eglath-shelishiyah, For they go up the ascent of Luhith weeping; Surely on the road to Horonaim they raise a cry of distress over their ruin.

Why is God’s heart crying out for Moab? They were so close to the Israelites that the Moabites had access to the truth. They had the opportunity to believe, but they didn’t believe. They were arrogant. 

Isaiah 16:6-7 We have heard of the pride of Moab, an excessive pride; Even of his arrogance, pride, and fury; His idle boasts are false.7 Therefore (term of conclusion) Moab will wail; everyone of Moab will wail. You will moan for the raisin cakes of Kir-hareseth (which is 12 miles east of the Dead Sea.) As those who are utterly stricken.
“Kir” means cities. If you follow the geography, you see the judgment comes from the north. As the judgment comes from one city to another city, it drives the people south. So here is a city that is just 12 miles east of the Dead Sea. They can come to Israel if they will. It is so bad when you look at verse 4:

Isaiah 15:4 This really hit me. 4 Heshbon and Elealeh also cry out, Their voice is heard all the way to Jahaz; Therefore the armed men of Moab cry aloud; His soul trembles within him.

It is so bad that the soldiers are crying out. I mean that is a desperate time when you’ve got soldiers that are hardened and warriors and they are crying out. 

Then we want to see: Hey, Moab. There is a way out. There was a way out for the Philistines. There is a way out for the Moabites.

Isaiah 16 Send the tribute lamb to the ruler of the land, From Sela by way of the wilderness to the mountain of the daughter of Zion.  (Zion, that God has established.)2 Then, like fleeing birds or scattered nestlings, (the ones that are in the nest and all of a sudden are scattered) The daughters of Moab will be at the fords of the Arnon.3 “Give us advice, make a decision; Cast your shadow like night at high noon; Hide the outcasts, do not betray the fugitive.4 “Let the outcasts of Moab stay with you; Be a hiding place to them from the destroyer.” For the extortioner has come to an end, destruction has ceased; Oppressors have completely disappeared from the land.

What is the answer: - it points to the future

5 A throne will even be established in lovingkindness, And a judge will sit on it in faithfulness in the tent of David; Moreover, he will seek justice And be prompt in righteousness.

“Lovingkindness”    Who received lovingkindness from the Lord? Ruth, the Moabitess.

Ruth 1:16 But Ruth said, “Do not urge me to leave you or turn back from following you; for where you go, I will go, and where you lodge, I will lodge. Your people shall be my people, and your God, my God.

5 A throne will even be established in lovingkindness, And a judge will sit on it in faithfulness in the tent of David; (We saw that God has established the house of David) Moreover, he will seek justice And be prompt in righteousness.
Don’t you want lovingkindness, faithfulness, justice, righteousness?  Isn’t that what you want? When you think Moab, I want you to think of:

1)  the wailing and suffering because of pride

2) there is a way out – God in Zion is the way out 

3) the sorrow of God because of the sorrow of man. God doesn’t sit in heaven joyful that He gets to judge the nations.  That is not the character of God.

Look at Him in 15:5 

Isaiah 15:5 My heart cries out for Moab; His fugitives are as far as Zoar and Eglath-shelishiyah, For they go up the ascent of Luhith weeping; Surely on the road to Horonaim they raise a cry of distress over their ruin.
Isaiah 16:9 Therefore I will weep bitterly for Jazer, for the vine of Sibmah; I will drench you with my tears, O Heshbon and Elealeh; For the shouting over your summer fruits and your harvest has fallen away….11 Therefore my heart intones like a harp for Moab And my inward feelings for Kir-hareseth.
You see God saying that He is mourning. I want to ask you a question. Have you ever grieved over a loved one who could have relief but wouldn’t come to God God’s way?  Who listened to the council of the world? Who was directed by man instead of God and looked at the temporal instead of the eternal. And your heart stretches out to them and your arms stretch out to them and you want them to come but they won’t come. You know that sorrow is going to endure for them until they bow the knee. That is what He is saying.
DAMASCUS - SYRIA

Then we come to Damascus which is the oldest and continuous inhabited city of the world. It was a minor town until the rise of the Arameans. Then this semi-nomadic people from the Arabian peninsula who migrated into the region currently occupied by the Syrians. The city became the center of Aramean power. It was called Aram of Damascus. 
In 1918, after the fall of the Ottoman Empire, France took control of them. The British had the other part but France took control of them. It is modern-day Syria now. 
In 1946 they gained their independence from France. In 1967 there was an Arab-Israeli war. Remember, I mentioned that. They lost the Golan Heights to Israel which really originally belonged to Israel but they controlled the Golan Heights. If you go with us to Israel, we go up to the bunkers and you can see where the Syrians sat firing rockets on the people that were settled in that area so that the children lived in bunkers, not having the sun of day. 
It is currently ruled by Bashar Asad – a dictator whose sponsors terrorism. He is under the influence of Iran, militarily and financially. The official language of that country is Arabic. They also have many other languages (Kurdish, French). It is a destination point for men and women of Southeast Asia and Africa who are smuggled into that country for unpaid servitude and sexual exploitation. They take away their passports.  It is a horrible, horrible atmosphere to live in. Syria has had control of Lebanon. It is a very dangerous enemy to the north of Israel. Banding with Iran which says, “Wipe Israel off the map.”
Damascus –what’s going to happen to it?

Isaiah 17:1  The oracle concerning Damascus. “Behold, Damascus is about to be removed from being a city And will become a fallen ruin.
It is going to go down. Damascus  which is Aram and the northern kingdom whose king was Pekah came together to threaten the southern kingdom. 
You remember that God told them in Isaiah 7:8
8 “For the head of Aram is Damascus and the head of Damascus is Rezin (now within another 65 years Ephraim will be shattered, so that it is no longer a people),
Isaiah 8:4 for before the boy knows how to cry out ‘My father’ or ‘My mother,’ the wealth of Damascus and the spoil of Samaria will be carried away before the king of Assyria.”
Here is this city that has been this city for all these years, but a sovereign God is going to say  - Damascus will be no more. And:

 Isaiah 17:3  “The fortified city will disappear from Ephraim, And sovereignty from Damascus And the remnant of Aram; They will be like the glory of the sons of Israel,” Declares the Lord of hosts.4 Now in that day the glory of Jacob will fade, 
Why? God is going to judge them.
But it tells us about remnant again in verse 7

7 In that day man will have regard for his Maker And his eyes will look to the Holy One of Israel.8 He will not have regard for the altars, the work of his hands, Nor will he look to that which his fingers have made, Even the Asherim and incense stands.

He is speaking to Israel in verse 4-11 and showing that Israel has gone to idolatry, but those who turn from idolatry and turn to God.

What is idolatry today?
 Colossians 3:5 Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry.
So many of us in this nation have the idol of greed, the idol that keeps us so busy occupied with the work of our fingers and the work of our hands that we don’t have time to let our fingers do the walking through the white pages.  We don’t have time for the word of God. We have forgotten that God is our peace, our Maker and that in Him we move and live and have our being (Acts 17:28)
10 For you have forgotten the God of your salvation And have not remembered the rock of your refuge. 
You have not remembered Him. Part of the process of weeping is to get you to run to the Rock which is higher than you. The God who is your shield and your fortress, who is your refuge.  That is where you and I are to run. All the weeping and the pain that we go through – and I am speaking from the voice of experience – but the pain that we go through is designed to make us remember, hey, we’re not looking for a city that is made with hands…..
Hebrews 11:8-10 By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by going out to a place which he was to receive for an inheritance; and he went out, not knowing where he was going.9 By faith he lived as an alien in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, fellow heirs of the same promise;10 for he was looking for the city which has foundations, whose architect and builder is God.
We are looking for that Zion, that throne, that lovingkindness, that righteousness, that justice. That is what we are looking for. When weeping comes, if you will look that way, it only endures for a night, so to speak. The night will end (it may be a long time) but joy will come in the morning. But if you, if you, do not look to God, if He does not become your refuge, then weeping will endure forever. Because it talks about the lake of fire:


Mark 9:44 where their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched.

Matthew 13:50 and will throw them into the furnace of fire; in that place there will be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth
 Then, the verses about the city of the New Jerusalem.

Revelation 21:1-4 1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea.2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband.3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be among them,4 and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away.”
What does God cry? howy /hoh·ee/ howy /hoh·ee/  

12 Alas, the uproar of many peoples Who roar like the roaring of the seas, And the rumbling of nations Who rush on like the rumbling of mighty waters! (They just keep going and going and going to destruction) 
13 The nations rumble on like the rumbling of many waters, But He will rebuke them and they will flee far away, And be chased like chaff in the mountains before the wind, Or like whirling dust before a gale.14 At evening time, behold, there is terror! Before morning they are no more. Such will be the portion of those who plunder us And the lot of those who pillage us.

At night there is terror. In the morning they are no more. They are dead. They continue to live but they continue to live in Sheol. You studied that.  They go on and they live and suffer.
CUSH - SUDAN


 Isaiah 18 Alas, oh land of whirring wings Which lies beyond the rivers of Cush,
Cush is south of Egypt. It is Southern Egypt, Sudan and northern Ethiopia.  We are going to study these people more. 

2 Which sends envoys by the sea, Even in papyrus vessels on the surface of the waters. Go, swift messengers, to a nation tall and smooth, To a people feared far and wide, A powerful and oppressive nation Whose land the rivers divide.3 All you inhabitants of the world and dwellers on earth, As soon as a standard 
Remember, He keeps telling us – I have put a standard up there.  I put a standard up there. God has standard and it is in Mount Zion. That standard is Messiah)

3 ….is raised on the mountains, you will see it, And as soon as the trumpet is blown, you will hear it. 4 For thus the Lord has told me, “I will look from My dwelling place quietly Like dazzling heat in the sunshine, Like a cloud of dew in the heat of harvest.”
God is going to look. What is He telling us? Listen, I am not just a God of the ancient nations. I am a God of all times. I am the Alpha and the Omega. The Beginning and the End. El Olam -  the Everlasting God. I am involved in the affairs of today and I look down.

5 For before the harvest, as soon as the bud blossoms And the flower becomes a ripening grape, Then He will cut off the sprigs with pruning knives And remove and cut away the spreading branches.6 They will be left together for mountain birds of prey, And for the beasts of the earth; And the birds of prey will spend the summer feeding on them, And all the beasts of the earth will spend harvest time on them.

In other words, I am going to cut them off and beasts are going to eat them. You thought you were going to cut them off but I am the sovereign God. I am the one who cuts them off. He is the One who judges. But listen, and it ends this way:


7 At that time a gift of homage will be brought to the Lord of hosts ..
You see in Isaiah 16:1 Send the tribute lamb to the ruler of the land, From Sela by way of the wilderness to the mountain of the daughter of Zion. (In other words, come to Zion.) 


18:7 At that time a gift of homage will be brought to the Lord of hosts 
From (where?)  a people tall and smooth, Even from a people feared far and wide, A powerful and oppressive nation, Whose land the rivers divide— To the place of the name of the Lord of hosts, even Mount Zion. He is quoting verse 2 again. 

Mount Zion, the city of David, the city where He has put His name, the city where He has put His promise, that if you or Israel will turn and will look in faith to that land, to that place, to the place where He has put His name forever (Deuteronomy 12:5) the place where He will dwell forever – and we look and recognize that He is:

Revelation 1:8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.”
The remnant that have looked to Zion are the ones that survive.
Isaiah 18:7 At that time a gift of homage will be brought to the Lord of hosts From a people tall and smooth, Even from a people feared far and wide, A powerful and oppressive nation, Whose land the rivers divide— (WHERE?) To the place of the name of the Lord of hosts, even Mount Zion.
In 1992   a lay pastor in Sudan was reading a portion of the Old Testament which had been translated into his language.  The prophecy began:

Isaiah 18 Alas, oh land of whirring wings Which lies beyond the rivers of Cush,2 Go, swift messengers, to a nation tall and smooth, 

If you have ever seen an Ethiopian they’re beautiful people. They are tall, their skin in smooth, there is a regalness about them. The first woman senator under Emperor Haile Selassie is a precious friend of mine.  She fled for her life when the Communist came in. Halie Selassie was murdered. 
He read this prophecy. He was stunned. He realized that Cush was associated with Sudan. Millions of noisy birds flock and breed along the Nile River in his nation. Even today their sound can be deafening life whirring wings. He realized his people are tall and smooth skinned. Many of the women are over 6 feet tall. He also recognized the reference to their aggressiveness and determination, their fierceness in battle, their strange sounding language. He understood the reference to a nation divided by rivers just as the prophesy described. Cush is in Sudan. This is about us. With further conviction, he began preaching what he discovered, that God had a plan for his people. Someday his nation would honor God. His proud and stubborn people listened and so began a great revival particularly among his people, the Dinkas. 
Oh precious one, know your history. Know the times. Know the book. Put it all together and take it and proclaim it. And remember this, that God weeps over the sorrow of His people. He promises you that it only has to endure for a night. Joy comes in the morning if you will remember that God has established Zion and He has set His King on His Holy Mountain and you and I are to worship Him. 
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